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NICE TODAY

Plenty of sunshine; 
clear sky tonight
HIGH 67, LOW 41
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2-year-old hurt 
after city truck 
crashes into house
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Thomas R. Mims Jr. was elected 
sheriff in 1988 and was with Sumter 
County Sheriff’s Office for 40 years.

Annual Fireside Fund 
dedicated to Mims 
kicks off new season

Now that the “most wonder-
ful time of  the year” has ar-
rived, Sumterites are asked to 
share their holiday spirit 
throughout the community by 
donating to the annual Fire-
side Fund. 

With the help of  Sumter 
United Ministries, Fireside 
Fund provides financial sup-
port to local families that need 
assistance with heating utili-
ties this fall and winter.

Each year, the fund is dedi-

cated to a late member of  
Sumter’s community, known 
for his or her giving nature. 

This year’s Fireside Fund is 
dedicated to Thomas R. 
“Tommy” Mims Jr., former 
sheriff  of  Sumter County. 

Mims was selected because 
of  his record of  serving his 
community and putting oth-
ers first, character traits 
shared by the volunteers of  
Sumter United Ministries. 

Mims died at 76 on Dec. 14, 
2016, while battling pancreat-

ic cancer. 
The man who joined the 

sheriff’s office as the 103rd 
deputy in 1965 was later elect-
ed sheriff  in 1988 after 23 
years of  service. In total, 
Mims dedicated 40 years to 
serving and protecting the 
county of  Sumter.

Throughout his time in law 
enforcement, Mims was seen 
as a mentor and father figure 
to the men and women he led. 

BY ADRIENNE SARVIS
adrienne@theitem.com

SEE FIRESIDE, PAGE A6

Collection will help 
keep homes warm

LOCAL

A2

Herbert Benjamin and 
his son, Dimarion, regu-
lars at Vijaykumar 
“Kumar” Thakorbhai Pa-
tel’s store, hold candles 
during a vigil Monday. 
Herbert and his wife, 
Sharon, organized the 
event.

‘He was our support system’

Chains still wrapped around the 
door handles to Save-Mart Grocery 
on Manning Avenue on Monday, 
days after its owner, once a beloved 

community member who 
would always help a 
neighbor in need, be-
came a homicide victim 
within his own busi-
ness’s walls.

By Monday morning, 
flowers had been placed 

on the ground in front of  the doors, 
fluttering in the wind more easily 
than the lock and links hanging above. 
The lottery neon sign still flickered in 
the window.

Two unidentified men suspected of  
shooting Vijaykumar “Kumar” Tha-
korbhai Patel in a “senseless act” 
without a known motive on Friday 
night remain at large, and Sumter Po-

lice Department investigators, a fellow 
business owner and Patel’s daughter 
are pleading for the community’s help 
in finding them.

“Two black males ordered people to 
the ground and opened fire, and they 
struck [Patel] several times,” Sumter 
Police Department Capt. Angela 
Rabon said. “No commands, no re-
quests that we know of.”

Rabon said this type of  stranger-to-
stranger homicide is rare in the com-
munity, which is just south of  down-
town Sumter where South Main Street 
turns into Manning Avenue.

“It’s a close-knit community. Every-
one there is pretty upset,” she said.

Patel opened the store in spring 
2010.

Rabon said the other people in the 

BY KAYLA ROBINS 
kayla@theitem.com

PATEL

Community, victim’s 
daughter seek answers 
after Friday shooting

SEE HELP, PAGE A6

Crestwood student 
soars to new heights, 
serves as role model

Travis Johnson is an ex-
ample of  how when young 
people are reared with a 
proper value system, they 
can soar — no matter their 
ZIP Code or where they 
come from.

Born and raised in 
Lynchburg, Johnson, 16, is 
a 10th-grader at Crestwood 
High School, but he’s not 
your average 10th-grader. 

Johnson is sophomore 
class president at Crest-
wood, loves public speak-
ing, possesses a 4.917 GPA 
and is just now stepping 
into opportunities afforded 
to the brightest youth in 

the area and state.
He credits his parents’ 

influence, strong teachers, 
faculty and staff  at Crest-
wood and God for his suc-
cess. He appears to have 
the make-up for success 
later in life, and it’s hard to 
argue with the results so 
far.

In conversation with 
Johnson, he appears to be 
a natural at public speak-
ing, and he says it’s some-
thing he’s very passionate 
about. He says that passion 
started when he was in 
first grade in 2008 and lis-
tened with his parents at 
his Lynchburg home to 

BY BRUCE MILLS
bruce@theitem.com

SEE JOHNSON, PAGE A5

Gamecock boys basketball team is young, talented  B1
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Flowers are placed at the door to Vijaykumar “Kumar” Thakorbhai Patel’s store Save-Mart Grocery on Manning Avenue. Patel was reportedly shot to death by two men Friday night in his store.
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Black Friday sales bring crowds to local businesses

Rare deals and must-have 
products made the weekend 
after Thanksgiving success-
ful for local businesses par-
ticipating in Black Friday 
and Small Business Satur-
day. 

Friday was definitely one of  
Simpson Hardware’s best 
days, said Shawn Matthews, 
manager of the store on Wes-

mark Boulevard.
Matthews said it’s safe to 

say that thousands of people 
came to the store on Friday. 

The parking lot was over-
flowing, he said. 

With all of the regular cos-
tumers, Matthews said Friday 
felt like a gathering. 

The local store sold out of  
key clothing items, gaming 
cameras and a firearm that 
was on sale. 

During the Thanksgiving 

week, the family at Simpson 
was very thankful for the sup-
port the store received, he 
said. 

Simpson also had a great 
day in Clarendon County at 
its Manning location. 

Lorraine Dufresne, an em-
ployee of Olive Branch Chris-
tian Bookstore, said the store 
had steady traffic Friday and 
Saturday.

There’s no way to guess 
how many customers came 

by, she said. 
This Black Friday was the 

biggest so far, said Phil 
Sports, owner of  Music 
Gator. 

He said the music store’s 
success was mostly because 
of an annual deal where lim-
ited-edition vinyl records are 
available. Once the records 
sell out, no one can get them 
anymore. 

That deal is usually only of-
fered in April, he said. 

BY ADRIENNE SARVIS
adrienne@theitem.com

Truck crashes into house; 2-year-old hurt

MICAH GREEN / THE SUMTER ITEM

A City of Sumter truck crashed through a house on the corner of McCrays Mill Road and Perry Boulevard on Monday, seriously injuring a 
2-year-old.

A 2-year-old was seriously injured 
Monday morning when a City of  
Sumter pickup truck rammed 
through a house near Sumter High 
School.

The city-marked and -owned 2016 
Dodge truck crashed “all the way” 
through the addition of  a home on 

McCrays Mill Road and Perry Boule-
vard between 10 and 10:30 a.m., said 
Lance Cpl. David Jones, community 
relations officer for South Carolina 
Department of  Public Safety Troop 1.

The child was transported to a hos-
pital with “serious but non-life-
threatening” injuries, Jones said.

The man driving the truck, his pas-
senger and an adult in the house 
were also taken to the hospital. Their 

injuries sustained from the crash did 
not seem to be life-threatening.

“Our thoughts and prayers go out 
to them and their families,” said Shel-
ley Kile, a spokeswoman for the city. 
“We are also grateful to our emergen-
cy personnel who were on scene im-
mediately and to the State Highway 
Patrol.”

Neither drugs nor alcohol are sus-
pected as factors in the crash.

BY KAYLA ROBINS
kayla@theitem.com

Armed robbery suspect shot by police

An armed robbery suspect was shot 
by a Sumter Police Department officer 
Saturday night after he tried to flee 
when officers spotted his vehicle on 
Broad Street.

Christopher Jermaine Cummings, 35, 
tried to run away after crashing into a 
parked vehicle in the 100 block of High-
land Avenue at Broad Street, according 
to Tonyia McGirt, public information 
officer for the police department.

“The suspect was transported to Pal-
metto Health Tuomey by EMS, where 
he was treated for a non-life-threatening 
injury and released,” she said.

The victim of the reported armed rob-
bery provided a description of a suspect 
and vehicle, including the license tag, to 
law enforcement about 8 p.m., saying 
the man was armed with a semi-auto-
matic handgun when the incident oc-
curred outside at the back of a motel in 
the 4000 block of Broad Street, across 
from Shaw Air Force Base. Cummings 
reportedly stole $400 from the victim.

Police department officers then saw 
a vehicle that matched the description 
given by the victim at a business near 
Broad Street and Highland Avenue.

McGirt said officers attempted to 
contact the suspect, but he reportedly 

failed to stop for blue lights and si-
rens. The crash occurred almost six 
miles east of  where the alleged armed 
robbery occurred and about a mile 
from Cummings’ house on Susie Rem-
bert Street.

There is dash cam and body cam 
video footage from the incident, ac-
cording to the State Law Enforcement 
Division, which investigates officer-in-
volved shootings at the request of  the 
agency involved. 

“Information gathered in the SLED 
investigations in Sumter … County 
will be summarized in case file re-
ports and be submitted to prosecu-
tors in the Third Circuit Solicitor’s 
Office,” SLED said in a released 
statement.

McGirt said Police Chief  Russell 

Roark and Sumter County Sheriff  An-
thony Dennis both requested the State 
Law Enforcement Division investigate 
these incidents.

Cummings was transported to Sum-
ter-Lee Regional Detention Center. His 
charges include failure to stop for blue 
lights and siren, second offense; viola-
tion of  the Habitual Offender Act; 
driving under suspension, third of-
fense; and armed robbery. The inci-
dent, according to SLED, marked the 
44th officer-involved shooting in South 
Carolina in 2017 and the first this year 
involving an officer from Sumter Po-
lice Department.

In 2016, there were 41 officer-in-
volved shootings in South Carolina, 
including two involving the Sumter 
Police Department.

Man was reportedly 
fleeing from officer

BY KAYLA ROBINS
kayla@theitem.com

Lee County
deputy shoots 
suspect after 
being attacked 

BISHOPVILLE — Authori-
ties said a Lee County sheriff’s 
deputy shot a man Sunday 
after getting physically at-
tacked while investigating a 
domestic call.

Lee County Sheriff  Daniel 
Simon said Monday both the 
deputy and the suspect sus-
tained non-life-threatening in-
juries in the incident. 

Simon said the deputy was 
called to a domestic dispute 
and suffered injuries to his 
face when the man struck 
him, causing him to fire at the 
man because he feared for his 
life.

On Monday at 5 p.m., the sus-
pect was still being treated at a 
local hospital, Simon said. After 
the suspect is released — which 
could be today — he is expected 
to be charged in the domestic 
dispute and transported to 
Sumter-Lee Regional Detention 
Center in Sumter.

Because the shooting inci-
dent involves a police officer, 
Simon said the State Law En-
forcement Division will be the 
primary agency that conducts 
that part of  the investigation. 
Any charges related to the 
shooting must come through 
SLED, as the third-party inde-
pendent investigator. 

Regarding the shooting, the 
sheriff  would not say where 
the man was shot and 
wouldn’t release either of  the 
men’s names or other details. 

A SLED spokesman did say 
Monday that the sheriff’s dep-
uty is black, and the man shot 
is white.

FROM STAFF AND WIRE 
REPORTS
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Lend someone a helping 
hand this holiday season. The 
following are just a few of the 
needs in our community. If  
your nonprofit organization 
would like to be included on 
this list, email needs to pressre-
lease@theitem.com.

YOUTH EDUCATION 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND

Give the gift of  music, dance 
and theater to students of  
Sumter County by donating to 
the YES Fund.

• $10 provides the ticket for a 
student on the free and re-
duced-price meal program to 
see a matinee show at Sumter 
Opera House;

• $50 allows five students to 
attend a show and learn about 
STEM principles through a 
theater production;

• $100 provides for a class-
room of 10 students to experi-
ence the wonder of  a live per-
formance at the opera house; 
and

• $250 covers the busing 
costs for a class of  40 students 
to get to the opera house for a 
matinee show.

To donate, visit http://bit.
ly/2ABgf1k

JOHN K. CROSSWELL HOME 
FOR CHILDREN

New Family and Children 
Visitation Center (formerly 
Cottage A) — Living room fur-
niture (sofa, chairs, coffee 
table, end tables), floor lamps, 
table lamps, office furniture 
(desks and chairs), area rugs, 
decorative throw pillows, fami-
ly board games, new books for 
all ages, flatscreen TV, decora-
tive throws, non-slip kitchen 
and bathroom mats, DVDs, two 
welcome mats, twin boy and/
or girl comforter sets and 
sheets, 4-by-6 area rugs for 
bedrooms, placemats and 
home decor gift cards

Cottage B (infant to 6-year-
old girls and boys) — Laundry 
drying rack, twin boy and/or 
girl comforter sets and sheets, 
toddler bed comforter sets, two 
crib comforter sets, crib 
sheets, two queen comforter 
sets, twin bed skirts (white, 
pink or navy), five bean bag 
chairs, bedside lamps, night- 
lights, set of  stainless steel 
pots and pans, preschool DVDs 
and 4-by-6 area rugs for bed-
rooms

Cottage C (7- to 16-year-old 
boys) — Charcoal grill, cro-
quet set, deck storage box, 
corn hole, twin boy comforter 
sets and sheets, twin bed skirts 
(navy, khaki or white), two 

queen-size comforter sets and 
sheets, welcome mat, throw 
pillows, new sports balls, two 
large area rugs, bedside lamps, 
nightlights, DVDs, Wii and 
PlayStation games for boys, 
board games, portable DVD 
players

Cottage D (10- to 16-year-old 
girls) — Heavy-duty vacuum 
cleaner, Crock Pot, Dust Bust-
er, Wii games, Wii Just Dance 
2017, twin girl comforter sets 
and sheets, twin bed skirts, 
two queen comforter sets, dec-
orations for bedrooms, 4-by-6 
area rugs for rooms, welcome 
mat, eight door mirrors, bed-
side lamps, night-lights, throw 
pillows, girl picture frames, 
DVDs, craft kits, board games, 
portable DVD players and 
Bluetooth speakers

Campus general needs — 
Duffle bags, batteries (AA, 
AAA, C, D and 9-volt), DVD 
players, DVDs (G and PG mov-
ies), towels and washcloths, 
new packs of  underwear and 
socks (toddler, youth and 
adult), new pajamas (toddler, 
youth and adult), non-slip 
kitchen and bathroom mats, 
placemats, flatware, sets of  
dinnerware, coffee pot, CD 
player, digital camera, TV, 
small paper birthday plates, 
candles, vacuum cleaner and 
twin-size plastic mattress cov-
ers

Birthday closet gifts for 
teens — gift cards, earbuds, 
teen DVDs, Wii, Xbox and 
Playstation games, bath and 
body wash and lotions, per-
fume, cologne, earrings, neck-
laces, bracelets, nail polish, 
Nike socks, pullovers and 
hoodies, MP3 players, Blue-
tooth speakers, portable DVD 
players, phone/iPod cases, etc. 

Gift cards — Activity gift 
cards/ passes/ financial spon-
sorship for activities for the 
children to do during Christ-
mas break: Santa Train, Trol-
ley Lights Tour, movie passes, 
roller skating, bowling, Mc-

Donald’s, Chick-Fil-A, Chuck 
E. Cheese, Monkey Joe’s, Riv-
erbanks Zoo Christmas Lights, 
EdVenture Kids Museum, etc., 
clothing and toy purchasing 
gift cards such as Wal-Mart, 
JCPenney, Kmart, TJ Maxx, 
Belk, etc.

These items do not need to 
be wrapped. Gifts may be 
dropped off  at the administra-
tive building front desk from 9 
a.m. to noon and from 1 to 5 
p.m. Monday through Friday. 
For more information, please 
call (803) 778-6441 or e-mail 
krowell@crosswellhome.org. 
Due to storage and staff  con-
straints, we cannot accept un-
solicited donations of  used 
clothing, toys, etc. 

SUMTER UNITED MINISTRIES

The Lord's Cupboard at 
Sumter United Ministries is 
accepting food donations. The 
pantry is in need of  dried 
beans, macaroni and cheese, 
canned vegetables, canned 
fruit, boxed potatoes (scal-
loped, au gratin, etc.), rice mix 
(Lipton, Rice-A-Roni, etc.), 
pasta (spaghetti, noodles, etc.), 
peanut butter, jelly, shelf-life 
milk, or canned meat and fish 
such as tuna, salmon, chicken 
or Vienna sausage.

For more information on do-
nating or volunteering, call 
(803) 775-0757, or email info@
sumterunitedministries.org.

FOXWORTH HELPING HANDS 
FOOD DRIVE

The Senior Corporal Eliza-
beth Foxworth Helping Hands 
Food Drive will take place on 
Saturday, Dec. 16, at 9 a.m. In 
honor of  the event's namesake 
and her "unconditional loyalty 
to the Sumter County Sheriff's 
Office and the citizens of  Sum-
ter County," the agency says 
this is its way of giving back to 
the community during the hol-
idays.

Donated non-perishable 
items will be delivered to fami-
lies in need by sheriff's office 
personnel and volunteers.

Pre-packaged food bags can 
be purchased for $5 from Save-
A-Lot at 674 W. Liberty St. The 
sheriff's office will also accept 
other non-perishable items.

All donations should be de-
livered to the sheriff's office by 
noon on Dec. 13.

Supplies may become limit-
ed, so it is advised to respond 
with the name of the family a 
bag will be donated to with 
their address, phone number 
and any special circumstances 
to include blindness, wheel-
chair assistance, etc.

For information, contact Lt. 
Petrina Wiley at (803) 436-2026 
no later than Dec. 13.

CRAM-A-CRUISER TOY DRIVE

Sumter Police Department's 
Cram-a-Cruiser Toy Drive will 
be held from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Dec. 2, Dec. 9 and Dec. 16. All 
donations will benefit the Sal-
vation Army's Christmas Toy 
Drive for distribution to chil-
dren in the Sumter communi-
ty. For information, call Sum-
ter Police Department Com-
munity Services Unit, 107 E. 
Hampton Ave., at (803) 436-2723 
or 436-2700.

FIRESIDE FUND

With the help of  Sumter 
United Ministries, Fireside 
Fund provides financial sup-
port to local families that need 
assistance with heating utili-
ties this fall and winter.

This year’s Fireside Fund is 
dedicated to Thomas R. 
“Tommy” Mims Jr., former 
sheriff  of  Sumter County.

Fireside Fund — established 
by The Sumter Item in Novem-
ber 1969 — helps families and 
individuals pay heating bills 
and purchase heating supplies. 
Since its start 47 years ago, 
Fireside Fund has collected 
more than $1 million in dona-

tions from the community.
Anyone in need of  assis-

tance with heating or utility 
costs can call Sumter United 
Ministries at (803) 775-0757.

Donations can be mailed to 
The Sumter Item, P.O. Box 
1677, Sumter, SC 29151, or 
dropped off  at the office, 36 W. 
Liberty St. The last day to 
send in donations is Monday, 
Jan. 22.

Names, including groups, 
should be spelled completely. 
When making a donation in 
someone’s honor, the names 
will be printed as given.

SUMTER VOLUNTEERS

Sumter Volunteers contin-
ues its annual Keepsakes Se-
ries with a gold-plated brass 
depiction of  Sumter County 
Judicial Center.

A brief  history of  the build-
ing is included with the 2017 
ornament, the 24th edition and 
third of  the series offered by 
Sumter Volunteers, which is 
now on sale for $16 each.

The 2017 ornament can be 
purchased at the Sumter Vol-
unteers office in the Liberty 
Center, 12H W. Liberty St.; 
Simpson Hardware at 40 W. 
Wesmark Blvd.; Greater Sum-
ter Chamber of  Commerce at 
32 E. Calhoun St.; and Swan 
Lake Visitors Center at 822 W. 
Liberty St.

Many of the previous orna-
ments are also available for 
purchase.

For more information, call 
Sumter Volunteers at (803) 775-
7423.

Help support Sumter Volunteers by purchasing the 2017 Keepsake or-
nament.

LUNCH MENU WEEKDAYS 11-3 PM

3355 Patriot Parkway  |  Sumter, SC 29150  |  (803) 469-2500
Open Everyday 11am - 11pm  Bar Open Until...

Reserve Your Holiday Party Today
Call now to book your date!
Catering AvailableSave a bundle 

on the double.

Subject to terms, conditions and availability. Savings vary by state and product line.  Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Co., Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Co., Allstate Indemnity Co., Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co. © 2015 Allstate Insurance Co.

Bobby Beatson Agency, Inc.
803-778-6579
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$399
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RECLINER CASEY
RECLINER

GABE
RECLINER

803-494-2300
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hinesfurniture@ftc-i.net
www.hinesfurniture.com

RE

“IN STOCK, 
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!”

See th e Diff ere nce. Feel th e Comfort .See th e Diff ere nce. Feel th e Comfort .

Furniture & BeddingFurniture & Bedding

5635 Broad Street Ext. 
Sumter, SC 29150

on the corner of 378 & 441

warm, friendly atmosphere • painless experience • family oriented

803.494.8466
www.DentalTeamofSumter.com

R. Capers Lee, DMD-MEMBER-

Cash in a FLASH!

