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REFLECTIONS

Be aware of holiday 
hazards to avoid fire

While this is arguably the most 
wonderful time of  the year, the joy 
of  the holiday season can quickly 
be put on hold because of  house 
fires.

With temperatures dropping this 
weekend, people need to be cau-
tious when using space heaters to 
stay warm, Sumter Fire Depart-
ment Battalion Chief  Johnnie Rose 
said.

Make sure there is at least 3 feet 
of  open space all around the heater 

when it is in use, he said. 
The Christmas tree — an essen-

tial holiday item for some — could 
put a damper on your holiday spir-
it if  it is dry and catches fire. 

Families with real Christmas trees 

BY ADRIENNE SARVIS
adrienne@theitem.com

SEE FIRES, PAGE A10
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Devin Chaplin, 7, plays a game of “Red Light, Green Light” with Milo the Humanoid during some exercises in Julie Jeffcoat’s 
classroom at Kingsbury Elementary School. The robot is being used as a pilot program for children with autism.

Meeting Milo

Robot uses spectrum of facial expressions to engage with autistic students

Robots are slowly becoming an 
increasing part of  our culture in 
the U.S., with much debate as to 
whether that’s good or bad.

But with this robot — which has 
the appearance of  a human and 
helps increase social engagement 
for children with autism — there’s 
mounting research and evidence as 
to its effectiveness.

He’s Milo the Humanoid, and 
he’s at Kingsbury Elementary 

School in Sumter School District as 
part of  a pilot study in the state.

Seventeen of  South Carolina’s 81 
public school districts are taking 
part in the three-year pilot study 
with Milo, who delivers a thorough 
social, emotional and behavioral 
research-based curriculum to stu-
dents with autism. All costs associ-
ated with Milo and his software are 
paid with federal funding.

People with autism generally 
have challenges with social and 
emotional skills and may struggle 
with eye contact, interacting ver-

bally with others and reading so-
cial cues, which all affect their abil-
ity to learn, said Julie Jeffcoat, lead 
teacher for special education at 
Kingsbury.

There’s a wide variation of  chal-
lenges and strengths for each per-
son with autism, Jeffcoat said. 
Some children, for example, are 
completely non-verbal, while oth-
ers can communicate more easily.

Jeffcoat has been teaching chil-
dren with autism at the school for 

BY BRUCE MILLS
bruce@theitem.com

Angry MiloDenial MiloMilo the Humanoid Excited Milo Happy Milo

Hurt Milo Panicked MiloSad MiloScared Milo Surprised Milo

SEE MILO, PAGE A10

Edens announces Sumter County Council re-election bid

Charles Edens, sitting Sumter 
County District 4 councilman, an-
nounced he will be running for re-
election to his council seat in 2018. 

The announcement came dur-
ing Sumter County GOP’s meet-

ing on Thursday.
The election may be Edens’ final 

time serving on council if  he is 
elected — he has served since 1999.

Edens said he enjoys represent-
ing his district and working for the 
county and that he would like to 
continue for at least one more 
year. 

He said he would like to spend 
more time with his grandchildren 
and let someone of  a younger gen-
eration serve the county.

“But never say never,” he said.
Edens’ main priority is making 

sure Sumter County is financially 
strong and in a position to attract 
new businesses and industries. 

Since his first election, the Sum-
ter native has maintained his be-
lief  that a county should be able to 
operate on its millage rate. 

A county will thrive when the 
value of  its mill increases because 
of  higher property values and new 

BY ADRIENNE SARVIS
adrienne@theitem.com

EDENS

SEE EDENS, PAGE A10



Call: (803) 774-1226    |    E-mail: pressrelease@theitem.com

LOCAL BRIEFS
FROM STAFF REPORTS

HOW TO REACH US

36 W. Liberty St., Sumter, S.C. 29150
(803) 774-1200

The Sumter Item is published 
five days a week except for 
July 4, Thanksgiving, Christmas 
and New Years Day (unless those 
fall on a Sunday) by Osteen 
Publishing Co., 36 W. Liberty St., 
Sumter, SC 29150.

Periodical postage paid at 
Sumter, SC 29150.

Postmaster: Send address 
changes to Osteen Publishing 
Co., 36 W. Liberty St., Sumter, SC 
29150 

Publication No. USPS 525-900

IS YOUR PAPER MISSING? 
ARE YOU GOING ON VACATION? 

Call (803) 774-1258
Monday to Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday & Sunday, 7 a.m. to 11 a.m.

TO PLACE A NEWSPAPER AD

Call (803) 774-1200 Monday through Friday,  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

TO PLACE AN ANNOUNCEMENT 

Birth, Engagement, Wedding, 
Anniversary, Obituary
Call (803) 774-1226
Monday to Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

TO BUY A SUBSCRIPTION 

Call (803) 774-1200
Monday to Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday & Sunday, 7 a.m. to 11 a.m.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES

Standard Home Delivery
TUESDAY THROUGH FRIDAY PLUS 
SUNDAY
One year - $189; six months - $94.50; three 
months - $47.50; one month - $15.75.  EZPay, 
$14.50/month

Mail Delivery
One year - $276; six months - $138; three 
months - $69; one month - $23

Vince Johnson 
Publisher 

vince@theitem.com 
(803) 774-1201

Kayla Robins
Executive Editor
kayla@theitem.com 

(803) 774-1235

Kathy Stafford 
Customer Service Manager

Classifieds, Subscriptions and 
Delivery

kathy@theitem.com
(803) 774-1212 

Rhonda Barrick
Newsroom Manager
rhonda@theitem.com 

(803) 774-1264

Sandra Holbert
Obituary / Newsroom clerk

sandra@theitem.com 
(803) 774-1226 

 A2    |   SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2017   THE SUMTER ITEM  

All registered voters who 
reside in the Hampton Park 
precinct will receive a new 
voter registration card in the 
mail because of  a polling lo-
cation change.

Your new polling location 
is Sumter County Recreation 
and Parks, 155 Haynsworth 
St.

If  you do not receive a new 
card in the mail, call (803) 
436-2310 or (803) 436-2312.

Hampton Park polling 
location changes

Nominate someone for Christmas giveaway

A family of five, including three chil-
dren, is safe after a fire damaged their 
house southeast of downtown Sumter on 
Friday morning.

Sumter Fire Department responded to 
the blaze on Omarest Drive off Plowden 
Mill Road just before 7:15 a.m. on Friday, 
according to a fire department incident 
report.

The owner told firefighters she saw 
fire “coming out of the electric heater, so 
she got her children out of the structure 
and called 911,” the report said.

After beginning in a bedroom, the 

blaze spread to the living room and 
kitchen, according to the report, causing 
an estimated $50,000 in structural loss 
and damage to contents in the home. 
Only an estimated $500 was reported 
saved in the report.

American Red Cross disaster-trained 
volunteers are helping the family by pro-
viding financial assistance for food, 
clothing, other essentials and comfort 
kits with personal hygiene items, accord-
ing to the agency.

“Each year around the holidays, the 
Red Cross and partners see an uptick in 
the number of home fires,” according to 
an agency news release.

Though it is not thought to be a cause 

of this house fire, the Red Cross noted 
Christmas tree fires are more likely to be 
deadly than “most other fires, and can-
dle fires are four times as likely to 
occur.”

“When cooking and decorating this 
holiday season, the Red Cross is remind-
ing families to check their existing 
smoke alarms and practice fire drills at 
home,” the agency said. “Every house-
hold should develop a fire escape plan 
and practice it several times a year and 
at different times of the day.”

To help those affected by disasters 
around the world and at home, call 
1-800-RED-CROSS or text the word RED-
CROSS to 90999 to make a $10 donation.

BY KAYLA ROBINS 
kayla@theitem.com

Blaze causes $50,000 in damage to Sumter home

A Sumter County man faces 
15 charges connected to the 
exploitation of  a minor after 
investigators reportedly found 
he distributed and possessed 
files of  child pornography.

Mark Christopher Gainey, 
58, was arrested on Wednes-
day by Internet Crimes 
Against Children Task Force 
investigators with assistance 
from the Sumter County Sher-
iff's Office and Homeland Se-
curity, according to a news re-
lease from South Carolina At-
torney General Alan Wilson.

Gainey is charged with five 
counts of  second-degree sexual 
exploitation of  a minor, a felo-
ny offense punishable by up to 
10 years imprisonment for each 
count, and 10 counts third-de-
gree sexual exploitation of  a 
minor, also a felony with the 
same punishment, if  convicted.

The case will be prosecuted 
by the Attorney General's Of-
fice.

Sumter man faces 15 
charges for child porn

Laurence Manning Academy's 
headmaster is becoming the new ex-
ecutive director of  the South Carolina 
Independent School Association, ac-
cording to a news release and person-
al statement.

After 14 years at LMA in Manning 
— the last 12 1/2 as headmaster — 
Spencer Jordan announced Friday 
that he's accepted the head position 
over the independent school associa-
tion. He will remain as headmaster at 
LMA until June, when he assumes 
his new post with SCISA's adminis-

trative office in Orange-
burg.

"I am honored by the 
board's confidence in me 
to lead the most compre-
hensive educational ser-
vice association in the 
nation," Jordan said in a 
SCISA news release. 

"SCISA's offerings in professional de-
velopment, student activities and ath-
letics cannot be matched.”

Jordan will be responsible for the 
association's strategic planning, cur-
rent programs and daily operations, 
according to SCISA. 

His selection by the association's 

board of  directors comes after long-
time SCISA Executive Director Larry 
Watt announced his retirement 
Thursday. Watt will step down effec-
tive June 1, 2018, after 31 years over 
the organization. 

SCISA consists of  about 125 inde-
pendent schools in South Carolina 
and Georgia. 

Jordan said he will continue to live 
in Manning and his wife, Kimber, will 
continue to teach at LMA. His two 
children will also continue to attend 
LMA, he said. 

The academy's board of  trustees 
hopes to fill the headmaster position 
by the summer, Jordan said.

Laurence Manning Academy head 
named SCISA executive director
BY BRUCE MILLS
bruce@theitem.com

JORDAN

Two groups with the 
city of  Sumter are trying 
to help people live up to 
the idea that the holidays 
are a time for giving and 
helping other people with 
a Christmas wish give-
away.

Sumter Tourism and 
Downtown Sumter are 
taking nominations for a 
$500 wish that will go to a 
person or family that 
“could use a little help 
this holiday season,” ac-
cording to Leigh New-
man, downtown develop-
ment coordinator for the 
city.

“It’s just for anybody if  
you have a friend or a 
neighbor or somebody, 
and you just think they 
may be struggling a little 
to pay their bills. Or a 
family who doesn’t have 
enough to get that gift,” 
Newman said.

To nominate someone, 
fill out a form found at 
the city’s website or pick 
one up at the drop-off  
sites — in front of  the 
Sumter Opera House, 21, 

N. Main St., or at the 
Swan Lake Visitors Cen-
ter, 822 W. Liberty St., 
through Dec. 17.

A winner will be drawn 
from the pool-screened, 
eligible nominations at 
random on Dec. 28, New-
man said.

The form asks who the 
wish is for and why they 
are deserving.

“This is absolutely 
new,” Newman said. “It’s 
kind of  fun to say we can 
grant a wish.”

Nominees must be a 
resident of  Sumter Coun-
ty to win, and they can-
not be an employee of  the 
city or an immediate 
family member of  one, 
she said.

Winners may choose to 
remain anonymous.

Wishes, other than for 
a bill to be paid, must be 
something tangible — the 
winner cannot simply re-
ceive cash — and they 
cannot receive items 
such as subscription ser-
vices, airfare, firearms, 
alcohol or tobacco.

“It’s Christmas,” New-
man said. “Let’s get in 
the spirit of  doing for 
others.”

BY KAYLA ROBINS 
kayla@theitem.com

Mother dies, son 
injured in wreck

MANNING — A 32-year-old 
Rhode Island woman died 
early Friday morning in a sin-
gle car accident on Interstate 
95 near the Ram Bay exit.

Ivette Figueroa died at the 
scene from multiple blunt 
force trauma, according to 
Clarendon County Deputy 
Coroner Bucky Mock.

Mock said there were seven 
people from two families in the 
vehicle, and the six other indi-
viduals were transported to 
McLeod Regional Hospital in 
Florence with non-life threat-
ening injuries.

Lance Cpl. Judd Jones with 
the South Carolina Highway 
Patrol said the accident oc-
curred about 3:10 a.m. when 
Figueroa, who was driving a 
2013 Honda SUV northbound 
on I-95, drove off  the left side 
of  the road, struck a tree and 
overturned. She was not wear-
ing a seat belt, Jones added.

The two families in the car 
were driving back to Rhode Is-
land from Disney World in 
Florida where the kids were 
competing in a youth football 
tournament.

The wreck remains under 
investigation, authorities said.

BY SHARRON HALEY
Special to The Sumter Item.
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THE PERFECT GIFT

NOT ALL ITEMS AVAILABLE AT ALL STORES

CHECK OFF YOURCHECK OFF YOUR
Christmas List
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Select Group
Fall Clothing and Shoes

40%
off

6 Gallon

Wet/Dry Vac
$49.99

-$20 with
card

$2999

$$48489696
Reg
$69.99

Electric
Knife & Tool 
Sharpener

•  Sharpen every 
knife you own

•  Also sharpens 
kitchen knives, 
scissors and 
tools

Infrared 
Radiant Heater

$7999
• Remote control
• 3 temp settings

$2999
Wesmark 
Only

Mens 
Sabal Vest
Available 
in S-3X

le 
X

SAVE
$30

9 LED 
Flashlight

$399 •  Includes carrying case, 
and 3 AAA Bulbs

•  Waterproof up to 100 
feet

• Includes carrying caseI l d i

Gr eatGr eatGrGr
StockingngStockinngStockin
Stuffer

Compare at
$12.99

Wallabees

Coolers
Purchase a Yeti 

Cooler over $249 
and receive a

$5000
Gift  Card

Drinkware
Purchase TWO Yeti 
Drinkware and 
receive a 
$1000

Gift  Card

GRILLS MAKE THE PERFECT GIFT

Gift  Card
$5000

Onlyy

$249999
Reg
$49.99

Realtree 
Edge 

1/4 Zip 
Pullover
Available in S-2X

Kayaks

M B E R  111111111 6

JustJustJJusJJ
Ar rived
Ar

dived
ArrivAr vr

for fforfor
2018

GRILLS KE THE PERFECT GIF

The Catch 120

Solo $119.99

Flow $299.99

30%
off

Duck Boots

Available in Youth 
and Adult

Large Group 
Collegiate Clothing

40%
off

Large Group L

• Custom Insert fitted to your individual arch
• Get fitted in store on our 3D Foot Imaging Scanner

Boxers

$302 for $23.99 each

2018 Baseball Gear
arriving daily

Electric

PROSTEEL  SAFES

Receive a rebate when you purchase any new 
Browning ProSteel safe at retail between

November 22 and December 31, 2017

$100 
Rebate

with the purchase 
of any new safe 

over $2,500.

$75 
Rebate

with the purchase 
of any new safe 
between $1,500 

and $2,499.

$50 
Rebate

with the purchase 
of any new safe 
between $799 

and $1,499.

Rainjackets

Available
in Youth 
and Adult

30%
off

HOLIDAY DEALS

$8999
Also available in 
women’s $79.99

RED 
HOT 
BUY

8’ Trampoline

$$99999999
• Available in Blue

Reg
$169.99

also available

Trampoline

$$797999

Jump & Jam
Attaches to the trampoline 
for hours of fun

$2499

bleble

nene

Come ask our knowledgeable sporting goods 
associates about the new 2018 rule changes.

Keep
warm

an amazing fishing kayak,
a wide and flat deck provides room 

for standing and extra gear
Must see for yourself!!!

Fun, inexpensive. Get him or her their 
first kayak for the beach, pool, or lake

 9’4” – Great for 
Mom and Kids.

Actual color may 
vary slightly.

Purchase any Weber 
Genesis, Traeger & Big 
Green Egg and receive a

Fleece-lined, Moisture-
wicking fabric with 

Realtree Edge Pattern

Special
Buy
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W
e’re living with three dogs 
now. Socks is the oldest at 15. 
A beagle lab mix, she was the 

runt of  the litter when Hannah’s dog 
Jewel had puppies. Moo came to us 
first as Abram’s dog. A registered 
Greater Swiss Mountain Dog, he be-
came Gina’s dog and protector when 
Abram left to go to grad school. Sadie 
is the newest addition to the pack. A 
miniature dachshund, we gave her to 
Gina’s parents 10 years ago. She’s 
come to live with us now. 

We went out to eat one night this 
week, leaving the three dogs safely 
locked in. When we returned, Gina 
noticed one of  the Christmas wreaths 
on our windows had fallen. I went to 
see if  I could repair it; Gina went in-
side.

In a few minutes she came back out 
and said, “Is Sadie out here with you? 
I can’t find her.” I put down the 
wreath and began to search with 

Gina. We searched under 
beds and inside closets. 
Gina went to search the 
front yard, while I took a 
flashlight and combed the 
backyard. No Sadie.

Gina took the car to 
search the neighborhood; 

I went on foot into the neighbor’s 
yards, hoping no one would mistake 
me for a burglar. I even checked the 
storm sewers.

My mind rushed to calamity. What 
if  she fell in the pond and drowned? 
What if  she got out and got picked 
up? What if  she had a stroke some-
where in the woods and was dying? I 
admit I prayed: “Lord, please let us 
find this dog. If  we lose her so soon 
after getting her… what will we do?”

Gina came back, saying she saw 
nothing. I had seen no signs. I asked 
her again, “Are you sure she isn’t in 
the house?” She said she was positive. 

I decided to search the house again, 
while Gina went to search the yard 
again. The next step would be to 
knock on the neighbor’s doors.

About three minutes into re-
searching the house, the phone 
rings. It’s my neighbor, Julian. He 
said, “I think I have something of  
yours. She’s all snuggled up on my 
lap.” Sadie had crawled under the 
fence and was wandering around in 
Julian’s drive when he came home. 
Fickle dog that she is, she followed 
him right on into his house and up 
into his lap. When he told me he had 
her, relief  surged through my soul.

I ran outside to tell Gina, then we 
hustled over to Julian’s to reclaim 
our dog. I spent the next hour in the 
dark trying to plug the holes in the 
fence so she wouldn’t get out any-
more.

When I went to work on my ser-
mon for the week, I read these 

words, “We all like sheep have gone 
astray…” Sheep, little dogs, and hu-
mans all have the urge to roam. We 
all want to believe boundaries are 
for others, not for us. We push past 
those boundaries and wander away 
from the God who truly loves us. For 
many of  us, there is no kind neigh-
bor who rescues us. Instead, we live 
frustrated lives knowing we aren’t 
where we need to be. We miss the 
safety and security of  home.

If  Gina and I, imperfect people that 
we are, panic over a little dog, how 
much more does your Heavenly Fa-
ther yearn to find you? 

Wherever you are, in whatever 
way you are lost, our Heavenly Fa-
ther is looking for you, to bring you 
home.

Clay Smith is the lead pastor of  Alice 
Drive Baptist Church in Sumter.

The Heavenly Father yearns to find you wherever you are

SMITH

BY RHONDA BARRICK
rhonda@theitem.com

With this week's rainy, cold 
weather and snow hitting parts 
of the Southeast, AAA Caroli-
nas' reminder to drive safely 
comes just in time.

AAA Carolinas shares both 
common-sense tips and others 
you may not have thought of:

• Avoid driving while you’re 
fatigued;

• Never warm up a vehicle in 
an enclosed area, such as a ga-
rage;

• Make certain your tires are 
properly inflated;

• Never mix radial tires with 
other tire types;

• Keep your gas tank at least 
half full to avoid gas line 
freeze-up;

• If  possible, avoid using your 
parking brake in cold, rainy 
and snowy weather;

• Do not use cruise control 
when driving on any slippery 
surface (wet, ice, sand); and

• Use your seatbelt at all 
times.

If you're planning a long-dis-
tance trip during the upcoming 
holidays, remember the follow-
ing:

• Watch weather reports be-
fore a long-distance drive or be-
fore driving in isolated areas. 
Delay trips when especially bad 
weather is expected. If you 
must travel, let someone know 
your route, destination and es-
timated time of arrival.

• Always make sure your ve-
hicle is in peak operating con-
dition by having it inspected at 
a respected auto repair shop.

• Keep at least half a tank of  

gasoline in your vehicle.
• Pack a cellphone with your 

local AAA’s number, plus blan-
kets, gloves, hats, food, water 
and any needed medication in 
your vehicle.

• If  you become snowbound, 
stay with your vehicle. It pro-
vides shelter and makes it easi-
er for rescuers to locate you. 
Don’t try to walk in a storm. 
Don’t over exert yourself by 
trying to push or dig your vehi-
cle out of the snow.

• Tie a brightly colored cloth 
to the antenna or place a cloth 
at the top of a rolled up win-
dow to signal distress. At night, 
keep the dome light on if possi-
ble. It only uses a small amount 

of electricity and will make it 
easier for rescuers to find you.

• Make sure the exhaust pipe 
isn’t clogged with snow, ice or 
mud. A blocked exhaust could 
cause deadly carbon monoxide 
gas to leak into the passenger 
compartment with the engine 
running.

• Use whatever is available to 
insulate your body from the 
cold — floor mats, newspapers 
or paper maps.

• If  possible, run the engine 
and heater just long enough to 
remove the cold and still con-
serve gasoline.

If you do have to drive in 
snow, remember:

• Applying the gas slowly to 

accelerate is the best method 
for regaining traction and 
avoiding skids. Take time to 
slow down for a stoplight. It 
takes longer to slow down on 
icy roads.

• Drive slowly. Everything 
takes longer on snow-covered 
roads. 

• The normal dry pavement 
following distance of three to 
four seconds should be in-
creased to eight to 10 seconds. 
This increased margin of safe-
ty will provide the longer dis-
tance needed to stop.

• Know your brakes. Keep 
the heel of your foot on the 
floor, and use the ball of your 

foot to apply firm, steady pres-
sure on the brake pedal.

• Don’t stop if you can avoid 
it. There’s a big difference in 
the amount of inertia it takes 
to start moving from a full stop 
versus how much it takes to get 
moving while still rolling. If  
you can slow down enough to 
keep rolling until a traffic light 
changes, do it.

• Don’t power up hills. Apply-
ing extra gas on snow-covered 
roads just starts your wheels 
spinning.

• Don’t stop going up a hill. 
There is nothing worse than 
trying to get moving up a hill 
on an icy road.

• Stay home. If you don’t 
have to go out, don’t. Even if  
you can drive well in the snow 
— others can't. 

 

Winter brings snow and safe-driving tips from AAA Carolinas
A heavy morning snow falls in 
Jackson, Mississippi, on Friday as 
an electronic sign posts a winter 
weather advisory for drivers 
along I-55. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

EVERY DAY

Fresh, delicious PECANS for cooking. 
Great gift ideas, too.  

For FREE brochure call or write. 

Golden Kernel Pecan Co.

New Crop Pecans

“Oldest Buyer, Sheller and Shipper in the Carolinas”

VISIT OUR COUNTRY STORE IN CAMERON, S.C.
PO Box 613, Cameron, SC 29030 
Fax: 803-823-2080 
www.goldenkernel.com

1-800-845-2448 
803-823-2311 

email: info@goldenkernel.com

Grand Opening Celebration Fri., Dec. 15, 2017 
with all new menu selections & specials everyday. 

New Culinary Art Chef.

TURBEVILLE SEAFOOD MARKET & RESTAURANT
5215 Turbeville Hwy. • Turbeville, SC (843) 659-5341

Restaurant/Market Hours
Fri. & Sat. 12:00pm - 9:30pm • Sundays Noon - 6pm

T
SEAFOOD

THE

Under New Management. 
New Lunch Buffet Specials  

Tuesday-Friday 11:30am - 2:00pm 

Friday Night All You Can Eat Crab Night
Plus Seafood Buffet - 5:00pm - 9:30pm

Saturday Night Full Seafood Buffet - $12.99 3pm - 9:30pm
Sunday Country Buffet - $11.99 12 noon - 6pm

Protect all that you’ve built with 
Safe. Sound. Secure.®  insurance from

Auto-Owners Insurance.
Call or visit us today!

Caren Schwartz

1170 Wilson Hall Road 
Sumter, S.C. 29150

469-3030
bynuminsurance.com
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PANORAMA

BY IVY MOORE
Special to The Sumter Item

I
t’s been more than two de-

cades since the Sumter Civic 

Dance Company presented its 

first “Jingle with the Arts,” and 

the colorful show has brought tal-

ented performers to the Patriot 

Hall stage each December since. 

Inspired by company director An-

drea Freed-Levenson’s attendance 

at The Radio City Music Hall 

Rockettes Christmas Show years 

ago, “Jingle,” as the show is fa-

miliarly called, has all the trap-

pings of  its model  — dance, live 

music, colorful sets and costumes 

and more.

Freed-Levenson didn’t start out to 
produce Jingle annually, she said, but 
“people loved it and grew to look for-
ward to it each December.”

Three performances of  the Christ-
mas spectacular will be presented Fri-
day and Saturday at Patriot Hall, with 
scores of  dancers and guest choirs in-
cluding the Sumter High School Show 
Choir, the Bethesda Church of  God 
Choir and the Lee Central High School 
Gospel Choir. In addition to the Sum-
ter Civic Dance Company, there will 
be performances by the Sumter Civic 
Ballet Company, the Sumter Civic Ap-
prentice Company, the Freed School 
Gymnastics Team, the Freed School 
Youth Theater and the Junior Compa-
ny & Sprites.

The format for the 90-minute Jingle 
comprises five scenes, as it has since 
the first show in 1995; however, the 
music and choreography are new, 
Freed-Levenson said. She said she 
writes most of  the show and “sit(s) 
down with Ashlee Poole, director of  

the SHS Show Choir, to make sure it 
has the right flow, without a pause.”

The music is a mix of  the familiar 
and some lesser-known Christmas 
songs, Freed-Levenson said, adding 
that “some people say ‘I haven’t heard 
that in a long time,’ and the audiences 
are very receptive to the newer 
music.”

As for the dance, she said the scenes 
run the gamut of  styles, with classical 
ballet, can can, tap, contemporary/lyr-
ical and jazz.

She is the primary choreographer, 
with Erin Levenson Harms setting the 
choreography for the Christmas Can 
Can and Andrea Govier setting the 
choreography for “Elves and Orna-

ments” and a Hip-Hop number. To-
gether, they choreographed and will 
dance “Take Me Home.” Both have 
choreographed the gymnastics team’s 
performance.

Scenes in the show include, in order, 
Holiday Shopping, Winter Wonderland 
Snow Drop, Gifts and Toys, Santa’s Man 
Cave and The Reason for the Season.

The Sumter Civic Dance Company 
will open the show in Scene 1 with a 
Jingle medley, the Sumter High 
School Show Choir and Bethesda COG 
Choir will sing, and all the choirs will 
join in singing “Have Yourself  a 
Merry Little Christmas.”

The reindeer, “holiday favorites,” 
will entertain Santa and the Grinch in 

the man cave, as will the Visitors from 
Afar with a newly choreographed 
Riverdance, and the Bethesda COG 
and Lee Central High School choirs 
will sing.

Hard-pressed to name the “show-
stopper,” Freed-Levenson said “Laffy 
Taffy” is back because of  requests 
from the public and “Jellicle Ball” 
from the Broadway musical “Cats” 
will be seen in the Gifts and Toys 
scene.

Jingle is a mix of  the sacred and the 
secular until the final scene, which 
Freed-Levenson said is “our finale. 
After all, it is about the ‘Reason for the 
Season.’”

The scene will open with the Sumter 
Civic Dance Company performing to 
“I Look to You,” followed by songs in-
cluding “Be Lifted,” sung by the 
Bethesda COG Choir; “Someday at 
Christmas,” by the Sumter High 
School Choir; and “Now Behold the 
Lamb” by the Lee Central High School 
Honors Choir. Harms and Govier will 
dance to “Take Me Home,” and the en-
tire cast will join in singing “Lean on 
Me.”