Lafayette Gold 
and Silver Exchange

Inside Vestco Properties

We Buy: Gold & Silver Jewelry, Silver Coins Gold & Silver Jewelry, Silver Coins 
& Collections, Sterling/.925, Diamonds, & Collections, Sterling/.925, Diamonds, 

Pocket Watches, Antiques & EstatesPocket Watches, Antiques & Estates

nInsiside VVesestctco Propoppppppperrtitieses
480 E. Liberty St. Sumter, SC 29150480 E. Liberty St. Sumter, SC 29150

((inside Coca-Cola Building))
Mon. - Fri. 8:30 - 5:30 PM • Sat: 8 - 2 PMMon. - Fri. 8:30 - 5:30 PM • Sat: 8 - 2 PM

803-773-8022803-773-8022

1255 N. Lafayette - Sumter
“The Truck & SUV Specialists”

WE HAVE GO CARTS!

• Sales, Service, and Financing
• Christmas Gift Certificates Available

CHRISTMAS IS RIGHT 
AROUND THE CORNER
Place your order TODAY!
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BY MARY KATHERINE WILDEMAN
Post and Courier

When Precious Felder's mother 
told her she might be able to earn 
her GED through her health insur-
ance, she thought it was probably a 
scam.

It wouldn't make sense for a health 
insurer to sponsor an educational 
program, she thought. But that's ex-
actly what Select Health, the largest 
company managing Medicaid plans 
in the state, was offering with its 
Mission GED program.

Felder, a young mother, said she 
felt like she was almost prepared for 
the test. She used a study book to 
brush up on what she had forgotten, 
particularly in the math section, 
when she had time after putting her 
baby down to sleep. The Mission 
GED program made taking the test 
simpler. 

"I didn't want to sit through classes 
and wait for months and months to 
go by. They told me I could go 
straight for it," Felder said. "Why not 
give it a shot?"

She passed the GED test this sum-
mer.

The GED incentive offered by Se-
lect Health, which began in May, 
provides vouchers to members, 
which cover the cost of  one test and 
one retake. This is one example of  an 
add-on benefit that managed care or-
ganizations provide to Medicaid ben-
eficiaries in an effort to attract more 
customers and improve their health.

But this GED program differs from 
many of  the company's other bene-
fits because it seeks to improve their 
customers' education level, known to 
be a contributing factor in a person's 
overall health.

Eighteen people have graduated 
from the program so far. Several 
hundred more are enrolled.

Elice Graham, who administers 
the GED program for Select Health, 
said many of  the participants are 

young parents, like Precious Felder, 
who want to leave a positive impres-
sion on their children. Before 
launching the program, she said Se-
lect Health conducted research to de-
termine which add-on benefits would 
have the broadest impact. 

Whether their members had a high 
school diploma turned out to be a de-
termining factor in their health.

Rebecca Engelman, market presi-
dent of  Select Health in South Caro-
lina, said the company has become 
more aware of  the role education 
plays in their customers' health.

"We’re understanding more and 
more the role of  social determi-
nants," Engelman said. "Those with 

higher levels of  education have bet-
ter health."

That conclusion is not news to 
public health researchers.

Trident United Way studies some 
of  these factors. In a report released 
this year, the organization demon-
strated that attaining a high school 
diploma is tied to higher incomes 
and better overall health. 

People with "a quality education, 
stable employment, safe homes and 
neighborhoods and access to preven-
tative services tend to be healthier 
throughout their lives," the report 
stated.

Dr. Rick Foster, senior adviser on 
population health for the S.C. Hospi-

tal Association, said there is strong 
evidence between education, employ-
ment and a person's health.

"We know that the high school edu-
cation is a major cutoff  point. That 
gives you an opportunity to pursue a 
next level of  job and education," Fos-
ter said. "Unfortunately, those who 
have less than a high school degree 
have low-income, manual-labor jobs 
that also usually do not provide any 
type of  health coverage."

From Select Health's perspective, a 
more educated population means a 
healthier population, and healthier 
customers cost the company less 
money. Medicaid-managed care com-
panies like Select Health are paid 
flat fees by the state Medicaid agency 
to manage health care benefits for 
patients. If  the company can find 
ways to cut down on medical costs, 
its profit margin improves.

Foster said he did not know of  any 
other similar programs offered by 
health insurers in the state.

Precious Felder stopped going to 
high school in the 11th grade be-
cause she was pregnant with her 
first child. She said she didn't want 
to saddle her mother with the re-
sponsibility of  taking care of  her 
son. Felder said she has talked about 
going back to school for a long time 
but never quite had the time or 
money.

"I wanted to get more out of  life," 
Felder said. "I didn’t want a job; I 
wanted a career."

Now with her GED in hand, she is 
considering finding a technical 
school so she can pursue a degree in 
physical therapy or become a dental 
assistant.

Her family recently threw her a 
graduation party. She isn't the only 
one among them to have dropped out 
of  high school. When she enrolled in 
Select Health's program, she bought a 
$25 study book. After she was done, 
she gave her GED study book to her 
brother. He plans to take the test, too.

Program demonstrates how education is closely tied to health

PHOTO PROVIDED

Precious Felder, 22, is a mother of two young boys. She used vouchers provided by Se-
lect Health, an organization that administers Medicaid, to take her GED test. 
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then-President-elect Barack 
Obama’s victory speech at 
Grant Park in Chicago.

Johnson said he learned 
from Obama’s speech that 
words have power and can be 
used to make a difference in 
life. He said he wants to use 
his public speaking talent to 
make the world a better place.

Johnson said Obama’s vic-
tory speech also affected his 
own aspirations and goals. 

“I was ecstatic and over-
whelmed with joy, seeing 
someone who looks like you 
accomplishing such a big 
feat,” Johnson said. “It basi-
cally told me: ‘Set your 
dreams high because you can 
achieve anything.’”

He said his public speaking 
began in the fifth grade at 
R.E. Davis Elementary School 
when he spoke at graduation. 

In eighth grade at 
Mayewood Middle School, 
Johnson said he was student 
council president. He has 
been class president both of  
his years so far at Crestwood. 

Also, when his church — Mt. 
Zion Free Will Baptist Church 
in Olanta — has a fifth-Sun-
day-of-the-month service, he 
leads a devotional prayer and 
sings for the congregation. 

Johnson said he wouldn’t be 
where he is today without a 
reliance on God and the nur-
turing of  his parents, Derick 
and Elaine Johnson.

His goals include attending 
Duke University in Durham, 
North Carolina, and graduat-
ing from the college’s law 
school.

He says he considers 
Obama his biggest role model 
and, like the former president, 
he wants to become a lawyer 
in order to defend issues and 
fight for what he believes in. 

As a member of  the school’s 
chapter of  Future Business 
Leaders of  America and as an 
officer on its Southern Re-
gional Council, last summer 
he competed in a national 
public speaking competition 
in Anaheim, California.

He also attended a South 
Carolina Governor’s School 
Creative Writing Program in 
Greenville last summer and 
visited the Pentagon and Con-
gress in Washington, D.C., as 
part of  a National Youth 
Leadership Forum.

After completing this school 
year, Johnson plans to enroll 

with about a dozen other 
Crestwood juniors in Univer-
sity of  South Carolina Sum-
ter’s Early College program. 
The program involves a 
61-credit-hour curriculum 
taken entirely on the USC 
Sumter campus with the col-
lege’s professors. The pro-
gram includes dual-credit 
courses, allowing Johnson to 

graduate high school with an 
associate degree also in hand.

Because he’s planning to go 
to college out of  state after 
high school, he said he realiz-
es none of  those college credit 
hours will likely transfer over 
but that he still wants to do 
the Early College program.

“It will give me the opportu-
nity to get in a college envi-

ronment early and get accus-
tomed to being on a college 
campus,” Johnson said.

Crestwood Principal Shirley 
Gamble said Johnson serves 
as a role model for other stu-
dents at the high school.

“Travis is a leader academi-
cally, and he’s actively in-
volved in clubs,” Gamble said. 

“He will seek out opportuni-
ties in which he can excel. 
He’s also so respectful to 
adults and also to his peers. 
When he sees his peers maybe 
demonstrating unacceptable 
behaviors, Travis will speak 
up and talk to his peers and 
ask them to re-think their de-
cision making.”

BRUCE MILLS / THE SUMTER ITEM

Crestwood High School sophomore Travis Johnson, left, chats with Principal Shirley Gamble recently at the school.
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IT TAKES
a thermostat that’s more than smart, 
it’s Housewise®. 
Find where convenience meets real savings. 
The new Housewise®  Wi-Fi® thermostat from Bryant makes 
almost any heating and cooling system smarter about energy 
savings. 

Savings: Begin saving money as soon as it’s installed with built-in 
features like smart setback, energy-use reporting and tailored 
tips. It can help save an average of 20% annually* on heating and 
cooling energy costs. 

Convenience: Connect to your system from almost anywhere 
with an Internet connection and smart device. 

Installed Right: With our professional installation, you’ll know 
the job is done right - maximizing system performance and 
helping keep more money in your wallet. 

Start saving today. It’s time to be smart. It’s time to get 
Housewise. Bryant. Whatever It Takes®

* Based on a 2012 third-party study comparing Bryant 
Housewise  technology to the estimated cost of a non-

programmable thermostat set to 72°F at all times. Wi-Fi® is a 
registered trademark of the Wi-Fi Alliance Corporation. 

Bryant.com * Based on com
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See McLaughlin Ford 
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plus tax

Expires November 30th

‡ http://www.cancer.org
© 2017 Curves International, Inc. (1710)

397 Rast Street 803.773.7333
 (behind Sumter Mall)

* Enrollment fee due up front and varies by location. Valid 

Not valid with any other offer or discount. Valid at 
participating locations only. No cash value.

Join Now and 
Get Your First
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FREE*
with annual membership

We Care Every Day
in Every Way®

The Visiting Angels national, private duty network of home care 
agencies is the nation’s leader for providing non-medical senior 
care.  Our Angels provide in-home care, respite care, senior 
personal care, elder care, and companion care so that elderly 
adults can continue to live independently in their own homes 
throughout America.

144 Garrett Street, Suite D • Sumter, SC

803-418-5441
www.visitingangels.com

throughout America.

144 Garrett Street Suite D • Sumter SC
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• Bed Linens • Comforters • Bath Towels, Washcloths • Rug Sets 
• Bathroom Accessories, Shower Curtains • Linens • Kitchen Towels, 
Dishcloths • Kitchen Rugs • Curtains • Valances • Area & Throw Rugs

“Matching” 
Plisse 

Bedspreads
Twin & Full
$10.00 ea.

Queen & King
$15.00 ea. 

Pillow Shams
$3.00 ea.

84” Priscilla Curtains 
$10.00 per set

Welcome Mats
PVC Coir Welcome Mats

$2.00 ea.

Pillow Shells
4 for $1.00

84” $5.00 ea.

63” $3.00 ea.

Assorted 
Curtain Panels

EXTENDED WAREHOUSE SALE!
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Learn How to Manage 
Your Kidney Health
In a 90-minute Kidney Smart® class, 
certifi ed kidney care educators will teach you:

•  How to create an action plan to manage your 
health

•  What causes kidney disease and how to 
delay its progression

•  What diet resources can help you manage your 
diet and cook a variety of meals

•  Why continuing to work may keep you happier 
and healthier

•  How insurance counselors can help you 
navigate coverage or fi nancial questions

Register for a no-cost class at
KidneySmart.org/Class or call
864-354-6563.

If your car 
is not 

becoming 
to you, 

you should 
be coming 

to us!
BUNDY AUTO SALES  803.773.4208 

SERVING YOU SINCE 1993

301 Broad Street  •  Sumter, SC 29150  •  bundyautosales.com

803-469-7378 • 1570 Airport Rd • Sumter, SC 

Old Fashioned 
Service never 

goes out 
of style!

Thank You For Thank You For 
Making Us #1Making Us #1

33 West Liberty Street, Downtown Sumter
18 N. Brooks Street, Downtown Manning

Lowest Pawn interest rate in the area and 
best layaway plan in town

Sumter & Manning’s Oldest & Largest Pawn Shop

Always Buying Gold!

www.reliablepawnshop.com

135 W. Wesmark Blvd.
803.77-LIGHT

MONDAY-FRIDAY 
8:30 A.M. - 5:30 P.M.

SATURDAY 
10:00 A.M.- 3:00 P.M.

WWW.SUMTERLIGHTINGANDHOME.COM

bridal registry available
Kaley Standish--Charles Rhodes
Erricka Flesch--Laughton Jones

Anna Crew Kinney--John Psomas
Kackie Smith--William DaSilva

Kelley Hodge--Chas Bostic
Kate McElveen--Nick Price

Thanksgiving
A F T E R

S A L E
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20%O F F
ENTIRE STOCK
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Accessories Accessories 
and Giftsand Gifts

COME BY ANYTIME 
THE ANTIQUES FLAG 

IS OUT

Tuesday-Thursday 11-5 
Fri 11-3
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He would have been happy, 
said Diane Mims, Tommy’s 
wife, regarding the dedication 
of  this year’s fund to her late 
husband.

She said her family’s 
church regularly participates 
with charities during the holi-
days, so it is nice to know that 
others in the community can 
be helped this time of  year. 

“Former Sumter County 
Sheriff  Tommy Mims was a 
dedicated servant to the resi-

dents of  Sumter County for 
many years,” said current 
Sheriff  Anthony Dennis. 
“His legacy will live on for 
generations to come. There 
is no one more deserving 
than Tommy Mims for this 
honor.”

Mark Champagne, execu-
tive director of  United Minis-
tries, said he anticipates that 
the organization will have a 
busy season. 

He said United Ministries 
has received about a dozen re-
quests for kerosene heaters 
and other requests for utility 
bill assistance since the begin-
ning of  November.

Champagne commended 
The Sumter Item for spear-
heading Fireside Fund and 
connecting with other busi-
nesses to assist families in 
need. Each year, Fireside 
helps families of  Sumter 
County while also remember-
ing someone who was active 
in the community.

Fireside Fund — estab-
lished by The Sumter Item in 

November 1969 — helps fami-
lies and individuals pay heat-
ing bills and purchase heating 
supplies. Since its start 47 
years ago, Fireside Fund has 
collected more than $1 million 
in donations from the commu-
nity.

Anyone in need of  assis-
tance with heating or utility 
costs can call Sumter United 
Ministries at (803) 775-0757.

Donations can be mailed to 
The Sumter Item, P.O. Box 
1677, Sumter, SC 29151, or 
dropped off  at the office, 36 W. 
Liberty St. The last day to 
send in donations is Monday, 
Jan. 22.

Names, including groups, 
should be spelled completely. 
When making a donation in 
someone’s honor, the names 
will be printed as given.

store at the time of the shooting — she 
would not disclose how many witnesses 
there were — could not provide a descrip-
tion of the suspects’ clothing, vehicle or 
other physical features except that they 
were wearing masks over their faces and 
were armed with black semi-automatic 
handguns.

The store has been closed since the inci-
dent.

“He opened the day after Thanksgiving 
to help the people in the community,” said 
Capt. Jeffery Jackson, who oversees the 
city’s patrol division. “He probably didn’t 
have to open, but he did.”

The department is offering a $5,000 re-
ward for any information that leads to an 
arrest — $5,000 is “a little more than nor-
mal” because of the “nature of” the crime 
he said.

“It’s a random act of violence that no 
one expected,” Jackson said.

He said the closest actual grocery store 
— Save-Mart is more of a mom-and-pop 
one-stop convenience store — is “farther 
than a lot of people in this community can 
probably walk to.”

Convenience was not the only reason 
people went to Patel’s store.

“He was a very good guy to his neigh-
bors. If  you didn’t have all the money to 
get something, he wouldn’t turn you away. 
He’d let you owe him,” said Kenny Black, 
owner of Kenny’s Car Wash on the corner 
of Broad and Purdy streets. “Now, it’s a lot 
harder for them just to go get something 
they need or to go get one Pepsi. It hurts 
the community in more ways than one.”

He said he wants the “bad guys who did 
it” to be caught so his family can grieve 
and so neighbors and business owners can 
stop feeling scared.

If  it happened to Patel, Black said, 
“it could happen to me. It could hap-

pen to anybody.”
Talking about a senseless act like this 

shooting may be hard, but Black said he 
wants to do anything to help get the word 
out.

“If I say something, maybe someone else 
will say something, and maybe that will 
help,” he said.

Patel’s daughter wants the same justice 
for her father as Black wants — to find the 
men who took their father, their friend 
away from them.

“He’s been working here at our store for 
eight years, and he never had any issues,” 
she said through tears that were not al-
ways held down on Monday at the police 
department. “He was being always to help 
any poor people he could. Any money, any 
help.

“He’s been in the U.S. for many years, 
and he would always tell me and my 
brother America is the safest country. And 
I don’t know how did this happen out of  
nowhere?”

She asked not to be named but said she 
wanted to talk to media and police to help 
her father.

“Since he’s been serving this communi-
ty, if  anyone saw anything … I want to 
find that person. That’s all I’m asking for,” 
she said. “My mom is going through a lot 
right now. She didn’t expect a call right 
now like this. Neither did I. Neither did 
my brother. He was our support system. 
He always told us not to worry.”

HELP FROM PAGE A1 HOW YOU CAN HELP

The Sumter Police Department is offering a $5,000 
reward for information that leads to an arrest.

Anyone who saw anything unusual Friday night or 
over the weekend in the area of the crime is asked 
to call (803) 436-2700.

Anonymous tips can be given by calling 
1-888-CRIME-SC.

Vijaykumar “Kumar” Thakorbhai Patel’s daughter spoke with media at the Sumter 
Police Department. She asked to remain unidentified but wanted to talk to help 
spread the word and find the men who shot her father.

PHOTOS BY MICAH GREEN / THE SUMTER ITEM

Kenny Black, a friend of the victim, speaks with media outside his car wash busi-
ness on Broad Street on Monday afternoon.
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Luxury converted nuclear missile silo lists on Airbnb

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Mathew Fulkerson and his wife, Leigh Ann, pose at their Subterra Airbnb located in a former underground 
missile silo base near Eskridge, Kansas. The Subterra Castle Airbnb opened about six months ago.

ESKRIDGE, Kan. (AP) — A 
Cold War-era missile silo in 
rural northeast Kansas that 
housed a nuclear warhead 65 
years ago and was later con-
verted into an underground 
mansion is now finding a new 
lease on life as an Airbnb loca-
tion.

The Subterra Castle Airbnb 
opened for business about six 
months ago. It’s located in 
rural Wabaunsee County, 
about 15 miles southwest of  
Topeka.

Airbnbs are privately owned 
residences that are offered on-
line for short-term rental, The 
Topeka Capital-Journal re-
ports.

Matthew Fulkerson, 37, is 
the host for Subterra, and said 
it was his idea to turn the site 
into an Airbnb. Fulkerson is a 
neighbor of  Subterra’s owners, 
Ed and Dianna Peden, who 
have lived in the converted 
missile base since 1994 and are 
on board with the Airbnb idea.

More than being a place for 
people to stay when passing 
through Kansas, Fulkerson 
said he has a bigger vision for 
the site.

“I see it as becoming a desti-
nation,” he said, adding that 
the base has already been fea-
tured in several media outlets.

In addition to a main-floor 
bedroom, Airbnb guests at 
Subterra will have a full kitch-
en, private bathroom, laundry 
services and a fireplace which 
gives a “nice, cozy feeling in 
the fall and winter months,” 
Fulkerson said.

He said he and the Pedens 
“are considering using both 
apartments upstairs and 
down” should Airbnb traffic 
pick up, “especially because 
some people really want the 
experience of  sleeping under-
ground.”

Fulkerson said Subterra is 
the first and currently the 
only Airbnb located in a con-
verted missile silo.

Replacing lymph nodes can ease painful lasting effect of cancer

WASHINGTON — Breast 
cancer treatment left Susan 
Wolfe-Tank with an arm too 
painfully swollen to lift any-
thing heavy or even fit into 
her usual clothing — a debili-
tating condition that gets lit-
tle attention and has no cure.

Desperate, the Wisconsin 
woman traveled hundreds of  
miles to seek a delicate oper-
ation — replacing under-arm 
lymph nodes lost in cancer 
surgery — as a small but 
growing number of  hospitals 
offer microsurgical attempts 
at relief  from lymphedema 
that help some patients.

“Right in this area, feel 
that — that is your lymph 
node,” Dr. David Song of  
MedStar Georgetown Univer-
sity Hospital in Washington 
told Wolfe-Tank during a re-
cent check-up.

Song, Georgetown’s plastic 
surgery chief, had removed 
healthy lymph nodes from 
Wolfe-Tank’s back and side 
and implanted them in the 
affected arm. As the new 
nodes took root, her arm was 
shrinking. A delighted 
Song’s only caution: “Take 
care of  them,” by wearing a 
compression sleeve as pre-
scribed.

“This isn’t a cure. I will 
still have to be careful,” said 
Wolfe-Tank, 51, of  Hurley, 
Wisconsin. But, “I will be 
able to cross-country ski 
again, just live a normal life. 
Look at my arm, it’s incredi-
ble.”

Lymphedema is a chronic 
swelling, often in an arm or 
leg, that in severe cases can 
be disfiguring, impair mobil-
ity, cause disabling pain, 
harden the skin and lead to 
infection.

Lymph nodes work like bi-

ological pumps in a network 
that’s part of  the immune 
system. They drain watery 
fluid called lymph that, trav-
eling through tiny channels, 
brings nutrients to cells and 
takes away bacteria and 
waste material. Lose or dam-
age enough lymph nodes or 
channels in a particular area 
and that fluid builds up.

There’s no good count, but 
millions of  Americans are es-
timated to have some degree 
of  lymphedema, and while it 
can be hereditary or result 
from injury, many U.S. cases 
are a lasting side effect of  
treatment for a variety of  
cancers.

Consider breast cancer. 

While better surgical tech-
niques in recent decades 
have lowered the risk, ex-
perts estimate that still 
about 6 percent of  breast 
cancer survivors who under-
go a “sentinel node biopsy” 
— removing a few nodes to 
check for spreading cancer 
— will develop lymphedema. 
That risk jumps to about 20 
percent for women like 
Wolfe-Tank, who need addi-
tional lymph nodes removed 
because of  more advanced 
cancer. Radiation causes fur-
ther harm.

Yet too often, women 
aren’t warned about symp-
toms or checked for early 
signs, when lymphedema is 

more easily treated, said Dr. 
Sheldon Feldman of  New 
York’s Montefiore Einstein 
Center for Cancer Care. He 
co-authored physician guide-
lines issued this fall by the 
American Society of  Breast 
Surgeons on prevention and 
treatment of  breast cancer-
related lymphedema.

Typical patients have “had 
that swelling for a while,” 
Feldman said. “Now the 
treatment is an uphill battle.”

Wolfe-Tank had struggled 

for four years when an oncol-
ogist recommended lymph 
node transfer. The rationale: 
There are more lymph nodes 
in the body’s trunk than in 
the limbs — more avenues to 
drain off  fluid — and thus it 
should be safe to move a few. 
Hunting for a surgeon, Wolfe-
Tank found Song, who trans-
ferred about five nodes along 
with supportive blood vessels 
and other tissue, hoping 
they’d grow new channels to 
drain fluid.

BY LAURAN NEERGAARD
AP Medical Writer
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Hours:
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FUNERAL HOME AND CREMATORY 
Elmore Hill McCreight

221 Broad Street  |  803-775-9386
www.sumterfunerals.com

Serving Sumter since 1980 at one location

Family is why 
we do it all.

We all feel the same commitment to care for our 
families. Helping you meet your insurance needs 
is part of my commitment to you. Like a good 
neighbor, State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Ben Griffith Jr, Agent
2577 Broad Street 

Extension
Sumter, SC 29150
Bus: 803-469-6800
ben@bengriffith.net

Certified Public Accountant

2630-b hardee cove • sumter, sc
803-469-7300

63300-bb hhaarrddeeee ccoovvee •e ssuummtteerr s

Tax Planning, Preparation,  
Bookkeeping, Payroll and more

Shelly A. Lundberg

BUSINESS - INDIVIDUAL - NON-PROFIT

TheTTTThhhheeeTTTThhhhheeeee
SHRIMPERSS R PPESS EHH IMM RRR MMMMPPERMMHHHHRRRIIMSSSSHHHHRRRRIIIIMMMMPPPPEEEERR
OF SUMTEROF SUMTER

803-773-5456
438 Broad Street • Sumter, SC

Monday - Saturday 10:30 AM - 9:00 PM
Sunday 11:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Serving Calabash Style 
Seafood in Sumter for 

Over 40 Years.

Need Water?Need Water?
INSTALLATION AND REPAIR OF 

SPRINKLER SYSTEMS

803-773-3400

Smoak Irrigation Company
Serving Sumter and Surrounding Communities Since 1986

Joey Smoak Michael Rowell



DOG EAT DOUG

SOUP TO NUTZ

ACROSS
1 “House” actor 

Epps

5 Plant-sucking 

insect

10 Gala affair

14 Went by bus

15 Wear away

16 __ Day 

VitaCraves 

Multivitamins

17 Sunbather’s 

spread

19 Spelling contests

20 Intended

21 Lend support to

23 Wrestling 

surface

24 “In case you 

weren’t listening 

... “

26 Like lambs

28 Pat-on-the-

baby’s-back 

intended result

29 Cards to bet on

32 Cut and pasted, 

say

35 New York 

Harbor’s __ 

Island

36 Penpoint

37 Tough problem

39 Evergreen tree

42 Jelly beans, e.g.

43 Waiting for 

customer 

support, often

45 Brunch dish

49 Singer Fitzgerald

50 Speak from the 

soapbox

51 “Help!”-ful pot 

scrubbers?

54 Texter’s “I’m 

shocked!”

55 Down in the 

dumps

58 Glee

59 Movie “Citizen”

61 Coupe-back 

contraption

65 Yet again

66 “Ditto”

67 Try to persuade

68 “Women and 

Love” writer 

Shere

69 What Buffy does

70 Lowly worker

DOWN
1 Poet’s planet

2 Stooge with 

Larry and Curly

3 Tracy/Hepburn 

battle-of-the-

sexes comedy

4 Proof of 

purchase

5 Insurance giant

6 Bit of expert 

advice

7 “__ about that!”

8 It’s in your head

9 Cold-cuts seller

10 Songwriter Dylan

11 Iron-poor blood 

condition

12 Womack of 

country

13 Withstood wear 

and tear

18 Consumes

22 Wilde’s  

“The Picture of 

__ Gray”

24 German 

automaker

25 Large, innocent-

looking peepers

27 VCR format

28 Batman player 

Affleck

30 Dutch airline

31 Red Muppet

33 “My Cup 

Runneth Over” 

singer

34 Eat in style

38 Cholesterol 

letters

39 Instructions next 

to a perforated 

line ... or a hint 

to 17-, 29-, 45- 

and 61-Across

40 Afflictions

41 Nutritionist’s fig.

42 Camp bed

44 Warms, as 

canned soup

45 Pipe smoked in 

trendy bars

46 Fashion designer 

Giorgio

47 Fridge sticker

48 Peppermint 

Patty, for one

52 Farm facilities

53 Opposite of post-

56 Hugging limbs

57 Paces-and-pistols 

encounter

60 Meadow mom

62 LIRR overseer

63 In the past

64 Boxing count 

JEFF MACNELLY’S SHOE DILBERT

MOTHER GOOSE

ZITSBLONDIE

BORN LOSERBEETLE BAILEY

ANDY CAPP

BIZARRO

GARFIELD

JUMBLE 
THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

SUDOKU 
HOW TO PLAY:
Each row, column  
and set of 3-by-3  
boxes must contain  
the numbers 1  
through 9 without  
repetition.

By Agnes Davidson and C.C. Burnikel 11/28/17

Monday’s Puzzle Solved

©2017 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 11/28/17

THE DAILY CROSSWORD PUZZLE

DEAR ABBY — I 
have been 
with my boy-
friend for two 
years. When 
I’m with him, 
I often find 
him annoying 
and think we 
have nothing 
in common. 
But when we 
are apart, I 
miss him a 

lot — especial-
ly when one of us travels for 
work. 

 When we’re apart and talk 
on the phone, we have amazing 
conversations and discuss a fu-
ture together. But when we’re 
together, we don’t talk as 
much, and he never mentions 
a future together. 

 I’m confused. Is this normal 
for relationships? I don’t want 

to stay in a relationship that 
isn’t going anywhere and it has 
been like this since pretty early 
on. How can I know if  I should 
invest more of my time or if  I 
should end it and move on? 

Perplexed in Virginia
 

DEAR PERPLEXED — If  neither of  
you is particularly talkative 
and there are a lot of distrac-
tions when you are together, 
then it’s normal. When you are 
apart, it’s possible that you 
miss — and idealize — each 
other, which is why those con-
versations about a future hap-
pen. The way to determine 
whether you should invest 
more time in this relationship 
would be to ASK him, and just 
as plainly as you addressed 
that question to me.

DEAR ABBY — My husband and I 
have been arguing over wheth-

er food must be covered while 
it’s being heated in the micro-
wave. I always cover it because 
it takes little effort and pre-
vents splatters. He refuses, un-
less the food is very saucy or 
greasy. When I ask why he 
won’t do it, he has no answer. 

 It would be one thing if  he 
routinely cleaned the micro-
wave, but he never does, leav-
ing me to do it. This has caused 
shouting matches between us. 
How can we settle this, short 
of throwing away the micro-
wave? 

Uncovered out West
 

DEAR UNCOVERED — Do not toss 
out a perfectly good microwave 
over this issue. Praise your 
husband when he covers the 
saucy/greasy foods and re-
member to throw a paper 
towel over his dinner when he 
“forgets.”

Young couple seem to click better when apart

Dear Abby

ABIGAIL 
VAN BUREN
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RUMPH REMEMBERED AS ROLE 
MODEL, PHILANTHROPIST

I am very sorry to learn of  
Scott Rumph’s death. He was 
one of  my oldest friends, a man 
who had the respect of  all who 
knew him, and a wonderful role 
model for our younger genera-
tion. 

I always admired his ability to 
“think outside the box” and de-
velop new and better ways to get 
the job done. Generous to a fault, 
always considerate of  others, a 
charitable contributor to multi-
ple causes, he will always be re-
membered for these positive 
traits. 

He has inspired me to pursue 
such a lifestyle, and I shall miss 
him greatly. I am proud that I 
had something to do with inspir-
ing him to learn to fly some 60 
years ago. 

LAVERNE GRIFFIN
Colonel, USAF, retired 

Portage, Wisconsin

Kathleen 
Parker

Big boxes and small towns on Black Friday

WASHINGTON — Even 
though an estimated 115 
million Americans rushed 
to malls and big-box stores 

for Black Friday sales, others were re-
porting that the annual spend-a-thon 
has lost its bang. 

Gone is the thrill of the stampede, the 
fist fights over a big screen, the trample 
to grab the last Soggy Doggy. 

In a Washington Post story, one Ala-
bama veteran of weeklong parking lot 

campouts lamented 
that his Best Buy store 
had closed owing to 
Americans’ changing 
spending habits. But 
even he admitted to 
shopping more online 
these days. Might big 
stores face the same 
fate as the small retail-
ers they’ve put out of  
business in recent 
years? Are we witness-

ing the revenge of Mom and Pop? 
It would seem so. By 5 p.m. on 

Thanksgiving Day, online shoppers had 
spent $1.52 billion via computers, tablets 
and smartphones, and the number is 
expected to break records at $100 billion 
by the end of the holiday shopping sea-
son. 

Some of us have wondered why any-
one would stand in line — or camp out! 

— just to shop. But low prices apparent-
ly justify the inconvenience for many, 
while others simply enjoy the fun of the 
crowd, the energy, as well as the $2.50 
coffee maker. What’s not to love when 
the alternative is day-old turkey and all-
day football? 

Alas, it seems, trends suggest that 
we’ll soon be shopping while also catch-
ing a game until the human anatomy 
resembles a large cushion with small 
hands redesigned only to push buttons. 

Lest we despair and trudge over to 
the fridge for some leftover cold com-
fort, there are hopeful signs that hu-
manity may yet reinvent itself and re-
sist the summons of mass-marketed 
gluttonous consumption. A few items 
that caught my eye: Young people are 
moving back to farming; small towns 
are being revitalized and attracting 
young families who once might have 
elected to live in the ’burbs; and local 
governments are finding grant monies 
to revitalize their downtowns and sup-
port small businesses. 

For people living in small towns and 
mid-size cities, “local” is the new or-
ange.

What’s at play, one may infer, is that 
the “human” in human being is enjoy-
ing something of a revival. Too much of  
everything has spawned a backlash 

manifested in a preference for simplici-
ty. The impulse to acquire celebrated by 
an older generation has given way to an 
appreciation for what one has among 
younger people. This may be a function 
of generally having less to spend, but 
something less prosaic might also be at 
work. 

The frantic immersion in material 
gratification symbolized by Black Fri-
day is the precise opposite of spiritual 
connection or interpersonal engage-
ment. The person fighting a neighbor 
for a laptop or powering past a pregnant 
woman for first dibs on a stroller proba-
bly isn’t bothering to make eye contact, 
much less consider the other’s well-be-
ing. Thus, the lure of the small town or 
the farm may be seen as an existential 
rejection of the anonymous life one 
often experiences in large cities. Just as 
some find the city essential to a rich and 
varied life, others seek escape from the 
grind of the white-collar factory and as-
sociated disassociations. 

To every upside, alas, is a downside. If  
the manic pace of the metropolis can be 
exhausting, small-town life absent a 
rich cultural dimension and economic 
prosperity can be soul-crushing. Recog-
nizing this, there has also been an up-
surge in downtown revitalization initia-
tives, from the National Main Street 
Center Inc. to federal and state grants to 
help small towns leverage their assets 

for economic development. 
As just one example, the National 

Main Street Center, which began in 1980 
as a nonprofit subsidiary of the Nation-
al Trust for Historic Preservation, has 
worked with 2,200 communities to reha-
bilitate close to 246,000 buildings, create 
more than 500,000 jobs and reinvest 
$59.5 billion. That’s not quite a Black 
Friday shopping day, but there’s hope 
therein for small businesses to rebound 
and prosper. 

Down the road, rural communities 
are seeing an uptick in smaller-scale, 
family owned operations as young, col-
lege-educated families trade concrete 
for soil. Between 2007 and 2012, the 
USDA reports 2,384 new farmers be-
tween ages 25 and 34. During the same 
time, however, 100,000 farmers aged 45 
to 54 abandoned the plow.

Thus, the numbers don’t foretell a re-
naissance of the small farmer. But a 
perceptible shift away from quantity to-
ward quality amid an appreciation for 
authentic human exchanges seems a 
hopeful sign as we enter the season of  
giving. Shopping locally is good for ev-
erybody. And, let’s not forget, the best 
gifts come in small packages. 

Kathleen Parker’s email address is kath-
leenparker@washpost.com.

© 2017, Washington Post Writers Group

EDITORIAL ROUNDUP

Recent editorials from South Caroli-
na newspapers:

The Post and Courier
Nov. 19

A regional greenbelt’s 
growth, conservation

The regional greenbelt is growing. 
The addition of about 17 square miles of  
conservation land in Berkeley County 
near Pineville will provide a key link in 
buffering development on the northern 
side of Lake Moultrie, protect the San-
tee River watershed, preserve Revolu-
tionary War sites and the tomb of Revo-
lutionary War hero Gen. Francis “The 
Swamp Fox” Marion.

The value of  the deal far exceeds the 
$3.6 million it took to secure the prop-
erties — altogether about 11,000 acres 
between Francis Marion National For-
est and Santee National Wildlife Refuge 
— for Lord Berkeley Conservation 
Trust.

Separately, in a $4.5 million deal fi-
nanced with wetland mitigation dol-
lars from Palmetto Railways, one of  
the last privately held tracts within 
the Francis Marion National Forest — 
about 2,000 acres — has been acquired 
through a deal with the Open Space 
Institute.

The land, formerly part of  Fairlawn 
Plantation, is prime longleaf  pine hab-
itat and wetlands surrounding the 
headwaters of  the Wando River just 
west of  Awendaw. It will be held in 
trust by the OSI and ultimately turned 
over to the U.S. Forest Service and 
opened to public use, according to 
Nate Berry of  OSI, which also ac-
quired 220 nearby acres with mitiga-
tion funds from Mercedes-Benz relat-

ed to the expansion of  its North 
Charleston plant.

The recent OSI acquisitions also pro-
vide a barrier to annexation by the 
town of Awendaw and dovetail with a 
similar $5.4 million deal in 2014 that se-
cured 2,241 acres of the former Fairlawn 
Plantation.

Most of the “Swamp Fox” land comes 
from the Oakland Club, a private hunt-
ing club that has managed the property, 
with a current market value of about 
$24 million, for more than 100 years. But 
its owners agreed to donate 70 percent 
of the easement value, leaving the S.C. 
Conservation Bank with a tab of $3.6 
million to protect the land in perpetuity. 
The club also donated 25 acres for edu-
cational purposes.

One of the long-term advantages, ac-
cording to Jim Rozier, president of the 
Lord Berkeley Conservation Trust, is 
helping to preserve the Lowcountry’s 
water supply.

“Protecting buffers along our rivers 
and lakes is probably the most impor-
tant thing we can do to sustain water 
quality for our community and avoid a 
disastrous shortage of drinking water 
down the road,” he told Post and Couri-
er reporter Warren Wise.

The greenbelt program has pre-
served, by purchase of property and 
conservation easements, 11,397 acres of  
rural land, 11,438 acres adjacent Francis 
Marion National Forest, 7,900 acres of  
wetlands and has provided for 6,533 
acres of parkland.

Much of  the Charleston metro area 
from the coast near McClellanville to 
Lake Marion now enjoys the benefits 
of  a natural buffer. But there is more 
to be done. Completing a regional 
greenbelt plan will require further 
land acquisitions and easements ex-
tending from the ACE Basin north-
ward to Four Holes Swamp. The re-
markable progress that has been 
made through public and private con-
servation initiatives offers a compel-

ling reason to stay the course.

The Times & Democrat
Nov. 19

Low unemployment 
trend, workforce plan

Unemployment in T&D Region has 
been at low levels compared to past 
years. It is part of a statewide trend of  
low unemployment as the number of  
people working in South Carolina set a 
record in October. The seasonally ad-
justed unemployment rate remained 
unchanged at 3.9 percent for the month. 
Over the past five months, the state’s 
unemployment rate has remained in 
the 3.9 to 4 percent range, levels not 
seen in nearly 17 years.

Yet despite economic development 
successes that all want to see in under-
developed counties such as Orangeburg, 
Bamberg and Calhoun, and around 
South Carolina, there is potential trou-
ble on the horizon for jobs. And it is less 
about a lack of jobs and more about a 
shortage of people to fill the jobs that 
are increasingly requiring advanced 
skills.

This past week, the State Workforce 
Development Board announced a plan 
to ensure a skilled labor force is avail-
able for new and expanding businesses.

SWDB, the governor’s arm for work-
force development, has approved a 
three-year strategic plan to build “a co-
hesive, collaborative and innovative 
workforce system.”

The board has identified four strate-
gic objectives to meet in order to be-
come the catalyst in building a stronger 
workforce across South Carolina. The 
objectives are:

• Identify, invest in and support edu-
cational and developmental strategies to 
better prepare a skilled workforce for 

current and emerging jobs.
• Align resources, policies and strate-

gies between state, local and regional 
systems to continuously improve out-
comes for businesses, individuals and 
partners.

• Identify current and future work-
force needs of South Carolina business 
and industry to support career path-
ways in growth sectors.

• Engage job seekers, employers and 
other workforce partners through mar-
keting and outreach and articulate a 
value proposition specific to each.

A new report from Ball State Univer-
sity points to the need for workers to 
have skills needed for today’s jobs — 
and identifies the risk for locales where 
education and skill levels are lacking.

“How Vulnerable Are American Com-
munities to Automation, Trade and Ur-
banization?” concludes that communi-
ties with large numbers of residents 
with only high school degrees and/or 
earning low salaries working low-
skilled positions are at risk of losing 
jobs to automation and offshoring.

The report was prepared by the Cen-
ter for Business and Economic Research 
and the Rural Policy Institute’s Center 
for State Policy at Ball State in Muncie, 
Indiana. The study found that low risk 
of automation is associated with much 
higher wages, averaging about $80,000 a 
year. Occupations with the highest risk 
of automation have incomes of less 
than $40,000 annually.

“Automation is likely to replace half  
of all low-skilled jobs,” CBER Director 
Michael Hicks said. “Communities 
where people have lower levels of edu-
cational attainment and lower incomes 
are the most vulnerable to automation. 
Considerable labor market turbulence 
is likely in the coming generation.”

To be a community/state that pros-
pers in the evolving economy, focusing 
on education that provides people with 
the skills for jobs that are sustainable is 
essential. 



WEATHER

TODAY’S 

SOUTH 

CAROLINA 

WEATHER
Temperatures shown on map are 
today’s highs and tonight’s lows.

LOCAL ALMANAC

NATIONAL CITIES REGIONAL CITIES

LAKE LEVELS SUN AND MOON

TIDES
RIVER STAGES

Temperature

Precipitation

  Full 7 a.m. 24-hr
Lake pool yest. chg

  Flood 7 a.m. 24-hr
River stage yest. chg AT MYRTLE BEACH

 High Ht. Low Ht.

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/WCity Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W

Weather(W): s–sunny, pc–partly cloudy, c–cloudy, sh–showers, t–thunderstorms, r–rain, sf–snow fl urries, sn–snow, i–ice

AccuWeather® fi ve-day forecast for Sumter

Spartanburg

Greenville

Gaff ney

Columbia

Bishopville
Florence

Myrtle
Beach

Sumter

Manning

Charleston

Aiken

Forecasts and graphics provided by 

AccuWeather, Inc. ©2017

TODAY

Plenty of sunshine

67°

SATURDAY

A blend of sun and 

clouds

62° / 38°

S 4-8 mph

Chance of rain: 5%

FRIDAY

Nice with clouds 

and sun

69° / 39°

NE 4-8 mph

Chance of rain: 20%

THURSDAY

Partly sunny

69° / 48°

S 3-6 mph

Chance of rain: 5%

WEDNESDAY

Mostly sunny

71° / 41°

NW 3-6 mph

Chance of rain: 5%

TONIGHT

Clear

41°

VAR 2-4 mph

Chance of rain: 0%

E 3-6 mph

Chance of rain: 0%

High   64°
Low   21°
Normal high   63°
Normal low   38°
Record high   82° in 1973
Record low   21° in 2017

24 hrs ending 2 p.m. yest.   0.00"
Month to date   0.94"
Normal month to date   2.60"
Year to date   33.51"
Last year to date   44.73"
Normal year to date   43.29"

SUMTER THROUGH 2 P.M. YESTERDAY

Murray 360 354.59 -0.03
Marion 76.8 74.49 +0.02
Moultrie 75.5 74.34 -0.12
Wateree 100 96.74 +0.05

Black River 12 4.57 -0.12
Congaree River 19 1.04 -0.29
Lynches River 14 3.29 +0.15
Saluda River 14 2.16 -0.81
Up. Santee River 80 76.17 +0.12
Wateree River 24 8.75 +1.61

Sunrise 7:06 a.m. Sunset  5:13 p.m.
Moonrise 2:09 p.m. Moonset 1:22 a.m.