“Like I always say about Jingle with 
the Arts,” Freed-Levenson said, “if  
you’re not in the Christmas spirit 
when you come in, you will be when 
you go out.”

Freed-Levenson is artistic director 
of  “Jingle with the Arts,” David Shoe-
maker is technical director, and Son-
dra Tidwell is stage manager. Ashlee 
Poole directs the Sumter High School 
Show Choir with Ariel Mack as chore-
ographer; Julia Sims Owens directs 
the Bethesda Church of  God Choir; 
and Thomas Slater directs the Lee 
Central High School Honors Chorale 
and Gospel Choir.

The Sumter Civic Dance Company 
presents the 23rd-Annual Jingle with 
the Arts at Patriot Hall, 135 Hayn-
sworth St., at 7 p.m. Friday and 3 and 7 
p.m. Saturday. Tickets are $12 and can 
be purchased at Freed School of  Per-
forming Arts, 527 N. Guignard Drive, 
or by calling (803) 773-2847.

The Sumter Civic 
Dance Company will 
present its 23rd-
Annual Jingle with 
the Arts on Friday 
and Saturday, Dec. 
15 and 16, at Patriot 
Hall.  The Company 
will perform a kick 
line in tribute to The 
Radio City Music 
Hall Rockettes. 
Jingle with the Arts, 
now in its 23rd year, 
was inspired by the 
Rockettes’ 
Christmas 
Spectacular when 
artistic director and 
primary 
choreographer 
Andrea Freed-
Levenson saw the 
show almost a 
quarter century 
ago. Jingle with the 
Arts is a perennial 
favorite during 
Sumter’s Christmas 
season.

PHOTOS PROVIDED

Joining the Sumter Civic Dance Company will be the choirs from Sumter and Lee Central 
high schools and Bethesda Church of God. Santa’s reindeer, Santa, the Grinch, Cats from 
the Broadway musical, can can dancers, elves, toys and more will perform in the lavish 
show inspired by the Radio City Music Hall Rockettes’ Christmas Show.

Christmas Can 
Can, danced by 
the Sumter Civic 
Apprentice 
Company, will 
open Scene 3, 
titled Gifts and 
Toys, of Jingle 
with the Arts. 
There will be 
three 
performances of 
the 23rd-annual 
Christmas show of 
music and dance, 
at 7 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday and 
a 3 p.m. matinee 
on Saturday.

Members of the Sumter Civic Dance Company will perform to “Jellicle Ball” from the 
Broadway musical “Cats” during Jingle with the Arts on Friday and Saturday at Patriot 
Hall.

Jingle with the Arts returns
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WEDDINGS

Lewis-Long
THE DALLES, Oregon — Merri 

Madalynne Lewis of  Sumter and Pat-
rick Lowell Long of  Sweet Home, Or-
egon, were united in marriage at 6 
p.m. on Friday, Dec. 30, 2016, at Co-
lumbia Gorge Discovery Center and 
Museum.

The bride is the 
daughter of  Col. and 
Mrs. Thomas Ed-
ward Lewis Jr. of  
Sumter and the 
granddaughter of  
Mr. and Mrs. Billy 
Allen Wise of  Daw-
sonville, Georgia, 
and Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas Edward 
Lewis Sr. of  Bowling 
Green, Kentucky. 
She graduated from 
Leilehua High 
School in Wahiawa, 
Hawaii, in 2012 and 
Oregon State Uni-
versity in Corvallis, 
Oregon, in 2016. She 
is a U.S. Army mili-
tary police officer.

The bridegroom is the son of  Mr. 
and Mrs. Gilbert Roy Long of  Sweet 
Home and the grandson of  the late 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Eugene Long of  
Sweet Home and the late Mr. and 
Mrs. Gerald Lee Swaney of  Tucson, 
Arizona. He graduated from Sweet 
Home High School in 2011 and at-
tended Oregon State University in 
Corvallis. He is a U.S. Marine Corps 
infantry machine gunner. 

Matthew Munger officiated at the 
ceremony.

Music was provided by Only the 
Best Sound Wedding DJ.

Escorted by her father, the bride 

wore a Nurit Hen designer ball gown 
featuring a one-shoulder sheer pearl-
beaded neckline and tulle-layered 
skirt with a detachable cathedral 
train embroidered with pearl beads 
at the waist belt. She also wore dia-

mond earrings given 
to her by her Grand-
mother Wise and 
carried a bouquet of  
white and soft pink 
roses with dusty 
miller and wild 
green leaves.

Georgia Madison, 
the bride's cousin, 
served as maid of  
honor. Ashley Rowe 
served as matron of  
honor. Bridesmaids 
were Kaitlyn Her-
mann, sister of  the 
bridegroom, Brandi 
Trotter, Abigail Zim-
merman and Marie 
Hunt. Allison Mung-
er and Sadie Bruck-
er served as flower 
girls.

T.J. Hilton served as best man. 
Groomsmen were Jason Long and 
Matthew Long, brothers of  the bride-
groom; Thomas E. Lewis III, brother 
of  the bride; Taylor Hermann, broth-
er-in-law of  the bridegroom; and 
Brandon Fiedor. Owen Munger 
served as ring bearer.

The bride's parents held the recep-
tion at Columbia Gorge Discovery 
Center and Museum.

The bridegroom's parents held the 
rehearsal party at Holiday Inn, The 
Dalles.

The couple resides on Oahu, Ha-
waii. 

MR., MRS. PATRICK LONG

Standish-Rhodes
MAYESVILLE — Kaley Dianna 

Standish and Charles Lewington 
Rhodes were united in marriage at 6 
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 9, 2017, at Mayes-
ville Presbyterian 
Church.

The bride is the 
daughter of  Mr. and 
Mrs. George Thomas 
Standish, and the 
granddaughter of  the 
late Mr. and Mrs. 
George Standish and 
Mrs. Dianne L. Ste-
phens and the late 
Mr. Victor Craig 
Standish, all of  Dar-
lington. She graduat-
ed from University of  
South Carolina Beau-
fort. She is employed 
by Meadors Services 
LLC.

The bridegroom is 
the son of  Mrs. Rose 
Norton Rhodes and 
the late Mr. Charles 
William Rhodes of  Mayesville and 
the grandson of  the late Mr. and 
Mrs. William David Rhodes of  
Mayesville, Mr. and Mrs. John L. 
Norton of  Johnsonville and Ms. 
Martha F. Baldwin of  North Myrtle 
Beach. He graduated from Clemson 
University. He is employed by Kion 
Group North America.

The Rev. Brian Peake officiated at 
the ceremony.

Music was provided by Anne 
Lewis, violinist; and Clara Temple 
Williams, pianist.

The bride was escorted by her fa-
ther.

Destiny Nicole Scott served as 
maid of  honor, with Robin Stephens 

Schrecker as ma-
tron of  honor. 
Bridesmaids were 
Florence Elizabeth 
Hartman, Bridget 
Anderson Howle, 
Emily Bland Keys, 
Lauren Dianne 
Schrecker and Jes-
sica Marie Went-
worth. Mary DuPre 
Keys served as 
flower girl.

Best men were 
Andrew Robinson 
Tew and William 
Chase McNair. 
Groomsmen were 
Alexander Ware 
Cummings, Chris-
topher Harrison 
Gadsden Gilchrist, 
Charles Andrew 

Mowlajko, Jeremy Craig Standish 
and Thomas Dorsey Standish. Walk-
er Bland Keys served as ring bearer.

Honorary bridesmaid was Caroli-
na Aimar McElveen.

The reception was given by the 
bride's parents at the Rhodes' home 
in Mayesville.

The bridegroom's mother held the 
rehearsal party at the Main Room in 
Sumter.

Following a wedding trip to Anti-
gua, the couple will reside in 
Charleston.

MRS. CHARLES RHODES

5 GENERATIONS

Th e Smith family
Five generations of  

the Smith family from 
left are Margaret Smith, 
great-great-grandmoth-
er; Calvin Smith, great-
grandfather; Lakin Gif-
fin, mother, holding 
Maverick Benenhaley, 
son; and Charlie Smith 
Bradley, grandmother.

NEW ARRIVAL

Maverick Owen Benenhaley
Lakin Giffin and 

Dustin Benenhaley an-
nounce the birth of  a 
son on Nov. 20, 2017, at 
Palmetto Health Tuom-
ey.

Maverick Owen 
Benenhaley weighed 7 
pounds and 11.8 ounces. 
He was 20 1/2 inches 
long.

Grandparents are 
Charlie Bradley of  Sum-
ter, Joey Giffin of  Sum-
ter and Perry and Elea-
nor Benenhaley of  Dalzell.

Great-grandparents are Calvin Smith of  Sumter, Carolyn Cochran of  Sum-
ter, Jim and Shirley Giffin of  Sumter and Perry and Colleen Benenhaley of  
Dalzell.

Great-great-grandmother is Margaret Smith of  Sumter.

EARLY DEADLINES FOR ENGAGEMENT, WEDDING, BIRTH AND ANNIVERSARY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Engagement, wedding, birth and wedding anniversaries (25th, 50th and above) of local interest are 
published on Sundays free of charge. The normal deadline is noon on the preceding Monday. The deadline for 
the Dec. 24 edition is noon on Thursday, Dec. 14.  The deadline for the Dec. 31 edition is noon on 
Thursday, Dec. 21.  Forms may be obtained at The Sumter Item, 36 W. Liberty St., or downloaded from www.
theitem.com. Click on the drop down arrow next to the Lifestyle tab on the navigation bar of the website.

When fi lling out form, please type or print all information, paying particular attention to names. Do not 
print in all capital letters.

Photographs must be vertical and of reproduction quality and must be received by the Monday noon 
deadline.

Email wedding and engagement forms and photos to brides@theitem.com. For additional information, call 
(803) 774-1264. Email birth and wedding anniversary forms and photos to sandra@theitem.com. For additional 
information, call (803) 774-1226.

NU MASTER CHAPTER OF BETA SIGMA PHI

A chapter meeting was held on Oct. 19 at the 
home of  Toni Burkhart. Discussion was held 
on service projects for United Ministries. Mem-
bers will bring different items monthly to be 
donated to the organization. 

A Halloween hotdog roast was held on Oct. 
27 at the home of  Rick Espelien. On Nov. 9 sev-
eral members attended a Quilt of  Valor pre-
sentation for five military members on Shaw 
Air Force Base. Quilts were made by members 
of  the Alice Drive Baptist Church Quilt Minis-
try. 

The Nov. 16 meeting was held at the home of  
Liz Wild. Fran Kolar received her Torch Bear-
er Degree, the highest degree in Beta Sigma 
Phi. 

A Christmas party was held on Dec. 1 at Sec-
ond Mill Pond Restaurant in the Elks Club. A 
delicious meal was served and a “crazy Santa” 
game played. 

The Dec. 8 business meeting was held at the 
home of  Margaret Dougherty. She served an 
authentic English meal, and secret sister gifts 
were exchanged. 

The Jan. 4, 2018, meeting will be held at the 
home of  Libby Singletary.

CLUB DIGEST

BY BETH BUCZYNSKI
NerdWallet

If  you recently got en-
gaged, the first person 
you might want to tell 
about your beautiful ring 
is an insurance agent.

Engagement ring insur-
ance isn't exactly roman-
tic, but it's a relatively in-
expensive way to make 
sure you can repair or re-
place your ring if  some-
thing happens to it.

TWO WAYS TO INSURE 
YOUR ENGAGEMENT RING

• Buy extra "scheduled" 
coverage — often called a 
rider, floater or endorse-
ment — through your 
homeowners or renters 
insurance company. Stan-
dard homeowners insur-
ance and renters insur-
ance includes some cover-
age for jewelry, but theft 
coverage is often limited 
to $1,500.

• Buy a stand-alone poli-
cy from a company that 
specializes in jewelry in-

surance. You'll generally 
get reimbursed for the full 
value if  your ring is sto-
len, lost or damaged.

Your insurer might re-
quire an appraisal to fi-
nalize your policy. The 
National Association of  
Jewelry Appraisers web-
site has a list of  apprais-
ers in each state.

Don't assume a jewelry 
warranty will cover you. 
Those apply only to de-
fects.

COST OF A JEWELRY 
RIDER

The cost of  a jewelry 
rider depends on how 
much coverage you need. 
A stand-alone engage-
ment ring insurance poli-
cy typically costs $1 or $2 
for every $100 in value. A 
study by The Knot, a wed-
ding planning website, 
found the average cost of  
an engagement ring in 
2016 was $6,163. That puts 
the annual premium for 
insurance at around $60 
to $120.

Engaged? Don’t forget to 
tell your insurance agent
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Thomas Sumter Academy

GENERALS SPREAD CHEER 

On Nov. 30, our middle school stu-
dents lived out our school motto, 
“Acta Non Verba,” as we spread 
Christmas cheer and extended a help-
ing hand to several nursing facilities 
and ministries in Sumter. 

The sixth and seventh grade dressed 
in Christmas colors and holiday attire. 
They delivered gift bags and sang 
Christmas songs to the residents of  
National Healthcare, Hopewell, Sum-
ter Health East and McElveen Manor. 
Our eighth grade helped rake and bag 
leaves, put up Christmas wreaths, dec-
orated a Christmas tree and put up 
Christmas lights at John K. Crosswell 
Home for Children. After a busy 
morning, the students, teachers and 
bus drivers ate lunch at Golden Cor-
ral. Afterward, everyone went to Dil-
lion Park to just be kids before return-
ing to school.

THE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS — 
GIVING

The Christmas Shop is not just for 
making and selling gifts. With the 
profits, each student purchases a gift 
for a child from the local Salvation 
Army “Angel Tree.” This entire pro-
cess is a huge learning opportunity 
while also giving back to the commu-
nity – TSA students learning how to 
“Pay It Forward.” Can’t get any better 
than that. — Dr. F.L. Martin III

Central Carolina Technical 
College

COME BY AND SEE THE CHRISTMAS 
TREES

CCTC has started a new tradition 
this year. Now through Dec. 15, the 
college is displaying approximately 25 
Christmas trees for public viewing 
and voting. Stop by the college during 
normal operating hours to tour the 
trees and get in the holiday spirit. You 
can also vote for your favorite tree by 
visiting CCTC’s Facebook page.

FREE SALT SCRUB CLASS

It’s the perfect time of  year to make 
a gift for someone special. Come out to 
CCTC’s Health Sciences Center, Room 
H183 (133 S. Main St.) on Thursday  
from 6 to 7 p.m. to make a free salt 
scrub. This event is free to the public 
so be sure to RSVP by Thursday at 
(803) 774-3337 to save your spot. Space 
is limited.

SPRING SEMESTER REGISTRATION

Register now for spring semester at 
CCTC. Classes start Jan. 16, 2018. For 
more information on enrollment visit 
cctech.edu/how-to-enroll-5-easy-steps/ 
and to view the classes offered visit 
cctech.edu/academics/class-schedule-
search/.

MASSAGE THERAPY PROGRAM 

Beginning this spring semester, 
CCTC’s Massage Therapy Program 
will be offered during the evening and 
on Saturdays. Students can complete 

the program and obtain a certificate 
in as little as two semesters. 

Upon successful completion of  the 
Massage Therapy Certificate, students 
are eligible to apply to take the Feder-
ation of  States Examination before ap-
plying for a South Carolina license. 
Also, CCTC is the first school to offer 
a Specialty Certificate in Massage 
Therapy for Integrative Healthcare 
credentialed by the National Certifica-
tion Board for Therapeutic Massage 
and Bodywork. Massage therapists 
enjoy a variety of  job opportunities in 
health care, spas, rehabilitation clinics 
and cruise ships. 

For more information about this 
program, contact Massage Therapy 
Program Manager Brent Jackson at 
(803) 778-7857 or jacksonbf@cctech.edu. 
Classes start Jan. 16.  — Catherine M. 
Wood 

Sumter Christian School

STUDENTS SEND CARE PACKAGES

As part of  their community projects 
and out of  a desire to spread Christ-
mas cheer to our military, the fourth- 
and eighth-grade classes sent out care 
packages to deployed soldiers in Af-
ghanistan, Qatar, Kuwait and Korea. 
Care packages included cards and 
gifts from students, teachers and their 
families. 

As the semester comes to a close, 
students are finishing up their final 
projects before Christmas break. After 
weeks of  research and organization, 
honors geography students Kim Ed-
munds and Kyle Painter gave profes-
sional and memorable presentations 
for their relocation projects on Singa-
pore and Israel. They were required to 
research and consider the practical as-
pects as well as the viability of  moving 
to a foreign country. 

The sophomore and junior chemis-
try students completed their Periodic 
Table Project in which they had to fill 
out several worksheets and construct 
their own periodic tables both accu-
rately and creatively. Also, the senior 
government students handed in their 
multimedia patriotic projects for 
which they researched and theorized 
what the founding fathers would have 
to say about the influence of  Christi-
anity today. 

Sumter Christian School will host 
its annual Christmas program for 
friends and family on Monday, Dec. 18, 
at 7 p.m. Beginning, intermediate and 
concert bands will be performing. Ele-
mentary classes will be singing songs 
and reciting poems along with various 
middle school and high school stu-
dents performing solos and dramatic 
readings. — Miriam Marritt

Sumter School District

STUDENTS WIN HOLIDAY CARD 
CONTEST

Nona Ghimpau, an eighth-grader 
from Alice Drive Middle School, and 
Lachaia Douglas, a fifth-grade student 
from Cherryvale Elementary School, 
were the winners of  the Mayor's Holi-
day Card contest. Their artwork was 
selected from more than 500 entries. 
Mattison Spiegel, a sixth-grader from 
Alice Drive Middle School, and Issac 
Ohrt, a third-grader from Kingsbury 
Elementary School, were named run-
ners-up.

 The students were recognized at the 
opening ceremony of  the Fantasy of  
Lights at Swan Lake-Iris Gardens on 
Dec. 1. Mayor Joseph T. McElveen and 
a representative of  FTC, sponsor of  
the program, will visit the winners at 
their schools to present their awards. 
The winners will receive a framed 
copy of  the holiday card and an iPad. 
The runners-up will receive gift cards.

HILLCREST NAMED FINALIST

 Hillcrest Middle School is one of  
five state finalists in the Samsung 
Solve for Tomorrow Contest. The con-
test challenges students in grades six-

12 to show how STEAM can be applied 
to help improve their local communi-
ties. Hillcrest sixth- and seventh-grade 
science teacher Richard Phillips’ class 
was chosen as a finalist based on their 
proposal to use STEAM skills to ad-
dress school-based emergency man-
agement. 

 The students are developing an app 
to serve as an early warning system 
for schools. Phillips won a Samsung 
Chromebook and is working on an ac-
tivity plan outlining how the students 
will execute the project. If  he is cho-
sen as the state winner, Hillcrest will 
receive a $25,000 Samsung technology 
package. 

The Sumter Chapter of  the Daugh-
ters of  the American Revolution re-
cently donated $300 to support STEM 
efforts in Sumter School District. Sci-
ence coordinator Lori Smith offered it 
to science teachers as a contest, with 
the ideas for the best use of  the money 
in STEM-related efforts. Phillips also 
won the DAR money and will use 
some of  it in the development of  the 
emergency management app.

SCEA HONORS EDUCATOR

Pocalla Springs Elementary 
School’s Technology and Curriculum 
Coach Krista Jennings was honored 
recently by the South Carolina Educa-
tion Association as an outstanding ed-
ucator. The presentation took place at 
the school during National Education 
Week.

 “Krista Jennings’ title is technolo-
gy/curriculum coach, but she is so 
much more,” said Dr. Laura Brown, 
Pocalla Springs Elementary School 
principal. “Ms. Jennings is the ‘face of  
Pocalla’ for our live-streamed morning 
show. She is definitely a role model for 
everyone at Pocalla Springs.” Jen-
nings is a former Sumter School Dis-
trict Teacher of  the Year.

SCEA invited principals to nominate 
educators in their schools that go 
above and beyond the call of  duty in 
providing the best in education for 
their students. After an enthusiastic 
response from principals across the 
state, SCEA President Bernadette 
Hampton reviewed the applications 
and selected educators from different 
regions of  the state to receive the 
honor.

According to SCEA, in honoring of  
these educators, they become part of  a 
nationwide effort to draw attention to 
American Education Week's theme, 
"Great Public Schools: A Basic Right 
and Our Responsibility." This repre-
sents the National Education Associa-
tion's (NEA) vision of  calling upon all 
Americans to do their part in making 
public schools great for every child, so 
that they can grow and achieve in the 
21st century.

FESTIVITIES GALORE

Sumter School District schools are 
continuing their holiday festivities 
this week. Evening activities, which 
are open to the public, are free. The 
holiday choral and band performances 
are outstanding and are a great way to 
celebrate the season. 

To see a complete list of  events, 
please visit our website at www.sum-
terschools.net and check out the De-
cember calendar of  events. The site 
also has a link to all the schools which 
will have more comprehensive infor-
mation about each particular school. 
The public is also encouraged to like 
our Facebook page for frequent post-
ings and pictures.

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE

 Sumter School District schools will 
be closed from Dec. 20 through Jan. 2, 
2018. School will resume on Jan. 3. 
The Sumter Item education news will 
not publish on Dec. 17, 24 or 31. 

From all of  us in Sumter School Dis-
trict, have a safe and wonderful holi-
day and a Happy New Year. — Mary B. 
Sheridan 

Wilson Hall

BATTLE OF THE BOOKS STATE 
CHAMPIONS

Both the elementary and middle 
school Battle of  the Books teams won 
the S.C. Independent School State 
Championship held in Dalzell on Nov. 
29. This is the fourth consecutive state 
championship for the elementary and 
the second consecutive state champi-
onship for the middle school. 

Advised by Susan Barfield and 
Molly McDuffie, the following stu-
dents are members of  the middle 
school team: eighth-graders William 
Hardee, Tyler Mahr, Harsh Patel and 
Derek Smith, seventh-graders Kayla 
Brown, Jackson Mahr, Nathan Owens, 
Syd Richardson and Steven Scholz, 
and sixth-grader Zach Scholz. Advised 
by Kathy Coker and Susie Herlong, 
the following students are members of  
the elementary team: fifth-graders 
Lottie Bynum, Lydia Cheek, Thomas 
Creech, Ryan Hawkey and Sara Helen 
Simmons, and third-graders Eva 
Dochtermann, Gracie Nibblelink, 
Maddie Posch and Wes Sargis. Ameri-
ca’s Battle of  the Books is a reading 
incentive program for students in 
grades three through 12. Students 
read books and come together to dem-
onstrate their reading comprehension 
abilities and to test their knowledge of  
the books they have read. The teams 
are given a list of  20 books to read 
prior to the competition, and then 
they are asked specific questions 
about the books to earn points.

SPECIAL ATHLETIC RECOGNITION

Several athletes received special rec-
ognition by the S.C. Independent 
School Association at the conclusion 
of  the fall season. For cross-country, 
senior Kirsten Fisher was named to 
the AAA All-State Team, and Fisher 
and senior Bryce Lyles were each 
named the Region Runner of  the Year. 
In addition to Fisher and Lyles, the 
following students were named to the 
All-Region Teams: seniors Chandler 
Curtis, Layton Creech and Matthew 
Tavarez, sophomores Matthew Blan-
kenship, Layton Creech, Haley McCaf-
frey and Molly Moss, and eighth-grad-
er Margaret Briggs Kelly. Selected for 
the SCISA North/South All-Star Foot-
ball Team were seniors Noah Harvin, 
Jackson LeMay and Jake Meyers. Se-
nior Kelly Brady was chosen for the 
AAA All-State Team for golf. For ten-
nis, junior Shelby Guldan was named 
the Region Player of  the Year. She was 
named to the All-Region Team along 
with senior Zan Beasley and sopho-
mores Emily Anne Beasley and Lizzy 
Davis. Debby Williams was named the 
Region Tennis Coach of  the Year. In 
volleyball, senior Courtney Clark was 
named to the AAA All-State Team and 
she was named the Region Player of  
the Year. She was named to the All-Re-
gion team along with seniors Chan-
dler Curtis, Liza Lowder and Becka 
Noyes. These four students were also 
selected for the SCISA All-Star Team 
along with senior Madison Reaves. Rip 
Ripley was named the Region Volley-
ball Coach of  the Year. — Sean 
Hoskins

SHERMAN COLLEGE OF 
CHIROPRACTIC 

SPARTANBURG — Letitia Smith of  
Sumter has been named to Sherman 
College of  Chiropractic’s Dean’s List 
for grades earned during the summer 
2017 academic quarter. Dean’s list stu-
dents have achieved a grade-point av-
erage of  at least 3.5 for the quarter.

HERZING UNIVERSITY ONLINE

Sumter-area resident Tashime 
Toomer recently graduated from Herz-
ing University Online with an Associ-
ate of  Science in Medical Office Ad-
ministration.

PHOTO PROVIDED

CAMPUS CORNER

DEAR ABBY — I joined the Navy 
after I learned I was becoming 
a father. I didn't want to be a 
husband or father, but I did 
both. In 2010, my wife died. My 
feelings about being a husband 
and father never changed. 

 Our two children are now 
grown and want me to move 
near — or in with — them. 
They say, "Won't it be great to 
be with your grandkids?" No, 
it won't! 

 I worked and supported my 
family. When I was in port, I 
went to baseball, softball and 
basketball games, had tea with 
my daughter and did every-
thing I believe I should have 
done. I have served my time. I 
don't want to "be close." Hon-
estly, I'd prefer they left me 
alone. I don't love them, and I 
didn't love their mother. I did 
my duty to the best of  my abil-
ities both in uniform and in 
family. 

 When we aren't together, 

I'm happy. I 
read, I study 
and do what I 
like. I've 
earned that, 
haven't I? 
How do I get 
them out of  
my life so that 
at age 52 I 
have my own 
life? I don't 
want to hurt 
anyone, but I 

never wanted a family in the 
first place.

Never wanted a family
 

DEAR NEVER WANTED A FAMILY — 
The one thing you should NOT 
do is express your feelings to 
your children as bluntly as 
you have to me. Because you 
don't want to hurt them, a way 
to phrase it might be to say 
that having done your job as a 
parent to the best of  your abil-
ity, you need time to yourself  

now — time to read, study, 
travel, reflect, etc. Be sure to 
make clear that it has nothing 
to do with them — that you are 
proud of them and the way 
they are handling their lives — 
so they won't think they are 
somehow to blame. 

DEAR ABBY — After reading 
your "timely" reminder about 
changing the batteries on 
smoke alarms and detectors 
when turning clocks back to 
standard time, something oc-
curred to my wife and me. We 
have never seen another as-
pect of  fire protection in our 
homes mentioned — fire extin-
guishers. 

 Many homeowners have 
these devices but may not real-
ize extinguishers don't last for-
ever and should be checked 
and periodically replaced. Al-
most all home fire extinguish-
ers are non-rechargeable. Con-
sequently, they come with the 

recommendation that they be 
replaced every 12 years. 

Neither my wife nor I have 
any connection with the fire 
safety industry or profession. 
We are worried that in case of  
a fire in the home, many peo-
ple may waste precious time 
trying to extinguish it only to 
find out the extinguisher 
they're using no longer works 
or is ineffective. 

The way to check is to look 
at the gauge most extinguish-
ers have. If  the needle is in the 
green area, the extinguisher 
may still be usable. (If  the ex-
tinguisher is more than 12 
years old, that may not be the 
case.) If  there is no date on the 
extinguisher and the date of  
purchase is unknown, the ex-
piration date can be deter-
mined by calling the manufac-
turer or going online to the 
manufacturer's website.

Could you pass this informa-
tion on to your readers? It may 

save lives. Thank you. 
Patrick in Nevada

 
DEAR PATRICK — Actually, Pat-
rick, I should thank YOU for 
pointing this out. I'm glad you 
wrote because your letter may 
help many readers.
 
Dear Abby is written by Abigail 
Van Buren, also known as 
Jeanne Phillips, and was 
founded by her mother, Pauline 
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at 
www.DearAbby.com or P.O. 
Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 
90069.

For everything you need to 
know about wedding planning, 
order "How to Have a Lovely 
Wedding." Send your name and 
mailing address, plus check or 
money order for $7 (U.S. funds) 
to: Dear Abby, Wedding Booklet, 
P.O. Box 447, Mount Morris, IL 
61054-0447. (Shipping and han-
dling are included in the price.)

Unwilling husband, father just wants a life to himself

Dear Abby

ABIGAIL 
VAN BUREN



 A8    |   SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2017 NATION  THE SUMTER ITEM  

NEWBURGH, N.Y. — Old Rockefell-
er Center Christmas trees never real-
ly die, they just get built into the wall 
frames and floor supports of  afford-
able homes.

For the past decade, the ornament-
laden trees that have been lit up with 
glitz, songs and dancing Rockettes 
have gone on to be milled into lumber 
used in dozens of  Habitat for Human-
ity homes from Philadelphia to Pas-
cagoula, Mississippi. Each tree yields 
a truckload of  100 or more boards, all 
stamped with an image of  the tree 
and the year it was on display.

Wood from three of  the Rockefeller 
trees has gone 50 miles up the Hud-
son River to the hardscrabble city of  
Newburgh, New York, which has 
helped create an unlikely Rockefeller 
Row of  four homes on the same 
block.

"They didn't just cut it and throw it 
away. They used it in something 
good. And what better than my 
home?" says Viridiana Perez, who 
was visiting her family's soon-to-be 
home being built with wood from last 
year's 94-foot Norway spruce.

Homeowner Keith Smith can't see 
the unique wood from the 2015 tree in 
his home, but he feels it. He appreci-
ates his family's connection to the an-
nual tree lighting extravaganza in 
Manhattan.

"Pretty much everyone on TV is 
watching it. That makes it a part of  
history. That makes me proud to 
have a part of  history in my house," 
Smith says.

In addition to Newburgh, other lo-
cations that have received Rockefeller 
wood include Morris, New Jersey, 
and Bridgeport, Connecticut. Reha-
bilitating a home in this historic city 
can cost $150,000, though the subsi-
dized costs to buyers are based on 30 
percent of  their income. Habitat for 

Humanity makes up the difference 
through fundraising.

Buyers also must contribute hun-
dreds of  hours of  "sweat equity" by 
working alongside Habitat for Hu-
manity volunteers.

The Rockefeller wood is more sym-
bolic than structural. That's because 

the big Norway spruces that tower 
over skaters each December at Rock-
efeller Center are show trees, not 
work trees, with wood often too knot-
ty to support a lot of  weight. So Hab-
itat volunteers use the special spruce 
strategically, as they did last week in 
Newburgh with 14-inch sections 

bracing floor joists in a gutted row 
house.

Several doors down, it was used to 
help frame in an interior wall. That 
house is ready for a move-in by 
Perez, her husband and their four 
children. Perez is a Jehovah's Wit-
ness and does not celebrate Christ-
mas, but she still showed the lone 
piece of  still-visible stamped wood 
above a light switch to her toddler.

"Even though I don't celebrate 
Christmas, it means a lot for me be-
cause it's still nature," she said.

Perez hopes to move in within a 
few months. By then, this year's 
Rockefeller tree will be milled into 
planks headed to a yet-to-be-deter-
mined city for Habitat for Humanity.

"After it's all said and done with, 
it's going to somebody else's house," 
Smith says. "It makes me wonder 
how they'll feel about that. Will they 
feel how I feel?"

After lights dim, Rockefeller Christmas trees still give
BY MICHAEL HILL
Associated Press

ASSOCIATED PRESS

The Rockefeller Center Christmas tree stands lit as people take photos of it and the holi-
day decorations at Rockefeller Center during the 85th-annual Rockefeller Center Christ-
mas tree lighting ceremony in New York. 

This photo provided by Habitat for Hu-
manity shows the 2010 Rockefeller Center 
Christmas tree being milled into lumber 
for construction of a Habitat for Humanity 
house in Newburgh, New York.

This Dec. 16, 2015, file 
photo shows a plank of 
wood in Lisa Wilson’s 
home built by Habitat for 
Humanity in Philadel-
phia. Some of the lumber 
from the 2014 Christmas 
tree at the Rockefeller 
Center in New York was 
used in the construction 
of the home.

AP FILE PHOTO

BANGOR, Maine (AP) — 
Police in Bangor, Maine, say 
a reported intruder turned 
out to be a roll of  duct tape.

Officers responded to a call 
from a woman who heard 
noises from her basement 
and reported that her dog 
was barking aggressively at 
the noise.

Police said it turns out a 
"thump-thump-thump" sound 
the woman heard was a roll 
of  duct tape that fell off  a 
shelf  and bounced down the 
stairs.

Sgt. Tim Cotton wrote on 
Facebook that the woman 
had already investigated be-
fore the first officer arrived. 
The officer felt that the 
woman could've held her own 
until police arrived because 
she was "from Maine, had a 
dog, and a roll of  duct tape."

Maine Police: 
Duct tape led 
to 911 call

To advertise call 
Mark at 803-464-8917 or

Email: mark@theitem.com

Hours: Monday - Saturday 9am-3pm

Bridal  DirectoryThe

1455 S. Guignard Drive
Sumter, S.C.

(inside the Piggly Wiggly)

773-6280
773-5114

The Daisy 
Shop

Nan’s      
   Flowers

1240 Peach Orchard 
803-494-3714

www.NansFlowers.com

A Ring A Ring 
Around Around 

the R� esthe R� es
95B MARKET STREET   95B MARKET STREET   

SUMTERSUMTER
934-8000934-8000

www.aringaroundtheroses.comwww.aringaroundtheroses.com

2891 Broad Street 
Sumter, SC

803-469-8733

3602 Broad St.
Sumter, S.C.

www.hinesfurniture.com
803.494.2300

FURNITURE & BEDDING

135 W WESMARK
SUMTER, SC 

803-77-light (775-4448)

Bridal Registry Available

Big T Jewelers
520 West Boyce Street • Manning, SC 29102 

(803) 435-8094 

JJJJewelers
M i SC

Established in 1969

DIAMOND 
WEDDING 

SETS 

50%
OFF

Family Operated Since 1969

444 N Guignard Drive
SUMTER

803.775.1209

www.gallowayandmoseley.com

Hometown Jewelers since1935

NaomiNaomi
andandWarnerWarner

13 N. Main Street
773-4388

Downtown Sumter

SALES & RENTALS
MUSIC & SOUND SYSTEMS
9 N. Main Street • Sumter, SC
www.importslimitedsc.com

773-1908

4 Convenient Locations

Sumter LaunSumter Laundrydry
& Cleaners& Cleaners

Serving Sumter 
Since 1919

Wedding GownWedd ing Gown
Pre s e r va s i o n  Ava i l ab l e.Pre s e r va s i o n  Ava i l ab l e.

335 Broad Street • Sumter, SC

803-775-1204

Palmetto Farm Supply
OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY 8AM - 6PM

20 Lb. Propane 
Cylinder 
          Refills

New Tanks
w/ first fill free

$999

$2999

Coupon must be redeemed
for discount.

Special expires Dec. 31, 2017

GOLF CLUB

 

Mon. - Thurs. $15
Fri. Sat. & Sun. $20

after 11 AM
Special good for up 

to one foursome!

For additional information, 
call or stop by

2565 Players Course Dr. 
Manning, SC • 478-7899

www.WybooGolfClub.com
062715

Winter 
Special

$17
$22
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BEND, Oregon — Dr. Byron 
Maas surveys a supply of mari-
juana products for dogs that 
lines a shelf in his veterinary 
clinic. They're selling well.

"The 'Up and Moving' is for 
joints and for pain," he ex-
plains. "The 'Calm and Quiet' is 
for real anxious dogs, to take 
away that anxiety."

People anxious to relieve suf-
fering in their pets are increas-
ingly turning to oils and pow-
ders that contain CBDs, a non-
psychoactive component of  
marijuana. But there's little 
data on whether they work, or 
if  they have harmful side ef-
fects.

That's because Washington 
has been standing in the way of  
clinical trials, veterinarians 
and researchers say. Now, a 
push is underway to have bar-
riers removed, so both pets and 
people can benefit.

Those barriers have had 
more than just a chilling effect.

When the federal Drug En-
forcement Administration an-
nounced last year that even 
marijuana extracts with CBD 
and little or no THC — mari-
juana's intoxicating component 
— are an illegal Schedule 1 
drug, the University of Penn-
sylvania halted its clinical tri-
als. Colorado State University 
is pushing ahead.

The U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration has warned com-
panies that sell marijuana 
products online and via pet 
shops and animal hospitals 
that they're violating laws by 
offering "unapproved new ani-
mal drugs." The FDA threat-
ened legal action.

But, seeing potential benefits 
of CBDs, the American Veteri-
nary Medical Association's pol-
icy-making body said last sum-
mer it wants the DEA to declas-
sify marijuana as a Schedule 1 
drug "to facilitate research op-
portunities for veterinary and 
human medical uses." It asked 
the board of the national veter-
inarians' organization to inves-
tigate working with other 
stakeholders toward that goal. 
The board is awaiting a recom-
mendation from two group 
councils.

"The concern our member-
ship has is worry about people 
extrapolating their own dosag-
es, looking to medicate their 
pets outside the realm of the 
medical professional," Board 
Chairman Michael Whitehair 
said in a telephone interview. 
"This is an important reason 
for us to continue the re-
search."

Utah Sen. Orrin Hatch, a 

conservative Republican, be-
came an unlikely champion of  
this push when he introduced a 
bill in September that would 
open the path for more clinical 
research. While Hatch said he 
opposes recreational marijua-
na use, he wants marijuana-
based drugs, regulated by the 
FDA, produced for people with 
disorders.

"We lack the science to sup-
port use of medical marijuana 
products like CBD oils, not be-
cause researchers are unwill-
ing to do the work, but because 
of bureaucratic red tape and 
over-regulation," Hatch said.

Dawn Boothe, of Auburn 
University's College of Veteri-
nary Medicine, is waiting for 
federal approval to begin a 

study of marijuana's effects on 
dogs with epilepsy. The classifi-
cation of marijuana products 
containing CBD as a Schedule 1 
drug, the same category as her-
oin and LSD, creates a "major, 
major, major, terrible road-
block" for researchers, Boothe 
said in a phone interview.

Researchers at the University 
of Pennsylvania School of Vet-
erinary Medicine were study-
ing CBDs' effects on dogs with 
osteoarthritis and pruritis, or 
itchiness, until the DEA re-
leased its policy statement.

"The ambiguity in this pro-
cess has really brought us to a 
screeching halt," said Michael 
DiGregorio, director of the uni-
versity's clinical trials center. 
"It is research that needs to be 

done, because there are a lot of  
CBD products out there."

When it clarified that mari-
juana CBD extracts are Sched-
ule 1 drugs, the DEA said it was 
assigning a code number to 
those substances to better track 
them and to comply with inter-
national drug control treaties.

DiGregorio complained that 
researchers seeking federal ap-
proval to study CBD products 
are told to provide certain data, 
but that data isn't normally 
available until the study is 
done.

"If you don't have the data, 
you can't get the registration to 
do the work," he said.

On a recent morning, Maas 
took a break from seeing four-
legged patients in the Bend Vet-
erinary Clinic. A stethoscope 
dangling from his neck over 
green scrubs, Maas said his cli-
ents have reported CBDs help 

relieve pain, arthritis, anxiety, 
loss of appetite, epilepsy and 
inflammation in their pets.

"Unfortunately there's not a 
lot of research out there, espe-
cially on animals, on CBD 
compounds," Maas said. "The 
research is really necessary to 
help us understand how to ac-
tually use these compounds on 
our pets."

Veterinarian Janet Ladyga 
of the Blue Sky Veterinary 
Clinic, also in Bend, said she 
doesn't recommend marijuana 
products because of the un-
knowns.

"We don't have a lot of evi-
dence right now, so we don't 
know the toxicity or the safety 
profile ... and we don't have 
any good evidence to show ei-
ther if  it's safe or efficacious," 
she said.

The study at Colorado State 
University aims to provide 
some data. The roughly two 
dozen dogs in the arthritis 
study and the 30 in the epilepsy 
tests are given either CBD oil 
or a placebo. For the arthritis 
study, activity monitors are at-
tached to the animals' collars, 
to determine if they're more 
mobile when they're taking 
CBD.

Principal investigator Steph-
anie McGrath said she hopes 
the results will be a stepping 
stone for longer and more di-
verse studies, and that they 
provide useful information for 
human medicine.

"Every medication we're tak-
ing has been given to a dog 
first," the University of Penn-
sylvania's DiGregorio noted.

Meanwhile, Boothe said she 
had everything ready to start 
her study in January, and was 
waiting for a green light from 
federal officials.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

A bottle of CBD oil sits on a counter after Luke Byerly administered a 
dose of the liquid to his 14-year-old beagle, Robbie, during a break at 
Byerly’s job as a technician at a veterinary clinic in east Denver.

Veterinarians seek permission to research pot meds for pets
BY ANDREW SELSKY
The Associated Press

‘We lack the science 

to support use of 

medical marijuana 

products like CBD 

oils, not because 

researchers are 

unwilling to do the 

work, but because of 

bureaucratic red tape 

and over-regulation.’

UTAH SEN. ORRIN HATCH

EXCEPTIONAL
EXCITING

EXPERIENCED

2500 Lin-Do Court
Sumter, SC 29150

803-469-4490

Pet
Friendly

Life is full of choices, but choosing the right senior
living community should be EASY!

EXCEPTIONAL – All Day Dining Featuring 
Regional Cuisine and Signature Recipes 

EXCITING - Award-winning Lifestyle360 
Wellness and Activity Programs

EXPERIENCED - A dedicated team of seasoned
professionals available to assist anytime

www.MorningsideOfSumter.com
ASSISTED LIVING • RESPITE CARE

©2017 Five Star Senior Living

Announcing Bishopville’s Newest Shop

Showcasing 
The Charleston Silver Lady’s 

Jewelry, Silver & China 
with other fine glassware & collectibles

208 N. Main Street 
Bishopville

Monday – Saturday 
10 until 5 

803-483-4022
Make this Christmas Special 

with a gift from The Silver Pearl

The Silver Pearl

•

•

•

•

NAME: ____________________________________________________________ AGE:  __________________

ADDRESS:  ________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

PHONE: __________________________________________________________________________________ PO Box 1677
Sumter, SC 29151

Mail to:

To enter, just color the picture and submit it, along with the entry form, to the newspaper no later than 12:00 Noon, Monday, December 18, 2017. A panel of judges will choose one winner 
from each age group. Ages 5-7, 8-10 and 11-12. Winners will be contacted by phone and announced in the newspaper on Friday, December 22, 2017. Each winner will receive a prize. No 
Photocopies Accepted Please.

Christmas Coloring Contest

Deadline: December 18, 2017
Publish: December 22, 2017

Cash in a FLASH!

Lafayette Gold 
and Silver Exchange

Inside Vestco Properties

We Buy: Gold & Silver Jewelry, Silver Coins 
& Collections, Sterling/.925, Diamonds, 

Pocket Watches, Antiques & Estates

InInsisidede VVesestctco o PrPropopppppppppererrrtitiesesess
480 E. Liberty St. Sumter, SC 29150

(inside Coca-Cola Building)
Mon. - Fri. 8:30 - 5:30 PM • Sat: 8 - 2 PM

803-773-8022
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MILO FROM PAGE A1

10 years and said Milo is revolution-
ary in the kids’ developmental pro-
cess. Complete with 32 muscles in his 
face to model human facial expres-
sions, Milo speaks at 82 percent of  the 
speed of  normal human speech and 
engages students with perfect eye con-
tact and a predictable tone of  voice in 
the learning process.

He models conversational greetings 
to adults and fellow children, how to 
act as a guest at a birthday party and 
other social interactions. Students 
practice the behaviors in working with 
Milo, and if  they get it wrong, Milo 
will continue to present the topic in 
the same way, every time, with no 
change in his interaction.

“His reactions are very predictable 
and non-judgemental,” Jeffcoat said. 
“For a humanoid, Milo has compas-
sion built into him, if  that’s possi-
ble.”

Also with built-in camera sensors to 
detect changes in student behavior, 
Milo can discern when a student is 
getting emotionally upset and needs to 
calm down. He can model for them 
how to take a deep breath, count to 10 
and even squeeze a stress ball.

Jeffcoat said in just more than a 
month, she has already seen progress 

in the students’ social communication 
and behaviors.

Jeffcoat noted that, with Milo’s as-
sistance, some students can calm 
down now in five minutes, versus 30 to 
40 minutes before.

Milo has been functioning and 

working with children at Kingsbury 
since mid-October. A total of  15 stu-
dents with autism are in the pilot 
study at the school and will have spe-
cific performance data tracked by the 
robot throughout the year. Each stu-
dent in the study has two 30-minute 

sessions per week with Milo. A teach-
er always sits behind the student and 
observes as a facilitator, according to 
Jeffcoat.

About 60 students have autism at 
Kingsbury, and all are getting at least 
some interaction with Milo, she said. 

If  students with autism can enhance 
their social, communication and be-
havioral skills, they can potentially 
transition into a mainstream class-
room, Jeffcoat said. 

Jeffcoat said it also helps that Milo 
is a “cool robot” because all youth are 
so involved with technology these 
days. Previous tools to aid students 
with autism were fairly outdated, in-
cluding kits and puppets and other 
materials, she said.

“He’s a ground-breaker,” Jeffcoat 
said. “We haven’t had anything like 
this before. This is the first curricu-
lum where we are simply facilitating, 
and the child and the robot are where 
the meat of  it happens.”

Last week, Kingsbury fourth-grader 
Devon Lester, 9, went through a learn-
ing exercise with Milo in front of  the 
district’s board of  trustees. 

His mother, Connie Lester, said she 
has been pleased with Devon’s prog-
ress since meeting Milo.

“I do see a difference with Devon,” 
Lester said. “He’s more engaged in 
conversation now than he was before.”

MICAH GREEN / THE SUMTER ITEM

Devon Lester, 9, interacts with Milo in an isolation room at Kingsbury Elementary 
School.

economic development, he 
said. 

Edens said he would also 
like to make more opportuni-

ties to make Sumter a better 
place to live and raise a fami-
ly. The county has already 
started to see this happen 
with the progress of  its tax 
base, he said.

And many of  the indus-
tries that came to Sumter 
years ago will soon be added 

to the tax base once their 
fee-in-lieu-tax agreements 
expire, he said. 

While he focuses on his 
constituents’ interests, 
Edens said he also makes de-
cisions based on the entire 
county. 

Edens serves on the South 

Carolina Association of  
Counties Board of  Trustees 
and is chairman of  the orga-
nization’s Land Use, Natural 
Resources and Transporta-
tion Committee.

Those two positions give 
Sumter County the opportu-
nity to have more input in 

statewide issues, Edens said.
Sumter County District 2 

Councilman Artie Baker also 
announced that he is run-
ning for re-election in 2018 
during the local GOP meet-
ing but could not be reached 
for comment as of  press 
time.

EDENS 
FROM PAGE A1

should water the tree every day 
because a dry tree can catch fire 
if  the lights are too hot, Rose 
said. 

Also, stay away from those 
cheap brown extension cords, 
he said. 

Spend the few extra dollars 
to purchase extension cords 
with three prongs because that 
third prong will help prevent 
the cord from shorting and 
catching fire, he said. 

Another potential hazard 
this time of  year is candles, 
Rose said. 

There is nothing wrong with 
using a candle, but it must go 
to bed whenever you do, he 
said, and do not leave a candle 
burning when you leave a 
room.

Christmas tree lights and 
fireplaces should also be 
turned off  or put out before 
going to bed, Rose said.

Cooking — especially for the 
holidays — is another frequent 
cause of  house fires. 

Sometimes people do not stay 

in the kitchen, or even in the 
house, when they are cooking, 
Rose said. 

Some people think they can 
turn the stove or oven down 
low and go shopping, but that’s 
not OK, he said. If  you cook, 
stay in the kitchen with the 
food, he said. 

If  you are frying a turkey, 
make sure to set up the fryer 
outside, away from your house, 
Rose said. And make sure the 

turkey is thawed before frying 
it because a frozen turkey can 
burst out of  the fryer and pos-
sibly cause a fire, he said. 

The explosion itself  can 
cause injuries, but the grease 
fire could also be difficult to 
put out, he said. 

If  there is an issue with 
power lines later this winter, be 
sure to set up generators out-
side and away from windows, 
Rose said. 

Carbon monoxide — often 
called “the silent killer” — is 
deadly if  the colorless and 
odorless gas flows into a resi-
dence or room without any 
ventilation, he said. The No. 1 
sign of  carbon monoxide poi-
son is a bad headache, he said.

Do not use generators in the 
house or in the garage, and be 
careful when using gas heaters 
and electric fireplaces, he said. 
If  the fan in the fireplace stops 
working, carbon monoxide 
will flow into the house, he 
said. 

There have been six fire 
deaths in Sumter County this 
year, and at least one person 
died after using a generator in-
doors, Rose said. The fire de-
partment’s goal is to have zero 
deaths each year — hopefully 
that will happen next year, he 
said. 

“Remember, smoke alarms 
do save lives,” Rose said. 

Visit any Sumter fire station 
to register to have smoke 
alarms installed in your home 
at no cost to you, he said. Take 
advantage of  the resources 
available, he said. 

HOLIDAY FIRES 
BY THE NUMBERS

 
905 

people die in winter home fires each year

$2.1 billion 
in property loss caused during 

winter home fires

67 
percent of winter fires occur in 

one- and two-family homes

5-8 p.m. 
is the most common time 

for winter home fires

1 of 32 
home Christmas tree fires results 

in a death

1 of 143 
total reported home fires

1 of 4 
Christmas tree fires is caused by a heat 

source placed too close to the tree

Source: U.S. Fire Administration

CHRISTMAS TREE MAINTENANCE AND SAFETY

• Pre-cut trees need at least 1 inch cut from the base after purchase to create a 
fresh cut that will allow the tree to take in water.

• Fresh-cut trees should be placed in water within an hour of being cut.

• Have a stand large enough to hold at least a gallon of water, and check the 
water level every 24 hours.

• Additives such as sugar, soda or baking soda do not enhance the life of a tree.

• After buying a tree, take steps to make it as clean as possible before bringing it 
into your house. Many farms offer a vibrating mechanism to remove dead 
needles — too many dead needles is a bad sign.

• Make sure to keep the tree away from heat sources such as ducts, fireplaces and 
wood stoves.

• Families that purchase live Christmas trees should look for information about 
city of Sumter’s Grinding of the Greens after the holidays.

Source: Clemson Extension

FIRES FROM PAGE A1

Po Boy’s
Rex Prescott

Tommy Thompson

FIREWOOD
DELIVERY

OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE
LICENSED & INSURED

PO BOY’S TREE SERVICEPO BOY’S TREE SERVICE
FREE ESTIMATES

469-7606 or 499-4413

TREE CARE
• TRIMMING
• TREE REMOVAL
• STUMP REMOVAL

TREE REMOVAL
• TOPPING
• SPRAYING
• PRUNING
• FERTILIZING
• BUSH HOGGING
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THANKS TO EVERYONE FOR 
MAKING TOUR AND TEA A SUCCESS

A “Very Southern” thank you to the 
homeowners, sponsors and patrons for 
making “A Very Southern Christmas” 
Holiday House Tour and Tea a huge 
success this year! The Council of  Gar-
den Clubs of  Sumter is so proud of our 
68 sponsors and hundreds of  additional 
guests on the day of  the Tour to make 
this year’s Tour one of  our very best!

A feat like this does not happen 
without the work of  many hands and 
hearts … The Council of  Garden 
Clubs of  Sumter (Azalea Garden 
Club, Bland Garden Club and Poin-
sett Garden Club) would like to recog-
nize some of  the many groups and in-
dividuals who helped us … The home-
owners: Connie and WT Brogdon, 
Kristi and Billy Downer, Will 
Brunson, Brunson Law Firm, Car-
mella Bryan and Michael Duffy, and 
David Deprill. The City of  Sumter, 
the Swan Lake Visitor Center and the 
Sumter Police Department helped us 
tremendously. If  you ended the day 
driving through the Fantasy of  Lights 
at Swan Lake Gardens, then you ex-
perienced the “gets better every year” 
gift that the City of  Sumter gives ev-
eryone at Christmas! We had a very 
special treat at the homes this year 
with live music: At the Scarborough 
House, we had the Crestwood High 
School Chorus, the Furman Middle 
School Chorus and the Willow Drive 
4th and 5th Grade Chorus. The De-
prill house featured Tristan Pack on 
piano along with Cierra Stewart as 
the vocalist. The Bryan/Duffy home 
had Linda Beck on piano while the 
Downer home had Heidi Wilson along 
with family members and students 

playing violin. We owe a special 
thanks to Bunny Russell, Melissa 
McLaughlin, Linda Howle and Joyce 
Blanding for your unselfish and fabu-
lous help!

To our many sponsors (68, the most 
ever!) ...We hope this was an experi-
ence that you would love to participate 
in again and you would encourage 
others to do so too. We really appreci-
ate you! 

Merry Christmas Sumter … and 
have a safe and happy New Year!

JULIE JAMESON
Poinsett Garden Club and Holiday 

House Committee Chair

REMEMBERING SCOTT RUMPH’S 
KINDNESS, GENEROSITY

One Saturday evening many years 
ago, I attended a party at Sunset 
Country Club. Scott Rumph was look-
ing for my husband, Lea Givens. I told 
him that Lea was in Atlanta for a med-
ical meeting and that I planned to fly 
from Columbia on American Airlines 
the next morning to join him. 

It just so happened that Scott and 
his wife, Dot, were flying his plane to 
Atlanta the next day, and he insisted 
that I go with them. They were long-
time friends (a physician / patient re-
lationship as well as social friends). I 
had no doubt that Scott was an ex-
tremely accomplished pilot. So, I ac-
cepted his very special invitation, and 
they came by for me early Sunday 
morning.

What an unforgettable experience 
this trip proved to be! Scott actually 
allowed me to pilot the plane for most 
of  the way there — well, except for the 
landing! Novice that I was, I wondered 
about having an amateur at the con-

trols. Dot was surely aghast. Scott 
kept a car at the Atlanta Airport, and 
upon our arrival, they most graciously 
took me to my hotel. There is abso-
lutely no way that American Airlines 
could compare with the Rumphs!

Following this trip, every time I saw 
Scott he asked me if  I was ready to fly 
to Atlanta again. My reply was always 
“I’ll go home right now and pack!”

More years passed by, and the time 
came when Dr. Givens needed medical 
care in Baltimore at Johns Hopkins. 
Scott was so thoughtful and generous 
to again offer his plane and pilot for a 
trip to Baltimore. Our family was 
grateful beyond words for his kind-
ness and concern for us all during this 
most difficult time. “In sickness and in 
health,” he was there for us. No one 
could have asked for a better or more 
faithful friend.

MARY GLENN GIVENS
Sumter

THANK YOU TO COMMUNITY 
FOR HELP WITH ANNUAL PROJECT

Thanks Community Cookie Bakers! 
The 25th “Shower Shaw with Cookies” 
exceeded all expectations and estab-
lished a new record for this annual 
project. 5,131 cookies, accompanied by 
4,750 cards and letters, were delivered 
to the Swan Lake Visitor Center on 
Wednesday — topping the previous re-
cord of  4,270 dozen in 2009.

Schools, churches, clubs/organiza-
tions and individuals have always 
been strong supporters. This year a 
business, Earl Wilson’s Orr Company 
(KFC and Arby’s in Sumter and Flor-
ence), adopted this as their Christmas 
project. This business baked 531 dozen 
cookies for the troops. Many thanks to 
this new leader in our project.