Full Last

Dec. 3 Dec. 10

New First

Dec. 18 Dec. 26

Today 3:40 a.m. 2.8 10:35 a.m. 0.7
 4:11 p.m. 2.9 11:09 p.m. 0.3
Wed. 4:38 a.m. 3.0 11:39 a.m. 0.5
 5:07 p.m. 3.0 --- ---

Asheville 60/34/s 64/38/s
Athens 65/39/s 70/43/s
Augusta 70/40/s 72/39/s
Beaufort 70/49/pc 73/48/s
Cape Hatteras 66/55/s 65/54/s
Charleston 70/47/pc 71/45/s
Charlotte 64/36/s 69/38/s
Clemson 63/40/s 68/44/s
Columbia 68/40/s 71/39/s
Darlington 69/39/s 70/37/s
Elizabeth City 65/45/s 67/44/s
Elizabethtown 68/45/s 69/39/s
Fayetteville 67/41/s 70/38/s

Florence 69/41/s 71/39/s
Gainesville 77/56/s 78/53/s
Gastonia 64/35/s 68/39/s
Goldsboro 69/41/s 70/38/s
Goose Creek 70/47/pc 70/43/s
Greensboro 63/36/s 66/38/s
Greenville 63/41/s 68/43/s
Hickory 61/35/s 65/38/s
Hilton Head 69/52/pc 70/49/s
Jacksonville, FL 77/58/s 76/55/s
La Grange 68/46/s 71/49/s
Macon 69/42/s 73/44/s
Marietta 64/42/s 68/48/s

Marion 60/33/s 65/37/s
Mt. Pleasant 69/51/pc 69/47/s
Myrtle Beach 67/48/pc 68/45/s
Orangeburg 70/42/s 70/41/s
Port Royal 68/52/pc 70/49/s
Raleigh 64/37/s 66/36/s
Rock Hill 64/35/s 67/38/s
Rockingham 65/35/s 69/36/s
Savannah 72/49/pc 75/47/s
Spartanburg 62/37/s 66/40/s
Summerville 70/46/pc 70/42/s
Wilmington 70/47/s 71/42/s
Winston-Salem 62/35/s 65/39/s

 Today Wed.  Today Wed.  Today Wed.

Atlanta 64/46/s 68/50/s
Chicago 57/32/pc 47/39/s
Dallas 77/53/s 69/49/pc
Detroit 60/38/s 46/35/s
Houston 79/58/s 78/57/pc
Los Angeles 75/55/pc 75/53/pc
New Orleans 74/61/s 77/59/pc
New York 54/44/s 59/35/s
Orlando 79/64/pc 80/62/pc
Philadelphia 59/43/s 62/36/s
Phoenix 77/55/s 79/59/pc
San Francisco 60/50/pc 62/49/s
Wash., DC 62/44/s 64/39/pc

 Today Wed.

IN THE MOUNTAINS

Today: Pleasant with plenty of sunshine. 
Winds east 4-8 mph. Clear.
Wednesday: Mostly sunny and mild. Winds 
south-southwest 3-6 mph.

ON THE COAST

Today: Partly sunny. High 66 to 70.
Wednesday: Mostly sunny. High 68 to 73.

62/37
63/41

62/34

68/40

68/39
69/41

67/48

67/41

68/43

70/47

65/39

DOWNLOAD 
THE APP TODAY

The last word 
in astrology

EUGENIA LAST

PUBLIC AGENDA

SUPPORT GROUPS

In this photo 
taken by 
Emily Turner, 
Morgan Reese 
Goodman says, 
“I’m not afraid 
of the doctor. 
I’m not afraid of 
the doctor.” 

PICTURES FROM THE PUBLIC

HAVE YOU TAKEN PICTURES OF INTERESTING, EXCITING, BEAUTIFUL OR HISTORICAL PLACES? Would you like to share 

those images with your fellow Sumter Item readers? E-mail your hi-resolution jpegs to sandra@theitem.com, or mail to Sandra Holbert 

c/o The Sumter Item, P.O. Box 1677, Sumter, SC 29150. Include clearly printed or typed name of photographer and photo details. Include a 

self-addressed, stamped envelope for return of your photo. Amateur photographers only please. Photos of poor reproduction quality may not 

publish. With the exception of pictures that are of a timely nature, submitted photos will publish in the order in which they are received.

ARIES (March 
21-April 19): 
Emotions will 
rise to the 
surface. 

Before you say something, make 
sure you have your facts straight 
or it may affect your relationship 
with someone important. 
Preparation and detail will make a 
difference. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Be 
brave and tuck your emotions away 
someplace safe. Refuse to let 
anyone goad you into revealing 
information that is better kept a 
secret. Observation, assessing 
situations and looking for unique 
solutions will turn a negative into a 
positive. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): You can 
make a difference if you join forces 
with others who feel the same way 
you do about what’s going on in 
your community. Don’t sell yourself 
short. Take a leadership position 
and offer intelligent solutions to 
existing problems. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Your 
emotions will kick in and cause 
havoc if you bring about too many 
changes. Don’t let the actions of 
others unnerve you or cost you 
time and money. Stay focused on 
what’s important and finish what 
you start. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Business 
trips, educational pursuits and 
meetings are favored. Your 
knowledge and responsible 
attitude will grab the attention of 
someone who can make a 
difference in your life. Explore your 
interests and you’ll find a way to 
make money doing something you 
love. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Look 
over your financial situation and 
make adjustments that will 
encourage you to save more and 
spend less. Don’t let anyone put 
demands on you that will restrict 

your ability to get ahead. Stay 
focused on taking care of your 
responsibilities. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Don’t mix 
emotions with business. You have 
to stay alert and ready to take on 
new challenges. Being responsible 
will help you overcome any 
obstacle that comes your way. Trust 
your intelligence to outmaneuver 
any competition you face. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Personal improvements, self-
awareness and exploring your 
options are highlighted. Don’t hold 
back — when you see something 
you want, take the initiative to 
pursue your goal. Love and 
romance are on the rise and will 
enrich your life. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
Don’t give in to emotional mind 
games or anyone trying to make 
your life difficult. Bring about 
positive changes and surround 
yourself with people who offer 
support and hands-on help. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Take 
pride in the way you look and how 
you present who you are and what 
you do to others. The more 
marketable you are, the easier it 
will be to gain support. Romance is 
in the stars. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Do 
what you can to help others, but 
don’t let anyone trick you into 
taking on responsibilities that don’t 
belong to you. Bring about 
changes by voicing your opinion 
and collaborating with people who 
are as interested in improvement 
as you are. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Don’t 
let what others do or say lead to a 
spat. Listen and reflect, but don’t 
give in to someone trying to coerce 
you into a debate. Stay focused on 
personal gains and self-
improvement. Take health issues 
into your own hands. 

CLARENDON MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Tuesday, Nov. 28, at 6 p.m., 
hospital board room

SUMTER COUNTY COUNCIL
Tuesday, Nov. 28, 6 p.m., Sumter 
County Council Chambers
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AA, AL-ANON, ALATEEN: 
AA — Monday-Friday, noon 
and 5:30 p.m.; Saturday, 8 
p.m.; Sundays, 10:30 a.m. 
and 7 p.m., 1 Warren St. (803) 
775-1852. 

AA Women’s Meeting — 
Wednesdays, 7 p.m., 1 War-
ren St. (803) 775-1852. 

AA Spanish Speaking — Sun-
days, 4:30 p.m., 1 Warren St. 
(803) 775-1852. 

AA “How it Works” Group — 
Mondays and Fridays, 8 p.m., 
1154 Ronda St. Call (803) 494-
5180. 

441 AA Support Group — Mon-
days, Tuesdays and Fridays, 
8 p.m., Hair Force, 2090-D S.C. 
441. 

AA Summerton Group — 
Wednesday, 8 p.m., town 
hall. 

Manning Al-Anon Family Group 
— Thursdays, 7:30 p.m., Be-
havioral Health Building, 14 
Church St., Manning. Call 
Angie Johnson at (803) 435-
8085. 

C/A “Drop the Rock” Group — 
Thursdays, 9:30 p.m., 1154 
Ronda St. Call Elizabeth 
Owens at (803) 607-4543. 

MONDAY MEETINGS: 
Sumter Vitiligo Support Group 
— Second Monday, 5:45-6:45 
p.m., North HOPE Center, 904 
N. Main St. Call Tiffany at 
(803) 316-6763. The group is 
also on Facebook. 

TUESDAY MEETINGS: 
Heroin Anonymous — Tues-
days, 9:30-10:30 p.m., 4742 
Broad St. Call (803) 494-5180.

Sumter Connective Tissue Sup-
port Group — First Tuesday of 
January, March, May, July, 
September and November, 7 
p.m., 180 Tiller Circle. Call 
(803) 773-0869. 

Mothers of Angels (for mothers 
who have lost a child) — First 
Tuesday at noon and third 
Tuesday at 6 p.m., Wise 
Drive Baptist Church. Call 
(803) 469-6059, (803) 979-
4498, (803) 469-4506 or (803) 
938-8544. 

Sumter Combat Veterans Group 
Peer to Peer — Tuesdays, 11 
a.m., South HOPE Center, 
1125 S. Lafayette Drive. Vet-
erans helping veterans with 
PTSD, coping skills, claims 
and benefits.

“The Gathering” — Second 
Tuesday, 5:30-6:30 p.m., North 
HOPE Center, 904 N. Main St. 
Support group for teens and 
adults with special needs. 
Call Joan Bell at (803) 972-
0051 or Carrie Jodoin at (803) 
468-5745 or email thegather-
ing23@aol.com.

Parkinson’s Support Group — 
Second Tuesday, 5:30 p.m., 

Carolinas Rehabilitation 
Hospital, 121 E. Cedar St., 
Florence. Call (843) 661-3746. 

Sumter Amputee Support Group 
— Second Tuesday, 6:30 p.m., 
Sumter Prosthetics & Orthot-
ics, 259 Broad St. Call (803) 
883-4356. 

Sumter Chapter Parents of Mur-
dered Children (POMC) — 
Third Tuesday, 5:30-7 p.m., 
Birnie HOPE Center, 210 S. 
Purdy St. Open to anyone 
who has lost a loved one to 
murder in a violent way. 

Multiple Sclerosis Support 
Group — Third Tuesday, 5:30 
p.m., Carolinas Rehabilita-
tion Hospital, 121 E. Cedar 
St., Florence. Call (843) 661-
3746. 

Amputee Support Group — 
Fourth Tuesday, 5:30 p.m., 
Carolinas Rehabilitation 
Hospital, 121 E. Cedar St., 
Florence. Call (843) 661-3746. 

EFMP Parent Exchange Group — 
Last Tuesday, 11 a.m.-noon, 
Airman and Family Readiness 
Center. Support to service 
members who have a depen-
dent with a disability or ill-
ness. Call Dorcus Haney at 
(803) 895-1252/1253 or Sue 
Zimmerman at (803) 847-2377. 

WEDNESDAY MEETINGS: 
Sickle Cell Support Group — 
Last Wednesday, 11 a.m.-1 
p.m., South Sumter Resource 
Center, 337 Manning Ave. 
Call Bertha Willis at (803) 
774-6181. 

Divorce Care — Wednesdays, 
6:30 p.m., Bethel Baptist 
Church, 2401 Bethel Church 
Road. Call (803) 481-2160. 

Grief Share — Wednesdays, 
6:30 p.m., Bethel Baptist 
Church, 2401 Bethel Church 
Road. Call (803) 481-2160. 

THURSDAY MEETINGS: 
TOPS S.C. No. 236 (Take Off 
Pounds Sensibly) — Thurs-
days, 9 a.m., Spectrum Se-
nior Center, 1989 Durant 
Lane. Call Diane at (803) 775-
3926 or Nancy at (803) 469-
4789. 

Alzheimer’s Support Group 
through S.C. Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation — First Thursday, 6-8 
p.m., National Health Care, 
1018 N. Guignard Drive. Call 
Cheryl Fluharty at (803) 
905-7720 or the Alzheimer’s 
Association at (800) 636-
3346. 

Journey of Hope (for family 
members of the mentally ill), 
Journey to Recovery (for the 
mentally ill) and Survivors of 
Suicide Support Group — Each 
group meets every first Thurs-
day, 7 p.m., St. John United 
Methodist Church, 136 Poin-
sett Drive. Call Fred Harmon at 
(803) 905-5620.
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BY TIM REYNOLDS
The Associated Press

ESTERO, Fla. -- Jackie 
Young and Notre Dame sent a 
clear message Sunday night. 
The Irish are a force yet again.

Arike Ogunbowale scored 23 
points, Young added 22 on her 
way to tournament MVP hon-
ors and Notre Dame beat 
South Carolina 92-85 on Sun-
day night to take the Gulf  
Coast Showcase champion-
ship and snap the defending 
national champion Game-
cocks' 17-game winning 
streak.

With the win, ND moved up 
from No. 6 to No. 3 in The As-
sociated Press Top 25 poll re-
leased on Monday. Carolina 
dropped from third to fifth.

Marina Mabrey scored 12 
points and Jessica Shepard 
had 10 for the Irish (6-0), who 
went on a staggering 37-12 run 
in one stretch and then had 
just enough to hang on in the 
final moments.

"We're a great team," Young 

said. "We were just rattled in a 
little bit at the beginning. We 
just needed to get settled 
down, get some stops, get set-
tled into our offense and that's 
what we did."

A'ja Wilson had 29 of  her ca-
reer-best 34 points in the sec-
ond half  for South Carolina (6-
1), which hadn't lost since Feb. 
19. Alexis Jennings and Doni-
yah Cliney each scored 12 
points for the Gamecocks, 
who had won each of  their 
last 31 games in which they 
scored 85 or more.

"Foul trouble does that to 
us," South Carolina coach 
Dawn Staley said. "We lose 
our point guard, and although 
we practice without her at 
times, when you're playing 
that level of  team you've got to 
have your full armor."

When Tyasha Harris got her 
second foul early in the sec-
ond quarter, the reigning na-
tional champions were up 30-
18. Barely five minutes later, 

Notre Dame hands 
USC women 1st loss

Swinney has near perfect day in Tigers’ win

COLUMBIA — Outside of  winning a 
national championship, Saturday had 
the makings of  the perfect day in Dabo 
Swinney's tenure as Clemson Universi-
ty head football coach.

Swinney notched his 100th victory as 
the Tigers' head coach with a dominat-
ing 34-10 victory over archrival South 

Carolina at Williams-
Brice Stadium. If  that 
weren't enough to cele-
brate, losses by College 
Football Playoff  No. 1 Al-
abama and No. 2 Miami 
paved the way for Clem-
son to likely ascend to the 

top of  the CFP poll heading into confer-
ence championship week.

"I remember my 100th game was the 

ACC championship, I guess in '15. That 
was pretty special and our 100th win, 
for it to come here is definitely some-
thing that I will always remember," 
Swinney said of  the milestone win that 
ran his overall record at Clemson to 
100-29. "The wins go by my name, but 
I'm just fortunate to have a bunch of  
great players that play for me. They 
have earned those wins. I haven't 
played a play in any of  those games. 

The players played those games and we 
have a great staff  and a lot of  awesome 
people that have been a part of  it."

The death knell for No. 24 South Car-
olina on Saturday likely came before 
the game even started. Just moments 
before kickoff, Alabama fell at No. 6 
Auburn, 26-14, a fact that Swinney 
shared with his players to give them a 

BY EDDIE LITAKER
Special to The Sumter Item

Jeff  Schaffer will be back in 
a familiar spot this season, 
and that familiarity is why he 
is where he is.

Schaffer is back as the girls 
basketball head coach at Sum-
ter High School — for now on 
an interim basis — after the 
late resignation of  Frances 
Fields for personal reasons 
just before the start of  practice 
for the upcoming season.

Schaffer was the head coach 
at Sumter for six seasons from 
2002-08 before stepping down. 
However, he has been part of  
the SHS boys program in some 
form or fashion practically 
since his resignation.

"I think they wanted some-
one who was already at the 
school, already familiar with 
the players, already in place 

Schaffer in 
charge of 
SHS girls

SUMTER ITEM FILE PHOTO

Tamerah Brown (10) was the leading scorer for Sumter last year 
during its 3-18 season. The Lady Gamecocks open their season 
today with a home game against Hartsville.

BY DENNIS BRUNSON
dennis@theitem.com

SWINNEY

SEE LADY, PAGE B3 SEE USC, PAGE B3

CLEMSON FOOTBALL

PREP BASKETBALL USC WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
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PREP BASKETBALL

Learning 
on the job
SHS Gamecocks will have 
talented but young squad

SUMTER ITEM FILE PHOTO

College of Charleston signee Isiah Moore (11) is back to lead Sumter High School when it opens its season 
today against Hartsville at the SHS gymnasium.

BY DENNIS BRUNSON
dennis@theitem.com

The Sumter High School 
varsity boys basketball team 
was a veteran squad last year 
with nine seniors on the ros-
ter. The Gamecocks rode that 
experience to an 18-7 overall 
and a second straight region 
title under head coach Shawn 
Jones.

Needless to say, with all of  
those seniors gone, SHS will 
be fielding a much younger 
squad. Jones, however, thinks 
his squad will be able to make 
a push for another Region 
VI-5A crown and hopefully a 
deeper run in the state play-
offs.

“It’s a talented group that 
we have,” said Jones, whose 
squad opens its season today 
at home against Hartsville 
beginning at approximately 
7:30 p.m. “it’s a lot of  guys off  
of  a junior varsity team that 
lost just one game. I think 
we’re going to end up being 
pretty good. We just may have 
to take some bumps and 
bruises early on.”

While Sumter may take 
some bumps and bruises, 
they should be able to hand 
some out as well with their 
size. Their top returnee is 
6-foot-10-inch senior Isiah 
Moore, who recently signed 
with College of  Charleston. 
The Gamecocks will also have 

6-7 junior Calvin Felder, who 
has several NCAA Division I 
offers and 6-6, 220-pound ju-
nior Eric Watts.

“We’re going to make a 
point to try and get it inside a 
lot,” said Jones, whose team 
lost to Lexington in the sec-
ond round of  the state play-
offs last season. “Moore and 
Felder play some on the pe-
rimeter, but when Watts is in 
there we’re going to try and 
get it into him. Eric Watts is a 
bull inside.”

Moore was selected to the 
South Carolina Basketball 
Coaches Association’s 5A all-
state team last season. He av-
eraged around 12.0 points, 5.4 
rebounds and two blocked 
shots per game.

Moore and Felder will be in 
the starting lineup today 

SEE SHS, PAGE B3

‘I think we’re going to 

end up being pretty 

good. We just may 

have to take some 

bumps and bruises 

early on.’

HEAD COACH SHAWN JONES
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SCOREBOARD
TV, RADIO
TODAY
2:40 p.m. – International Soccer: Tottenham vs. 
Leicester City (NBC SPORTS NETWORK).
6:05 p.m. – Talk Show: Sports Talk (WDXY-FM 105.9, 
WDXY-AM 1240).
6:30 p.m. – College Basketball: Baylor at Xavier 
(FOX SPORTS 1).
7 p.m. – College Basketball: Big Ten/ACC Challenge 
Game – Northwestern at Georgia Tech (ESPN2).
7 p.m. – College Basketball: Big Ten/ACC Challenge 
Game – Florida State at Rutgers (ESPNU).
7 p.m. – NHL Hockey: Carolina at Columbus (FOX 
SPORTSOUTH).
7 p.m. – NBA Basketball: Miami at Cleveland (NBA 
TV).
8 p.m. – College Basketball: Big Ten/ACC Challenge 
Game – Louisville at Purdue (ESPN).
8 p.m.  NHL Hockey: Chicago at Nashville (NBC 
SPORTS NETWORK).
8 p.m. – College Basketball: Radford at Vanderbilt 
(SEC NETWORK).
8:30 p.m. – College Basketball: Maine at 
Georgetown (FOX SPORTS 1).
9 p.m. – Women’s College Basketball: Connecticut 
at Nevada (CBS SPORTS NETWORK).
9 p.m. – College Basketball: Big Ten/ACC Challenge 
Game – Iowa at Virginia Tech (ESPN2).
9 p.m. – College Basketball: Big Ten/ACC Challenge 
Game – Illinois at Wake Forest (ESPNU).
10 p.m. – NBA Basketball: Denver at Utah (ESPN).
PREP FOOTBALL PLAYOFFS
SCHSL
Championships

Saturday
At Williams-Brice Stadium
In Columbia
5A
Dutch Fork vs. Dorman, noon
4A
Hartsville vs. South Pointe, 6:30 p.m.
Dillon vs. Chapman, 3 p.m.

Friday
At Charlie W. Johnson Stadium
In Columbia
2A
Bamberg-Ehrhardt vs. Abbeville, 5 p.m.
1A
Baptist Hill vs. Lamar, 8 p.m.

NFL STANDINGS
By The Associated Press
All Times EST

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
EAST
 W L T Pct PF PA
New England 9 2 0 .818 325 220
Buffalo 6 5 0 .545 224 260
N.Y. Jets 4 7 0 .364 228 257
Miami 4 7 0 .364 174 289

SOUTH
 W L T Pct PF PA
Tennessee 7 4 0 .636 242 269
Jacksonville 7 4 0 .636 269 168
Houston 4 6 0 .400 267 262
Indianapolis 3 8 0 .273 195 300

NORTH
 W L T Pct PF PA
Pittsburgh 9 2 0 .818 258 193
Baltimore 5 5 0 .500 213 171
Cincinnati 5 6 0 .455 199 215
Cleveland 0 11 0 .000 166 289

WEST
 W L T Pct PF PA
Kansas City 6 5 0 .545 272 236
L.A. Chargers 5 6 0 .455 249 202
Oakland 5 6 0 .455 225 261
Denver 3 8 0 .273 197 280

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
EAST
 W L T Pct PF PA
Philadelphia 10 1 0 .909 351 191
Dallas 5 6 0 .455 248 270
Washington 5 6 0 .455 258 276
N.Y. Giants 2 9 0 .182 172 267

SOUTH
 W L T Pct PF PA
New Orleans 8 3 0 .727 322 222
Carolina 8 3 0 .727 248 207
Atlanta 7 4 0 .636 265 230
Tampa Bay 4 7 0 .364 223 262

NORTH
 W L T Pct PF PA
Minnesota 9 2 0 .818 271 195
Detroit 6 5 0 .545 294 264
Green Bay 5 6 0 .455 232 261
Chicago 3 8 0 .273 177 252

WEST
 W L T Pct PF PA
L.A. Rams 8 3 0 .727 329 206
Seattle 7 4 0 .636 266 212
Arizona 5 6 0 .455 203 278
San Francisco 1 10 0 .091 187 284

THURSDAY’S GAMES
Minnesota 30, Detroit 23
L.A. Chargers 28, Dallas 6
Washington 20, N.Y. Giants 10

SUNDAY’S GAMES
Atlanta 34, Tampa Bay 20
Cincinnati 30, Cleveland 16
Tennessee 20, Indianapolis 16
Buffalo 16, Kansas City 10
Philadelphia 31, Chicago 3
New England 35, Miami 17
Carolina 35, N.Y. Jets 27
Seattle 24, San Francisco 13
Oakland 21, Denver 14
L.A. Rams 26, New Orleans 20
Arizona 27, Jacksonville 24
Pittsburgh 31, Green Bay 28

THURSDAY, NOV. 30
Washington at Dallas, 8:25 p.m.

SUNDAY, DEC. 3
Tampa Bay at Green Bay, 1 p.m.
Minnesota at Atlanta, 1 p.m.
San Francisco at Chicago, 1 p.m.
Detroit at Baltimore, 1 p.m.
Denver at Miami, 1 p.m.
Indianapolis at Jacksonville, 1 p.m.
Houston at Tennessee, 1 p.m.
Kansas City at N.Y. Jets, 1 p.m.
New England at Buffalo, 1 p.m.
Cleveland at L.A. Chargers, 4:05 p.m.
Carolina at New Orleans, 4:25 p.m.
L.A. Rams at Arizona, 4:25 p.m.
N.Y. Giants at Oakland, 4:25 p.m.
Philadelphia at Seattle, 8:30 p.m.

MONDAY, DEC. 4
Pittsburgh at Cincinnati, 8:30 p.m.

NBA STANDINGS
By The Associated Press
All Times EST

EASTERN CONFERENCE
ATLANTIC DIVISION
 W L Pct GB
Boston 18 3 .857 —
Toronto 12 7 .632 5
Philadelphia 11 7 .611 5½
New York 10 9 .526 7
Brooklyn 7 12 .368 10

SOUTHEAST DIVISION
 W L Pct GB
Washington 10 9 .526 —
Miami 10 9 .526 —
Charlotte 8 11 .421 2
Orlando 8 12 .400 2½
Atlanta 4 16 .200 6½

CENTRAL DIVISION
 W L Pct GB
Detroit 12 6 .667 —
Cleveland 12 7 .632 ½
Indiana 11 9 .550 2
Milwaukee 9 9 .500 3
Chicago 3 15 .167 9

WESTERN CONFERENCE
SOUTHWEST DIVISION
 W L Pct GB
Houston 15 4 .789 —
San Antonio 12 7 .632 3
New Orleans 11 9 .550 4½
Memphis 7 12 .368 8
Dallas 5 15 .250 10½

NORTHWEST DIVISION
 W L Pct GB
Minnesota 12 8 .600 —
Portland 12 8 .600 —
Denver 11 8 .579 ½
Utah 9 11 .450 3
Oklahoma City 8 11 .421 3½

PACIFIC DIVISION
 W L Pct GB
Golden State 15 5 .750 —
L.A. Lakers 8 11 .421 6½

L.A. Clippers 7 11 .389 7
Phoenix 7 14 .333 8½
Sacramento 5 14 .263 9½

SUNDAY’S GAMES
Miami 100, Chicago 93
Minnesota 119, Phoenix 108
Brooklyn 98, Memphis 88

TODAY’S GAMES
Miami at Cleveland, 7 p.m.
Phoenix at Chicago, 8 p.m.
Washington at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Denver at Utah, 10 p.m.
Milwaukee at Sacramento, 10 p.m.

WEDNESDAY’S GAMES
Oklahoma City at Orlando, 7 p.m.
Phoenix at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Washington at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
Charlotte at Toronto, 7:30 p.m.
Miami at New York, 7:30 p.m.
Indiana at Houston, 8 p.m.
Minnesota at New Orleans, 8 p.m.
Brooklyn at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
Memphis at San Antonio, 8:30 p.m.
Golden State at L.A. Lakers, 10:30 p.m.

THURSDAY’S GAMES
Cleveland at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
Philadelphia at Boston, 7:30 p.m.
Chicago at Denver, 9 p.m.
Milwaukee at Portland, 10 p.m.
Utah at L.A. Clippers, 10:30 p.m.

FCS PLAYOFFS
By The Associated Press
All Times EST
First Round
Saturday, Nov. 25
Furman 28, Elon 27
Stony Brook 59, Lehigh 29
New Hampshire 14, CCSU 0
Kennesaw St. 28, Samford 17
South Dakota 38, Nicholls 31
Weber State 21, Western Illinois 19
Northern Iowa 46, Monmouth (NJ) 7
San Diego 41, Northern Arizona 10
Second Round
Saturday, Dec. 2
Stony Brook (10-2) at James Madison (11-0), 2 p.m.
Kennesaw State (11-1) at Jacksonville State (10-1), 2 
p.m.
Furman (8-4) at Wofford (9-2), 2 p.m.
Northern Iowa (8-4) at South Dakota State (9-2), 3 
p.m.
New Hampshire (8-4) at Central Arkansas (10-1), 3 
p.m.
South Dakota (8-4) at Sam Houston State (10-1), 3 
p.m.
San Diego (10-2) at North Dakota State (10-1), 3:30 
p.m.
Weber State (10-2) at Southern Utah (9-2), 8 p.m.
Quarterfinals
Friday, Dec. 8 or Saturday, Dec. 9
Stony Brook-James Madison winner vs. Weber State-
Southern Utah winner
Kennesaw State-Jacksonville State winner vs. South 
Dakota-Sam Houston State winner
Northern Iowa-South Dakota State winner vs. New 
Hampshire-Central Arkansas winner
Furman-Wofford winner vs. San Diego-North Dakota 
State winner
Semifinals
Friday, Dec. 15
TBD, 8 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 16
TBD, 4:30 p.m.
Championship
Saturday, Jan. 6
At Toyota Stadium
Frisco, Texas
Semifinal winners, Noon

PGA SCORES
Emirates Australian Open Leading Scores
By The Associated Press
Sunday
At The Australian Golf Club Rosebery
Sydney
Purse: $1.25 million
Yardage: 7,239; Par: 71
Final
a-amateur
Cameron Davis, Australia 63-72-74-64—273
Matt Jones, Australia 71-67-68-68—274
Jonas Blixt, Sweden 68-72-66-68—274
Cameron Smith, Australia 69-69-69-68—275
Jason Day, Australia 66-68-69-73—276
Mark Brown, New Zealand 72-70-67-68—277
Lucas Herbert, Australia 67-66-71-73—277
Jordan Spieth, United States 70-71-70-67—278
Matthew Guyatt, Australia 68-72-69-70—279
Travis Smyth, Australia 71-69-73-67—280
James Marchesani, Australia 73-70-67-70—280
Stephen Leaney, Australia 67-74-71-69—281
Jason Norris, Australia 68-75-69-69—281
Brett Rumford, Australia 70-72-69-70—281
Jamie Arnold, Australia 68-76-68-70—282
Ben Campbell, New Zealand 67-72-72-71—282
Curtis Luck, Australia 73-70-68-71—282
a-Matias Sanchez, Australia 71-70-68-73—282
Dale Brandt-Richards, Australia 73-66-71-73—283
Jason Scrivener, Australia 69-70-71-73—283
a-Takumi Kanaya, Japan 71-73-65-74—283
Anthony Quayle, Australia 67-69-72-75—283
Rhein Gibson, Australia 72-68-68-75—283
Mike Miller, United States 75-68-72-69—284
Jake McLeod, Australia 73-71-71-69—284
Michael Wright, Australia 70-73-71-70—284
Kramer Hickok, United States 69-73-71-71—284
Andrew Martin, Australia 68-74-71-71—284
Nick Cullen, Australia 66-72-74-72—284
Michael Hendry, New Zealand 74-70-68-72—284
Ben Eccles, Australia 74-70-68-72—284
Kyong-Jun Moon, South Korea 75-69-75-66—285
Josh Cabban, Australia 75-66-75-69—285
a-Min Woo Lee, Australia 72-69-74-70—285
a-Cameron John, Australia 71-73-71-70—285
Taylor Macdonald, Australia 65-74-74-72—285
Jack Wilson, Australia 73-70-76-67—286
Daniel Valente, Australia 71-73-72-70—286
Adam Bland, Australia 69-72-74-71—286
James Nitties, Australia 70-71-74-71—286
Richard Green, Australia 70-68-74-74—286
Jake Higginbottom, Australia 72-71-69-74—286
Craig Parry, Australia 73-67-70-76—286
Nick O’Hern, Australia 70-74-76-67—287
Tim Hart, Australia 69-74-73-71—287
Jack Munro, Australia 71-68-76-72—287
Rod Pampling, Australia 68-74-73-72—287
Brett Rankin, Australia 71-71-73-72—287
Nathan Green, Australia 71-71-70-75—287
Andrew Evans, Australia 73-69-75-71—288
Oliver Goss, Australia 73-70-69-76—288
Stephen Dartnall, Australia 69-72-75-73—289
Deyen Lawson, Australia 71-73-71-74—289
Mikko Ilonen, Finland 73-68-73-75—289
Rory Bourke, Australia 71-70-73-75—289
Josh Geary, New Zealand 74-69-77-70—290
Christopher Wood, Australia 73-70-76-71—290
Matt Jager, Australia 72-72-73-73—290
Jarryd Felton, Australia 71-72-72-75—290
Stephen Allan, Australia 70-73-71-76—290
Austin Bautista, Australia 68-76-76-71—291
Luke Toomey, New Zealand 72-72-74-73—291
Alex Edge, Australia 66-76-74-76—292
Geoff Ogilvy, Australia 69-73-76-75—293
Max McCardle, Australia 72-71-76-75—294
a-Charles Reiter, United States 75-69-75-75—294
Steven Jeffress, Australia 68-73-74-81—296
Lindsay Wilson, Australia 71-73-77-82—303

TRANSACTIONS
By The Associated Press
BASEBALL
American League
OAKLAND ATHLETICS — Announced LHP Sam Moll 
was claimed off waivers by Pittsburgh.
SEATTLE MARINERS — Signed RHP Hisashi Iwakuma 
to a minor-league contract.
TEXAS RANGERS — Claimed C Juan Centeno off 
waivers from Houston.
National League
SAN DIEGO PADRES — Announced RHP Kyle Lloyd 
cleared waivers and was sent outright to El Paso 
(PCL).
BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association
MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES — Fired coach David Fizdale. 
Named J.B. Bickerstaff interim coach.
FOOTBALL
National Football League
ARIZONA CARDINALS — Released LB Connor Harris 
from the practice squad. Signed LB Kevin Snyder to 
the practice squad.
CHICAGO BEARS — Released WR Mario Alford from 
the practice squad. Signed DB Alex Carter to the 
practice squad.
DETROIT LIONS — Placed S Tavon Wilson on injured 
reserve. Signed WR Bradley Marquez and S Rolan 
Milligan from the practice squad and WR Jace 
Billingsley and S Stefan McClure to the practice 
squad.
NEW YORK GIANTS — Placed OL D.J. Fluker, CB 
Donte Deayon and LBs Curtis Grant and Deontae 
Skinner on injured reserve. Signed LB Jeremy Cash. 
Claimed LB Ray-Ray Armstrong off waivers from 
San Francisco. SOCCER
Major League Soccer
NEW YORK CITY FC — Exercised 2018 contract 
options on M Kwame Awuah, D Ronald Matarrita, G 
Andre Rawls, F Khiry Shelton and D Ben Sweat. 

PRO FOOTBALL
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Carolina quarterback Cam Newton (1) dives over the tackle attempt of New York Jets 
outside linebacker Jordan Jenkins (48) on a two-point conversion score during the 
Panthers’ 35-27 victory on Sunday in East Rutherford, N.J.

Panthers are set for 
1st-place showdown
BY DENNIS WASZAK JR.
The Associated Press

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. — Cam 
Newton wanted to take a few hours 
to relish the Carolina Panthers’ lat-
est win and then start focusing on 
their next game.

After all, they deserved to cele-
brate this one a little bit, especially 
after how the defense and special 
teams came through in the fourth 
quarter of  a 35-27 victory over the 
New York Jets on Sunday.

“To have the guys pick it up and do 
things that they needed to on de-
fense and on special teams,” coach 
Ron Rivera said, “it was a big boost 
to the offense.”

But, up next are the New Orleans 
Saints for first place in the NFC 
South.

“Right now, we just have to debrief  
from this game and hopefully (begin) 
getting prepared for our next oppo-
nent, which is the Saints,” Newton 
said. “Nothing has changed, and it’s 
just a great matchup that we’re look-
ing forward to.”

The Panthers have won four 
straight to improve to 8-3. They’re 
now tied with the Saints for the top 
spot in the division after New Or-

leans fell 26-20 against the Los Ange-
les Rams. That ended an eight-game 
winning streak for Drew Brees and 
the Saints, whom the Panthers are 
all too familiar with.

“They’re good,” linebacker Luke 
Kuechly said. “There’s a reason 
they’re like that. There’s a reason 
Drew has been slinging the ball as 
long as he has — because he’s good. 
He’s good in that system and they’re 
good in the dome.

“We’ve got our work cut out for 
us.”

The Saints might be saying the 
same about the Panthers, who over-
came a fourth-quarter deficit to send 
the Jets to their fifth loss in six 
games.

Kuechly returned a fumble 34 
yards for a touchdown and Kaelin 
Clay had a 60-yard punt return for a 
score, capping a stunning swing in 
the fourth quarter.

“It wasn’t a blockbuster outing of-
fensively for us, statistics-wise,” 
Newton said. “But at the end of  the 
day, we found ways to win the foot-
ball game.”

This one turned in a span of  2 
minutes, 11 seconds on mistakes by 
the Jets — and the Panthers taking 
advantage.

Tomlin fine with hyping up 
Steelers’ showdown with Pats

PITTSBURGH (AP) — Sitting 
across from a Hall of  Fame coach 
turned broadcaster, Mike Tomlin de-
cided to do longtime friend Tony 
Dungy a solid.

Asked about his team’s potential 
during a taped segment before the 
Pittsburgh Steelers hosted Green Bay 
on Sunday, Tomlin said aloud what’s 
long been whispered in his locker 
room.

Dungy asked for an answer in 
“non-coach-speak.” Tomlin, who can 
be as fluent in “coach-speak” as any 
of  his peers, obliged.

Yes, Tomlin considers the Steelers 
talented enough to win the Super 
Bowl.

Yes, he’s well aware Pittsburgh’s 
Dec. 17 showdown with longtime 
nemesis New England could produce 
“fireworks,” in what he believes 
could be a preview of another playoff  
clash in January.

“We got a good football team,” 
Tomlin said after Pittsburgh edged 
the undermanned Packers 31-28 to 
improve to 9-2.

“I got a great deal of  confidence in 
them. Everybody in America knows 
that’s a big game. We couldn’t deny it 
if  we wanted to.”

So Tomlin didn’t even try, a move 
that caught his players off  guard. Not 
that Tomlin said it. That he opted to 
share it.

“Obviously I’m watching them,” 

running back Le’Veon Bell said. 
“They’re winning, doing their job but 
when we get in a stadium with those 
guys, I’ll worry about those guys 
then. Until then I worry about the 
team we’re playing.”

At times, that’s trouble enough for 
Pittsburgh, who again flirted with a 
meltdown against a heavy underdog.

The Steelers turned it over three 
times, allowed Green Bay backup 
quarterback Brett Hundley to throw 
for three touchdowns and lead a 
game-tying 77-yard drive in the final 
minutes.

Pittsburgh escaped only after star 
wide receiver Antonio Brown did An-
tonio Brown things, namely, a 23-yard 
toe drag masterpiece on a perfect 
throw from Ben Roethlisberger that 
pushed the Steelers to the edge of  
field goal range.

A more conventional 14-yard grab 
followed, the last in a 10-reception, 
169-yard, two-touchdown perfor-
mance that showcased his flair for 
the dramatic. Brown has reached the 
end zone 10 times in Pittsburgh’s past 
four prime-time appearances.

“I think it’s noticed more globally 
when it’s a big stage,” Bell said. 
“Down the stretch, more people can 
see it like and be like ‘Man, that’s a 
great catch.’ But I see it all the time. 
He’s just an amazing player. I see him 
working hard every day. He never 
seems to surprise me.”

Pittsburgh escapes after toe drag masterpiece
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the lead was gone. And soon, it was gone for 
good.

Notre Dame made seven consecutive shots 
in the second quarter to get back into the 
game, then had another 7 for 7 stretch early 
in the fourth.

"I thought the best thing about the game 
was how we handled their first punch," said 
Notre Dame coach Muffet McGraw, whose 
team had a 58-42 edge in points in the paint. 
"They came out on fire. We were back on our 
heels. I really needed to get two posts in the 
game. I thought we played much better when 
we had two posts in."

The first Irish lead came when Mabrey 
found Shepard for a layup and a 34-33 edge, 
and Notre Dame just kept attacking the rim 
the rest of  the way.

Mabrey had back-to-back scores at the rim 
early in the third to give Notre Dame a 47-38 
lead, and the Irish kept control from there. 
The only time the outcome looked in any 
doubt was late in the third, when South Caro-
lina forced turnovers on two straight posses-

sions, scored on both and got within 59-51.
Notre Dame called time and Mabrey drilled 

an open 3-pointer from the left corner on the 
ensuing possession, and the Irish took an 11-
point lead into the fourth.

The lead was 80-61 when Young scored with 
6:34 left. South Carolina had one last-gasp 
run, getting within nine on a layup by Wilson 
with 2:04 left and eventually within five in the 
final seconds, but the Gamecocks ran out of  
time.

"Our young team, this is great for them," 
Staley said. "As much as you try to tell them 
there's another level of  competition out there, 
until they face it — in defeat — that's when 
the learning takes place."

BIG PICTURE

Notre Dame: The Irish shot 67 percent in 
the second quarter and 69 percent in the 
fourth. ... Notre Dame has now won 38 consec-
utive games played in November.

South Carolina: The Gamecocks started 9 
for 14, then were just 6 for their next 26. After 
the hot start, they went more than 20 minutes 
before making two consecutive shots. ... Stal-
ey remained on 399 career wins.

USC FROM PAGE 1B

little added motivation. That, 
coupled with Miami's 24-14 
upset loss on Friday at Pitts-
burgh, left the Tigers a clear 
path to No. 1 with a victory 
over the Gamecocks.

"Yeah, I told them (that Ala-
bama had lost), and it's (poten-
tially moving up to No. 1) 
something that is awesome," 
Swinney said. "These guys 
have worked really hard all 
year long to stay in the hunt, 
and this is the time of year 
when it matters. Y'all ask me 
about the polls early and I 
don't ever answer or I tell you 
it doesn't matter, but it matters 
now. Now it matters. We're al-
most to December. It matters. 
So I'm really proud of our guys 
for fighting, battling, scratch-
ing."

Saturday's win was all the 
more impressive because it 
was Clemson's first win over a 
South Carolina team with at 
least eight wins since 1988, 
when both teams entered with 
8-2 records and the Tigers won 
29-10 at Clemson. Also, Clem-
son had never beaten a South 
Carolina team in Columbia 
that had entered with at least 
eight wins until Saturday.

One of  the highlights for 
Clemson was the play of  wide 
receiver Hunter Renfrow. The 
junior hauled in four passes 
for 75 yards and two scores, in-
cluding a career-long 61-yard 
catch-and-run score from Kelly 
Bryant on the opening play of  
the second half.

"He's had a great year, he's 
been productive and he just 
comes up clutch," Swinney 
said of  Renfrow. "What makes 
him special is he is a very 
smart player, first of  all, and 
he has a brilliant football 
mind. He understands how to 
play the position. ... That's 
where it starts, and then just 
his skill set. He's longer than 
people think, a long-armed kid, 
but he is just explosive. His lat-
eral quickness -- he's the fast-
est shuttle guy on our team -- 
is what makes him special and 
what makes him so difficult (to 
contain) in space, because he 

can stick a foot in the ground 
and go that way quicker than 
most everybody else, and you 
saw that on that long touch-
down run."