Sumter School District has 100 per-

cent participation. Schools of  this dis-
trict provided nearly half  the total col-
lected. Leading schools were: Lake-
wood High (248 dozen), Sumter High 
School (184 dozen), Mayewood Middle 
(173 dozen), Shaw Heights Elementary 
(147 dozen), Pocalla Springs (109 
dozen) and Crosswell Elementary (100 
dozen). Remaining schools each pro-
vided 50 - 99 dozen. Thanks to each of  
these schools and their strong leader-
ship.

Leaders in the churches baking 
cookies for the troops were: Bethany 
Baptist (459 dozen), Shiloh UMC (272 
dozen), First Presbyterian Church 
(120 dozen), Goodwill Presbyterian 
(87 dozen) and Westminister Presby-
terian (71 dozen). We are grateful 
for the participation of  our church-
es and for the individuals, clubs and 
organizations who added to the 
total.

Special thanks to Lakewood National 
Honor Society Members, Sydney Gon-
zales, Rachell Harglerade, Madison 
Kelly, Hannah Partin, Angela Gyison, 
Emily McDonald, Kelsea Baker, Ka-
leigh Geddings, Logan Singleton and 
Advisors Michelle Robinson and Lisa 
Sanderson for their outstanding assis-
tance receiving and unloading cookies 
and also helping Shaw Chairwoman 
Harlena Banks and her group with 
packing and loading the Shaw truck.

Once again during another Christ-
mas season, this community tradition 
involving so many of  all ages has pro-
vided an opportunity to remind Shaw 
of  our appreciation and support.

Many thanks again for making our 
25th “Shower Shaw with Cookies” so 
very special! Have a wonderful Christ-
mas!

JoANNE MORRIS
Director, Sumter Volunteers

The meaningful 
life and legacy 
of Ernest Finney

We mere mortals 
will never com-
prehend the dis-
cipline, courage, 

patience and sheer intellect it 
took to be Ernest Finney Jr. 

Men like him come along 
once in a generation, if  
we’re lucky, and there’s 
probably no one in America 
who fully compares to him 
as a civil rights leader, a ju-
rist and as a black Southern 
man just trying to navigate 
the world.

The abundant, remarkable 
stories and accolades are ev-
erywhere this week, includ-
ing a long, powerful tribute 
in The New York Times about 
the “Friendship 9,” found 
here: http://nyti.
ms/2BNmOKO.

There was also a strong edi-
torial tribute to him in The 
Charleston Post and Courier, 
found here: http://bit.
ly/2yOHVgY.

For me, growing up in Sum-
ter knowing and actually talk-
ing to a man like Ernest 
Finney Jr. was something I 
never took for granted. It was 
always a thrill to see him, and 
it’s only as I’ve gotten older 
that I can truly appreciate the 
magnitude of  his life’s work 
and his lasting impact on 
Sumter, on the state of  South 
Carolina and on this entire 
country. 

He was a giant, and he was 
always on the front lines as a 
national leader dealing with 
the complex racial issues our 
country is still trying to make 
sense of  today.

I came across the follow-
ing “Letter to the Editor” 
while doing research in 2011 

for a panel discussion I host-
ed called “Sumter and the 
Civil Rights Movement,” 
which was part of  the South 
Carolina Humanities Festi-
val that year. The program 
included Chief  Justice 
Finney, Bishop F.C. James, 
Hubert D. Osteen Jr., Dr. 
Charles “Pap” Propst, Col-
leen Yates, Julia Wells and 
moderator Jack Bass.

Among other issues, the 
panel members shed light on 
how Sumter somehow avoided 
much of  the violence that 
plagued so many cities across 
America, and it was abun-
dantly clear that Judge 
Finney was a big reason for 
that because of  his strong re-
lationships with both black 
and white leaders in Sumter. 
In the midst of  society’s tur-
moil and animosity, he was al-
ways a guiding force for rea-
son and for the good of  all 
people.

This is what he wrote 53 
years ago in his hometown 
newspaper at the height of  the 
Civil Rights Movement:

As an individual I wish to per-
sonally commend the Sumter 
Daily Item for its editorial enti-
tled, “Commendable Action,” 
which appeared in The Item of 
Tuesday, July 7, 1964. I believe 
this editorial will go far to help 
make the period of transition 
now occurring in our community 
more palatable to all parties con-
cerned.

I hope that The Item will con-
tinue to assert its influence for 
the good and progress of this 
county and city. It is my firm con-
viction that if all of the leaders of 
Sumter would take a forthright 
stand for law, order and human 
dignity, our community would 
enjoy a period of progress unpar-

alleled in its history.
All the Negro citizens of Sum-

ter seek is their full rights as citi-
zens and taxpayers in employ-
ment, education, housing and 
public accommodations. In other 
words, we desire to live as free 

and full citizens of our city, coun-
ty and state.

We are aware that the oppor-
tunities now available do not 
constitute a one-way street and 
we stand ready to shoulder the 
responsibilities of full citizens.

Graham Osteen is Editor-At-
Large of  The Sumter Item. 
He can be reached at gra-
ham@theitem.com. Follow 
him on Twitter @GrahamO-
steen, or visit www.grahamo-
steen.com.

BY GRAHAM OSTEEN
Editor-At-Large, The Sumter Item

PHOTO PROVIDED

South Carolina Supreme Court Chief Justice Ernest A. Finney Jr. — March 23, 1931– December 3, 2017
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TODAY

Plenty of sunshine, 

but chilly

48°

THURSDAY

Mostly sunny

54° / 35°

SSW 8-16 mph

Chance of rain: 10%

WEDNESDAY

Cooler with plenty 

of sunshine

46° / 29°

WNW 6-12 mph

Chance of rain: 0%

TUESDAY

Mostly sunny

57° / 26°

W 7-14 mph

Chance of rain: 5%

MONDAY

Warmer with plenty 

of sunshine

58° / 38°

SW 4-8 mph

Chance of rain: 5%

TONIGHT

Clear and cold

27°

WSW 3-6 mph

Chance of rain: 0%

W 6-12 mph

Chance of rain: 0%

High   39°
Low   36°
Normal high   58°
Normal low   35°
Record high   83° in 1998
Record low   16° in 2006

24 hrs ending 2 p.m. yest.   1.28"
Month to date   2.62"
Normal month to date   0.91"
Year to date   36.14"
Last year to date   46.56"
Normal year to date   44.51"

SUMTER THROUGH 2 P.M. YESTERDAY

Murray 360 354.71 +0.15
Marion 76.8 74.23 +0.06
Moultrie 75.5 74.07 none
Wateree 100 96.32 +0.18

Black River 12 5.03 +0.77
Congaree River 19 2.10 +0.63
Lynches River 14 4.04 +0.64
Saluda River 14 4.57 -0.21
Up. Santee River 80 75.61 +0.29
Wateree River 24 5.68 +0.91

Sunrise 7:16 a.m. Sunset  5:13 p.m.
Moonrise 12:01 a.m. Moonset 1:00 p.m.

Last New

Dec. 10 Dec. 18

First Full

Dec. 26 Jan. 1

Today 2:31 a.m. 2.9 9:10 a.m. 0.2
 2:48 p.m. 3.1 9:48 p.m. 0.1
Mon. 3:33 a.m. 3.0 10:14 a.m. 0.3
 3:45 p.m. 3.0 10:44 p.m. 0.1

Asheville 41/20/s 50/32/s
Athens 46/29/s 55/35/s
Augusta 50/28/s 59/37/s
Beaufort 51/34/s 60/41/s
Cape Hatteras 48/38/s 54/47/s
Charleston 50/31/s 59/40/s
Charlotte 45/24/s 52/33/s
Clemson 45/29/s 53/36/s
Columbia 50/29/s 59/40/s
Darlington 48/25/s 53/37/s
Elizabeth City 45/31/s 51/37/s
Elizabethtown 47/28/s 53/38/s
Fayetteville 48/27/s 54/38/s

Florence 49/27/s 56/39/s
Gainesville 55/26/s 62/38/s
Gastonia 45/24/s 51/33/s
Goldsboro 47/27/s 54/37/s
Goose Creek 49/30/s 56/40/s
Greensboro 40/22/s 46/34/s
Greenville 44/25/s 51/33/s
Hickory 41/23/s 47/33/s
Hilton Head 51/36/s 58/44/s
Jacksonville, FL 55/30/s 62/42/s
La Grange 47/28/s 56/36/s
Macon 50/26/s 59/36/s
Marietta 44/27/s 53/34/s

Marion 42/21/s 49/30/s
Mt. Pleasant 50/34/s 57/43/s
Myrtle Beach 49/32/s 55/42/s
Orangeburg 48/28/s 55/39/s
Port Royal 50/34/s 57/42/s
Raleigh 42/22/s 50/32/s
Rock Hill 45/23/s 52/33/s
Rockingham 46/24/s 53/33/s
Savannah 51/31/s 61/40/s
Spartanburg 43/25/s 50/33/s
Summerville 48/29/s 55/39/s
Wilmington 50/30/s 56/41/s
Winston-Salem 41/23/s 46/34/s

 Today Mon.  Today Mon.  Today Mon.

Atlanta 44/32/s 54/36/s
Chicago 36/24/pc 39/17/sn
Dallas 72/37/s 76/40/s
Detroit 34/22/pc 34/21/sn
Houston 62/38/s 69/43/s
Los Angeles 83/55/pc 80/49/s
New Orleans 57/38/s 66/47/s
New York 40/32/pc 38/36/s
Orlando 58/35/s 62/42/s
Philadelphia 42/29/s 43/35/pc
Phoenix 79/52/s 74/47/pc
San Francisco 65/47/s 65/46/s
Wash., DC 43/29/s 45/36/pc

 Today Mon.

IN THE MOUNTAINS

Today: Plenty of sunshine, but chilly. Winds 
southwest 4-8 mph.
Monday: Sunshine. Winds southwest 4-8 
mph.

ON THE COAST

Today: Plenty of sunshine, but chilly. High 
47 to 51.
Monday: Plenty of sunshine. High 55 to 60.

43/25
44/25

43/22

50/29

48/25
49/27

49/32

48/27

49/29

50/31

46/27
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Are you a Purple Heart recipient or 
know someone who is?

PUBLIC AGENDA

E-LAST-IC TRIOS: A 
rather “stretchy” 
use of the term
By S.N.

ACROSS
1 Change places 

with one’s 
wrestling part-
ner

6 Kind of cracker
13 Oldies singing 

style
19 Fictional sleuth 

Lupin
20 Hedonistic fel-

low
21 Take some air
22 Scenic Chicago 

thoroughfare
24 Sartre play
25 Game cube
26 Nine-Emmy 

winner Fey
27 Part of UCLA
28 “See ya!”
30 Actress Camp-

bell
31 Timetable 

data: Abbr.
33 Feels the pres-

ence of
35 Important peri-

od
36 Law partner
37 Worst possible 

turnout

39 Important peri-
od

40 Odd occur-
rence

42 Home Depot 
competitor

46 Dickensian 
oath

49 Perfumery 
compounds

50 __ the sky (il-
lusory pros-
pect)

51 What to call a 
yawl

52 A bit
53 Seacrest of TV
55 Austrian Alpine 

region
57 Into pieces
59 Pretense
62 Novelist Deigh-

ton
64 Out-of-focus 

image
66 What wraps 

some candies
67 Gooey dessert
74 Carved gem
75 Soup flavoring
76 Warren Buffett 

title
77 “Don we now 

our __ appar-
el”

78 Busts, as a 

blockage
81 Made 
fun of

84 Red Muppet
87 MD’s directive
88 Hockey official
90 Parcel out
92 Less leisurely
96 MD clock set-

ting
97 Glove compart-

ment device
100 Commercial 

music
101 Literary prep-

osition
102 “Don’t need 

an explana-
tion”

103 Needing train-
ing

106 Quarterback 
Manning

107 Region south 
of Croatia

110 Prefix for 
virus

111 Needing an 
explanation

112 Skippy com-
petitor

113 Lobe locale
114 Culmination
116 Be wrong
117 Kidman or 

Crowe
119 Minor mis-

statement

123 Takes the 
wheel

124 Penn State 
campus city

125 Saturates
126 Certain jazz 

ensemble
127 Place for 128 

Across
128 Some high-

ranking com-
petitors

DOWN
1 People like 40 

Down
2 Sought a date 

with
3 “Do tell!”
4 Tech sch.
5 Retro soft drinks
6 Emerged sud-

denly
7 Tankard filler
8 Stew server
9 People needing 

training
10 Hieroglyphics 

bird
11 Autumn mo.
12 What some-

thing surpris-
ing might raise

13 Sit down for a 
banquet

14 Proprietor of 
imaginepeace.
com

15 Short-story 
pen name

16 Prepped, as 
skis

17 Antipasto mor-
sel

18 Pop artist Max
19 Pasta prefer-

ence
23 300+ pound 

NBA great
29 Big name in 

motorcycles 
and pianos

32 Displeased ex-
pression

34 Movie trailer 
exhortation

35 Wrap up
36 Chilean cheer
38 All possible, in 

songs
40 Revolutionary 

War turncoat
41 Trojan War in-

stigator
43 Big __ out-

doors

44 “Wait just one 
minute!”

45 Contents of a 
carpenter’s 
level

46 Foretelling
47 Page 1 name, 

July 1937
48 A Bell for 

Adano author
52 Chilly powder
54 Large US union
56 Galoot
58 Sci-fi staple
59 Point a finger 

at
60 Monastery 

music
61 Garfield, e.g.
63 Indefinite de-

gree
65 DVR button
68 NBAer, in head-

lines
69 Symbols for 

hugs
70 Hosp. printout
71 Monastery 

members

72 Garden visitor
73 Spouse of 

Pocahontas
79 Pleased ex-

pression
80 Composer 

Rachmaninoff
82 Half-rectangle 

shapes
83 Doctor’s pre-

scriptions
85 15 Down title 

characters
86 Japanese port 

city
89 Flopped
91 Decline to 

admit
93 Emulated 

moles
94 Self-serving ex-

ercises
95 Electrically up-

dates
97 Metal in solder
98 Centenarian 

architect
99 Clinton labor 

secretary

100 Frequent fliers
103 It might be 

one-way
104 It might be 

one-way
105 County bor-

dering London
107 Ulan __, Mon-

golia
108 First acrylic 

fiber
109 Off target
112 Make jokes
113 Caesarean re-

proach
115 Miniaturizing 

ending
118 Antagonistic 

feeling
120 UN workers’ 

org.
121 GPS reading
122 Essence of 

the puzzle’s 
theme

Gentleman thief/
sleuth ARSENE 
Lupin (19 
Across) was 

created by 
Conan Doyle 
contemporary 
Maurice Leb-
lanc. The com-
edy categories 
of the nine Pri-
metime 
Emmys re-
ceived by TINA 
Fey (26 Across) 
include pro-
ducing, writ-
ing, lead ac-
tress and 
guest actress. 
Benedict AR-
NOLD (40 
Down) is one 
of a very few 
people whose 
full names 
have generic 
dictionary 
meanings; oth-
ers include 
John Hancock 
and Beau 
Brummell.

ARIES (March 
21-April 19): 
You cannot 
buy love, 
gratitude or 

favors when it comes to dealing 
with friends and family. Honesty 
will be in your best interest. Turn 
your attention to your health and 
take more interest in your diet, 
nutrition and exercise regimen.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Hold off 
making a large purchase or 
investing in something risky. You 
may be eager to make a change, 
but before you do, look inward and 
consider what’s best in the long 
run. Don’t be fooled by a fast talker.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Emotions will come between you 
and common sense when dealing 
with children or your lover. Step 
back and quietly revisit all the facts 
involved before making any 
decisions. Call your own shots and 
reveal the truth.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Look 
inward and consider what you have 
been through and what you face. 
Personal growth will help you find 
the right path. Trust in your abilities 
and let your intuition lead the way. 
Changes at home will result in 
greater peace of mind.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You’ll be 
confused by what others tell you. 
Take your time and do your own 
research before you take action. 
Stick to what works best for you. 
Sometimes letting go is the best 
way to move forward.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): You 
won’t be thinking straight when it 
comes to personal matters, 
important relationships or family 
affairs. Take time out to do 
something that will help you 
rethink your choices and your 
ultimate objective.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Delays or 
problems while traveling are best 
avoided. Stick close to home and 
refuse to let anyone turn a tiny 
incident into a major catastrophe. 
Focus on self-improvement, inner 
growth and physical health. Don’t 
give in to emotional blackmail.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Don’t 
spend money you don’t have. 
Emotional matters will escalate if 
you let someone from your past 
interfere in your life. You can bring 
about positive changes if you make 
a couple of adjustments. Consider a 
unique lifestyle change.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
Learn from past mistakes. Keep 
close tabs on what you need to 
know in order to avoid letting 
someone take advantage of you 
emotionally or financially. Showing 
strength and courage will help you 
avoid being manipulated.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Search for answers that will lead to 
a better future. Cut costs, lower 
your overhead and make 
adjustments that will encourage 
you to get back to basics. Make 
innovative choices that will 
separate you from the norm. Follow 
your heart.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): You’ll 
limit what you are able to 
accomplish if you let emotions take 
over. Overstepping your boundaries 
financially, emotionally or 
physically will incur a hefty cost. 
Look for better options and choose 
a moderate response.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): You’ll 
be tempted to make a fuss that 
could turn into an ongoing feud. 
Focus on what you can do for your 
community instead. Avoid internal 
discord by getting out of the house 
and far away from conflict.

The Purple Heart Chapter of 
Sumter is sponsoring a proj-
ect to have all Purple Heart 
medal recipients inducted 
into the National Purple 
Heart Hall of Honor locat-
ed in New York. An enroll-
ment application must be 
completed by the medal 

recipient or next of kin if 
the veteran is deceased. 
Proof of the award of the 
medal is required and, if 
possible, a photograph of 
the recipient. Call Willie 
Washington at (720) 203-
2112 for details and assis-
tance.
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THE NEWSDAY CROSSWORD

The last word 
in astrology

EUGENIA LAST

CLARENDON COUNTY COUNCIL
Monday, 6 p.m., Administration 
Building, Council Chambers, 411 
Sunset Drive, Manning

LEE COUNTY COUNCIL
Tuesday, 9 a.m., council chambers

SUMTER HUMAN RESOURCE 
MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION
Tuesday, noon, Sunset Country 
Club

SUMTER COUNTY LIBRARY 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Tuesday, 5 p.m., library

LYNCHBURG TOWN COUNCIL
Tuesday, 6 p.m., Teen Center on 
Magnolia Street, Lynchburg

SUMTER COUNTY COUNCIL
Tuesday, 6 p.m., Sumter County 
Council Chambers

SUMMERTON TOWN COUNCIL
Tuesday, 6 p.m., town hall

PINEWOOD TOWN COUNCIL
Tuesday, 6:30 p.m., town hall

TURBEVILLE TOWN COUNCIL
Tuesday, 6:30 p.m., town hall

MAYESVILLE TOWN COUNCIL
Tuesday, 7 p.m., town hall

SUMTER COUNTY VOTER 
REGISTRATION / ELECTION 
COMMISSION
Thursday, Dec. 14, 5:30 p.m., 
registration / election office, 141 
N. Main St.

CLARENDON SCHOOL DISTRICT 3
Thursday, Dec. 14, 7 p.m., district 
office, Turbeville
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PREP BASKETBALL

Barons sweep Thomas Sumter

Thomas Sumter Academy varsity 
girls basketball head coach B.J. 
Reed thought Friday’s matchup 
with Wilson Hall would be a good 
measuring stick for both teams to 
see where they stand early in the 
season.

Turns out the rivals, with only one 
loss between them, were almost 
even; but the Generals came out on 
the short end, falling 39-36 to the 
Barons on Friday in the Baron Clas-
sic tournament at Wilson Hall’s 
Nash Student Center.

The loss dropped Thomas Sumter 
to 4-1 on the season, while Wilson 
Hall improved to 4-1. The Generals 
will face Orangeburg Prep today in 
the tournament, while Wilson Hall 
will face Hilton Head Christian.

The Barons’ Natalie Jackson, a re-
cent transfer student whose family 
moved to Sumter from Hawaii, led 
all scorers with 16 points. Liza 
Segars added 10 for the Barons.

Aubrey Stoddard led Thomas 
Sumter with 11 points, Sydney Dan-
iel had nine and Josie Reed added 
eight.

PREP BASKETBALL

Crestwood run 
lifts Knights past 
Sumter 43-38
BY EDDIE LITAKER
Special to The Sumter Item

Facing its first road test after com-
pleting a season-opening 3-1 homes-
tand, Sumter High School’s varsity 
girls basketball team seemed poised to 
exit The Castle with a win over Crest-
wood on Friday night as a Nina Edlow 
jumper gave the Lady Gamecocks a 
33-19 lead with 1:17 to go in the third 
quarter.

Unfortunately for the Lady Game-
cocks, their next basket would not 
come until an Edlow three with 2:36 
left in the game. In between those two 
Edlow baskets, the Lady Knights 
launched an epic 19-0 run that had 
turned the game completely around, 
giving Crestwood a 5-point lead that it 
would maintain at the end of  the game 
for a 43-38 win.

The long run was definitely a team 
effort as five players contributed 
points, with Destinee Jamison scoring 
seven of  her game-high 18, including 
her only three of  the night, and 
Jah’Che Whitfield hitting her only 
trey in an 8-point effort.

Lady Knights head 
coach Larry Crosby said 
the key to the rally might 
have been giving Jamison 
a rest to get her more fo-
cused.

“I took out Destinee 
and she said, ‘I’m ready, 
coach, I’m ready to go 
back in!,’ and I said no, 

you just sit tight,” said Crosby, whose 
team ran its record to 3-1 while aveng-
ing a 48-32 loss last Friday at Sumter. 
“We’ve got you, I want you to rest and 
pay attention to what’s going on. 
There was stuff  I wanted her to do 
that she wasn’t doing. She would push 
on offense, but on defense she was 
slacking and that was hurting us. So I 
made her sit for maybe about three 
minutes and I put her back in for 
maybe the last 45 seconds of  that third 
quarter. She saw that we were coming 
back without her, so I know she want-
ed to be a part of  that.”

USC BASKETBALL

CROSBY

SEE SUMTER, PAGE B4

Gravett 3-point play 
lifts South Carolina 
to 80-78 victory

COLUMBIA — For most of  Satur-
day’s game against Coastal Carolina, 
South Carolina point guard Hassani 
Gravett was in Gamecock coach Frank 
Martin’s doghouse.

Despite struggling on both ends of  
the court, Gravett stepped up with 6.5 
second remaining to make a 3-point 
play to give the Gamecocks an 80-78 
come-from-behind victory over Coast-
al Carolina.

The play allowed USC to earn a victo-
ry in a game it trailed throughout much 
of the second half. The Gamecocks sur-
vived Coastal Carolina getting two shots 
off as time ran out. The win, which im-
proved USC’s record to 8-2, was its third 
straight since returning home.

“Obviously we were fortunate to 
win that game, lucky to win that game 
actually,” Martin said. “It is what it is. 
I’m not worried about the score of  
games.I’ve got two, three, maybe four 
guys that have been pretty consistent 
with listening right now but, outside 
of  that we’ve got a lot of  room for im-
provement.”

Gravett has made just two of  eight 
shots prior to the winning play when 
he banked in a short jumper following 
a drive, then hit the accompanying 
free throw.

“I just had to do whatever coach 
wanted of  me,” Gravett said. “We 
came down. He called a play and we 
tried to execute it. I saw I had the open 
drive so I just drove the ball. (Martin) 
is going to get on you for making mis-
takes and he should. But you have to 
keep your head in there and be ready 
whenever you name is called.”

BY WILLIE T. SMITH III
The Associated Press

SEE USC, PAGE B4

PHOTOS BY TREVOR BAUKNIGHT / THE SUMTER ITEM

Wilson Hall’s Liza Segars dribbles along the baseline as Thomas Sumter’s Caetlyn Martin defends during the Barons’ 39-36 vic-
tory over the Generals on Friday in the Baron Classic tournament at Wilson Hall’s Nash Student Center.

Wilson Hall girls win 39-36; boys hold off Generals
BY TREVOR BAUKNIGHT
trevor@theitem.com

Wilson Hall’s Maddie Elmore looks to pass during the Barons’ 39-36 win over Thomas 
Sumter on Friday in the Baron Classic.SEE BARONS, PAGE B4

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Walk-on to Heisman: Oklahoma’s Mayfield 
wins college football’s top individual honor

NEW YORK — Oklahoma quar-
terback Baker Mayfield has won the 
Heisman Trophy, completing a 
climb from walk-on to one of  the 
most accomplished players in the 
history of  college football.

The brash, flag-planting Sooners 
star became the sixth Oklahoma 
player to the win Heisman in one of  
the most lopsided votes ever.

Stanford running back Bryce 

Love was the runner-up, making it 
five second-place finishes for the 
Cardinal since 2009. Louisville 
quarterback Lamar Jackson, last 
year’s Heisman winner, was third, 
the best finish by a returning win-
ner since Tim Tebow of  Florida in 
2008.

Mayfield received 732 first-place 
votes and 2,398 points. Love had 75 
first-place votes and 1,300 points 
and Jackson received 47 and 793. 
Mayfield received 86 percent of  the 
total points available, the third-

highest percentage in Heisman his-
tory.

Mayfield is the third player to win 
the Heisman heading to the College 
Football Playoff. The second-ranked 
Sooners meet No. 3 Georgia in the 
Rose Bowl on Jan. 1. He is the first 
senior to win the award since Troy 
Smith of  Ohio State in 2006 and the 
first Heisman winner to begin his 
career as a walk-on since athletic 
scholarships started in the 1950s.

BY RALPH D. RUSSO
The Associated Press

SEE HEISMAN, PAGE B4
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SCOREBOARD

TV, RADIO
TODAY
6:55 a.m. — International Soccer: English 
Premier League Match — Arsenal vs. 
Southampton (NBC SPORTS NETWORK).
7:20 a.m. — International Soccer: 
Bundesliga League Match — Freiburg vs. 
Cologne (FOX SPORTS 1).
9:10 a.m. — International Soccer: English 
Premier League Match — Everton vs. 
Liverpool (NBC SPORTS NETWORK).
9:30 a.m. — International Soccer: 
Bundesliga League Match — Hoffenheim 
vs. Hannover 96 (FOX SPORTS 1, 
UNIVISION).
11:25 a.m. — International Soccer: English 
Premier League Match — Manchester City 
vs. Manchester United (NBC SPORTS 
NETWORK).
11:50 a.m. — International Soccer: 
Bundesliga League Match — Augsburg vs. 
Hertha Berlin (FOX SPORTS 2).
Noon — Amateur Swimming: Winter 
National Championships from Columbus, 
Ohio (WIS 10).
Noon — College Basketball: Heritage 
Insurance Classic from Tampa, Fla. — 
Tulane vs. Florida State (ESPNU).
1 p.m. — NFL Football: Minnesota at 
Carolina (WLTX 19, WWFN-FM 100.1, WPUB-
FM 102.7).
1 p.m. — NFL Football: Dallas at New York 
Giants (WACH 57).
1 p.m. — College Soccer: NCAA College Cup 
Championship Match from Chester, Pa. 
(ESPN2).
1 p.m. — College Basketball: La Salle at 
Villanova (FOX SPORTS 1).
1 p.m. — Women’s College Basketball: 
Marshall at Florida (SEC NETWORK).
2 p.m. — PGA Golf: QBE Shootout Final 
Round from Naples, Fla. (WIS 10).
2 p.m. — College Basketball: Arizona State 
at Kansas (ESPN).
2 p.m. — Professional Golf: European PGA 
Tour Joburg Open Final Round from 
Johannesburg (GOLF).
3 p.m. — Women’s College Basketball: 
Texas at Tennessee (ESPN2).
3 p.m. — Women’s College Basketball: 
Southeastern Louisiana at Texas Christian 
(FOX SPORTS SOUTHEAST).
3 p.m. — College Basketball: South 
Alabama at Southern Illinois 
(Edwardsville) (FOX SPORTSOUTH).
4 p.m. — Figure Skating: ISU Grand Prix 
Final from Nagoya, Japan (WIS 10).
4 p.m. — NFL Football: Philadelphia at Los 
Angeles Rams (WACH 57).
5 p.m. — Women’s College Basketball: 
Montana at Fresno State (SPECTRUM 
1250).
7 p.m. — Women’s College Basketball: 
South Florida at Oklahoma (FOX SPORTS 
SOUTHEAST).
8:20 p.m. — NFL Football: Baltimore at 
Pittsburgh (WIS 10, WWFN-FM 100.1, 
WNKT-FM 107.5).