"It (the win) means a lot to 
me," Renfrow said. "I'm so 
proud of the way we played, 
the way we came into this en-
vironment. The defense helped 
us early, got a big score, and 
I'm just so proud of them."

That defensive score came 
when cornerback Ryan Carter 
stepped in front of  a Jake 
Bentley pass and took it 12 
yards untouched into the end 
zone for the game's first points 
with 6:50 left in the opening 
quarter.

"Great performance defen-
sively. I took a lot of  pride in 
that, especially several guys 
who I thought really played 
well collectively," Carter said. 
"Hats off  to the D-line and 
linebackers. I think we just 
had a great week of  prepara-
tion. We knew what it was 
going to take to beat a team 
like this. South Carolina is a 
great football team, so we 
knew that we had to prepare 
and be locked in from the 
jump."

Defensive back Trayvon 
Mullen also came away with 
an interception of  Bentley on 
USC's next offensive series 
after Renfrow's long touch-
down reception.

"I knew they were going to 
come to my side," Mullen said 
of  the pass that was intended 
for Bryan Edwards. "He's a 
pretty good receiver so when it 
comes to crunch time he's the 
receiver they're likely to go to."

Sophomore running back 
Tavien Feaster had a 1-yard 
touchdown run for the first of-
fensive score of  the game.

"It was incredible," Feaster 
said of  coming to Columbia 
and getting a win. "We knew 
all the guys were locked in 
from the moment we left the 
hotel. It was just one of  those 
things. It's amazing, four 
straight (wins in the series), to 
keep carrying on. Just very 
excited to get this victory."

SWINNEY FROM PAGE B1

who can come in and pick up the pieces 
and run with it," said Schaffer, who be-
gins his second tenure on the SHS girls 
bench today when Sumter plays host to 
Hartsville beginning at 6 p.m.

Schaffer won't be the only familiar 
"new" face on the bench. Chris 
Vandevander, who succeeded Schaffer as 
head coach, will be his assistant.

Schaffer and Vandevander will have a 
lot of  familiar faces to work with as they 
lost only one starter in Taylor Miles 
from last year's 3-18 team. Three of  the 
returning starters are sophomores Car-
nasia Wells, Tamerah Brown and Nina 
Edlow and the other is senior Latrice 
Lyons.

Brown led the team in scoring with a 
12.4 points-per-game average. Wells aver-
age 7.7, Lyons 6.7 and Edlow 5.1. Also, 
Dynasia Jackson, another sophomore, 
averaged 6.1 points. Schaffer isn't sure if  
she will be available today though as she 
is going through concussion protocol.

The fifth starter will be freshman 
Layken Cox, who started on the junior 

varsity as an eighth-grader last season.
Schaffer said his focus leading into the 

season has been to get the Lady Game-
cocks as well prepared defensively as 
possible.

"The thing we've been stressing is how 
we perform on the defensive end," said 
Schaffer, who was 98-56 in his six years 
at SHS. "Hopefully being good on defense 
will help us get some points offensively. 
We want to be able to get in the other 
teams' face and force them to do things 
they don't want to do for 32 minutes. 
We're going to mix it up with zone, man, 
running traps. We'll do what works."

Quanjene Brown saw significant time 
for Sumter last year in the front court 
and she returns as well to offer some 
depth.

Schaffer said Sumter has scrimmaged 
against defending 5A state champion 
Goose Creek and 4A runner-up Wilson.

"I wanted to see what we're made of," 
Schaffer said. "We got knocked around a 
little bit by Goose Creek, but they've had 
a tremendous program for the past 15 
years or so. We didn't back down from 
them though. We battled with them and I 
was happy about that."

PREP SCHEDULE
TODAY
Varsity Basketball
Hartsville at Sumter, 6 p.m.
Crestwood at Lower Richland, 6 
p.m.
Lakewood at Lee Central, 6 p.m.
Sumter Christian at Calvary Chris-
tian (Boys Only), 4 p.m.
Varsity and JV Basketball
East Clarendon at Manning, 4:30 
p.m.
Wilson Hall at Heathwood Hall, 4 
p.m.
Laurence Manning at Pinewood 
Prep, 4 p.m.
Thomas Sumter at Pee Dee, 4 p.m.
Williamsburg at Clarendon Hall, 4 
p.m.
B Team Basketball
Wilson Hall at Heathwood Hall, 4 
p.m. 
Varsity Wrestling
Sumter, Cardinal Newman at Irmo, 
6 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Varsity Basketball
Edisto at Manning, 6 p.m.
Junior Varsity Basketball
Sumter at Lakewood, 6 p.m.
Varsity Bowling
Wilson Hall, Laurence Manning vs. 
Robert E. Lee (at Gamecock 
Lanes), 5 p.m.

THURSDAY
Varsity Basketball
Lakewood at Sumter, 6 p.m.
Laurence Manning in Trinity-By-
rnes Tournament, TBA
Junior Varsity Basketball
Lee Central at Crestwood, 6 p.m.
Varsity and JV Basketball
Robert E. Lee at Florence Christian, 
4 p.m.

Junior Varsity Basketball
Lake City at East Clarendon, 5:30 
p.m.
JV and B Team Basketball
Camden Military at Wilson Hall, 5 
p.m. (Boys Only)
Middle School Basketball
Manning at Alice Drive, 5 p.m.
Bates at Hillcrest, 5 p.m.
Ebenezer at Chestnut Oaks, 5 
p.m.
Furman at Mayewood, 5 p.m.
Ronald E. McNair at Lee Central, 
5:30 p.m.

FRIDAY
Varsity Basketball
Lee Central at Crestwood, 6 p.m.
Manning at C.E. Murray, 6:30 p.m.
East Clarendon at Lake City, 6 
p.m.
Laurence Manning in Trinity-By-
rnes Tournament, TBA
Emmanuel Christian at Sumter 
Christian (Boys Only), 4 p.m.
Varsity and JV Basketball
Wilson Hall at Pinewood Prep, 4 
p.m.
Robert E. Lee at Pee Dee, 4 p.m.
Varsity Wrestling
Sumter in Irmo Individual, 6 p.m.
Sumter in Southern Slam (at 
Eastside High in Greenville), 6 
p.m.

SATURDAY
Varsity Basketball
Laurence Manning in Trinity-By-
rnes Tournament, TBA
Varsity and JV Basketball
Crestwood at Sumter, 3 p.m.
Lee Central at Lakewood, 3 p.m.
Mullins at East Clarendon, 6 p.m.
Varsity Wrestling
Sumter in Irmo Individual, TBA
Sumter in Southern Slam (at 
Eastside High in Greenville), TBA

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS TOP 25

The Associated Press

The top 25 teams in The Associated Press’ women’s college basketball poll, with 
first-place votes in parentheses, records through Nov. 26, total points based on 25 
points for a first-place vote through one point for a 25th-place vote and last 
week’s ranking:
 Record Pts Prv
1. UConn (31) 5-0 775 1
2. Texas 5-0 723 2
3. Notre Dame 6-0 698 6
4. Louisville 6-0 695 4
5. South Carolina 6-1 611 3
6. Mississippi St. 6-0 610 7
7. UCLA 5-1 609 5
8. Ohio St. 7-1 569 9
9. Baylor 5-1 557 8
10. Oregon 5-1 470 10
11. West Virginia 6-0 446 11
12. Tennessee 6-0 428 12
13. Florida St. 6-0 380 13
14. Duke 5-1 351 16
15. Maryland 5-2 324 15
16. Stanford 4-3 310 14
17. South Florida 6-1 259 17
18. Texas A&M 4-1 215 19
19. Missouri 5-1 207 23
20. Kentucky 6-0 174 22
21. Oregon St. 3-2 166 18
22. Michigan 4-1 107 25
23. Marquette 2-2 101 20
24. California 3-2 66 21
25. Villanova 5-0 56 -

Others receiving votes: Green Bay 31, Arizona St. 26, Oklahoma 25, New Mexico 19, 
Iowa 17, Michigan St. 16, DePaul 8, Syracuse 6, Minnesota 5, Oklahoma St. 5, 
Kansas St 4, Georgia 3, Southern Cal 3.
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against the Red Foxes. 
Keshawn Croskey will be 
in the lineup as well 
along with Cody McCoy 
and Tyree Smalls.

Others expected to be 
in the rotation for the 
Gamecocks are Davontay 
Singleton, Davontae 
Flowers, Zykiem Jack-
son, Cam Singleton and 
Edwin Johnson.

Jackson may not play 
against Hartsville. He 
was cleared to practice 
on Monday for the first 
time since breaking his 
collarbone as the starting 
quarterback on the foot-
ball team.

Jones plans to continue 
to use multiple looks de-
fensively.

“We’re going to use a 
lot of  different styles,” he 
said. “We’re going to use 
our halfcourt game, work 
out of  the zone and out of  
man as well.”

BARRINEAU
ACCOUNTING

ESTABLISHED 1968
259-C BROAD STREET

SUMTER, SOUTH CAROLINA 29150
(803) 775-7220

TAX QUESTIONS???
CALL US FOR ALL YOUR TAX 
AND ACCOUNTING NEEDS!

VOTED BEST 
TAX PREPARER 
& ACCOUNTANT NO CREDIT CHECK

NO CREDIT - NO PROBLEM!  BANKRUPTCY - NO PROBLEM!  BAD CREDIT -  NO PROBLEM!  
DIVORCE - NO PROBLEM!   REALLY BAD CREDIT - NO PROBLEM!

Got 
     

a Job?
 

Apply For Credit Online At: www.boylebhph.com

 GET A CAR!

773-2474 • 347 Broad Street
BOYLE Buy Here Pay Here

We Finance in House

2003 Ford Windstar

“I had a great experience at 
Boyle BHPH! You can too!” 

Rudolph Dixon

Thanks Boyle,

Holiday Catering   Call us for Reservations!y gyy g

Open Mon.–Fri. 6:00 AM - 2:00 PM  

541 E. Liberty St. • Sumter, SC       803-775-9809
Catering & Delivery Available • See our menu on Facebook.

The best Onion 
Rings around!

(803)469-6950
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NAOMI CHESTNUT

Naomi Chestnut departed 
this life on Nov. 23, 2017, at 
Palmetto Health Tuomey. 

She was born 
on Aug. 10, 1953, 
to the late Rev. 
James W. and Lu-
cille Manning 
Chestnut. At an 
early age, she was 
a member of  St. 
Matthews Baptist 

Church of  Sumter. Later she 
became a member of  St. Mark 
United Methodist Church of  
Oswego Highway in Sumter, 
until her passing. She was a 
graduate of  Sumter High 
School. She attended three 
colleges, USC Sumter, Central 
Carolina Technical College 
and Lesley University. She fi-
nalized her Master’s Degree 
in Education at Lesley Univer-
sity. She was employed with 
Sumter School District 17 for 
more than 35 years. While she 
was a devoted teacher, she 
also helped children that 
needed one on one help with 
behavioral and academic 
needs. She was also a devoted 
bus driver who put her all 
into everything she did.

Naomi leaves to cherish her 
loving memory: her devoted 
daughter, Shironica L. (John) 
Wilson; son, Jamie L. (Kim-
berly) Chestnut Sr.; four 
granddaughters, Lisha A. 
Chestnut, Jonnel Wilson, 
Kimbrianna Chestnut and 
Kyrianna Chestnut; two 
grandsons, Jamie Chestnut 
Jr. and Johnny LaCosta; four 
brothers, Moses (Katrina) 
Chestnut, McDonald (Flossie) 
Chestnut and Isiah (Julia) 
Chestnut, all of  Baltimore, 
and John Chestnut of  Sumter; 
one sister, Catherine McCray; 
five aunts; extended church 
family; a host of  nieces, neph-
ews, cousins, neighbors, other 
relatives and friends.

She was preceded in death 
by two brothers, David and 
William Chestnut; four sis-
ters, Bertha Montgomery 
Gable, Beatrice Command, 

Hattie Chestnut and Hattie 
McNeal Warren.

There will be no public 
viewing.

Funeral services will be 
held at 1 p.m. on Wednesday 
at Salem Chapel & Heritage 
Center (Westend Community 
Church), 101 S. Salem Ave., 
Sumter. Interment will follow 
at Hillside Memorial Park. 

The family will be receiving 
friends at the home, 950 Salt-
erstown Road, Sumter. 

Job’s Mortuary Inc., 312 S. 
Main St., Sumter, is in charge 
of  arrangements.

Online memorials may be 
sent to the family at jobsmor-
tuary@sc.rr.com or visit us on 
the web at www.jobsmortuary.
net.

SAMUEL H. PORTER

MANNING — Samuel Hol-
land Porter, 91, widower of  
Doris Toole Porter, died on 

Saturday, Nov. 25, 
2017, at McLeod 
Regional Medical 
Center.

Born on May 
13, 1926, in Char-
lotte, North Car-
olina, he was a 
son of  the late 

Charles Howard Porter Sr. 
and Hannah Holland Porter. 
He was a U.S. Army World 
War II veteran and served in 
Gen. Douglas McArthur’s 
Honor Guard. He was a char-
ter member of  the Steele 
Creek Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment and he retired from 
Eastern Airlines as an opera-
tions agent with 27 years of  
service. After he retired, he 
worked as a shuttle bus driv-
er for the Charlotte-Douglas 
Airport for 10 years. He was 
a member of  and loved his 
church family at Grace 
Christian Fellowship 
Church. 

He is survived by three 
daughters, Catherine P. Dover 
of  Lancaster, Ann P. Walters 
of  Manning and Judith P. Cal-
houn (Glenn) of  Waukesha, 
Wisconsin; a brother, William 
N. Porter of  Tampa, Florida; 
and four grandchildren, Ju-
dithAnn Dover, James P. 

Dover (Christina), Mary Eliza-
beth Calhoun and Denise 
Marie Calhoun.

A funeral service will be 
held at 11 a.m. on Thursday at 
Grace Christian Fellowship 
Church with the Rev. Mike 
Murdoch officiating. 

Visitation will be one hour 
prior to the service from 10 to 
11 a.m. in the church fellow-
ship hall and other times at 
the residence, 1804 Strickland 
Road, Manning.

A graveside service will be 
held at 11 a.m. on Saturday at 
Steele Creek Presbyterian 
Church Cemetery in Char-
lotte, North Carolina.

Memorials may be made to 
Grace Christian Fellowship 
Church, P.O. Box 702, Man-
ning, SC 29102 or the Alzheim-
er’s Association, P.O. Box 
96011, Washington, DC 20090-
6011.

Stephens Funeral Home & 
Crematory, 304 N. Church St., 
Manning, is in charge of  ar-
rangements, (803) 435-2179. 
www.stephensfuneralhome.org

ROSALINA A. JAMES

Funeral services for Rosali-
na Anduyan James, wife of  
Vernon James, will be held at 

2 p.m. on Thurs-
day at Green 
Acres Assembly 
of  God, 537 Lewis 
Road, Sumter, 
with the Rev. Mi-
chael Bowman of-
ficiating.

Mrs. James will 
be placed in the church at 
noon for viewing until the 
hour of  service. 

Interment will follow at the 
church cemetery. 

The public may view on 
Wednesday and the family 
will receive friends from 4 to 7 
p.m. at Palmer Memorial Cha-
pel, 304 S. Main St., and other 
times at 1180 Malone Drive, 
Sumter. 

Mrs. James transitioned on 
Thursday, Nov. 23, 2017, at 
NHC in Sumter. 

Born in Cebu City, Philip-
pines, she was a daughter of  
the late Hilarion Anduyan 
and Francisca Mercado. Mrs. 

James was a lifelong member 
of  Green Acres Assembly of  
God Church. She served 
faithfully with the Missio-
nettes and as a Sunday school 
teacher. She was employed 
with the former Glenn Manu-
facturing Company of  Sum-
ter. 

Survivors include her hus-
band, Vernon James; eight 
children, Rodolph A. Garcia 
of  Philippines, Reggie (Ni-
cole) James of  Sumter, Randy 
(Amanda) James and Roder-
ick (Michelle) James of  Ger-
many, Vernon “Jeff” 
(Ashleigh) James of  Georgia, 
Marcelina (Roberto) Etienne 
of  China and Joey and Lisa 
Mohican; 11 grandchildren; 
three great-grandchildren; 
and siblings, Linda Alston, 
Betty James and Sandy 
James, all of  Sumter, Evelyn 
(Calvin) Woods and Elaine 
James of  Columbia, and Rick 
Anduyan and Theodore 
(Norma) Salac, all of  the 
Philippines. 

Condolences may be made 
on her tribute page found at 
www.PalmerMemorialChapel.
com. 

Professional services ren-
dered by Palmer Memorial 
Chapel Inc. 

ELLEN N. RICHBOW

Ellen “Letha” Nelson Rich-
bow, 86, wife of  Ceasar Rich-
bow, died on Sunday, Nov. 26, 
2017, at her residence in Rem-
bert. 

Born in Sumter County, she 
was a daughter of  the late 
Rosa Lee Nelson Dargan and 
the stepdaughter of  the late 
Elick Dargan.

The family will receive 
friends at the home, 2190 
Alston Road, Rembert.

Funeral arrangements are 
incomplete and will be an-
nounced by Palmer Memorial 
Chapel Inc.

CARTER JEAN C. FRIERSON

Carter Jean Cleaton Frier-
son, 73, wife of  William R. 
Frierson, departed this life 
on Sunday, Nov. 26, 2017, at 
Palmetto Health Tuomey.

She was born on Jan. 19, 

1944, in St. Stephens, a 
daughter of  the late David 
Lee and Martha Goodman 
Cleaton.

The family will be receiv-
ing friends at the home, 746 
Maney St., Sumter, SC 29150.

Job’s Mortuary Inc., 312 S. 
Main St., Sumter, is in 
charge of  arrangements.

CELESTINE W. MARTIN

SUMMERTON — Celestine 
Wells Martin, 87, widow of  
Charlie Martin, died on 
Tuesday, Nov. 21, 2017.

Funeral services will be 
held at 1 p.m. today at Mount 
Zero Missionary Baptist with 
the Rev. Major Lloyd officiat-
ing. Burial will follow at 
Union Cypress AME Church 
cemetery, Manning.

The family is receiving 
friends at the home of  her 
niece and her husband, 
Juanita Hilton McFadden 
and Deacon Willie McFad-
den, 5424 Silver Road, Man-
ning.

These services have been 
entrusted to Samuels Funer-
al Home LLC of  Manning.

OLIVIA B. JOHNSON

Olivia Blanding Johnson, 
widow of  Charles C. John-
son, died on Saturday, Nov. 
25, 2017, at Palmetto Health 
Baptist, Columbia.

She was a daughter of  the 
late Theodore R. and Mary 
Lizzie Bradley Blanding.

Funeral arrangements are 
incomplete and will be an-
nounced later by Sumter Fu-
neral Service Inc. 

The family will receive 
friends at the home, 1203 
Manning Road, Sumter.

SAMUEL J. PRINGLE

Samuel James Pringle, 78, 
died on Friday, Nov. 24, 2017, 
at McElveen Manor Assisted 
Living Facility.

Born in Sumter County, he 
was a son of  the late Wilson 
R. Sr. and Selena Gadsden 
Pringle. 

Funeral arrangements are 
incomplete and will be an-
nounced later by Palmer Me-
morial Chapel Inc. 

OBITUARIES
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A Tennessee fan holds a sign reading “SchiaNO” during a gathering of Tennessee fans on Sunday re-
acting to the possibility of hiring Ohio State defensive coordinator Greg Schiano for its head coach-
ing vacancy. The deal between Schiano and the school was dropped, leaving Tennessee looking for 
someone who can unite the fans.

Vols AD Currie defends vetting of 
Schiano during search for coach
BY STEVE MEGARGEE
The Associated Press

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — Tennessee athletic 
director John Currie is defending his coach-
ing search and vouching for the character of  
Greg Schiano one day after negotiations be-
tween the two parties broke down amid a 
public backlash.

Currie issued a statement Monday ac-
knowledging the Ohio State defensive coordi-
nator had been a leading candidate for the 
Volunteers’ coaching vacancy without ex-
plaining why the two sides parted ways.

“Among the most respected professional 
and college football coaches, he is widely re-
garded as an outstanding leader who devel-
ops tough, competitive teams and cares deep-
ly about his student-athletes,” Currie said.

Tennessee Chancellor Beverly Davenport 
issued a statement saying “I deeply regret the 
events of yesterday for everyone involved.” 
Davenport added that “the university re-
mains steadfast in its commitment to excel-
lence, and I look forward to John Currie con-
tinuing the search” for a new coach.

The school and Schiano were close to an 
agreement Sunday before the deal fell apart 
after heavy criticism from fans, state repre-
sentatives and gubernatorial candidates.

Their complaints stemmed from Schiano’s 
background as an assistant at Penn State dur-
ing Jerry Sandusky’s tenure as the Nittany 

Lions’ defensive coordinator. Sandusky is 
serving 30 to 60 years in prison for his convic-
tion on 45 counts of sexual abuse.

Court documents released last year of a de-
position in a case related to the Sandusky 
scandal suggested Schiano might have been 
aware of Sandusky’s sexual abuse against 
children, though Schiano has said he never 
saw abuse or had any reason to suspect it 
while working at Penn State.

Currie said Tennessee “carefully inter-
viewed and vetted” Schiano and that the for-
mer Rutgers and Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
coach “received the highest recommenda-
tions.”

Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam said he wasn’t 
involved in the search but added that he 
doesn’t “think anybody looks at the way ev-
erything came down yesterday and says 
that’s the way it should happen.”