MONDAY
1 p.m. — College Football: Football 
Championship Subdivision Playoffs 
Quarterfinal Game — Kennesaw State at 
Sam Houston State (ESPNU).
6:05 p.m. — Talk Show: Sports Talk (WDXY-
FM 105.9, WDXY-AM 1240).
7 p.m. — College Basketball: Bryant at 
Louisville (ESPNU).
7 p.m. — College Basketball: Chicago State 
at Northwestern (FOX SPORTS 1).
8 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Charlotte at 
Oklahoma City (FOX SPORTS SOUTHEAST).
8 p.m. — NBA Basketball: New Orleans at 
Houston (NBA TV).
8:15 p.m. — NFL Football: New England at 
Miami (ESPN, WWFN-FM 100.1, WPUB-FM 
102.7).
9 p.m. — College Basketball: Alabama A&M 
at DePaul (FOX SPORTS 1).
10 p.m. — NHL Hockey: Carolina at 
Anaheim (FOX SPORTSOUTH).
10:30 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Toronto at Los 
Angeles Clippers (NBA TV).

NFL STANDINGS
By The Associated Press
All Times EST

AMERICAN CONFERENCE

East

 W L T Pct PF PA
New England 10 2 0 .833 348 223
Buffalo 6 6 0 .500 227 283
N.Y. Jets 5 7 0 .417 266 288
Miami 5 7 0 .417 209 298

South

 W L T Pct PF PA
Tennessee 8 4 0 .667 266 282
Jacksonville 8 4 0 .667 299 178
Houston 4 8 0 .333 296 309
Indianapolis 3 9 0 .250 205 330

North

 W L T Pct PF PA
Pittsburgh 10 2 0 .833 281 213
Baltimore 7 5 0 .583 280 207
Cincinnati 5 7 0 .417 219 238
Cleveland 0 12 0 .000 176 308

West

 W L T Pct PF PA
Kansas City 6 6 0 .500 303 274
L.A. Chargers 6 6 0 .500 268 212
Oakland 6 6 0 .500 249 278
Denver 3 9 0 .250 206 315

NATIONAL CONFERENCE

East

 W L T Pct PF PA
Philadelphia 10 2 0 .833 361 215
Dallas 6 6 0 .500 286 284
Washington 5 7 0 .417 272 314
N.Y. Giants 2 10 0 .167 189 291

South

 W L T Pct PF PA
New Orleans 9 4 0 .692 370 263
Carolina 8 4 0 .667 269 238
Atlanta 8 5 0 .615 294 261
Tampa Bay 4 8 0 .333 243 288

North

 W L T Pct PF PA
Minnesota 10 2 0 .833 285 204
Detroit 6 6 0 .500 314 308
Green Bay 6 6 0 .500 258 281
Chicago 3 9 0 .250 191 267

West

 W L T Pct PF PA
L.A. Rams 9 3 0 .750 361 222
Seattle 8 4 0 .667 290 222
Arizona 5 7 0 .417 219 310
San Francisco 2 10 0 .167 202 298

THURSDAY’S GAME
Atlanta 20, New Orleans 17

TODAY’S GAMES
Oakland at Kansas City, 1 p.m.
San Francisco at Houston, 1 p.m.
Minnesota at Carolina, 1 p.m.

Chicago at Cincinnati, 1 p.m.
Green Bay at Cleveland, 1 p.m.
Detroit at Tampa Bay, 1 p.m.
Indianapolis at Buffalo, 1 p.m.
Dallas at N.Y. Giants, 1 p.m.
Washington at L.A. Chargers, 4:05 p.m.
Tennessee at Arizona, 4:05 p.m.
N.Y. Jets at Denver, 4:05 p.m.
Seattle at Jacksonville, 4:25 p.m.
Philadelphia at L.A. Rams, 4:25 p.m.
Baltimore at Pittsburgh, 8:30 p.m.

MONDAY’S GAME
New England at Miami, 8:30 p.m.

THURSDAY, DEC. 14
Denver at Indianapolis, 8:25 p.m.

SATURDAY, DEC. 16
Chicago at Detroit, 4:30 p.m.
L.A. Chargers at Kansas City, 8:25 p.m.

SUNDAY, DEC. 17
Philadelphia at N.Y. Giants, 1 p.m.
Cincinnati at Minnesota, 1 p.m.
Houston at Jacksonville, 1 p.m.
Arizona at Washington, 1 p.m.
N.Y. Jets at New Orleans, 1 p.m.
Miami at Buffalo, 1 p.m.
Green Bay at Carolina, 1 p.m.
Baltimore at Cleveland, 1 p.m.
L.A. Rams at Seattle, 4:05 p.m.
New England at Pittsburgh, 4:25 p.m.
Tennessee at San Francisco, 4:25 p.m.
Dallas at Oakland, 8:30 p.m.

MONDAY, DEC. 18
Atlanta at Tampa Bay, 8:30 p.m.

NBA STANDINGS
By The Associated Press
All Times EST

EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
Boston 22 5 .815 —
Toronto 16 7 .696 4
Philadelphia 13 11 .542 7½
New York 12 12 .500 8½
Brooklyn 10 14 .417 10½

Southeast Division

 W L Pct GB
Washington 14 12 .538 —
Miami 11 13 .458 2
Orlando 11 16 .407 3½
Charlotte 9 15 .375 4
Atlanta 5 19 .208 8

Central Division

 W L Pct GB
Cleveland 18 8 .692 —
Milwaukee 14 10 .583 3
Indiana 15 11 .577 3
Detroit 14 11 .560 3½
Chicago 4 20 .167 13

WESTERN CONFERENCE

Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
Houston 19 4 .826 —
San Antonio 18 8 .692 2½
New Orleans 13 13 .500 7½
Memphis 8 17 .320 12
Dallas 7 19 .269 13½

Northwest Division

 W L Pct GB
Minnesota 15 11 .577 —
Denver 14 11 .560 ½
Portland 13 11 .542 1
Utah 13 13 .500 2
Oklahoma City 11 13 .458 3

Pacific Division

 W L Pct GB
Golden State 21 6 .778 —
L.A. Clippers 9 15 .375 10½
L.A. Lakers 9 15 .375 10½
Phoenix 9 18 .333 12
Sacramento 8 17 .320 12

FRIDAY’S GAMES
Chicago 119, Charlotte 111, OT
Denver 103, Orlando 89
Golden State 102, Detroit 98
Indiana 106, Cleveland 102
Milwaukee 109, Dallas 102
Sacramento 116, New Orleans 109, OT
Toronto 116, Memphis 107
San Antonio 105, Boston 102

SATURDAY’S GAMES
L.A. Clippers 113, Washington 112
Miami vs. Brooklyn at Mexico City, 6 p.m.
L.A. Lakers at Charlotte, 7 p.m.
Orlando at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
New York at Chicago, 8 p.m.
Philadelphia at Cleveland, 8 p.m.
Utah at Milwaukee, 8:30 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Memphis, 9 p.m.
San Antonio at Phoenix, 9 p.m.
Houston at Portland, 10 p.m.

TODAY’S GAMES
Toronto at Sacramento, 3:30 p.m.
Boston at Detroit, 4 p.m.
Denver at Indiana, 5 p.m.
Dallas at Minnesota, 7 p.m.
Philadelphia at New Orleans, 7 p.m.
Atlanta at New York, 7:30 p.m.

MONDAY’S GAMES
Boston at Chicago, 8 p.m.
Charlotte at Oklahoma City, 8 p.m.
Miami at Memphis, 8 p.m.
New Orleans at Houston, 8 p.m.
Portland at Golden State, 10:30 p.m.
Toronto at L.A. Clippers, 10:30 p.m.

TUESDAY’S GAMES
Atlanta at Cleveland, 7 p.m.
Denver at Detroit, 7 p.m.
L.A. Lakers at New York, 7 p.m.
Washington at Brooklyn, 7:30 p.m.
San Antonio at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
Philadelphia at Minnesota, 9:30 p.m.
Phoenix at Sacramento, 10 p.m.

NHL STANDINGS
By The Associated Press
All Times EST

EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Tampa Bay 28 20 6 2 42 106 71
Toronto 29 18 10 1 37 101 85
Boston 26 13 9 4 30 75 74
Montreal 30 13 13 4 30 83 93
Detroit 29 11 13 5 27 80 97
Florida 28 11 13 4 26 85 97
Ottawa 27 9 11 7 25 77 93
Buffalo 29 7 17 5 19 62 99

Metropolitan Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Columbus 29 18 10 1 37 85 73
Washington 30 18 11 1 37 94 88
New Jersey 28 16 8 4 36 87 86
N.Y. Islanders 28 16 9 3 35 104 96

Pittsburgh 30 16 11 3 35 90 98
N.Y. Rangers 28 15 11 2 32 93 85
Philadelphia 29 11 11 7 29 83 86
Carolina 27 11 10 6 28 76 85

WESTERN CONFERENCE

Central Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
St. Louis 30 20 8 2 42 101 76
Nashville 29 18 7 4 40 95 84
Winnipeg 29 17 8 4 38 99 82
Dallas 29 16 12 1 33 86 84
Minnesota 28 14 11 3 31 83 84
Chicago 29 13 11 5 31 87 81
Colorado 27 12 13 2 26 83 91

Pacific Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Los Angeles 30 19 8 3 41 94 66
Vegas 28 18 9 1 37 98 88
San Jose 27 15 10 2 32 71 65
Calgary 29 15 12 2 32 84 92
Vancouver 29 14 11 4 32 79 81
Anaheim 30 12 11 7 31 80 89
Edmonton 28 11 15 2 24 80 96
Arizona 31 7 19 5 19 74 110

NOTE: Two points for a win, one point for 
overtime loss. Top three teams in each 
division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs.

FRIDAY’S GAMES
Washington 4, N.Y. Rangers 2
Columbus 5, New Jersey 3
Vegas 4, Nashville 3, SO
Chicago 3, Buffalo 2, OT
Minnesota 3, Anaheim 2, OT

SATURDAY’S GAMES
St. Louis 6, Detroit 1
Edmonton at Montreal, 7 p.m.
Colorado at Florida, 7 p.m.
Winnipeg at Tampa Bay, 7 p.m.
Arizona at Columbus, 7 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Boston, 7 p.m.
Toronto at Pittsburgh, 7 p.m.
New Jersey at N.Y. Rangers, 7 p.m.
Vegas at Dallas, 8 p.m.
Ottawa at San Jose, 10 p.m.
Vancouver at Calgary, 10 p.m.
Carolina at Los Angeles, 10:30 p.m.

SUNDAY’S GAMES
Arizona at Chicago, 7 p.m.
Buffalo at St. Louis, 7 p.m.
Edmonton at Toronto, 7 p.m.
Minnesota at San Jose, 9 p.m.

MONDAY’S GAMES
Colorado at Pittsburgh, 7 p.m.
Dallas at N.Y. Rangers, 7 p.m.
Washington at N.Y. Islanders, 7 p.m.
Florida at Detroit, 7:30 p.m.
Vancouver at Winnipeg, 8 p.m.
Carolina at Anaheim, 10 p.m.

TUESDAY’S GAMES
Edmonton at Columbus, 7 p.m.
Ottawa at Buffalo, 7 p.m.
Toronto at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
Colorado at Washington, 7 p.m.
Los Angeles at New Jersey, 7 p.m.
Calgary at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Tampa Bay at St. Louis, 8 p.m.
Florida at Chicago, 8:30 p.m.
Carolina at Vegas, 10 p.m.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL
FCS PLAYOFFS
By The Associated Press
All Times EST

FIRST ROUND
Saturday, Nov. 25
Furman 28, Elon 27
Stony Brook 59, Lehigh 29
New Hampshire 14, CCSU 0
Kennesaw St. 28, Samford 17
South Dakota 38, Nicholls 31
Weber State 21, Western Illinois 19
Northern Iowa 46, Monmouth (NJ) 7
San Diego 41, Northern Arizona 10

SECOND ROUND
Saturday, Dec. 2
James Madison 26, Stony Brook 7
Kennesaw State 17, Jacksonville State 7
Wofford 28, Furman 10
S. Dakota St. 37, N. Iowa 22
New Hampshire 21, Central Arkansas 15
Sam Houston St. 54, South Dakota 42
N. Dakota St. 38, San Diego 3
Weber State 30, Southern Utah 13

QUARTERFINALS
Friday, Dec. 8
James Madison 31, Weber State 28
Saturday, Dec. 9
North Dakota State 42, Wofford 10
South Dakota State 56, New Hampshire 14
Kennesaw State (12-1) at Sam Houston 
State (11-1), 8:30 p.m.

SEMIFINALS
Friday, Dec. 15
TBD, 8 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 16
TBD, 4:30 p.m.

CHAMPIONSHIP
Saturday, Jan. 6
At Toyota Stadium
Frisco, Texas
Semifinal winners, Noon

TRANSACTIONS
By The Associated Press

SATURDAY 

BASEBALL

AMERICAN LEAGUE
ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS — Claimed LHP 
Henry Owens off waivers from Boston.

BASKETBALL

NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIA-
TION
CHICAGO BULLS — Recalled Gs Kay Felder 
and Zach LaVine from Windy City (NBAGL).

FOOTBALL

NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE
CINCINNATI BENGALS — Placed CB Adam 
“Pacman” Jones on injured reserve. Signed 
CB Tony McRae from the practice squad.

HOCKEY

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE
ARIZONA COYOTES — Assigned G Marek 
Langhamer to Kometa Brno (Extraliga-
Czech Republic).

COLLEGE
MISSOURI — Etended the contract of 
football coach Barry Odom through the 
2022-23 season.
TEXAS — Named Chris Del Conte athletic 
director.

PRO FOOTBALL

PRO BASEBALL

Miami’s Giancarlo 
Stanton hits a 
home run in the 
third inning of a 
game against the 
Chicago Cubs in 
Miami. A person 
familiar with the 
negotiations says 
the New York 
Yankees and 
Miami Marlins are 
working on a 
trade that would 
send Stanton to 
New York and in-
fielder Starlin 
Castro to Miami.

AP FILE PHOTO

Yankees set to reel in Marlins’ Stanton

MIAMI — After helping the New York 
Yankees to five World Series titles, Derek 
Jeter might help them win another.

The Yankees and Jeter’s Miami Mar-
lins have agreed to a trade that would 
send NL MVP Giancarlo Stanton to 
New York, pending a physical, a person 
familiar with the negotiations said Sat-
urday. The person spoke to The Associ-
ated Press on condition of  anonymity 
because the teams hadn’t announced 
the agreement.

Second baseman Starlin Castro 
would go to Miami as part of  the trade, 

a second person familiar with the ne-
gotiations said. A third person said the 
Marlins would also receive prospects 
Jorge Guzman, a right-hander, and 
Jose Devers, an infielder who is a cous-
in of  Boston prospect Rafael Devers.

The third person said the deal calls for 
the Marlins to send $30 million to the 
Yankees if Stanton doesn’t exercise his 
right to opt out of his contract and be-
come a free agent after the 2020 season.

Stanton has a no-trade clause in his 
record $325 million, 13-year contract 
and has indicated he will approve the 
trade, one of  the people said. St. Louis 
and San Francisco said Friday that 
Stanton had vetoed deals to them.

By RONALD BLUM and STEVEN WINE
The Associated Press

AP FILE PHOTO

At Carolina, Cam Newton may do the Superman poses, but the 
Panthers’ real MVP is middle linebacker Luke Kuechly. The Pan-
thers simply aren’t the same defense without the former NFL 
Defensive Player of the Year, and he’s missed time with three 
concussions over the past three seasons. When healthy, Kuech-
ly rarely misses a tackle.

Keenum, Vikings can 
clinch NFC North with 
win over Panthers

CHARLOTTE (AP) — 
Case Keenum’s improbable 
season has the Minnesota 
Vikings thinking playoffs.

Keenum entered the 
league as an undrafted 
rookie in 2012, one year 
after Cam Newton made a 
splash as the No. 1 overall 
pick by the Carolina Pan-
thers.

While the two quarter-
backs have taken dramati-
cally different paths, it is 
Keenum who has the Vi-
kings positioned to win the 
NFC North — and perhaps 
even earn home-field ad-
vantage throughout the 
playoffs.

The Vikings (10-2) can 
clinch their second division 
title — and first with Kee-
num at the helm — in three 
years by beating Newton’s 
Panthers (8-4) on the road 
Sunday. Minnesota can also 
clinch if  Green Bay and De-
troit lose or tie.

Keenum’s success doesn’t 
surprise Panthers wide re-
ceiver Russell Shepard, 
who regularly works out 
with the fifth-year quarter-
back in the offseason.

“The Vikings called him 
last-minute,” Shepard said 
of  Keenan signing with the 
Vikings last offseason. 
“They wanted him, kind of  
in his mind from what he 
was telling me, as a camp 
body, an extra guy, knowing 
the injuries at quarterback 
with Teddy (Bridgewater) 
still being hurt. Just to see 
him take off, man, it’s one 
of  those crazy stories.”

Keenum is 8-2 as the Vi-
kings starter since taking 
over for the injured Sam 
Bradford, after struggling 
in his previous 26 starts 
with the Rams and Texans.

Shepard said it makes for 
a great story.

“We’re like the misfits, 
like the rug rats,” said 
Shepard of  undrafted play-
ers, of  which he is one.

“In this league, in life in 

general, everybody wants to 
see the underdog succeed. 
Everybody wants to see the 
guy that nobody expected to 
be that guy.”

ACROSS FROM KALIL: 
Vikings defensive end Ever-
son Griffen has sacked Car-
olina’s Cam Newton five 
times in two games, includ-
ing three of  Minnesota’s 
eight sacks in the 22-10 vic-
tory in Charlotte on Sept. 
25, 2016. This time, he’ll be 
lined up across former 
teammate Matt Kalil, who 
spent the past five seasons 
with the Vikings.

Griffen and Kalil were 
also college teammates at 
Southern Cal, so their 
friendship dates back al-
most a decade.

“I’m going to watch my 
tape. I’m going to study him. 
I’m going to know him bet-
ter than I know my phone 
number,” said Griffen, 
whose 42½ sacks since be-
coming a full-time starter in 
2014 are the third-most in 
the NFL in that span.

“I’m just going to go out 
there and rush him. Set 
him up, use what I use, use 
my God’s gifts, which is my 
speed. He knows that. I’m 
just excited to go up against 
him. It’s going to be fun. I 
haven’t seen him in a while 
so it’s going to be a fun 
game.”

Kalil has struggled at 
times in his transition to 
Carolina. He had two penal-
ties last week against the 
Saints for 25 yards, but was 
playing after receiving an 
IV before the game because 
of  the flu.

REMEMBER REM-
MERS?: The Vikings spent 
big in free agency to find 
two new starting tackles, 
Riley Reiff  and Mike Rem-
mers, a major overhaul of  
the offensive line including 
the drafting of  center Pat 
Elflein and the jettisoning 
of  left guard Alex Boone 
that has paid off  big time.
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SATURDAY PUZZLES

THE ANSWERS TO THESE PUZZLES CAN BE FOUND ON 

TODAY’S DAILY PLANNER PAGE.

ACROSS
1 Arctic Winter 

Games gear

10 Follows a 

cookbook 

direction

15 Apparent

16 Red River city

17 Nomadic

18 Pertaining to

19 Nucor and 

POSCO,  

industry-wise

20 Steak __

22 Fragrant shrubs

24 Stretches out

25 Try

27 Con game

28 Longtime foe  

of Rafael

31 Apparent

34 Commotion

35 Rap sheet entry, 

perhaps

36 Jar head?

37 Available 

employment

40 Songwriter 

Green

42 New Brunswick 

neighbor

43 Propellant in ion 

thrusters

45 Patellar and 

Achilles

47 Hired help

51 Popular blend  

of seasoning

52 Small 1-Down

53 Ulyanov’s alias

54 Unyielding

57 Player selection 

process

58 Browbeats

59 Long-eared 

critters

60 Party 

decorations

DOWN

1 Quake

2 Like some 

dressers

3 Flexible wood

4 1998 Country 

Music Hall of 

Fame inductee

5 Finer than fine

6 Fools (around)

7 Baja bear

8 Poetic 

contraction

9 Roman numeral

10 Penn’s business 

school

11 Moves quickly

12 Childish

13 Unfortunate one

14 Many retired 

Kentucky Derby 

winners

21 Forestry workers

23 Flier that 

delivers?

26 County in four 

Northeast states

28 Indian filmmaker 

Kapoor

29 Devices used on 

trips

30 Freak out

32 Lugs

33 Old Tokyo

35 Air Canada 

Centre, e.g.

38 __ crisis

39 Consecrates, in 

a way

40 Bullfight

41 “Did Hamlet 

so __ with 

his envy ... “: 

Shakespeare

44 Aggravate

45 Alternative 

nickname to 

Mattie, perhaps

46 Hardly humble 

sorts

48 Knock over

49 Observant one

50 Barrette target

55 “__ I digress”

56 Type of camera, 

briefly 

By Craig Stowe 12/9/17

Friday’s Puzzle Solved

©2017 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 12/9/17

THE DAILY CROSSWORD PUZZLE

SUDOKU 
HOW TO PLAY:
Each row, column  
and set of 3-by-3  
boxes must contain  
the numbers 1  
through 9 without  
repetition.

JUMBLE 
THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Stick leads North Dakota State 
to FCS semis, 42-10 over Wofford

FCS PLAYOFFS

FARGO, N.D. (AP) — 
Easton Stick threw for three 
first-half  touchdowns and 
ran for another in the second 
half  and second-seeded 
North Dakota State rolled to 
a 42-10 win over seventh-
seeded Wofford in the FCS 
quarterfinals on Saturday.

Bruce Anderson also ran 
for two scores in the first half  
for the Bison (12-1), who play 
the winner of  Saturday’s late 
game, Kennesaw State-Sam 
Houston State, in the semifi-
nals next weekend at home.

Stick completed 9 of  10 
passes in the first half  for 157 
yards with touchdowns to 
Connor Wentz (48 yards), 
Seth Wilson (18 yards) and 
Jeff  Illies (4 yards).

The Bison piled up 265 
yards and held Wofford to 95 
with just four first downs, 
two coming on fourth down 
conversions. The Terriers got 
a field goal on their initial 
possession and a touchdown 
after a fumble recovery gave 
them a short field.

Stick’s 7-yard run account-
ed for the only points in the 
second half.

NDSU, which won five-
straight titles before losing to 
eventual champion James 
Madison in the semifinals 
last year, piled up 261 yards 
on the ground and 464 yards 
of  total offense. While the 
Bison were seven yards shy 
of  their season average on 
the ground, they held the 

Terriers (10-3) to 134, 120 
below their average.

Wofford ended up with 

eight first downs and 177 
yards, going 1 of  12 on third 
down.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Army’s Ahmad Bradshaw (17) runs the ball against Navy during the second half of their game on Satur-
day in Philadelphia. Army won 14-13.

Field goal try wide on final play, 
Army holds off Navy 14-13

PHILADELPHIA — Bennett Moehring nar-
rowly missed a 48-yard field goal in the swirl-
ing snow on the final play and Army held off  
Navy 14-13 Saturday to win its first Com-
mander-in-Chief’s Trophy since 1996.

Army (9-3) earned its second straight win 
over Navy (6-6) following 14 straight losses in 
the series.

Ahmad Bradshaw pushed over the goal line 
on a quarterback sneak with 5:10 remaining 
and Blake Wilson kicked the extra point to 
put Army ahead.

Quarterback Malcolm Perry, who ran for 
250 yards and a 68-yard score in the second 
quarter, then led Navy to the Army 31 with 3 
seconds left.

Navy elected to try a field goal, and after 
about 10 players used their feet to clear the 
steady snow during a timeout, Moehring’s 
kick was long enough but drifted barely left.

Army cut its deficit in the series to 60-51-7 in a 
matchup of bowl-bound teams. The Black 
Knights claimed the Commander-in-Chief’s Tro-
phy thanks to an earlier victory over Air Force.

In a game that included only three passes 
— Army completed its lone toss — the Black 
Knights produced a 13-play, 65-yard drive to 
take a late lead. John Trainor tiptoed the 
sideline for 8 yards one play before Brad-
shaw’s 12th touchdown of  the season.

Navy took advantage of  the ensuing kick-
off  going out of  bounds and moved down 
the field. Perry dropped a shotgun snap on 
fourth down at the Army 37, but picked up 
the ball and ran for a first down. But Navy 
committed two false start penalties, making 
the final field goal attempt more difficult.

Snow started falling in the late morning on 

the 29-degree day, leaving a coating on the 
field. Workers used blowers to uncover the 
lines and hashmarks during timeouts as a 
light snow fell throughout.

The teams, both of  whom run the triple-op-
tion, combined to complete only 58 passes all 
season. The snow made both coaches want to 
throw it even less.

The first pass of  the game came with under 
9 minutes left in the second quarter. Army 
completed its only pass, a 20-yard wobbler 
from Bradshaw to Calen Holt, midway 
through the third quarter.

The weather made one of  sports’ biggest ri-
valries an even more physical contest. Army’s 
all-white uniforms — a nod to the 10th Moun-
tain Division of  World War II — served as al-
most camouflage in the snow.

Perry was the star through three quarters. 
Getting the start at quarterback ahead of  
Zach Abey, his long touchdown run in the 
second quarter was his third rushing TD of  
more than 65 yards this season.

Perry’s shifty 46-yard run to the Navy 11 
early in the third quarter put him over 1,000 
yards for the season and led to Moehring’s sec-
ond field goal, from 24 yards, to make it 13-7.

THE TAKEAWAY

Army: Coach Jeff  Monken has Army on a 
major upswing. This victory will do wonders 
for a program that had suffered through the 
longest losing streak by either team in this ri-
valry.

Navy: Perry was the fastest and most dan-
gerous player on the field, but wasn’t as effec-
tive in the second half. Still, he bought a dy-
namic missing in last year’s Army game 
when Navy had 112 yards rushing. Perry had 
130 yards on the ground himself  with 11:28 
left in the second quarter.

BY MIKE CRANSTON
The Associated Press

35 Years
Serving Sumter

8 W. Hampton Ave.
773-2320

www.jamesformalwear.com

Shelby & 
Photo by Megan Manus



“It’s been a tough journey,” May-
field said during his acceptance 
speech. He choked back tears thank-
ing his parents and Oklahoma coach 
Lincoln Riley.

Mayfield finished fourth in the 
Heisman voting two years ago and 
third last year. He entered this sea-
son as one of  the favorites and 
jumped toward the front of  the pack 
when he led the Sooners to an early 
victory at Ohio State that he cele-
brated by planting the OU flag in the 
Horseshoe turf.

He later apologized for that, but 
that has been Mayfield’s career. 
Spectacular play fueled by grudges, 
slights and trying to prove doubters 

wrong. Moxie is the word that gets 
attached to Mayfield often, but at 
times poor judgment has gotten him 
in trouble on and off  the field.

Those were really the only marks 
on Mayfield’s Heisman resume be-
cause his play has been consistently 
stellar. He has thrown for 4,340 yards 
and 41 touchdowns this season for 
the Big 12 champion Sooners (12-1). 
For his career, Mayfield is eighth in 
FBS history in yards passing (14,320) 
and sixth in touchdown passes (129). 
He is likely to leave college with the 
two best single-season passer ratings 
in major college football.

Pretty good for a scrawny kid who 
grew up in Austin, Texas, rooting 
for Oklahoma, but did not receive a 
scholarship offer out of  high school 
from either the hometown Long-
horns or his beloved Sooners.