Haslam also said his brother, Cleveland 
Browns owner Jimmy Haslam, wasn’t play-
ing an instrumental role in the search. 
Jimmy Haslam was part of the search com-
mittee that assisted in the hiring of Currie 
this year.

“I do think we should all be concerned 
about a rush to judgment,” Bill Haslam said.

Currie said Schiano wasn’t mentioned in 
the 2012 report on the Sandusky scandal led 
by former FBI director Louis Freeh and “was 
not one of the more than 400 people inter-
viewed in the investigation.”

SPORTS ITEMSCOLLEGE FOOTBALL

Former Sumter High School 
and Georgia Tech freshman 
punter Pressley Harvin III 
was named to the third team 
All-Atlantic Coast Conference 
football team released on 
Monday.

Harvin leads all NCAA Di-
vision I FBS true freshmen 
punters and is ranked 18th 
overall nationally and second 
in the ACC in punting aver-
age at 44.1 yards per punt. 
Sixteen of  his 50 punts (32 
percent) were downed inside 
the 20 yard line, 13 (26 per-
cent) traveled 50-plus yards 
and just 21 (42 percent) were 
returned. 

His 44.1-yard average was a 
Georgia Tech freshman re-
cord, breaking the old fresh-
man mark of  43.8 yards per 
punt, set by Dan Dyke in 1999 
and was the fifth-best single-
season average in program 
history.

Six Clemson linemen – 
three on offense and three on 
defense – were selected to the 
first team. Tackle Mitch 
Hyatt, guard Tyrone Crowder 
and center Justin Falcinelli 
are on the offensive first team 
and tackles Christian Wilkins 
and Dexter Lawrence and end 
Clelin Ferrell are on the de-
fense.

Tiger defensive end Austin 
Bryant and linebacker Dorian 
O’Daniel are on the second 
team, while wide receivers 
Hunter Renfrow and Deon 
Cain, offensive guard Taylor 
Hearn, running back Travis 
Etienne and linebacker Kend-
all Joseph are on the third 
team.

FLORIDA HIRES MULLEN

GAINESVILLE, Fla. — 
Florida has hired Mississippi 
State’s Dan Mullen as its 
next football coach, bringing 
back the guy who helped 
turned Tim Tebow into a 
star.

The Gators announced the 
deal Sunday, after Mullen told 
his team he was returning to 
Gainesville.

Spurned by Chip Kelly and 

seemingly unwilling to risk 
waiting for UCF’s Scott Frost 
to possibly do the same, Flori-
da athletic director Scott 
Stricklin turned to Mullen. 
Stricklin and Mullen worked 
together in Starkville from 
2009 to 2016. Stricklin was 
Mississippi State’s athletic di-
rector for seven of  those 
years.

Mullen previously spent 
four years (2005-08) as Flori-
da’s offensive coordinator and 
won two national champion-
ships while guiding Tebow to 
the top of  the school record 
books. The Gators averaged 
36.3 points a game and 7.1 
yards a play during Mullen’s 
tenure.

TEXAS A&M FIRES SUMLIN

COLLEGE STATION, Texas 
— Texas A&M has fired coach 
Kevin Sumlin after six win-
ning seasons.

The first black head coach 
in program history was 51-26 
and never had a losing sea-
son. But his first year at A&M 
was his best, and he never 
could come close to matching 
it.

In 2012, Sumlin had a Heis-
man Trophy-winning quarter-
back in Johnny Manziel and 
ushered in the program’s 
move from the Big 12 to the 
Southeastern Conference by 
going 11-2. That earned him a 
new contract and $5 million 
per year salary, but the Aggies 
have not won more than nine 
games since.

FSU’S FISHER MUM ON A&M

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — 
Florida State’s Jimbo Fisher 
remains mum when it comes 
to his coaching future.

While Fisher was happy to 
discuss Florida’s hiring of  
Dan Mullen during his weekly 
news conference on Monday, 
he said he would not discuss 
speculation that he is the top 
candidate at Texas A&M after 
Kevin Sumlin was fired on 
Sunday.

“I’m just not going to talk 
about it,” Fisher said.

Tech’s Harvin named
third-team All-ACC 



BY KEVIN MCDONOUGH
Most local chambers of  

commerce would love to have 
a TV series set in their small 
town. But not with the title 
“Village of the Damned” (10 
p.m., ID, TV-14). This five-part 
docuseries chronicles a num-
ber of  tragedies that earned 
the New York town of  Dryden 
its dark reputation.

According to those inter-
viewed in “Damned,” some 
once considered Dryden the 
inspiration for Frank Capra’s 
Bedford Falls in “It’s a Won-
derful Life.” But others con-
tend that the town has been 
cursed.

Over the course of  five epi-
sodes, “Damned” will exam-
ine true crimes, including the 
cold-blooded execution of  an 
entire family; the murder of  a 
beloved football coach; the 
deaths of  two young cheer-
leaders and other grim events. 
“Damned” focuses on how so 
many tragedies in a relatively 
small population can breed a 
climate of  fear and even su-
perstition.

That makes sense in a non-
fiction series, but such logic is 
always dispensed with script-
ed dramas set in small towns. 
People die in every episode of  
“Midsomer Murders” and 
similar series. And the resi-
dents muddle through until 
the next body drops.

• As if  to prove we are all 
stranded on the Island of  Mis-
fit Toys, CBS continues its an-
nual tradition of  airing the 

1964 holiday special “Rudolph 

the Red-Nosed Reindeer” (8 
p.m., TV-G) and “The Victoria’s 

Secret Fashion Show” (10 p.m., 
TV-14) on the same night.

This year, for the first time, 
the holiday festival of  under-
dressed supermodels pranc-
ing in skimpy unmentionables 
takes place in Shanghai.

• “The Drunk History Christ-

mas Special” (10 p.m., Comedy 
Central, TV-14) recalls holiday 
anecdotes involving George 
Washington, Charles Dickens 
and Theodore Roosevelt, acted 
out by performers pretending 
to be inebriated and uttering 
bleeped-out profanity. As with 
spiked eggnog, a little goes a 
long way.

• The new series “Survival in 

the Skies” (9 p.m., Smithson-
ian) looks at the technology 
that has allowed fliers and as-
tronauts to survive under 
punishing conditions. First 
up: the evolution of  the space 
suit, from the primitive suits 
that nearly killed early cos-
monauts, to the reusable “per-
sonal habitats” worn on the 
International Space Station.

• The 2017 documentary 
“The US Festival 1982: The US 

Generation” (10 p.m., AXS) 
captures a concert organized 
by Apple co-founder Steve 
Wozniak featuring perfor-

mances by Tom Petty and The 
Heartbreakers, The Police, 
Fleetwood Mac, Carlos Santa-
na, The B-52s, The Cars, and 
Johnny and Joey Ramone, 
among others.

TV ON DVD

TV-themed DVDs available 
today include “The Gilmore 
Girls: A Year in the Life.”

TONIGHT’S OTHER 
HIGHLIGHTS

• Eliminations unfold on 
“The Voice” (8 p.m., NBC, TV-
PG).

• The DC crossover contin-
ues on “The Flash” (8 p.m., CW, 
TV-14) and “DC’s Legends of To-

morrow” (9 p.m., CW, TV-14).
• Jack takes Randall on a 

college tour on “This Is Us” (9 
p.m., NBC, TV-14).

• An expectant mother 
needs TLC on “Chicago Med” 
(10 p.m., NBC, TV-14).

• A filmmaker spans the 
globe in search of  psychoac-
tive substances on “Hamilton’s 

Pharmacopeia” (10 p.m., Vice-
land, TV-14), now in its second 
season.

CULT CHOICE

A wealthy young man (Beau 

Bridges) gets more than he 
bargained for when he buys a 
tenement house in the inner 
city in the 1970 comedy “The 

Landlord” (10 p.m., TCM), co-
starring Pearl Bailey, Diana 
Sands, Louis Gossett Jr. and 
Lee Grant. The first feature 
film directed by Hal Ashby.

SERIES NOTES

Organized crime in a hospi-
tal on “Lethal Weapon” (8 p.m., 
Fox, TV-14) * Axl has changed 
on “The Middle” (8 p.m., ABC, 
r, TV-14) * A gentle nudge on 
“Fresh Off the Boat” (8:30 p.m., 
ABC, r, TV-PG) * Hidden trea-
sure on “NCIS” (9 p.m., CBS, r, 
TV-14) * Hot or not on “The 

Mick” (9 p.m., Fox, TV-14) * 
Ruby worries Dre on “black-

ish” (9 p.m., ABC, r, TV-14) * 
Underground at a fan fiction 
convention on “Brooklyn Nine-

Nine” (9:30 p.m., Fox, TV-14) * 
A publicity stunt exceeds ex-
pectations on “The Mayor” 
(9:30 p.m., ABC, r, TV-PG) * 
Affection and deception on 
“Kevin (Probably) Saves the 

World” (10 p.m., ABC, r, TV-14).

LATE NIGHT

Greta Gerwig is booked on 
“The Daily Show With Trevor 

Noah” (11 p.m., Comedy Cen-

tral) * Justin Verlander, Jay 
Pharoah and Langhorne Slim 
appear on “Conan” (11 p.m., 
TBS) * John Mulaney and 
Jason Segel are booked on 
“The Late Show With Stephen 

Colbert” (11:35 p.m., CBS, r) * 
Jimmy Fallon welcomes 
Daisy Ridley, Jim Belushi and 
Liam Gallagher on “The To-

night Show” (11:35 p.m., NBC) * 
Saoirse Ronan, Rachel Bros-
nahan, Michelle Wolf  and 
Will Dorsey Jr. visit “Late 

Night With Seth Meyers” (12:35 
a.m., NBC) * Luke Evans, 
Usher, Lindsey Buckingham 
and Christine McVie appear 
on “The Late Late Show With 

James Corden” (12:35 a.m., 
CBS).

Copyright 2017
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 SP FT 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM
LOCAL CHANNELS

 WIS * 3 10
WIS News 10 at 
7 (N)  

Entertainment 
Tonight (N)  

The Voice “Live Top 11 Eliminations” Nine 
artists are revealed to be safe. (N)  (Live) 

This Is Us “Number Three” Randall and 
Beth face a hard choice. (N)  

(:01) Chicago Med “Nothing to Fear” 
Manning tries to help a pregnant woman. 
(N)   (DVS)

WIS News 10 at 
11 (N)  

(:34) The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy 
Fallon (N)  

 WLTX 3 9 9
News 19 at 7pm (N) Inside Edition (N)  Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer Ani-

mated. Burl Ives narrates an animated tale.  
(:01) NCIS “What Lies Above” A robber 
trashes McGee’s apartment.   (DVS)

The Victoria’s Secret Fashion Show: 
Women model lingerie.  

News 19 at 11pm 
(N) 

(:35) The Late Show With Stephen 
Colbert  

 WOLO 9 5 12
Wheel of Fortune 
“Great Outdoors” (N)  

Jeopardy! (N)  The Middle Axl 
returns home from 
Europe. 

Fresh Off the Boat 
“Kids”   (DVS)

blackish “Elder. 
Scam.” Ruby gets 
scammed. 

The Mayor Rapper 
Courtney Rose runs 
for office. 

Kevin (Probably) Saves the World 
“Sweet Little Lies” Kevin helps a couple 
plan their wedding.  

ABC Columbia 
News at 11 (N) 

(:35) Jimmy Kimmel Live  

 WRJA ; 11 14
The Big Band Years (My Music): Big Band hits.  The Vietnam War “The Weight of Memory” Civil war continues in Vietnam.   (DVS) Mindfulness Goes Mainstream: The 

power of mindfulness meditation.  
Rick Steves’ 
Europe: Great 
German Cities 

 WACH Y 6 6
The Big Bang 
Theory Penny is 
injured.  

The Big Bang The-
ory “The Sales Call 
Sublimination”

Lethal Weapon “Fork-Getta-Bout It” 
Riggs and Murtaugh investigate the mob. 
(N)   (DVS)

The Mick Mickey 
is concerned about 
Sabrina. (N) 

Brooklyn Nine-Nine 
“Return to Skyfire” 
(N) 

WACH FOX News at 10 (N) Sports Zone DailyMailTV (N)  TMZ (N)  

 WKTC Ø 4 22
Last Man Standing 
“Educating Boyd”  

Last Man Standing 
“The Road Less 
Driven”  

The Flash “Crisis on Earth-X, Part 3” 
Villains from Earth-X attack. (N)  

DC’s Legends of Tomorrow “Crisis on 
Earth-X, Part 4” Villains from Earth-X 
attack. (N)  

The X-Files “Die Hand Die Verletzt” Occult 
display of murdered teen.  

The X-Files “Humbug” Escape artist’s 
mysterious death.  

The Game “The 
Truth Hurts” Tasha 
loses her cool. 

CABLE CHANNELS

 A&E 46 130
The First 48 “Moonie; Dark Impulse” Stab-
bings in New Orleans and Atlanta.

The First 48 Woman on the run; Army 
veteran killed.  

The First 48: Scene of the Crime Investi-
gating a young father’s murder. (N) 

Who Killed Tupac? Coastal rap rivalry 
theory examined. (N) 

(:07) Who Killed Tupac? Orlando Ander-
son’s possible motive. 

(12:03) The First 48  

 AMC 48 180 (5:30) ››› “Terminator 3: Rise of the 
Machines” (2003) Nick Stahl 

›› “The Book of Eli” (2010, Adventure) Denzel Washington, Gary Oldman, Mila Kunis. A lone warrior 
carries hope across a post-apocalyptic wasteland. 

››› “Total Recall” (1990, Science Fiction) Arnold Schwarzenegger, Rachel Ticotin. 
Strange dreams lead an earthling to intergalactic intrigue. 

 ANPL 41 100 River Monsters “Phantom Assassin” River Monsters “Death Down Under” River Monsters “Lair of Giants” Exploring Guyana’s Essequibo River.  River Monsters “Asian Slayer” River Monsters 

 BET 61 162 ›› “ATL” (2006, Comedy-Drama) Tip Harris, Lauren London, Mykelti Williamson. Four Atlanta teens face challenges. Gucci Mane & Keyshia Ka’Oir: The 
Mane Event “Stormy Weather” (N)

Gucci Mane & Keyshia Ka’Oir: The 
Mane Event “Stormy Weather”

50 Central “Amistad 
Travel Agency”

 BRAVO 47 181
Top Chef Junior Fuller faces health 
issues. 

Below Deck “You Don’t Mess With the 
Primary” Capt. Lee tests Matt. 

Below Deck Jen upsets the entire crew. 
(N) 

Million Dollar Listing Los Angeles A new 
realtor enters the fray. 

Watch What Hap-
pens Live

Below Deck Jen upsets the entire crew. 

 CNBC 35 84 Shark Tank  Shark Tank  Shark Tank   (DVS) The Profit “Tumbleweed Tiny Homes” Shark Tank  Shark Tank 
 CNN 3 80 Erin Burnett OutFront (N) Anderson Cooper 360 (N) Anderson Cooper 360 (N) CNN Tonight With Don Lemon (N) CNN Tonight With Don Lemon (N) Anderson Cooper

 COM 57 136
(6:50) South Park 
Animated. Idol.

(:25) South Park 
“Canceled” 

Drunk History 
“Space” 

Drunk History “San 
Francisco”

Drunk History 
“Detroit” 

Drunk History 
“Spies” 

Drunk History (N) Drunk History 
“Hamilton” 

The Daily Show 
With Trevor Noah

The Opposition w/ 
Jordan Klepper (N)

(12:01) Drunk 
History 

 DISN 18 200
Bunk’d Three 
cabins compete. 

Raven’s Home 
“Fears of a Clown”

Andi Mack  Stuck in the Middle  Bizaardvark “Sci-
ence (Un)Fair” 

Raven’s Home 
“Dancing Tween”

Stuck in the Middle  Liv and Maddie  Bizaardvark  Raven’s Home Nia 
contacts her father.

Stuck in the Middle  

 DSC 42 103 Moonshiners “Snake Bitten”  Moonshiners: Outlaw Cuts (N) Moonshiners “Lightning Strikes” (N) (:03) Bushcraft Build-Off (N)  (:04) Moonshiners “Lightning Strikes” Bushcraft Build-Off
 ESPN 26 35 College Football Playoff: Top 25 (N) College Basketball Louisville at Purdue. (N) (Live) NBA Basketball Denver Nuggets at Utah Jazz. From Vivint Smart Home Arena in Salt Lake City. (N)
 ESPN2 27 39 College Basketball Northwestern at Georgia Tech. (N) (Live) College Basketball Iowa at Virginia Tech. (N) (Live) SportsCenter (N) (Live) SportsCenter (N)
 FOOD 40 109 Chopped “The Bold and the Baconful” Chopped “Blue Plate Fate” Chopped “Clam Clash” Chopped “Weird Twist” (N) Chopped “An Ugly Turn” Chopped 
 FOXN 37 90 The Story With Martha MacCallum (N) Tucker Carlson Tonight (N) Hannity (N) The Ingraham Angle (N) Fox News at Night (N) Tucker Carlson

 FREE 20 131 (6:45) ››› “National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation” (1989, Comedy) Chevy 
Chase. A traditional Griswold yuletide backfires in comic fashion.  

(8:55) ›› “Four Christmases” (2008) Vince Vaughn, Reese Witherspoon. Premiere. 
A couple must somehow fit in four holiday visits with family. 

The 700 Club ”The Man Who Invented 
Christmas.”  

“The Mistle-Tones” 
(2012) 

 FSS 21 47 Boxing WBA World super welterweight title bout. From May 5, 2012. Rodeo From March 22, 2017. Rodeo From March 23, 2017.

 HALL 52 183
(6:00) “The Christmas Train” (2017, 
Drama) Dermot Mulroney. 

“Coming Home for Christmas” (2017, Romance) Danica McKellar, Neal Bledsoe. A 
woman preps an estate for sale and one final family gala. 

“My Christmas Dream” (2016, Drama) Danica McKellar, David Haydn-Jones, Deidre 
Hall. A manager has to choose between her dreams and her heart. 

“Love You Like 
Christmas” (2016)

 HGTV 39 112 Fixer Upper Fixer Upper Fixer Upper (N) House Hunters (N) Hunters Int’l Fixer Upper Fixer Upper 
 HIST 45 110 The Curse of Oak Island  Oak Island: Digging Deeper The Curse of Oak Island “Close Call” (:03) The Hunt for the Zodiac Killer (N) (:03) The Curse of Oak Island Digging Deeper

 ION 13 18
Criminal Minds “The Storm” Hotch is 
arrested for conspiracy.  (DVS)

Criminal Minds “Green Light” Reid fears 
his mother has been abducted. 

Criminal Minds “Red Light” The BAU gets 
a new lead on Mr. Scratch. 

Criminal Minds “The Crimson King” The 
team tracks an escaped killer. 

Criminal Minds “Sick Day” A child abduc-
tion case rattles J.J.  (DVS)

Criminal Minds 
“Taboo” 

 LIFE 50 145
(6:00) “Last Chance for Christmas” 
(2015, Romance) Hilarie Burton. 

›› “Christmas With the Kranks” (2004, Comedy) Tim Allen, Jamie Lee Curtis, Dan 
Aykroyd. A couple scramble to assemble a holiday celebration. 

(:02) “All About Christmas Eve” (2012, Comedy) Haylie Duff, Chris Carmack, Connie 
Sellecca. Evelyn lives out two possible futures in parallel. 

(12:01) “Christmas 
With the Kranks”

 MSNBC 36 92 Hardball With Chris Matthews (N) All In With Chris Hayes (N) The Rachel Maddow Show (N) The Last Word The 11th Hour With Brian Williams (N) Rachel Maddow
 NICK 16 210 Henry Danger SpongeBob Full House Full House Full House Full House Fresh Prince Fresh Prince Friends Friends Friends  
 SPIKE 64 153 Friends Friends Friends  Friends  Ink Master: Angels  Ink Master: Angels (N)  Tattoo Nightmares Tattoo Nightmares Tattoo Nightmares

 SYFY 58 152 (5:30) ›› “XXX” (2002, Action) Vin 
Diesel, Asia Argento. 

Futurama “Fry Am 
the Egg Man” 

Futurama “The Tip 
of the Zoidberg”

Futurama “Cold 
Warriors” 

Futurama “Over-
clockwise” 

Futurama “Reincar-
nation” 

Futurama  Futurama “A Fare-
well to Arms” 

Futurama “Decision 
3012” 

Futurama “The Thief 
of Baghead”

 TBS 24 156
The Big Bang 
Theory 

The Big Bang 
Theory 

The Big Bang 
Theory 

The Big Bang 
Theory 

The Big Bang 
Theory 

The Big Bang 
Theory 

Snoop Dogg: 
Joker’s Wild

Drop the Mic (N) Conan (N) Snoop Dogg: 
Joker’s Wild

 TCM 49 186 (6:45) ›› “Man-Proof” (1937) Myrna Loy, 
Franchot Tone. 

››› “The Front” (1976, Comedy-Drama) Woody Allen, Zero Mostel, Herschel Ber-
nardi. A scheming bungler fronts for blacklisted author friends.

›› “The Landlord” (1970, Comedy-Drama) Beau Bridges, Pearl Bailey, Diana 
Sands. A young man tries to renovate a ghetto apartment building. 

››› “David and 
Lisa” (1962) 

 TLC 43 157 Hodges Half Dozen  The Little Couple (N)  The Little Couple (N)  (:03) Hodges Half Dozen (N) (:06) The Little Couple  Hodges Half

 TNT 23 158
Bones The team continues to hunt for 
Kovac.  