“Thomas Sumter came out after 
halftime really fired up,” said Wilson 
Hall head coach Glen Rector, whose 
team found itself  down 36-21 with 
about three minutes left in the third 
period. “They played great defensive-
ly, they were scoring, they made a 
great run at at that time and I really 
thought we were in serious trouble.

“But our girls battled back,” Rec-
tor said. “We had a nice run toward 
the end of  the third quarter to get us 
back in the game, and they hit some 
bit free throws down the stretch. 
Maddie Elmore hit two, Courtney 
Clark hit two free throws down the 
stretch, and it made the difference in 
the game.”

That, and holding the Generals to a 
single point in the fourth period helped 
Wilson Hall erase the 15-point deficit 
and take the lead 37-36 on the second of  
Elmore’s free throws with just under 
three minutes left in the game.

The Generals had two good looks 
at game-tying three-point baskets in 
the last 20 seconds of  the game, but 
couldn’t get either of  them to fall, 
and Wilson Hall held on for the win.

Coach Reed said experience was a 
factor for her team, and that they’d 
use the game as a learning experience.

“I was so proud of our girls to come 
into a rivalry environment and to 
come out aggressive and play hard,” 
said Reed, whose team fell to Wilson 
Hall last year 33-14 before going on to 
win the 2A state championship.

“The issue for us is that we 
couldn’t mimic what just happened 
in practice, so this is going to be a 
learning experience for us,” Reed 
said. “”They needed that opportunity 
to learn how to play with a lead and 

to finish a game. We see this as a 
growing experience.

“I think it served both teams well. 
Obviously, it wasn’t the outcome we 
wanted, but there were a lot of  great, 
positive things that came out of  it for 
us, and that’s what we’re going to 
build on. It’s so early in the season, 
and it’s things we can work on, so I’ll 
look forward to playing them again.”

In the boys game, Wilson Hall got 
16 points from Landon Van Patten 
and 10 from Chandler Scott en route 
to a 53-46 victory over a pesky Thom-
as Sumter team.

The Generals’ Zach Fugate led all 
scorers in the game with 20 points, 
and Mason Warren added 14 for TSA.

“We’ll take it,” said Wilson Hall 
head coach Eddie Talley, whose team 
improved to 2-4 on the season with 
the win. “It was a hard-fought battle. 
We made a lot of  mistakes, but we 
played with good effort, so it was a 
good win for us.

“We have a lot of  enthusiasm, 
we’ve just got to be able to channel it 
a little bit. Our schedule has been 
pretty tough, so to get a win feels 
great.”

Thomas Sumter fell to 2-3 on the 
season under head coach Woody La-
than, in his first year at TSA after a 
15-year hiatus from coaching.

“Our effort was great. We made 
some mental mistakes on defense, es-
pecially in the last three minutes,” 
Lathan said. “Those are things that 
we’re going to have to get settled; but 
they worked hard and it went down 
to the wire except for about the last 
50 seconds. We got some open looks 
at threes but just couldn’t get any of  
them to go.”
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Even sitting for such an extended 
period, Jamison saw the floor for 
much of  the rally. Jamison’s three, 
which came shortly after re-entering 
the game pulled Crestwood within 10 
before a Sedajah Rembert bucket 
closed the third quarter with the 
Lady Knights trailing 33-25.

Whitfield hit her trey to open the 
fourth quarter scoring, cutting the 
lead to five. Jamison had the next 
four points, on two free throws and a 
fast break layup, making it 33-32. 
Whitfield would go to the line after 
an intentional foul call on Tamerah 
Brown following a steal and hit one 
of  two shots to tie the score with 5:06 
to go.

Sumter interim head coach Jeff  
Schaffer’s hands were tied as the 
Lady Gamecocks had just two time-
outs left, timeouts he was hoping to 
use late to fuel a potential game-win-
ning rally. However, before Edlow’s 
basket broke Sumter’s long scoreless 
skein Crestwood added an Ashantee 
Washington trey and Moenijah 
Lewis basket for a 38-33 lead.

“I burnt through three timeouts 
(earlier), so I don’t know what else I 
could have done,” Schaffer said. “I 
wanted to save some for at the very 
end, but I wanted to see how they re-
sponded to (the rally) a little bit. ... 
They just kind of  hit the panic but-
ton. It’s up to us to coach them 
through this, and we’ll be better as a 
result of  it, but it’s some growing 
pains.”

Crosby said Whitfield’s presence 
on the floor alongside Jamison pro-
vided a boost on both offense and de-
fense.

“When she’s out there, she does so 
much,” Crosby said. “She can con-
trol the offense, she can tell people 
where they need to be on defense and 
when she’s on defense I can pretty 
much put her at the 4 or 5 so she can 
get some of  those offensive rebounds. 

She’s like an extension of  the coach 
because I can call something out, she 
can see what’s going on and if  it will 
work. She may come back and say 
coach, it’s not going to work and we 
can call something else, so it helps us 
for her to be out there.”

Schaffer said he warned his young 
team about the rigors of  playing on 
the road after the unusual 4-game 
homestand to open the season.

“I told them it’s going to be a dif-
ferent environment than what you 
are used to,” Schaffer said, “teams 
are going to make runs, you’re going 
to have to respond. Crestwood put a 
lot on us and we didn’t respond to 
the call, but it’s a learning experi-
ence. I don’t like to lose, but I’m not 
concerned because we want to be 
playing our best basketball come re-
gion schedule and the playoffs, and 
everything that I’m doing is geared 
toward that, getting us better for the 
region. We’ll be fine. We’ve just got to 
settle in and learn to trust each other 
a little bit more, both offensively and 
defensively.”

Carnasia Wells scored 10 to top 
Sumter while Edlow finished with 
nine.

Crestwood’s boys fell behind 8-0 
early and never got closer than seven 
the rest of  the way as Sumter came 
away with a 54-40 victory.

Isaih Moore was the only player to 
score in double figures, putting up 18 
to lead the Gamecocks, who im-
proved to 4-1. Sumter also got two 
threes apiece from Omar Crosskey, 
who closed with nine, and Javontay 
Singletary, who ended with six, and 
Jaylen Johnson added a trey among 
his seven points. 

Anthony Bradley scored eight, in-
cluding two threes, to pace the 
Knights, who dropped to 0-4. Carl 
Benjamin also knocked down two 
treys for six points and Nazir Andino 
added a three among his six points.

SUMTER FROM PAGE B1

The win, which improved USC’s 
record to 8-2, was its third straight 
since returning home following a 
loss to Temple in Madison Square 
Garden.

Martin was pleased Gravett made 
the winning shot, but believes he 
must improve if  the Gamecocks are 
to be successful.

“Good for him,” said Martin. “He 
made a shot to help us win the 
game. He’s got a lot of  growing up to 
do. We’ve got to figure out what we 
need to do to get him to be more 
consistent with his approach, his 
focus.”

The loss dropped the Chanticleers 
to 5-5. Coach Cliff  Ellis was pleased 
with the performance of  his team, 
however.

“It’s really disappointing,” said 
Ellis. “We had an opportunity to win, 
but I can’t say enough about the ef-
fort of  our team or (South Carolina).
We did what we needed to do. We just 
came up short.

“It will be a tough bus ride back. 
We thought we should have won, but 
give credit to South Carolina.”

Martin has built his coaching rep-
utation on defense. He has been frus-
trated that this year’s team has not 
displayed toughness on that side of  
the court.

The Chanticleers exploited South 
Carolina’s perimeter defense 
throughout, making 10 of  24 3-point 
attempts. When Coastal wasn’t 
scoring from long range, its guards 
managed to beat defenders off  the 
dribble.

The Chanticleers continued to 
take advantage of  USC’s defense in 
the second half, earning its largest 
lead (69-64) with 7:56 remaining on 
an Arthur Labinowicz jumper.

The Gamecocks pulled within one 
on several occasions, but appeared 
unable to re-gain the advantage until 
Gravett’s play.

BIG PICTURE

Coastal, which entered Columbia 
with a 5-4 record, returns home with 
confidence after struggling early in 
the season. The Chanticleers placed 
four players in double figures, led by 
Demario Beck with 20. He was fol-
lowed by Jalen Shaw (17), Ajay Sand-
ers (14) and Zac Cuthbertson (11). 
Shaw began his career at USC before 
transferring to Coastal.

“I have been excited about this 
game since the end of  last season,” 
said Shaw. “I looked at it as any other 
game. We were trying to get out of  
here with a win. I just wanted to play 
my heart out and try to get better.”

Frank Booker paced USC with 19. 
Chris Silva (15) and Justin Minaya 
(13) were also in double figures.

UP NEXT

Following s break for exams, South 
Carolina goes on the road to take on 
instate rival Clemson on Dec. 19. Fol-
lowing a holiday break it hosts Lime-
stone on Dec. 27.

Coastal Carolina begins a five-game 
home stand, starting with Montreat 
Dec. 16.

SOUTH CAROLINA 80
COASTAL CAROLINA 78

COASTAL CAROLINA (5-5)
Cuthbertson 5-10 0-0 11, Coleman 0-1 0-0 0, 
Sanders 5-9 0-0 14, Lindsey 1-6 0-0 3, Shaw 
6-15 5-6 17, Beck 8-10 1-2 20, Bamba 1-2 0-0 
2, Brown 1-2 0-0 2, Labinowicz 2-8 4-5 9. 
Totals 29-63 10-13 78.

SOUTH CAROLINA (8-2)
Silva 2-5 10-13 15, Kotsar 3-7 0-0 6, Minaya 4-9 
2-2 13, Gravett 3-9 3-5 9, Booker 7-12 2-4 19, 
Haase 3-4 1-1 7, Holden 1-5 0-0 2, Hinson 1-2 
1-2 3, Myers 1-2 3-4 6. Totals 25-55 22-31 80.
Halftime_47-47. 3-Point Goals_Coastal Car-
olina 10-24 (Sanders 4-5, Beck 3-4, Cuthb-
ertson 1-2, Lindsey 1-4, Labinowicz 1-7, 
Shaw 0-2), South Carolina 8-20 (Booker 3-7, 
Minaya 3-7, Silva 1-1, Myers 1-1, Holden 0-1, 
Haase 0-1, Gravett 0-2). Fouled Out_Cole-
man. Rebounds_Coastal Carolina 28 (Beck, 
Shaw 6), South Carolina 30 (Silva 9). As-
sists_Coastal Carolina 17 (Cuthbertson 4), 
South Carolina 14 (Gravett 4). Total Fouls_
Coastal Carolina 25, South Carolina 13. 
A_11,734 (18,000).

USC FROM PAGE B1
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Wilson Hall’s Natalie Jackson anticipates a pass during the Barons 39-36 victory over 
Thomas Sumter on Friday in the Baron Classic tournament at Wilson Hall’s Nash Stu-
dent Center.

BARONS FROM PAGE B1

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

HEISMAN 
FROM PAGE B1

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Heisman Trophy finalists, from left, Louisville quarterback Lamar Jackson, Stanford 
running back Bryce Love and Oklahoma quarterback Baker Mayfield look at the tro-
phy during a media event on Saturday before the final selection in New York. May-
field won the trophy handily.

Boston College stuns No. 1 Duke 
BOSTON — Outside the Boston 

College basketball office, on the way 
to the practice gym, the walls are 
decorated with giant pictures from 
the Eagles’ biggest wins.

The Sweet 16 appearance in 2006. 
Upsets over No. 1 North Carolina 
and No. 6 Duke in 2009. A victory 
over top-ranked Syracuse four years 
ago.

Make room for an addition: Boston 
College 89, Duke 84, an upset that 
sent the No. 1 Blue Devils to their 
first loss.

“We’re putting one up for this 
one,” coach Jim Christian said. 
“That’s where I would put it. If  you 
get a poster up on that wall, that’s a 
big thing because of  the proud histo-
ry of  this place.”

Ky Bowman scored 30 points, add-
ing 10 rebounds and nine assists to 
help Boston College (7-3, 1-0 Atlantic 
Coast Conference) win its third 
straight game against the No. 1 team 
in The Associated Press Top 25. Jor-

dan Chatman scored 22, hitting four 
straight free throws in the final 16 
seconds to ice it.

“I think this is probably going to 
be one of  the top ones,” Bowman 
said.

Gary Trent Jr. scored 25 and Mar-
vin Bagley III had 15 points and 12 
rebounds for Duke (11-1, 0-1 ACC).

The Blue Devils erased a 10-point 
deficit in the second half  and led 
79-75 with 3:30 to play. Boston College 
scored 12 of  the next 14 points, get-
ting a pair of  3-pointers from Robin-
son. Duke’s Trevon Duvall drove to 
the basket to make it 83-81 with 31 
seconds left, but then he was called 
for an intentional foul on Chatman 
as BC tried to dribble out the clock.

Chatman made both foul shots, 
and then with BC retaining posses-
sion he was fouled again and made 
two more. A 3-pointer by Trent made 
it 87-84, but then Jerome Robinson 
was sent to the line and hit his free 
throws with 6 seconds left to ice it.
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ISHMAEL RIVERS

Deacon Ishmael Rivers de-
parted this life on Dec. 4, 2017, 
at KershawHealth Medical 
Center at Camden. 

He was born on Aug. 1, 
1927, in Sumter, a son of  the 
late Ishmael and Isabella Riv-
ers. He attended the public 
schools in Sumter and moved 
to Philadelphia in 1944, where 
he was employed at the Phila-
delphia Naval Shipyard until 
being drafted into the U.S. 
Army. He was employed in 
1951 at the Naval Publications 
and Forms Center in Phila-
delphia, until his retirement 
in 1984. He was a member of  
Memorial Baptist Church in 
Philadelphia. After relocating 
to Camden, he joined Jeho-
vah Missionary Baptist 
Church, where he was a 
faithful member and served 
as a dedicated deacon from 
January 1996 until he became 
ill.

He is survived by his wife of  
50 years, Marlene J. Rivers; 
five children, Gregory Rivers 
and Darnella Small (Rey), 
both of  Philadelphia, Steven 
Rivers of  Newport News, Vir-
ginia, and Mark Rivers and 
Michele Savoris, both of  Cam-
den; a sister, Isabell Weeks 
(Abraham) of  Philadelphia; 16 

grandchildren; five great-
grandchildren; other relatives 
and friends.

His homegoing service will 
be held at 1 p.m. on Monday at 
Jehovah Missionary Baptist 
Church with Pastor Marion 
H. Newton officiating. 

He will be placed in the 
church at noon for viewing 
until the hour of  service. 

Interment will follow at 
Hillside Memorial Park.

The family is receiving 
friends from 1 to 7 p.m. at the 
home, 1106 Gary Road, Cam-
den, SC 29020.

The staff  of  Sumter Funeral 
Service Inc. is in charge of  ar-
rangements.

JOHN E. BALLARD

MANNING — John Edward 
Ballard, 61, died on Thursday, 
Dec. 7, 2017, at McLeod Health 
Clarendon, Manning. 

He was born on Dec. 28, 
1955, in Manning, a son of  the 
late Gabe Ballard Sr. and Ger-
trude Johnson Ballard.

The family is receiving 
friends at the home of  his 
niece and her husband, Sarah 
and Homer Smith, 1109 Leo 
Road, Manning.

These services have been 
entrusted to Samuels Funeral 
Home LLC, Manning.

JIMMIE DOW

MANNING — Jimmie Dow, 
64, died on Friday, Dec. 1, 2017, 
at his residence, 1252 Joseph 
Lemon Dingle Road, Manning. 

He was born on Feb. 24, 1953, 
in Manning, a son of the late 
Charlie and Mary Gilyard Dow.

Funeral services for Mr. 
Dow were held at 11 a.m. on 
Saturday at Hayes F. Samuels 
Sr. Memorial Chapel, 114 N. 
Church St., Manning. Burial 
followed at Manning Ceme-
tery, Manning.

These services have been 
entrusted to Samuels Funeral 
Home LLC, Manning.

SUSAN A. HENRY

SUMMERTON — Susan 
Anderson Henry, 78, widow of  
Joe Henry, died on Thursday, 
Dec. 7, 2017, at National 
Health Care. 

She was born on May 27, 
1939, in Summerton, a daugh-
ter of  the late Hampton and 
Tommie Lee Jones Anderson.

The family is receiving 
friends at her residence, 1204 
Olin Road, Summerton.

These services have been 
entrusted to Samuels Funeral 
Home LLC, Manning.

EDWARD MICKENS

WINNSBORO — Edward 
Mickens, 49, husband of  
Sarah Wells Mickens, died on 
Friday, Dec. 8, 2017, at his resi-

dence, 255 Pump House Road, 
Winnsboro. 

He was born on Jan. 28, 
1968, in Turbeville, a son of  
the late Robert Lee Player and 
Daisy Mae Gamble Mickens.

 These services have been 
entrusted to Samuels Funeral 
Home LLC, Manning.

MARY L. HOWARD

BISHOPVILLE — Minister 
Mary L. Howard, widow of  
Jesse Howard, entered eternal 
rest on Dec. 7, 2017, at her res-
idence, 400 E. Church St., 
Bishopville. 

The family is receiving 
friends at the residence. 

Funeral arrangements are 
incomplete and will be an-
nounced by Wilson Funeral 
Home, 403 S. Main St., Bishop-
ville.

DALE J. TAYLOR

Dale Jarred Taylor, 54, died 
on Friday, Dec. 8, 2017, at Pal-
metto Health Tuomey. 

Born in Sumter County, he 
was a son of  Naomi B. Taylor 
and the late Wilfred J. Taylor.

The family will receive 
friends at the home, 4330 
Granada Drive, Sumter, be-
ginning Tuesday from 3 to 6 
p.m. daily.

Funeral arrangements are 
incomplete and will be an-
nounced by Palmer Memorial 
Chapel Inc. 

WILLIE E. ROBINSON

Willie Earl Robinson, 61, hus-
band of Vera Sweat died Friday, 
Dec. 8, 2017, at Palmetto Health 
Tuomey, Sumter. He was born 
Aug. 20, 1954, in Pinewood, a son 
of the late Willie Lee Lang and 
Lula Smith Robinson.

The family will receive 
friends beginning Monday at 
his residence, 106 Chappell 
St., Sumter.

These services have been 
entrusted to Samuels Funeral 
Home, LLC, Manning.

VIOLA B. BANKS

MANNING -- Viola Bennett 
Banks, 85, wife of  Joe Banks, 
died Thursday, Dec. 7, 2017, at 
McLeod Regional Hospital, 
Florence. She was born May 
4, 1932, in Manning, a daugh-
ter of  the late Archie Bennett 
and Lillie Carter Bennett.

Funeral services for Mrs. 
Banks will be held 1 p.m. 
Tuesday at Pine Grove AME 
Church, Greeleyville, with the 
Rev. Harvey Doctor, pastor. 
Burial will follow in the 
church yard cemetery.

The family is receiving 
friends at her residence, 8644 
S. Brewington Road, Manning.

These services have been 
entrusted to Samuel Funeral 
Home, LLC, Manning.

OBITUARIES

SEE OBITUARIES, PAGE B6

CLEMSON BASKETBALL

Grantham, Mitchell 
lift Clemson over 
Samford 81-59

CLEMSON — Donte 
Grantham scored 16 of  his 20 
points in the second half  to 
lead the Tigers to an 81-59 
victory over Samford on Sat-
urday.

All five of  Clemson’s start-
ers scored in double figures. 
Shelton Mitchell also had 20 
points, Gabe DeVoe scored 14 
and Marcquise Reed and Eli-
jah Thomas added 13 and 11, 
respectively.

The Tigers (8-1), who shot 
42 percent in the game, 
matched their longest win-
ning streak of  the season at 
four games and are off  to 
their best start since the 
2008-09 season.

“I’m pleased with the way 
our guys are handling their 
business. We’re approaching 
things very well,” Clemson 
coach Brad Brownell said. 
“I’m excited with how this 
group has been coachable. 
We’ll see where we go now.”

Samford (2-8) outshot 
Clemson at 45 percent from 
the floor and led early in the 
second half  before getting 
outscored 34-11 in the final 13 
minutes.

Justin Coleman led the 
Bulldogs with 17 points and 
Demetrius Denzel-Dyson 
added 12. Samford lost the 
turnover battle 22-9, and 
Clemson scored 22 points off  
of  those mistakes.

“We started off  slow, but 
that’s a real good team,” said 
Thomas, who added 11 re-
bounds to record his third 
double-double of  the season. 
“We have to match their en-
ergy.”

The Tigers overcame a 
rough night of  shooting from 
behind the arc. Seven of  
Clemson’s first eight shots 
were 3-pointers, with only 
one falling. The Tigers shot 4 
of  20 from behind the arc 
and made seven field goals in 
the first half. They finished 9 
of  36 on 3-pointers.

Samford confused the Ti-
gers with a zone defense that 
forced Clemson to take so 
many long shots.

“They were playing packed 
in a zone and we missed a 
million shots,” Brownell 
said. “That’s not easy to 
coach or fix or play. We just 
had to stick with it.”

The Tigers, who led 35-30 
at halftime, were able to 
eventually wear the Bulldogs 
down with their defense and 
transition offense in the sec-
ond half.

Samford opened the second 
half  with a 12-3 run and took 
its first lead since the 11:13 

mark of  the first half  with a 
3-pointer by Denzel-Dyson 
four minutes into the second 
half, forcing Brownell to 
have a heart-to-heart with 
his team.

“It was the first time in a 
while I really had to get 
after them a little bit,” 
Brownell said. “The game is 
not always easy. You better 
go figure out another way 
(to win) than just making 
shots.”

The teams traded baskets 
and the lead for the next 
three minutes, but Clemson 
went on an 8-0 run to go up 
55-48 on a DeVoe 3-pointer. 
The Tigers eventually 
pushed their lead to double 
digits on a layup by Mitchell 
with 6:38 to play.

Clemson extended that run 
to 19-2 to go up 74-55 with 
3:20 remaining and cruise to 
victory the rest of  the way.

“All of  us were kind of  
down because we felt like we 
were missing easy shots,” 
Mitchell said. “That negative 
energy kind of  messed up 
our team defensively. Once 
we hit a couple shots and 
coach got on to us, we got 
our rhythm.”

BIG PICTURE

Samford: The Bulldogs, 
who were picked to finish 
second in the Southern Con-
ference, wrapped up their 
games against teams from 
major conferences on Satur-
day. They lost to Arkansas 
and LSU by an average of  29 
points before the 22-point 
loss at Clemson.

Clemson: The Tigers came 
into the game playing their 
best basketball of  the season 
and raised their overall con-
fidence with consecutive 
routs over Ohio State and 
UNC Asheville in part to im-
proved defense and chemis-
try from last year, when they 
missed the NCAA tourna-
ment.

STAT OF THE DAY

Clemson’s three points 
from its bench is the fewest 
of  the 2017-18 season. Com-
ing into Saturday, the non-
starters combined to score as 
many as 38 in a game this 
season and as few as seven. 
A.J. Oliver hit a first-half  
3-pointer as the Clemson 
bench was 1 of  4 from the 
field.

UP NEXT

Samford hosts Thomas 
University on Friday.

Clemson takes on No. 5 
Florida in the MetroPCS Or-
ange Bowl Classic on Satur-
day in Sunrise, Florida.

BY BRAD SENKIW
The Associated Press

AREA ROUNDUP / SPORTS ITEMS

North defeats South 24-12 
in 71st North-South Bowl

MYRTLE BEACH – The 
North defeated the South 
24-12 in the 71st edition 
of  the Touchstone Energy 
Cooperatives North-
South Bowl on Saturday 
at Doug Shaw Memorial 
Stadium.

Crestwood defensive back 
Sheddrick Ervin had five 
solo tackles for the South 
Squad. His Knight team-
mate, linebacker Cameron 
Blanding had one assist and 
Scott’s Branch defensive Ke-
ondre Tappin had one solo 
stop.

VARSITY BASKETBALL
LAURENCE MANNING 61
CAROLINA ACADEMY 43

Laurence Manning Acad-
emy’s varsity boys basket-
ball team improved to 5-2 on 
the season with a 61-43 vic-
tory over Carolina Academy 
in the Baron Classic on Sat-
urday at Nash Student Cen-
ter.

Taylor Lee led the 
Swampcats with 13 points. 
Grayson Dennis had 11, 
while both Dawson Hatfield 
and Braydon Osteen had 
nine.
CLARENDON HALL 83
JEFFERSON DAVIS 57

SUMMERTON — Clar-
endon Hall improved to 2-0 
in region play with an 
83-57 victory over Jeffer-
son Davis Academy on 
Friday at the CH gymnasi-
um.

Tyrese Mitchum led the 
Saints, 3-1 overall, with 22 
points. Zyan Gilmore had 17 
and Kylic Horton had 13. 
Dylan Way had nine points 
and 10 rebounds.
EAST CLARENDON 41
LAMAR 40

LAMAR — East Claren-
don picked up its first win 
with a 41-40 overtime victo-
ry over Lamar on Friday at 
the LHS gymnasium.

Tyjhai Calvin and Cam-
eryn Sheriod both had 13 
points to lead the 1-3 Wol-
verines.

JV BASKETBALL
JEFFERSON DAVIS 42
CLARENDON HALL 18

SUMMERTON — Claren-
don Hall fell to 1-3 with an 
42-18 loss to Jefferson Davis 
on Friday at the CH gymna-
sium.

Josh Black led the Saints 
with 13 points.

B TEAM BASKETBALL
SUMTER 34
COLUMBIA 13

Sumter High School 
opened its season with a 

34-13 victory over Columbia 
on Thursday at the SHS 
gymnasium.

Jamar Ludd led the 
Gamecocks with eight 
points. Tre’ Brunson and 
Devin Boston both had 
seven.

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
BASKETBALL
BATES 60
MANNING 53

Zyeir Gamble scored 29 
points to lead Bates to a 
60-53 victory over Man-
ning Junior High on 
Thurdsay at the BMS gym-
nasium.

Kayshawn Boyd and Mat-
thew Rogers both added 
eight points for the Ban-
tams.
SCOTT’S BRANCH 43
C.E. MURRAY 16

GREELEYVILLE – Tariq 
Coard scored 10 points to 
lead Scott’s Branch to a 
43-16 victory over C.E. Mur-
ray on Thursday at the 
CEM gymnasium.

Zakee Randall added eight 
points for the Eagles.

GIRLS

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
BASKETBALL
ALICE DRIVE 50
FURMAN 41

Stevye Sinkler scored 31 
points to lead Alice Drive to 
a 50-41 victory over Furman 
on Thursday at the AD 
gymnasium.

Kewanna Steans added 
five points and four steals 
for the Lady Hawks.
BATES 32
MANNING 15

Alicia Spann had a dou-
ble-double of  15 points and 
20 rebounds to lead Bates to 
a 32-15 victory over Man-
ning on Thursday at the 
BMS gymnasium.

Shatasia Lammie had 
nine points and six steals 
for the Lady Bantams.

VARSITY BASKETBALL
HILTON HEAD CHRISTIAN 49
WILSON HALL 46

The Wilson Hall varsity 
girls basketball team fell 
49-46 to Hilton Head Chris-
tian on Saturday at the 
Baron Classic at Wilson 
Hall’s Nash Student Cen-
ter.

Natalie Jackson had 17 
points to lead the Barons, 
who fell to 5-2 with the 
loss.

Jasmine Campbell had 16 
and Brielle McCarthy added 
15 for HHCA.

CLARENDON HALL 45
JEFFERSON DAVIS 36

SUMMERTON – Claren-
don Hall picked up its first 
victory with a 45-36 victory 
over Jefferson Davis on 
Friday at the CH gymnasi-
um.

Mallory McIntosh led the 
1-3 Lady Saints with 16 
points, six rebounds and 
eight steals. Whitney Avins 
added 15 points and Sydney 
Wells had seven.

JV BASKETBALL
CLARENDON HALL 36
JEFFERSON DAVIS 9

SUMMERTON — Claren-
don Hall defeated Jefferson 
Davis 36-9 on Friday at the 
CH gymnasium for its first 
win of  the season.

Amberly Way had a dou-
ble-double of  15 points and 
11 rebounds. Hadleigh Mc-
Intosh had 10 points.
CRESTWOOD 28
LEE CENTRAL 19

Bishopville — Crestwood 
JV girls defeated Lee Cen-
tral by a score of  28-19. Jada 
Rogers led the Lady Stal-
lions with 11 points.

COLLEGE BASKETBALL
FURMAN 101
SOUTH CAROLINA STATE 72

GREENVILLE — Devin 
Sibley scored 24 points, 
John Davis III added 21 and 
Furman rolled to a 101-72 
victory over South Carolina 
State on Saturday.

Sibley was 9 of  12 from 
the floor and made four 
3-pointers. Davis was 8-of-
10 shooting and hit five 3s. 
Daniel Fowler added 15 
points and Jalen Williams 
had a career-best 14 points 
for Furman (7-3), which 
has won five of  its last six 
games.

Justin Jones scored 19 
points and Donte Wright 
added 15 to lead South Car-
olina State (2-9), which is 
0-8 on the road.
WOFFORD 104
JOHNSON & WALES 45

SPARTANBURG — 
Fletcher Magee scored 22 
points and grabbed four re-
bounds and Wofford beat 
Johnson & Wales (NC) of  
the USCAA 104-45 on Satur-
day night.

Magee was 8 of  10 from 
the field including 4 of  5 
from 3-point range for the 
Terriers (6-4). Donovan 
Theme-Love added 15 
points and three assists, 
Nathan Hoover had 13 
points and Tray Hallowell 
chipped in 10.

From staff  and wire reports
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ERNEST A. PACK

MANNING — Ernest Ar-
thur Pack, 65, husband of  
Brenda Ann Osteen Pack, 

died on Thurs-
day, Dec. 7, 2017, 
at his home. 

Born on Feb. 
23, 1952, in Dub-
lin, Georgia, he 
was a son of  the 
late Cecil Pack 
and Anna Maria 
Kemetinger Pack 

Hodge. He was a carpenter 
and a member of  the Sports-
man Stop and Shop Coffee 
Club. 

In addition to his wife of  
Manning, he is survived by 
three sons, Wyman Arthur 
Pack and Brian Anthony Pack 
(Darlene), both of  Manning, 
and Derrick Adam Pack 
(Ashleigh) of  Greer; six 
grandchildren, Katelynn Ed-
wards, Wyman Arthur Pack 
Jr., Devin Taylor Pack, Noah 
Chase Pack, Hannah Eliza-
beth Pack and Callie Addison 
Pack; and a number of  nieces 
and nephews.

A funeral service will be 
held at 11 a.m. on Monday in 
the chapel of  Stephens Funer-
al Home with Tobin Huff  and 
Gary Berry officiating. Burial 
will follow at Providence Bap-
tist Church Cemetery.

Pallbearers will be sons, 
grandsons and Wayne 
Hughes. 

Honorary pallbearers will 
be Wyman Taylor, Lamar 
Pack Jr., Randy Osteen, Jack 
Logan, J.B. Hodge, Billy Rev-
ell, Mike Rogers, Scott 
McLaurin, Darren Knight, 
McKenzie Knight, Darryl 
McCoy and Ray Westmore-
land.

Visitation will be one hour 
prior to the service from 10 to 
11 a.m. at Stephens Funeral 
Home and other times at the 
residence, 1388 Laurens Ave., 
Manning.

The family would like to 
thank Anna Maria Knight 
and Janice Hughes for all of  
their loving care and atten-
tion.

Stephens Funeral Home & 
Crematory, 304 N. Church St., 
Manning, is in charge of  ar-
rangements, (803) 435-2179. 
www.stephensfuneralhome.org

MALACHI LEE DUNCAN

Retired Presiding Elder the 
Rev. Malachi Lee Duncan, of  
the 7th Episcopal District of  

the AME Church 
Organization, 
passed away on 
Tuesday, Dec. 5, 
2017, at the 
MUSC Ashley 
Tower Hospital 
in Charleston.

His funeral is 
scheduled to be 

held at 3 p.m. today at Scott’s 
Branch High School Gymnasi-
um. 

The graveside service will 
be held at 4 p.m. on Monday at 
Pine Grove AME Church cem-
etery.

Presiding Elder Duncan 
was born on May 8, 1943, to 
the late Rev. Henry Duncan 
and Lizan Duncan. He pas-
tored at various AME Church-
es for nearly 37 years before 
being promoted to elder of  the 
Manning District in 2004. 
After a period of  four years, 
he was promoted to elder of  
the Charleston District in 
2008, where he served until 
his retirement in October 
2017.

Although he was born and 
raised in Springhill, he resid-
ed in Summerton for nearly 
30 years, before reaching his 
sunset. 

To cherish precious memo-
ries, Presiding Elder Duncan 
leaves his wife, his daughter, 
his son, his surviving broth-
ers and sisters, his surviving 
brothers-in-law and sisters-in-
law, a host of  grandchildren, 
nieces, nephews, cousins and 
friends.

Williams Funeral Home of  
Elloree is assisting the family 
with arrangements.

JAMES D. GIBSON

James Dennis Gibson was 
the seventh child of  nine chil-
dren born to the late Clarence 

L. Gibson and 
Mrs. Pattie J. 
Gibson on Sept. 
3, 1956, in Sum-
ter County. He 
departed this life 
on Dec. 3, 2017, at 
VA Medical Cen-
ter in Martins-
burg, West Vir-

ginia.
Dennis, as he was affection-

ately called, accepted Jesus 

Christ as his savior at an 
early age and joined Ebenezer 
AME Church. He received his 
early education from Mayes-
ville Institute and was a 1974 
graduate from Mayewood 
High School.

He then attended St. Augus-
tine College in Raleigh, North 
Carolina. Later, he began his 
military service and joined 
the U.S. Navy and he served 
and retired after many years 
from the Navy Reserves. Af-
terwards, he worked in the 
prison system at Lofton Cor-
rectional Facility in Virginia.

Dennis loved music and en-
joyed playing the trumpet. He 
loved his family and friends 
and considered himself  as a 
master chess player.

He leaves to cherish his lov-
ing memories: his daughter, 
Deanna Gibson Gilbert, of  
Washington, D.C.; his mother, 
Pattie J. Gibson, of  Mayes-
ville; two brothers George 
(Sarah) Gibson and William 
(Lillie) Gibson; three sisters 
Jessie (Robert) Washington, 
Irene E. Gibson, and Wil-
helmina G. Washington, all of  
Mayesville; two sister-in-laws 
Sandra Gibson and Ruby Gib-
son of  Sumter; one brother-in-
law Willie C. Williams of  Tim-
monsville; nine nieces, eight 
nephews, three aunts Jeanie 
Jefferson, Helen Walker and 
Nancy Jefferson; a special 
cousin whom he lived with 
Leroy (Helen) Gibson, Wash-
ington D.C.; and a multitude 
of  other relatives and friends.

He was preceded in death 
by his father, Clarence L. Gib-
son Sr., two brothers Clarence 
L. Gibson Jr. and the Rev. 
Malachi Gibson; and one sis-
ter Julia G. Williams.

Public viewing will be held 
from 2 to 6 p.m. today at Job’s 
Mortuary.

Mr. Gibson will be placed in 
the church at 11 a.m. on Mon-
day for viewing until the hour 
of  service.

Funeral service will be held 
Monday at noon at Ebenezer 
AME Church with Pastor 
Phillip Washington, officiat-
ing.

Interment will be held at 11 
a.m. on Tuesday at Florence 
National Cemetery, Florence. 

In lieu of  flowers, the family 
suggests that contributions be 
made in his memory to Eb-
enezer AME Church, P.O. Box 
165, Mayesville, SC 29104.

Family will be receiving 
friends at the home of  his 
mother, 390 Wilson St., Mayes-
ville, SC 29104.

Job’s Mortuary Inc., 312 S. 
Main St., is in charge of  ar-
rangements.

Online memorials may be 
sent to the family at jobsmor-
tuary@sc.rr.com or visit us on 
the web at: www.jobsmortu-
ary.net. 

NANCY E. PARKER

MANNING — Nancy Eliza-
beth Ann Waters Parker, 68, 
died Thursday, Dec. 7, 2017, at 

her home.
Born April 29, 

1949, she was a 
daughter of  the 
late Thomas 
Richard Waters 
Jr. and the late 
Margie Vergie 
Brewer Waters.

She is sur-
vived by her special friend, 
Terry Alsbrook, of  Manning; 
two sons, Donald Parker 
(Tracy) of  Dacula, Georgia, 
and Patrick M. Parker of  
Sumter; one grandchild; two 
step-grandchildren; two 
brothers, David Waters and 
Billy Waters, both of  Sumter; 
and a sister, Margaret Mundy 
of  Tennessee.

She was preceded in death 
by a brother, Randy Waters, 
and a sister, Diane Oldham.

A funeral service will be 
held at 3 p.m. Monday in the 
chapel of  Stephens Funeral 
Home with the Rev. John Mat-
thews officiating. Burial will 
follow in Clarendon Memorial 
Gardens.

Pallbearers will be Tommy 
Geddings, Jamie Parker, Chris 
Geddings, Jerry Strickland, 
Will Strickland and Jerry 
Blackmon.

Visitation will be from 2 to 3 
p.m. Monday at the funeral 
home.

Stephens Funeral Home & 
Crematory, 304 N. Church St., 
Manning, is in charge of  ar-
rangements, (803) 435-2179. 
www.stephensfuneralhome.org

BETTY R. SPIGNER

MANNING — Betty Ridge-
way Spigner, 85, died Satur-
day, Dec. 9, 2017, at McLeod 
Health Clarendon.

Born Dec. 31, 1931, she was 
a daughter of  the late Charles 
Nettles Ridgeway and the late 

Naomi Bryant 
Ridgeway. She 
was a member of  
Manning Second 
Baptist Church 
and was a retired 
bookkeeper.

She is survived 
by a son, James 
C. “Jim” Spigner 

Jr. (Jennifer), of  Manning, 
and a daughter, Kim S. Park-
man (Jule) of  Sumter.

She was preceded in death 
by three brothers, Albert 
Ridgeway, Charles Ridgeway 
and William Ridgeway; and 
four sisters, Esther Taylor, 
Oneita Montjoy, Lorea Camp-
bell and Willowese Campbell.

A funeral service will be 
held at 11 a.m. Tuesday at 
Manning Second Baptist 
Church with the Rev. Tom 
Vassar officiating. Burial will 
follow in Trinity Cemetery.

Visitation will be from 5 to 7 
p.m. Monday at Stephens Fu-
neral Home and one hour 
prior to the service at Man-
ning Second Baptist Church 
on Tuesday.

The family requests memo-
rials to Manning Second Bap-
tist Church, P.O. Box 747, 
Manning, SC 29102.

The family would like to 
thank the staff  of  McLeod 
Health Clarendon for the care 
they provided.

Stephens Funeral Home & 
Crematory, 304 N. Church St., 
Manning, is in charge of  ar-
rangements, (803) 435-2179. 
www.stephensfuneralhome.
org

PAULINE B. CALHOUN

Pauline Bays Calhoun, 99, 
widow of  David H. Calhoun, 
died on Friday, Dec. 8, 2017, at 
her residence.

Born in Sandy 
Hook, Kentucky, 
she was a 
daughter of  the 
late Oscar and 
Lula Bays. Mrs. 
Calhoun was a 
member of  Cal-
vary Bible 
Church. She 

was active in the Lord’s 
work: teaching Child Evan-
gelism classes in public 
schools, teaching ladies’ 
Bible study classes, leading 
church choirs and playing 
the organ for local churches. 
She also assisted her hus-
band in their family-owned 
pharmacy.

Surviving are two sons, Dr. 
David B. Calhoun and his 
wife, Anne, of  Batavia, Illi-
nois, and John H. Calhoun 
and his wife, Eva, of  Sumter; 
one sister, Marie B. Doran of  
Lexington, Kentucky; three 
grandchildren, Allen Calhoun 
and his wife, Mary Ann, Isa-
bel Farrar and her husband, 
Jon, and Joanna Bieger and 
her husband, Andy; four great 
grandchildren, Ian, Zoe, Gra-
cie and Michael. 

She was preceded in death 
by one son, Paul H. Calhoun; 
one brother, Herbert Bays; 
and one sister, Lou Gray.

A graveside service will be 
held on Monday at 2 p.m. in 
the Sumter Cemetery with the 
Rev. Dr. Richard Harris and 
the Rev. Robert Skinner offici-
ating.

The family will receive 
friends at the home of  her 
son, 3035 Hermitage Drive, 
Sumter.

Memorials may be made to 
Calvary Bible Church, 770 N. 
Wise Drive, Sumter, SC 29150, 
or Bible Broadcasting Net-
work (BBN), P.O. Box 7300, 
Charlotte, NC 28241.

The family wishes to extend 
a special thank you to Agape 
Hospice for their loving care 
and support.

You may go to www.bullock-
funeralhome.com and sign the 
family’s guest book.

The family has chosen Bull-
ock Funeral Home for the ar-
rangements. 

KENNETH RICHBURG

Kenneth Richburg, 59, of  
Rambay Community, Sum-
merton, died on Wednesday, 
Dec. 6, 2017, in Clarendon 
County.

He was born on Aug. 13, 
1958, in Clarendon County to 
the late Douglas and Rachel 
Richburg.

Funeral services will be 

held at 1 p.m. Tuesday at St. 
John Missionary Baptist 
Church, 2928 St. John Church 

Road, Manning. 
Interment will 
follow in the 
church cemetery.

Viewing will 
be held on Mon-
day in the Cha-
pel of  King-
Fields Mortuary 
from 1 to 7 p.m.

Mr. Richburg will be placed 
in the church on Tuesday at 
noon until the hour of  ser-
vice.

The family is receiving 
friends at the home of  his son, 
Damien Gist, 100 Calhoun St., 
Manning.

Mr. Richburg’s mortal 
frame is peacefully resting in 
the professional care of  King-
Fields Mortuary, Summerton, 
(803) 485-5039.

KENNETH ‘HANK’ BROWN

Kenneth was born on Feb. 1, 
1954. He departed this life on 
Tuesday, Dec. 5, 2017.

At an early age Kenneth re-
ceived Christ as his personal 
Savior and joined the Kings-
bury Road Church of  Christ 
family and also attended Tab-
ernacle Baptist Church.

Kenneth graduated from 
Burke High School in 
Charleston, and then Den-
mark Technical College in 
Denmark, earning a degree 
in Culinary Arts. He enlisted 
in the U.S. Army in 1972 and 
served his country for two 
years.

Kenneth’s personal inter-
ests included All Things 
SPORTS!! As an avid lover of  
football (Oakland Raiders 
and Clemson), baseball (New 
York Yankees), and basket-
ball (Boston Celtics), he 
worked as a referee and um-
pire officiating with the De-
partment of  Recreation, the 
Skeezers, Gamecock League, 
and various other indepen-
dent leagues.

He leaves to cherish his 
memories three beautiful chil-
dren, Denise S. Brown, Ken-
neth Brown II and Kenya 
Bracey; significant other, Ms. 
Maxine B. Canty; six grand-
children, Tyren Horace, Dray-
lin Harriott, Kourtney Brown, 
Kristan Brown, Kendrah 
Brown and Kendyl Brown; 
one aunt, Claudine Bryan; 
one aunt-in-law, Eartha 
Brown; and three sisters, Bev-
erly Singleton, Rosiland 
Brown and Patreia O. Ben-
nett. He is also survived by a 
host of  nieces, nephews, cous-
ins, other relatives and 
friends. 

Kenneth was preceded in 
death by his mother, Mary 
Jane “Katie” Brown; father, 
Bishop Willie James Bennett; 
brothers, Jerome Brown and 
Lonnie “Nick” Brown; and 
sisters, Louise Brown, Doris 
Brown and Valenthia O. Ben-
nett; three aunts, Anna Ch-
isholm, Rosalee Bryan and 
Ruby Bryan; two uncles, Esau 
Brown and Jacob Brown, and 
William Bryan and Andrew 
Bryan.

Public viewing will be held 
on Monday from 2 to 6 p.m. at 
Job’s Mortuary.

Mr. Brown will be placed in 
the church on Tuesday at 
noon for viewing until the 
hour of  service.

Funeral service will be held 
on Tuesday at 1 p.m. at Salem 
Chapel & Heritage Center, 101 
S. Salem Ave, Sumter.

Interment will be held on 
Wednesday at 11 a.m. at Fort 
Jackson National Cemetery, 
Columbia.

Family are receiving friends 
at the home, 674 Sierra St., 
Sumter, SC 29154.

Job’s Mortuary Inc., 312 S. 
Main St., is in charge of  ar-
rangements.

Online memorials may be 
sent to the family at: jobsmor-
tuary@sc.rr.com or visit us on 
the web at: www.jobsmortu-
ary.net.

ELEANOR G. COUBAROUS

On Tuesday, Dec. 5, 2017, El-
eanor Gamble Coubarous, 
“Aunt Dinner,” widow of  the 
late Herman Coubarous Sr., 
exchanged time for eternity at 
the NHC nursing facility in 
Sumter.

 Born on Nov. 26, 1926, in 
Clarendon County, she was a 
daughter of  the late Edward 
and Irene Brown Gamble. 

 Service of  remembrance 
shall take place Monday at 11 
a.m. from the Fleming & De-
Laine Funeral Chapel, 222 W. 
Boyce St., where the Rev. 
George P. Windley Sr. shall 
preside. Words of  hope shall 
be brought by Minister Joe 
Roberts. The service of  com-
mittal shall follow in the 
Gamble family plot located in 
the Manning Cemetery.

 Public viewing shall take 
place today from 5 to 7 p.m. at 
the Fleming & DeLaine Fu-
neral Chapel.

 Fleming & DeLaine Funer-
al Home & Chapel of  Manning 
is in charge of  these services. 
Online condolences for the 
family may be sent to www.
flemingdelaine.com or 
flemingdelaine@aol.com.

IDA MAE KNOWLES

NORWALK, CT -- Ida Mae 
Davis Knowles, 72, wife of  
Robert Knowles Sr., died Fri-
day, Dec. 8, 2017, at Regency 
Hospital, Florence. She was 
born Dec. 18, 1944, a daughter 
of  the late Robert Blanding 
and Anna Burns.

The family is receiving 
friends at 1215 Tearcoat Road, 
Alcolu.

These services have been 
entrusted to Samuels Funeral 
Home, LLC, Manning.

WILLIE M. TURNER JR. 

Willie M. Turner Jr., 81, 
widower of  Flora Mitchum 
Turner, died Friday, Dec. 8, 
2017, at Palmetto Health-Tu-
omey.

Born Sept. 29, 1936, in Sum-
ter, he was a son of  the late 
Willie M. Turner Sr. and the 
late Margie Brown Turner. 
Mr. Turner was retired from 
Santee Print Works.

Survivors include two 
brothers, Lawrence Turner 
(Becky) and Carrol Turner 
(Becky), all of  Sumter; a 
step-son, Willie Kolb, of  
Sumter; three step-grand-
children; a great grandson; 
and a number of  nieces and 
nephews.

He was preceded in death 
by five brothers, Marvin 
Turner, Pete Turner, Edward 
Turner, Earl Turner and Ev-
erett Turner; and three sis-
ters, Elizabeth Flowers, Rena 
Card and Peggy Coleman.

A graveside service will be 
held at 2 p.m. Monday in the 
Pinewood Cemetery with the 
Rev. Sammy Geddings offici-
ating.

Nephews will serve as pall-
bearers.

The family will receive 
friends from 4 to 6 p.m. today 
at Elmore-Cannon-Stephens 
Funeral Home and other 
times at the home of  his 
brother, 48 Westwood Drive.

Memorials may be made to 
the Alzheimer’s Association, 
4124 Clemson Blvd., Suite L, 
Anderson, SC 29621.

Elmore-Cannon-Stephens 
Funeral Home and Crematori-
um of  Sumter is in charge of  
the arrangements.
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Charles Bostic, Jr. 
Bostic Insurance Agency, Inc.

704 Bultman Drive
Sumter, SC 29150

Bus: 803-775-8371

*Up to FDIC insured limits. Annual Percentage Yields as of 10-3-17. Advertised rates are 

subject to change at the Bank’s discretion. The minimum balance required to earn the stated 

APY is $500 (rates apply to deposits less than $100,000). A penalty may be imposed for 

withdrawals prior to maturity.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

Great rates - no worries*

1.55% APY* 
30-month CD

It’s a beautiful thing.
Let me help you choose an FDIC insured 
Certificate of Deposit from State Farm 
Bank® and watch your money grow.

Bank with a good neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR MORE 
INFORMATION.

Bank TM

1001287.3

*Up to FDIC insured limits. Annual Percentage Yields as of 10-3-17. Advertised rates are 

subject to change at the Bank’s discretion. The minimum balance required to earn the stated 

APY is $500 (rates apply to deposits less than $100,000). A penalty may be imposed for 

withdrawals prior to maturity.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL1001287.3
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spending money on another expenditure
in order to afford the piano lesson price
increase — eh, maybe. You might do that.
But if a luxury such as piano lessons is
taking priority over other expenditures,
what exactly is getting cut? Dinner that
you pick up on the way home for John-
ny’s lessons? Your daughter Callie’s soc-
cer camp? Anecdotally, I don’t think
most people will cut other expenses in
order to fund the increased cost of a lux-
ury service. 

Let’s consider the idea of pulling
Johnny out of his piano lessons. Clearly
it’s the most sensible thing to do, but
would it actually happen? Not if the is-
sue is wage stagnation. Now, if you lost
your job and needed to make some cuts,
then YouTube it is. But if you have the
same job you’ve always had and your
wages aren’t growing, then you probably
wouldn’t have the foresight to avoid
death by a thousand paper cuts. Instead,
you do what the statistics suggest you

would do — you would turn to debt.

Struggle worsens

Buckle up. We are currently experi-
encing the highest level of consumer
debt since … whenever you believe the
earth was populated. We collectively
owe $12.96 trillion — a number so ridicu-
lous it’s hard to even care. Yep, you
would go into debt for the piano lessons.
Don’t forget, the only thing that went
wrong was you didn’t get a raise while
the piano teacher did. 

This isn’t the real problem that wage
stagnation causes. If you enter into a pe-

riod of wage stagnation with consumer
debt, you’re in big trouble. And if you en-
ter into a period of wage stagnation with
inadequate retirement savings, you’re in
big trouble. 

This is the real problem. 
As time ticks by while your financial

blemishes remain due to a stagnant in-
come, your fate is sealed. Dramatic? Ar-
guably. True? Excruciatingly. All the
while you’re upset because you can’t
keep pace with your current lifestyle de-
mands. 

If you ever find yourself staring down
the barrel of the exact same income from
the previous year, don’t get distracted by
the pain to your current lifestyle. Take
the time to assess the damage to your
overall financial health and do what you
can to prevent time from ticking away.

Dunn is an author, speaker and radio
host., Have a question about money for
Pete the Planner? Email him at Ask-
Pete@petetheplanner.com
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Pete the Planner
Peter Dunn

USA TODAY

I used to be shocked when I’d hear
people say “I haven’t received a pay in-
crease in five years.” It’s not shocking
anymore. It’s sad. It’s why the wealth gap
is building. And it’s many people’s reali-
ty. When workers don’t participate in the
financial victories of the organizations
they serve, the debt bubble balloons and
the retirement crisis worsens. This is
how the wealth gap grows. 

Stagnant wages

Stagnant wages aren’t only a problem
in the present, but they will absolutely
destroy your financial future. 

When you think about stagnant
wages, the first thing that likely comes to
mind is losing traction on your current
lifestyle. As the prices of goods and ser-
vices increase over time, your wages lose
buying power. For instance, if the cost of
your son Johnny’s piano lessons in-
crease but your wages don’t, then you are
faced with some seemingly simple op-
tions. You can fund the increase by sav-
ing less money. You can fund the in-
crease by reallocating funds away from
another monthly expense. You can go
into debt. Or you can tell Johnny to learn
piano via YouTube. 

Let’s breakdown those options a bit
further:

Stability vs. wants

With the U.S. personal savings rate
(amount of disposable income set aside
for retirement) hovering around 3.4%,
you would like to think people wouldn’t
sacrifice future stability for present
wants, but it happens all the time.

The U.S. personal savings rate has
been on a pretty steady decline since
2008, when it climbed to around 8% fol-
lowing the Great Recession. If you’re
reading between the lines, then you’ve
come to the conclusion that when people
are scared they do exactly what they
should do — save. And when they get
less scared, they lose perspective — and
apparently memory — and stop saving.
OK, so the option of funding Johnny’s pi-
ano lessons by saving less money is ac-
tually pretty realistic. 

As for the idea that you would stop

The U.S. personal savings rate has
been on a steady decline since
2008, when it climbed to around
8% following the Great Recession.

You can get a handle on
growing wealth gap crisis

Expiration dates aren’t just for left-
overs: Your Internet and TV bills prob-
ably include one, too, and you’re going
to want to put it on your calendar.

That’s the date when whatever dis-
counts you got for signing up with a ser-
vice go away, leaving you paying a much
higher rate unless you call to negotiate
something better.

Your first step is finding that date so
you can put it on your calendar. That can
be less obvious than you’d think: Even if
you can remember when you signed up
for service, not all promotional dis-
counts end 12 months later. If you’re
lucky, that will be on your bill, but it
probably won’t be on the first page. 

For example, a Verizon Fios bill I in-
spected called out expiration dates for
various discounts on its second page in
reasonably clear language: “$55 inter-
net discount includes $20 discount ex-
piring 4/9/18 and $35 discount expiring
4/19/19. TV discount expires 4/9/19.”

The potential financial upshot: a
near-doubling of the bill from $99.99 to
$184.99. 

If you don’t see any reminders about
expiring promotions on your bill — or if
you have paperless billing, without a de-
tailed breakdown of your costs emailed
to you — log into your account online
and check there.

When it’s time to call and bargain for
a new rate, research your options first.
See what other companies will charge
for Internet and TV, even if provided
separately. While you might not have a
good choice of broadband providers,
many cable TV subscribers can credibly
threaten to switch to satellite TV.

Don’t forget merger-induced compli-
cations. If you had signed up for cable or
Internet from Time Warner Cable before
Charter purchased that firm two years
ago, you’ll eventually have to choose be-

tween paying the non-promotional
rate on your old plan or switching to a
newer bundle from the combined com-
pany, which now goes by Spectrum.

When you call to ask for a better
deal, be clear, but don’t be a jerk. Note
whatever options you have as well as
how long you’ve been a customer, then
say you’ll switch if you get stuck with a
non-promotional rate. You might then
get switched to a customer-retention
rep, whose job consists of getting you
to stick around.

Much of the time — as I’ve seen in
reports from readers and friends, as
well in posts in forums such as Red-
dit’s r/Frugal — asking will yield siz-
able rate differences. To put it another
way, if you don’t put in a few minutes
to ask, you will inevitably subsidize
the people who do take the time to bar-
gain.

Whatever the outcome of this chat,
don’t forget other ways to trim your
bill. Buy your cable modem if you’ve
been paying rent on it. Actually, you
should do that now unless there’s a
high probability you’ll move in the next
year.

You should certainly take a hard
look at the channels on your current
bundle and decide whether you need
them all, especially regional sports
networks that often carry a separate
surcharge.

Finally, if you’re not ready to cut the
cord entirely, consider ditching cable
service on a second or third TV in favor
of online streaming or over-the-air
broadcasts. 

That can easily save $10 to $20 in
hardware fees per set, although your
odds of being able to replace a cable
box with a free app from your TV pro-
vider are getting better.

DIGITAL DOLLARS

Save the date on
cable, Internet bills
After first-year discounts
end, it’s time to bargain

Rob Pegoraro
Special to USA TODAY

When you call to ask for
a better deal, be clear,
but don’t be a jerk.

An anticipated Federal Reserve in-
terest rate hike is the centerpiece of
this week’s economic news. Fed poli-
cymakers, along with many econo-
mists, are puzzled by wage growth and
inflation that remain modest despite a
17-year low in unemployment. But
they’re holding to the belief that work-
er shortages will eventually drive pay-
checks and consumer prices higher.