Major Crimes “Sanctuary City: Part 4” 
Raydor continues to investigate. 

Major Crimes “Sanctuary City: Part 5” The 
case leads to its conclusion. (N)

(:01) Major Crimes The case leads to its 
conclusion. (Part 5 of 5) 

(:02) Law & Order “Couples” Mysterious 
homicides.   (DVS)

(12:02) Law & 
Order “Smoke” 

 TRUTV 38 129 Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Amy Sedaris Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers
 TV LAND 55 161 M*A*S*H M*A*S*H Love-Raymond Love-Raymond Love-Raymond Love-Raymond Teachers (N) Mom  King of Queens King of Queens King of Queens

 USA 25 132
NCIS “Two-Faced” A seaman’s death may 
be one in a series.  (DVS)

WWE SmackDown! (N)  (Live) Damnation The farmers and the bank 
negotiate. (N)  (DVS)

(:01) Law & Order: Special Victims Unit 
A kidnapping investigation reveals lies.

Law & Order: Spe-
cial Victims Unit

 WE 68 166 Law & Order “Golden Years”  Law & Order “Snatched”  Law & Order “Breeder”  Law & Order “Censure”  Law & Order “Kids”  Law & Order 
 WGNA 8 172 ››› “Men of Honor” (2000, Drama) Robert De Niro, Cuba Gooding Jr., Charlize Theron. ››› “Men of Honor” (2000, Drama) Robert De Niro, Cuba Gooding Jr., Charlize Theron. Rules/Engagement
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Small town suffers more than its share of tragedies

STILL 
SERVING 

YOU AT 
717 Bultman Dr.

(803) 778-1565

Visit our 
NEW convenient 

location
500 Pinewood Road
(803) 778-1788

All 
Cleaning 
Done 
Locally

Visit us at Shoneys.com

226 S. Pike West • 378 Bypass, Sumter
(803)773-3321

Monday - Friday 
11am - 4pm

4 Meat Choices
Fresh Vegetables

Soups • Salads • Fruit & 
Dessert

Catering for all occasions 
available!

LUNCH 
BUFFET

2742 Paxville Hwy. • Exit 119 off I-95, Manning  
(803)696-4481

The ultimate sport ATV: class-leading performance, styling and comfort • Best-selling sport ATV brand in America* • 
Jaw-dropping styling • Powerful 686cc liquid-cooled, fuel-injected engine with huge torque, fat mid-range & monstrous 
top-end • Hybrid steel aluminum frame, Controlled-Fill aluminum sub-frame and cast aluminum swingarm • Lightest 
ATV in its class • Thick comfortable seat • Dual counterbalancers • Electric start • Advanced suspension: 9.1” of front 
travel,10.1” out back.

THE KING OF BIG BORE SPORT ATVS.

2018 RAPTOR®  700R

                                                                                           

*Based on IHS Markit Total new U.S. ATV registrations in the Yamaha defined Sport ATV category for Calendar Year 2016. ATV model shown is recommended for use 
only by riders 16 years and older. Raptor 700R is recommended for experienced riders only. Yamaha recommends that all ATV riders take an approved training 
course. For safety and training information, see your dealer or call the ATV Safety Institute at 1-800-887-2887. ATVs can be hazardous to operate. For your safety: 
Always avoid paved surfaces. Never ride on public roads. Always wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing. Never carry passengers. Never engage in 
stunt riding. Riding and alcohol/drugs don’t mix. Avoid excessive speed. And be particularly careful on difficult terrain. Shown with optional accessories. ©2017 
Yamaha Motor Corporation, U.S.A. All rights reserved. • YamahaMotorsports.com

We Take Trade-Ins!



Senior Living
Apartments

for those 62+
(Rent based on income)

Shiloh-Randolph Manor
125 W. Bartlette.

775-0575
Studio/1 Bedroom

apartments available
EHO

Unfurnished
Apartments

RENTALSRENTALS

Contractors Wanted!
The Sumter Item has newspaper
routes for the following areas:

*North Main, 521,
Beach Forest
*Bishopville

*Mayesville, Lynchburg,
St. Charles & Elliott

Must have good dependable
transportation & a phone in your
home. Come by & apply at 36 W.
Liberty St. or call Reda at
803-774-1257

SHOPPING STARTS

HERE NEWSPAPER
ADVERTISING
WORKS!

803-774-12

www.theitem.com

Every day, locals look to us for the latest 
shopping news, sales and coupons. Put your 
business in the spotlight with professionally 
designed print and online advertising, or 
pinpoint your market in one of  our themed 
special sections. So why are you still wait-
ing? Put newspaper advertising to work for 
you today!

LOCAL CORPORATION seeking
upbeat, highly motivated, and de-
tailed oriented individual for Full
Time Position to handle Administra-
tive and Customer Service duties.
Must have proficient computer skills,
have merchandising & management
skills, be able to work well in a
team-oriented environment, be
adaptable to a flexible work sched-
ule, possess excellent communica-
tion skills and have the ability to
multi-task. MUST be proficient in
Microsoft Word, Excel, Power Point.
College degree preferred but not
mandatory. Please send your re-
sume to:
sperkins@ashleysumter.com
or 2850 Broad St., Sumter, SC
29150.

Help Wanted
Full-Time

Public Storage/
PS Orangeco, Inc.
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
SALE OF PERSONAL

PROPERTY

Notice is hereby given that the
undersigned will sell to satisfy the
lien of owner at public sale by
competitive bidding on December
14th, 2017 personal and/or business
property including but not limited to
furniture, clothing, tools and other
household / business items located at
the properties listed.

The sale will begin at 2:00 pm at 1143
N. Guignard Drive, Sumter, SC
29153.

The personal goods stored therein by
below named occupant(s);

1143 N.Guignard Dr, Sumter, SC
29150
103 - McDaniel, Raven
117 - Thomas, Christine
119 - McBride, Joe Ann
315 - Cox, David
407 - McCabe, Ashley
414 - Huth, Jessica
415 - Green, Pamela
504 - Johnson, Ricky
645 - Decker, Kathleen
744 - Reid, Carrie

1277 Camden Hwy, Sumter, SC 29153
A027 - Johnson, Randy
A031 - Hayward, Carlos
A035 - Tarantole, Kathy
A052 - Peterson, Lester
B004 - Chandler, Jason
B027 - Washington, Carolethia
B041 - Abrams, Tiffany
B046 - Parkinson, Zekeil
B071 - Waddell, Kyle
C024 - Mayes, Mekco
C035 - Plowden, Charlene
C058 - Hunter, Alica
E017 - White, Mckenzie
E027 - Burke, Scott
E030 - Anderson, Jarod
F012 - Edwards, Devin
F027 - Hargrove, Kenneth
F033 - Brown, Delvlyn
F045 - Jones, Eddie
G015 - Greggory, Jaih
J007 - Davis, Tammy
J010 - Dixon, Nicholas
J016 - Windham, Margaret
k001 - Fullwood, Latoya
K016 - Golden, Krystal

3785 Broad St, Sumter, SC 29154
0249 - Williams, Lorenzo
0304 - Cruse, Brandon
0341 - Starks, Katrena
0410 - Ohue, Willy

Legal NoticeEMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT

4 Cemetery Plots in Evergreen
Cemetery $6000 for all 4 Call
803-775-4045

LEGALLEGAL
NOTICESNOTICES

CLASSIFIED ADS
Will Go To Work For You!

To Find Cash Buyers
For Your Unused Items

Need a truckload of firewood?
$60 delivered to Sumter or Manning.
Call State Tree Service at
803-773-1320.

Great for person looking for extra income.
If you have good dependable transportation and a 
phone in your home and a desire to earn a good 

extra income...

COME BY & APPLY AT
36 W. Liberty Street

Sumter, SC

CONTRACTORS WANTED!*
For Routes in Our Delivery Area
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*PRN CONTRACTORS AS NEEDED.

For Sale
or Trade

Estate:/Remburt H. Page
#2017ES4300660

Personal Representative
Beverlee Blanding

2234 Graystone Drive
Sumter, SC 29150

Estate:/Leona Monique Pack
#2017ES4300633

Personal Representative
Dale W. Pack

4425 E. Chapel Rd.
Apt 210-B

Columbia, SC 29205

Sumter County Civic Center
Indoor Garage Sale

Saturday, Dec. 2, 2017
700 W. Liberty St.

Call in to reserve your
booth starting on

Nov. 6, 2017 after 9:00 am
803-436-2271

FREE TO THE PUBLIC

Refurbished batteries as low as
$45. New batteries as low as $65.
6v golf cart battery as low as $65.
Auto Electric Co., 102 Blvd Rd.
803-773-4381

Estate:/Carl Howard
#2017ES4300642

Personal Representative
Wilma Howard

C/O Jarrel Wigger
8086 Rivers Avenue

N. Charleston, SC 29406

Garage, Yard &
Estate Sales

Miscellaneous
Estate:/Rasheed Jae'von

Goodwin
#2017ES4300643

Personal Representative
Tiffany Sumpter

C/O Kelsey Willey
Attorney at Law

PO Box 714
Charleston, SC 29402

7 and a half Ft. multi-color lights
Christmas tree, originally cost $225,
used one year. Asking $150
803-499-3843

Estate:/William J Carter Jr
#2017ES4300649

Personal Representative
Gail Andrews Carter

1920 Currituck Dr
Sumter, SC 29153

TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATION
Estate:/Dorothy W,. Jackson

#2017ES4300669
Personal Representative

Olland Lamar Jackson, Jr.
1100 David Street Apt. 4407

North Myrtle Beach, SC 29582

For Sale TONS & TONS of fire wood
premium seasoned oak. U haul $45
per pick up load, delivered 1 cord
$130. Call Collins Tree Service
803-499-2136

Estate:/Sam Belin, Jr.
#2017ES4300641

Personal Representative
Christ T. Belin

415 St. Pauls Blvd.
Unit 104

Norfolk, VA 25504

OWNER FINANCING! 3 acres for
sale by owner near St. Charles. Call
or text 803-464-5813.

Firewood

Land & Lots
for Sale

Estate:/Mary Ann Taylor
#2017ES4300671

Personal Representative
Sonya D. Phillips
660 Sierra Street
Sumter, SC 29154

Estate:/Tammye Lynn Cox
#2017ES4300632

Personal Representative
Tracey C. Marye

C/O J. Cabot Seth
Attorney at Law

PO Box 1268
Sumter, SC 29151

We buy pecans! $1 per pound.
Warren E. Coker Farms, 341 W.
Main St. Olanta. 843-319-1884.

Estate:/Jack Darrow Kinder
#2017ES4300676

Personal Representative
L. Scott Kinder

C/O J. Cabot Seth
Attorney at Law

PO Box 1268
Sumter, SC 29151

Farm Products
REALREAL

ESTATEESTATE

Estate:/Kelvin Todd Johnson
#2017ES4300666

Personal Representative
Ada L. Fugate

C/O Kenneth Hamilton
Attorney at Law

PO Box 1774
Sumter, SC 29151

Estate:/Gregory A. Weldon
#2017ES4300672

Personal Representative
John T. Cubbage

108 Wells Point Drive
Irmo, SC 29063

Estate:/Sarah Lorraine
Benenhaley

#2017ES4300667
Personal Representative

Tracie Baxley
C/O Kenneth Hamilton

Attorney at Law
PO Box 1774

Sumter, SC 29151

MERCHANDISEMERCHANDISE

50 Wesmark Ct. 1,177 sq ft.
$1000/mo. + $100 CAM. Reception
area, 3 office space, breakroom, 1/2
ba, file/storage room. 773-1477

A Notch Above Tree Care Full
quality service low rates, lic./ins., free
est BBB accredited 983-9721

Estate:/Stanley E. Hayes, Sr.
#2017ES4300637

Personal Representative
Julie A. Hayes

6 Betsy Lane
Sumter, SC 29150

Estate:/Linda Truett Paranto
#2017ES4300639

Personal Representative
Tina Duke

20 Dew Drive
Sumter, SC 29153

Estate:/Lille Wells
#2017ES4300646

Personal Representative
Pamela D. Singleton

C/O Kharimah R. Dessow
425 N. Main Street

Sumter, SC 29150

Ricky's Tree Service Tree removal,
stump grinding, Lic & ins, free quote,
803-435-2223 or cell 803-460-8747.

690 Bultman Dr 1612 Sq. Ft.
Reception area w/ hdwd floors, 4
Private offices, Conference rm,
Secretarial work area, Copier/Equip.
Rm, Shower rm, 2 1/2 baths, file
storage rm, $2050 mo+$57.76 CAM
Call 803 773-1477

Tree Service
Estate:/Andrew Dale Leighton

#2017ES4300657
Personal Representative

Jeffrey M Leighton
1055 Foxridge Ct
Sumter, SC 29150

Office Rentals
Estate:/Ruby Anna Johnson

#2017ES4300648
Personal Representative

Michelle Paul
112 Anne Park #B
Sumter, SC 29150

Estate:/Marilyn Y Leneau
#2017ES4300658

Personal Representative
Margaret R Dunmore

C/O A Paul Weissenstein Jr
PO Box 2446

Sumter, SC 29151

All Types of Roofing & Repairs All
work guaranteed. 30 yrs exp. SC lic.
Virgil Bickley 803-316-4734.

Country Living DW 3BR 2BA on a
Pond $750 Mo + Deposit.
References required.
Call 803 469-9353

Estate:/Cheryl A Forsman
#2017ES4300659

Personal Representative
Stephanie R Conover
1822 Palomino Circle

Sumter, SC 29154

Roofing
Estate:/Don Richardson

#2017ES4300673
Personal Representative

Sonya Richardson
316 North Magnolia Street

Sumter, SC 29150

Estate:/Betty Lou Thames
#2017ES4300644

Personal Representative
James Albert Thames

4805 Highway 15 South
Sumter, SC 29150

Attorney Timothy L. Griffith
803-607-9087, 360 W. Wesmark.
Criminal, Family, Accident, Injury

Scenic Lake
2 & 3BR 2BA No pets, Section 8
accepted. 499-1500 or 469-6978
btwn 9am-5pm

Legal Service
Estate:/Eloise M Maple

#2017ES4300652
Personal Representative

Geraldine Furman
50 Stonehedge Ct
Sumter, SC 29154

Estate:/Olivia Bracey
#2017ES4300631

Personal Representative
Rethea B. Lemmon

142 Carolina Avenue
Sumter, SC 29150

Mobile Home
Rentals

Estate:/Julie Ann Trahan
#2017ES4300647

Personal Representative
Cheryl Webb

C/O Kenneth Hamilton
Attorney at Law

PO Box 52359
Sumter, SC 29152

House on Burgess, 3 Br, 1 Ba,
CHA, $545 mo. Sec. Dep.
803-983-5691 or 803-305-1581.

SBC Construction of Sumter
Metal /Shingle Roofs• Porches •
Concrete & Windows
•Water Problems •Tree removal
Call BURCH 803-720-4129

3 & 4 Br homes & MH, in Sumter
County & Manning area. No Sect. 8.
Rent + dep. req. Call 803-460-6216

H.L. Boone, Contractor: Remodel
paint roofs gutters drywall blown
ceilings ect. 773-9904

NOTICE OF SUMTER BOARD
OF ZONING APPEALS
PUBLIC HEARING

The Sumter City-County Board of
Zoning Appeals will hold a regularly
scheduled meeting on Wednesday,
December 13, 2017 at 3:00 p.m. in the
City Council Chambers located on
the Fourth Floor of the Opera House
(21 North Main Street, Sumter, South
Carolina). The following requests are
scheduled for public hearing:

BOA-17-25, 409 Rast St. (City)
The applicant is requesting Special
Exception approval in order to allow
for a Drinking Place (SIC 5813) as
required per Article 3, Section 3.i.4.e
Drinking Places (SIC Code 5813), and
in accordance with Article 5, Section
B; 5.b.3.l of the City Zoning
Ordinance. The property is located
at 409 Rast St., represented by Tax
Map #230-16-03-014 and is zoned
General Commercial (GC).

BOA-17-26, 13 Chappell Circle (City)
The applicant is requesting multiple
variances related to the construction
of an accessory apartment at 13
Chappell Circle: (1) a 5 foot variance
from 4.g.2.b.1. Maximum Height to
allow for a 30 foot tall accessory
structure; (2) a variance from Article
4 Accessory Apartment Conditions,
which caps the maximum floor area
of an accessory apartment to 40% of
the floor area of the principal
structure, in order to allow for the
proposed accessory apartment to be
up to 60% of the floor area of the
principal residential structure. The
property is represented by Tax Map
# 204-11-03-035 and zoned
Residential-15 (R-15).

BOA-17-27, 101 N. Wise Dr. (City)
The applicant is requesting a
variance to reduce the required
number of parking spaces as per
Article 8, Section 8.i.3.n: Off Street
Residential Parking of the City
Zoning Ordinance from 2 spaces per
unit to 1.25 spaces per unit in order
to construct a 49-unit senior
apartment complex. The property is
located at 101 N. Wise Dr.,
represented  by  Tax  Map
#229-08-01-034 and zoned General
Commercial (GC).

BOA-17-28, 2801 Broad St. (City)
The Applicant is requesting a
variance to allow for the continued
use of an existing non-conforming
off-premise business directional sign
in accordance with Article 8, Section
8.h.4.b. The existing freestanding
sign is 16.5' tall, 12' wide, and
contains two sign faces totaling 104
square feet in area. The property is
located at 2801 & 2831 Broad Street,
represented by Tax Map #
202-00-01-032, and zoned General
Commercial (GC). The property is
also located within the Highway
Corridor Protection District (HCPD).

Documents pertaining to the
proposed request(s) are on file in the
Office of the Sumter City-County
Planning Department and are
available to be inspected and
studied by interested citizens.

Joseph T. McElveen, Jr.
Mayor

Unfurnished
Homes

Home
Improvements

Public Hearing

Make A Difference become a
foster parent. Learn more call
803-451-3984

Child Care

Huntington Place Apartments
Rents from $625 per month

1 Month free*
*13 Month lease required
Leasing office located at

Ashton Mill Apartment Homes
595 Ashton Mill Drive

803-773-3600
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9-5

0501 - Smith, Terette
0615 - Moody, Dennis
0719 - Ohue, Mary

Purchase must be made with cash
only and paid for at the time of sale.
All goods are sold as is and must be
removed at the time of the sale. Sale
is subject to adjournment.

Legal NoticeUnfurnished
Apartments

BUSINESSBUSINESS
SERVICESSERVICES

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
OF ESTATES

Persons having claim against the 
following estates are required to deliver 
or mail their claims to the indicated 
Personal Representatives, appointed to 
administer these estates, and to fi le their 
claims on Form #371PC with the Probate 
Court of Sumter County Courthouse, N. 
Main Street, Sumter, SC, 29150, on or 
before the date that is eight months after 
the date of the fi rst publication of this 
Notice to Creditors, (unless previously 
barred by operation of Section 62-3-803), 
or such persons shall be forever barred 
as to heir claims. All claims are required 
to be presented in written statements, 
indicating the name and the address 
of the claimant, the basis of the claim, 
the amount claimed, the date when the 
claim will become due, the nature of any 
uncertainty as to the amount claimed and 
the date when due, and a description of 
any security as to the claim.

Estate Notice
Sumter County

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
OF ESTATES

Persons having claim against the 
following estates are required to deliver 
or mail their claims to the indicated 
Personal Representatives, appointed to 
administer these estates, and to fi le their 
claims on Form #371PC with the Probate 
Court of Sumter County Courthouse, N. 
Main Street, Sumter, SC, 29150, on or 
before the date that is eight months after 
the date of the fi rst publication of this 
Notice to Creditors, (unless previously 
barred by operation of Section 62-3-803), 
or such persons shall be forever barred 
as to heir claims. All claims are required 
to be presented in written statements, 
indicating the name and the address 
of the claimant, the basis of the claim, 
the amount claimed, the date when the 
claim will become due, the nature of any 
uncertainty as to the amount claimed and 
the date when due, and a description of 
any security as to the claim.

Estate Notice
Sumter County

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
OF ESTATES

Persons having claim against the 
following estates are required to deliver 
or mail their claims to the indicated 
Personal Representatives, appointed to 
administer these estates, and to fi le their 
claims on Form #371PC with the Probate 
Court of Sumter County Courthouse, N. 
Main Street, Sumter, SC, 29150, on or 
before the date that is eight months after 
the date of the fi rst publication of this 
Notice to Creditors, (unless previously 
barred by operation of Section 62-3-803), 
or such persons shall be forever barred 
as to heir claims. All claims are required 
to be presented in written statements, 
indicating the name and the address 
of the claimant, the basis of the claim, 
the amount claimed, the date when the 
claim will become due, the nature of any 
uncertainty as to the amount claimed and 
the date when due, and a description of 
any security as to the claim.

Estate Notice
Sumter County

CLASSIFIEDS OR TO PLACE YOUR AD ONLINE GO TO WWW.THE ITEM.COM/PLACEMYAD

803-774-12
CLASSIFIED DEADLINES

11:30 a.m. the day before for 
Tuesday, Wednesday, 

Thursday &  Friday edition.
11:30 a.m. Friday for Sunday’s edition.

We will be happy to change your ad if an error is 
made; however we are not responsible for errors after 
the fi rst run day. We shall not be liable for any loss or 
expense that results from the printing or omission of 
an advertisement. We reserve the right to edit, refuse 

or cancel any ad at any time.
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