The Labor Department’s report
early Wednesday on the consumer
price index in November could provide
the Fed some additional ammunition
for its rate increase. But don’t bet on it.
Overall inflation likely was driven
higher by a surge in gasoline prices.
Fed officials, however, prefer to focus
on a core reading that excludes volatile
food and energy items. Upticks in rent
and medical costs likely nudged core
inflation higher but declines in airline
fares and hotel rates may have had the
opposite effect, Nomura economist
Lewis Alexander says. All told, econo-
mists estimate the total consumer
price index increased to 2.2% from 2%
but the core measure held steady at
1.8%, below the Fed’s 2% target.

A Fed rate hike later that day ap-
pears all but certain, with futures mar-
kets giving the move 90% odds. It
would be the Fed’s third quarter-point
bump this year. A big question is
whether Fed officials will modify their
median forecast of three rate increases

next year. Some economists say an un-
employment rate that’s expected to
continue falling, eventually driving pay
increases higher, could embolden the
Fed to predict four hikes in 2018. A likely
Republican tax cut that boosts econom-
ic growth could provide another reason
for policymakers to try to head off a run-
up in inflation. But economist Scott An-
derson of Bank of the West thinks Fed
officials will want to see evidence of
faster wage and price increases next
year before taking a more aggressive
stance on interest rates. The press con-
ference after the meeting will likely be
the last for Fed Chair Janet Yellen. Fed
Governor Jerome Powell is expected to
be confirmed by the Senate and take the
helm in February.

Retail sales have been healthy in re-
cent months as consumers benefit from
solid job and income growth. Econo-
mists expect the Commerce Depart-
ment on Thursday to announce that
both overall retail sales and a core mea-
sure that excludes volatile categories
such as orders and gas increased a stur-
dy 0.3% in November. The report will be
watched closely because it includes the
start of the holiday sales season.

Industrial production has been on a
roll, with manufacturers riding an im-
proving global economy. Automaking
likely retreated last month, but crude oil
production and electricity usage proba-
bly picked up, Alexander says. Econo-
mists expect the Fed on Friday to record
a moderate 0.2% rise in industrial pro-
duction for November.

THE WEEK AHEAD

Federal
Reserve
Chair
Janet
Yellen will
likely
preside
over her
final
meeting
this week.
SUSAN

WALSH/AP

Fed likely to raise interest
rates for third time this year
Paul Davidson
USA TODAY
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Most holiday cooking mishaps make good stories later. Remember the time you thought a clove of garlic

meant the entire bulb? But true cooking disasters, such as deep-fried turkey fires or sickened guests, aren’t

so funny. Here’s how insurance works when things go sour, plus tips to stay safe.

Holiday hosting tips
to keep guests safe 
— and insurance info, just in case 

Distracted cooking: recipe for disaster

Cooking is the leading cause of home
fires, according to the National Fire Pro-
tection Association. 

And the holidays are the peak season
for them, says Scott Humphrey, second
vice president of risk control for Travel-
ers Insurance.

According to Travelers claim data
from 2012 to 2016, home fire claims in-
creased 12%, on average, during the
week from Christmas to New Year’s Eve
compared to the typical week, he says.

“Especially during the holidays,
when preparing for a party, we’re multi-
tasking, and we sometimes forget about
safety,” says Kim Holland, a State Farm
agent in Hayward, Calif.

Homeowners insurance covers
structural damage, and both home and
renters insurance cover damage to be-
longings such as furniture and clothing. 

They also cover additional living ex-
penses, such as hotel bills, if the home is
uninhabitable while its undergoing re-
pair.

Tips:
❚ Watch what you’re cooking. “That’s

often met with, ‘Gee, that’s so obvi-
ous,’ ” Humphrey says. But unattended
cooking is the primary cause of kitchen
fires, according to the National Fire Pro-
tection Association. “Don’t start cook-
ing and then go do the laundry,” he says.

❚ Keep the cooking area free of flam-
mable items — remember to roll up
loose sleeves — and wipe up grease
spills right away.

❚ If a fire starts in the oven, keep the
oven door closed and turn off the heat.
If a fire starts on the stove top, smother
the flames with a lid. Don’t carry the
pan away from the stove, Humphrey
says. If these steps aren’t enough to ex-
tinguish the flames, evacuate and call
911.

❚ Deep-frying a turkey? Follow the
directions carefully, Humphrey says,
and keep the fryer away from the
house, deck, garage and other struc-
tures.

Too much holiday cheer 

If a guest overindulges in alcohol
at your home, drives and causes an
accident, you could face conse-
quences. Although you wouldn’t be
held responsible for the drunken
driver’s injuries, depending on state
laws you could be held liable for in-
juries to others involved in the acci-
dent, according to the Insurance In-
formation Institute, a trade group.

Home insurance usually includes
liquor liability coverage, which would
pay your legal costs up to the policy
limits if an accident victim sued you.
Limits typically are $100,000 to
$300,000. Check your policy for ex-
clusions, limits and conditions.

Tips
❚ “Have a plan for how your guests

will get home if you’re serving alco-
hol,” Holland says. 

❚ Before the party, discuss with
your guests who the designated driv-
ers will be.

❚ Serve plenty of food, and offer
non-alcoholic drinks.

Food poisoning

It’s one thing when people don’t
like your cooking, but it’s another if
they get sick. The medical payments
coverage under home or renters insur-
ance would pay guests’ medical ex-
penses, up to the policy’s limits, if
they got sick or injured in your home.
The limits are typically between
$1,000 and $5,000 per person.

Home and renters insurance poli-
cies also include liability coverage,
which would pay your defense costs
and any court awards if a guest sued
you. Liability limits usually start
around $100,000 per incident. You
can get more liability coverage by pay-
ing extra.

Tips
The Centers for Disease Control

and Prevention advises:
❚ Wash your hands after handling

raw meat or eggs and unwashed vege-
tables and before and after preparing
food, eating or drinking.

❚ Use pasteurized eggs for eggnog
and recipes that call for raw eggs.

❚ Keep cold food cold and hot food
hot. Refrigerate leftovers within two
hours.

❚ Thaw meat safely in the refriger-
ator or in cold water that’s changed
every 30 minutes — never at room
temperature.

❚ Use an instant-read thermometer
to make sure foods are fully cooked.

Marquand is a staff writer at Nerd-
Wallet, a personal finance website
and USA TODAY content partner.
Email: bmarquand@nerdwallet
.com. Twitter: @barbaramarquand.
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at least to their full retirement age or
FRA.” FRA is the age at which a person
may first become entitled to full or un-
reduced Social Security retirement
benefits.

❚ Higher survivors benefit. Working
to FRA or beyond comes with one big
benefit. “If you’re married and the high-
er earner, your widow(er) will get that
higher monthly Social Security benefit
as your survivor,” Sass said. “And that
should push the present value of the So-
cial Security benefits for most such
workers in favor of delay.”

❚ Money in your nest egg. Working
until FRA or beyond does require, how-
ever, that you have enough money ear-
marked for retirement. “A key strategy is
building a ‘nest egg’ before retirement to
draw from instead of starting Social Se-

curity right away to gain the benefits of
larger checks,” said Daniel Keady, chief
financial planning strategist for TIAA. 

❚ How you can work longer.
Keady suggests investing in yourself

by updating your skills before you may
need to retire from your current posi-
tion. Sass agrees that you might need to
look elsewhere. “The first thing is to get
a job that will allow you to work longer,”
he said. “If that’s not your current job,
find another.”

❚ Consider part-time work, retiring
at different times. If full-time work is
not an option, part-time employment
income can make a large difference.
Also: If one spouse may not be able to
work longer, can the other? “Both earn-
ers retiring at the same time may not be
an option for some couples,” Keady said.

RETIREMENT

Looking for a key to security? Work longer
Robert Powell
Columnist

USA TODAY

The key to a secure retirement isn’t
saving more. It’s working longer.

Or at least so says research published
by the Center for Retirement Research
at Boston College (CRR). “Working long-
er is one of the most effective ways to
improve prospects for a secure retire-
ment,” wrote Geoffrey Sanzenbacher
and Steven Sass, authors of Is Working
Longer a Good Prescription for All?. “It
increases monthly Social Security
benefits, allows more time for saving in
401(k)s and shortens the period of re-
tirement that assets need to cover.”

Working longer is also widely seen as
a reasonable response, because the au-
thors wrote, people are living longer and
healthier lives. The question, however,
is whether this prescription is realistic
for individuals across the socioeconom-
ic spectrum, from less-educated work-
ers to educated workers.

And the answer is a qualified yes.
“The basic advice is that working

longer is by far the most effective way to
gain a more financially secure retire-
ment,” Sass said in an interview. “Retir-
ing at age 70, as opposed to age 62, in-
creases your Social Security monthly
benefit at least 75%.”

❚ Work to at least full retirement
age. According to Sass, less-educated
workers typically plan on retiring too
soon to gain a financially secure retire-
ment. “They might not need to work till
they’re 70,” he said. “But they should
plan on working into their latter 60s or

“Working
longer is
often the
best
answer,
but it may
not always
be easy to
execute
for the
employee,”
said Daniel
Keady,
chief
financial
planning
strategist
for TIAA.
GETTY

IMAGES/

ISTOCKPHOTO

Other things to consider if
you want to work longer:

❚ Don’t use your default retire-
ment age. From a preretiree’s per-
spective, rather than using the de-
fault retirement age in your retire-
ment plan, override it with a real-
istic date of retirement based on
actual occupation and any health
issues, Keady said.

❚ Create a detailed budget.
Create a detailed budget to better
understand actual projected ex-
penses in retirement rather than a
default income replacement ratio.
“Be sure to include health care ex-
penses and any changes to project-
ed lifestyle — such as downsizing
of the home,” Keady said. “In some
cases, reduced spending may be
an alternative to working longer.”

❚ What’s your plan B? Regard-
less of occupation, Keady said it’s
always a good exercise for some-
what older employees to ask: If I
have to retire tomorrow, what does
it look like in my retirement plan?
“Insight is the first step to building
a Plan B — just in case,” he said.

❚ Get help. The planning re-
quired to work longer and achieve
retirement security can be compli-
cated. You may need to work with a
professional, Keady said.

Powell contributes regularly to
USA TODAY, TheStreet, and “The
Wall Street Journal.” Got questions
about money? Email rpowell@all-
thingsretirement
.com.
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‘A date which will 
live in infamy ...’
— Franklin D. Roosevelt after the Empire of 
Japan’s attack on Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941

T
he Sumter Item remembers the courageous military members 
who lost their lives at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, 76 years ago. During 
this attack that led to a declaration of  war by the United States, 

2,403 men and women died. According to the U.S. Navy Museum, 188 air-
craft were destroyed and 159 damaged. Joseph Sweetman, whose son 
Mark lives in Sumter, took photographs of  the attack that were used by 
The Associated Press. All photos on this page were taken from Sumter 
Item archives.

Reach Item Archivist Sammy Way at waysammy@yahoo.com or (803) 774-1294.

Sammy Way

REFLECTIONS
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Shaw Field air show thrills crowd; museum needs artifacts
75 YEARS AGO — 1943

July 3 — July 9
• An exhibition of  aircraft, 

including everything from a 
Cub to a Flying Fortress, will 
highlight Shaw Field’s open 
house and air show. In cele-
bration of  Independence Day, 
Shaw Field will offer the peo-
ple of  South Carolina, espe-
cially the teenage boys of  the 
state, the unprecendented op-
portunity of  seeing first hand 
the planes that are now mak-
ing history over Europe. A 
large display of  bombers, 
pursuit ships, transports and 
observation planes will be as-
sembled on the runways 
within the arm’s reach of  the 
visitors, many of  whom have 

never seen 
these giants 
of  the air on 
the ground.

• The army, 
an informed 
source said 
today, has 
agreed to 
turn over to 
hard-pressed 
civilian in-
dustry 10 
percent of  
the approxi-

mately 13,000 to be relin-
quished. All would be stu-
dents of  engineering, since 
the army wants to hold on to 
its medical trainees and oth-
ers in highly mechanical cat-
egories. The men released by 
the Army will not be selected 
until they have completed 
their courses.

• A formal military ball, 
featuring a grand march, a 
floor show and free long-dis-
tance calls, will be given by 
the Sumter USO club as a cli-
max to Independence Day 
celebrations. The enlisted 
men and WACCS of  Shaw 
Field have been invited to the 
affair which is scheduled to 
begin at 8:30 with a concert 
by the Shaw Field band, to be 
broadcast over radio station 
WFIG. At 9 o’clock the grand 
march, which is to be led by 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Moses, 
will begin. Free long-distance 
calls to the men and the aux-
iliaries will be given immedi-
ately following the march.

• South Carolina’s more 
than 1,000 penitentiary pris-
oners won’t have to worry 
about food shortages and ra-
tion points — their larder is 
well stocked. Superintendent 
James S. Wilson said that the 
major portion of  the food 
consumed by the inmates was 
being produced on part of  the 
5,000 acres of  land in Rich-
land, Kershaw and Sumter 
counties owned by the state.

• Gene Moses, playing par 
golf  through the 15th hole, 
defeated Ryan Kennedy in the 
final match of  the annual 
Sunset Country Club Coca 
Cola Handicap tournament 
Sunday afternoon, thereby 
gaining for himself  posses-
sion of  the Coca-Cola cup for 
one year. Kennedy, who was 
having an off  day on the 
links, trailed his opponent al-
most throughout the match 
and was finally downed on 
the 15th hole, with Moses 
leading five up and only three 
to go.

• Two Sumter cadets at The 
Citadel have been appointed 
to cadet rank and have been 
assigned in orders recently is-
sued by Col. C. M. McMurray, 
professor of  military science 
and tactics. Cadet Ferd O. 
Lawson Jr., a member of  the 
third (sophomore) class, has 
been appointed cadet platoon 
sergeant of  Company D. He is 
the son of  Mr. and Mrs. F. O. 
Lawson and Cadet Charles 
Propst; a member of  the third 
class also has been appointed 
cadet sergeant, also of  compa-
ny D. He is the son of  Mr. and 
Mrs. G. C. Propst.

• A crowd of  20,000 persons 
from Sumter and many sec-
tions of  the state turned out 
for Shaw Field’s biggest air 
show. Automobiles bearing 
spectators to the giant Inde-
pendence Day celebration 
jammed U.S. 76 from Sumter 
to Shaw Field, and in the 
other direction from Colum-
bia to the air base and parked 
cars whose occupants 

watched the spectacle from 
outside the gates lined the 
highway on both sides for 
miles in each direction. One 
local man traveling to Colum-
bia reported that it took him 
one hour and 45 minutes to 
get from Myers’ store to 
Shaw Field early in the after-
noon.

50 YEARS AGO — 1968

March 3 — March 9
• The Sumter County Board 

of  Adjustment granted Grant 
L. Swartz special permission 
to construct a private airstrip 
on his property near Jeffer-
son Road and Camden High-
way, provided certain limita-
tions are observed. Use of  the 
facility is restricted by a legal 
agreement between Swartz 
and the county, and the per-
mit will be terminated when 
property adjacent to the air-
strip is developed. The board 
prescribed that “developed” 
meant opening of  a road for 
public use with lots adjacent 
to such road having been of-
fered for sale to the public. 
The permit is also subject to 
review in five years by the 
board.

• The Housing Authority of  
the City of  Sumter now has 
acquired or has option to 
purchase 76 percent of  the 
property in the proposed 
Civic Center, according to 
Ramon Schwartz, chairman. 
The property acquired or 
under option represents 18 of  
the 26 individual parcels that 
the authority was authorized 
to purchase. Affected proper-
ty owners were commended 
by Schwartz for their “spirit 
of  cooperation” in the face of  
hardship in having to vacate 
the area that will become the 
Civic Center. 

• SSgt. Harold J. Smith of  
the 4417th Combat Crew 
Training Squadron has been 
named Shaw’s distinguished 
first term re-enlistee for 1967. 
Smith, a crew chief  on the 
RB-66 Destroyer, gave several 
reasons why he chose a ca-
reer in the Air Force. He said 
that most of  all he liked his 
job and its responsibilities, 
and he also felt that there 
was more of  a chance for ad-
vancement in the Air Force 
than in civilian life. A native 
of  Gladwin, Michigan, Smith 
entered the Air Force in 
April 1962. He completed 
basic training at Lackland 
Air Force Base, Texas, and 
aircraft mechanics technical 
school at Amarillo Air Force 
Base, Texas.

• Construction in the Sum-
ter metropolitan area rose by 
about $95,000 during Febru-
ary over a year ago, accord-
ing to building permits issued 
for the two periods. February 
permits for the entire county 
totaled $449,538, of  which 
$279,238 were issued in the 
city of  Sumter, $123,850 in the 
three-mile area surrounding 
the city and $46,450 in the re-
mainder of  the county. The 

$39,600 enclosed-mall shop-
ping center to be constructed 
across Broad Street from 
Wesmark Plaza was the most 
significant permit issued.

• Two key Ninth Air Force 
staff  officers were retired 
from active duty at Shaw Air 
Force Base, ending distin-
guished military careers to-
taling nearly 56 years of  ser-
vice. Col. Benjamin F. Chap-
man, director of  operations 
services, and Col. John P. Re-
maklus, director of  airlift, 
were honored in a ceremony 
held at Ninth Air Force head-
quarters. Maj. Gen. Gordon 
M. Graham, Ninth Air Force 
commander, was on hand to 
present the veteran officers 
with Air Force Commenda-
tion Medals.

• A year ago, as the fans 
filed out of  the Edmunds gym 
where they had watched the 
Optimist-sponsored boxing 
show, Sumter boxing coach 
Burke Watson stood in the 
emptying building and dis-
cussed the night’s activities. 
“This was a good crowd,” he 
said. “I hope, maybe, in the 
future we can stage a two-day 
tournament here instead of  a 
one-day affair.”

• The Lyceum Committee 
and Morris College Choral 
Society will present the con-
cert choir of  the University 
of  South Carolina on Sunday 
evening in White Hall Audito-
rium. The concert choir is 
open by audition to anyone 
registered at the university. It 
consists at the present time 
of  48 music majors and nine 
non-music majors. The choir 
rehearses three hours and 40 
minutes each week. Perfor-
mances are frequent and in-
clude formal and informal 
concerts, radio and television 
appearances and an annual 
tour of  South Carolina. The 
choir has received 80 invita-
tions to perform at high 
schools this year.

• John Marion Evans of  
Sumter has been named exec-
utive director of  the South 
Carolina Republican Party. 
The State GOP Executive 
Committee unanimously ap-
proved Evans’ selection on 
recommendation of  state 
chairman Harry S. Dent. He 
will succeed Ray Harris of  
Darlington who resigned to 
be a candidate for Congress 
from the 6th District. Evans 
was a businessman in Sumter 
until Dec. 1 when he joined 
the staff  of  the State Republi-
can Party as director of  the 
organization. He has been ac-
tive in Republican work for 
several years, serving as state 
executive committeeman and 
county chairman from Sum-
ter County.

25 YEARS AGO — 1992

Dec. 4 — 10
• The rumble of  National 

Guard vehicles and the roar 
of  a state helicopter were 
about the only sounds 
heard in Sumter on Friday 

night, as two days of  under-
cover drug arrests left little 
for nearly 100 law enforce-
ment agents and Guards-
men to do. More than 65 
people were arrested on 
drug charges in two days of  
undercover arrests in prep-
aration for this weekend’s 
joint exercise with local, 
state and federal law en-
forcement officers and vol-
unteers from the local Na-
tional Guard and State 
Guard units.

• If  nothing else, asses-
sors will quickly tell you 
that they have little to do 
with the amount of  taxes 
you pay on your property. 
So, put away the shotgun. 
Of  course, the entire pro-
cess of  determining how 
much your property is 
worth starts in the Sumter 
County Assessor’s Office, 
which is during a four-year 
reassessment program. 

• Some eighth-graders in 
Sumter are mapping out 
their careers as butchers, 
bakers, candlestick makers, 
occupational therapists, 
computer programmers, 
college professors and bank 
loan officers. Bates Middle 
School and Ebenezer Junior 
High School are two of  96 
South Carolina schools par-
ticipating this year in a new 
career-planning program. 
Next year, the program will 
be implemented statewide.

• All of  the fun, food and 
sounds of  the season will be 
at the Commons area of  
Sumter High School. The 
annual District 17 Christ-
mas Extravaganza will be 
held from 11 a.m. to 7:30 
p.m. and feature all the ex-
citement of  years past. In 
addition to the activities in 
the Commons area, basket-
ball games featuring Dis-
trict 17 and area schools 
will be held in the gymnasi-
um all day long.

• Sumter High head coach 
Tom Lewis had trouble pin-
pointing all of  the factors 
which contributed to the 
Gamecocks’ 27-24 overtime 
loss to Gaffney in the 4A Di-
vision I state championship 
game. “This is probably one 
of  the most difficult losses 
I’ve ever had,” said Lewis, 
who has led the Gamecocks 
to three consecutive state 
championship appearanc-
es… “We have been here the 
last three years, but we 
have only won one; it is dis-
appointing.”

• The annual Morris Col-
lege Thanksgiving Day 
Rally raised about $750,000 
for the college. The col-
lege’s fundraising goal for 
the academic year is one 
million dollars, which 
should be achieved by its 
annual Mid-Winter Banquet 
Rally held in February. The 
members of  the college’s 
faculty and staff  raised 
more than $20,000 while the 
student body, which con-

sists of  792 students, raised 
the tremendous amount of  
$9,000. For a small, indepen-
dent college like Morris col-
lege, these amounts are 
spectacular.

• One of  the neat things 
about traveling all over this 
great country of  ours is 
that, regardless of  where 
you go, something took 
place there that shaped our 
nation into what it is today. 
History is everywhere. It is 
in the North and the South, 
the West and the Midwest, 
but nowhere is it recorded 
more than right here in 
South Carolina. Even 
though the Palmetto State 
is among the smallest of  the 
50, a lot has happened here 
over the course of  its histo-
ry. From its founding by the 
English in the late 1600s to 
the present, many of  the re-
corded deeds of  this nation 
can be traced or found in 
South Carolina.

• When Allen Johnson 
stepped on the field as the 
head coach of  the Claren-
don Hall Saints in their sea-
son opener against Hud-
gens, he was preparing to 
watch his first independent 
school football game in its 
entirety. The Saints defeat-
ed Hudgens 12-6 to start a 
season that would have 
them go undefeated until 
losing in the SCISAA 2A 
state championship game to 
Patrick Henry. Because of  
his role in that 12-1 season, 
Johnson has been named 
The Item All-Independent 
Coach of  the Year.

• State and local officials 
will study the success of  a 
drug sweep staged in Sum-
ter by a half-dozen agencies 
to see if  such a crackdown 
can be used in other cities. 
Sumter Police Chief  Harold 
Johnson was so pleased 
with the smooth operation 
with more than 80 arrests, 
he is planning the next one 
already. But Johnson said 
this morning the public will 
not hear about the next one 
in advance.

• Commemorations 
planned for the anniversary 
of  the Japanese attack on 
Pearl Harbor are low key, 
almost as quiet as the Sun-
day morning 51 years ago 
before the sound of  air-
planes broke the tropical 
stillness. They “came down 
the ramp where we parked 
the planes. The first one 
strafed the cockpits with in-
cendiaries. They burned 
out the middle of  the 
planes. They had it planned 
well.” The attack came 
without warning or a decla-
ration of  war, killed 2,403 
Americans and wounded 
1,178 and plunged the Unit-
ed States into World War II.

• Sumter County officials 
hope their five-year wait for 
a landfill permit will soon 
be over. Eddie Newman, the 
county’s public works di-
rector, told Sumter County 
Council that he hopes to get 
a final list of  requirements 
from the state Department 
of  Health and Environmen-
tal Control. The Sumter 
County Landfill, which 
opened more than 20 years 
ago, is located on U.S. 76 
East near Brewington Road, 
and the county has been 
trying for the past five 
years to expand the facility 
by more than 80 acres.

• The Sumter County Mu-
seum staff  needs help from 
area residents to find arti-
facts, photographs and in-
formation for an upcoming 
exhibit. In celebration of  
Black History Month dur-
ing February, the museum 
will feature a display illus-
trating the accomplish-
ments of  African-American 
dentists and medical doc-
tors who once practiced in 
the area but have now re-
tired or died. The museum 
needs items relating to 
these medical professionals 
for the exhibit.

Reach Sumter Item Archi-
vist Sammy Way at waysam-
my@yahoo.com or (803) 774-
1294.

SUMTER ITEM FILE PHOTO

When a heavy afternoon rainfall flooded the 200 block of Church Street in 1943, two children, Boy Scout 
Paul Moore and Tommy Green, made the most of it. They got a canoe made by Moore and started paddling. 
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Coyotes are in our world, like it or not

T
he scrappy-looking coyote 
was standing broadside in 
the logging road at about 

150 yards. I hesitated for just a 
moment, but it was enough to 
give the coy dog an edge. He 
turned and trotted away, down 
the road. 

It was midmorning, and I was sit-
ting in a tower stand 
looking for a buck 
when the coyote sud-
denly appeared. My 
rifle came up auto-
matically, and I 
quickly found him in 
the crosshairs of  the 
scope. With the dog 
trotting away, it was 
a very narrow tar-
get, but I wasn’t 
going to give this 

critter a pass. My shot kicked up dirt 
under the coyote’s feet. It was a miss!

Coyotes are in our world now, 
whether we like it or not. Deer hunt-
ers encounter them probably more 
than anyone else, and the South Car-
olina Department of  Natural Re-
sources estimates that hunters kill at 
least 30,000 of  them a year. 

Some deer hunters won’t shoot 
them, thinking that the shot will scare 
off  the deer and ruin their hunt. Sum-
ter resident Terry Barr knows better. 
He’s shot six coyotes in Manchester 
Forest and two in Sparkleberry 
Swamp this year. He has shot a coyote, 
and a deer walked out of  the same 
trail 30 minutes later. 

Terry is certainly doing his part to 
help keep coyote numbers down. 
Trapping is another method that 
sportsmen and landowners can use 
to keep coyotes in check. Trapping is 
most effective in late winter and 
early spring, before fawning and 
nesting seasons begin.

Coyotes didn’t evolve here with 
other native animals. They were a 
western species that invaded the 
East naturally, and in some instanc-
es, with the help of  man. DNR thinks 
that some were brought to the up-
state by houndsmen and released in 
fox pens. Others trickled into the 
state across the Savannah River. 

I first encountered coyotes in Loui-
siana back in the ’70s, when I was 
stationed at Fort Polk for Army basic 
training. I was surprised to see them 
in the piney woods. I thought they 
belonged in Texas and the western 
deserts. Years later I saw one on an 
interstate roadside closer to home.

The first one that I saw in South 
Carolina was near Goat Island in the 
early ’90s. I thought that it was a 
wild dog until my mind reluctantly 
decided — it was a coyote. Now, I oc-
casionally see them near my house 
off  McCrays Mill Road.

My brother Matt and I attended a 
wildlife management seminar hosted 

by Plum Creek a few years ago. One 
of  the topics presented by retired 
DNR biologist and Quality Deer 
Management founder Joe Hamilton 
was about coyotes. Joe said that he 
was not too concerned when coyotes 
first appeared in the East because he 
thought that common canine diseas-
es would infect them and keep the 
numbers down. He was right, but he 
realized after a few years that the 
coyotes would live long enough to re-
produce, and their numbers would 
continue to climb. 

Coyotes are opportunistic feeders 
with rabbits, rodents and other small 
mammals comprising the majority 
of  their prey. Studies at the Savan-
nah River Site in Aiken County 
found that coyotes can negatively 
impact deer numbers by preying 
heavily on fawns. The study docu-
mented a 70 percent loss of  fawns to 
predators, with coyotes taking 80 
percent of  the loss. 

In more urban areas, coyotes prey 
heavily on domestic animals and 
pets. Small dogs and house cats are 
especially vulnerable after dark. 
Hunters can’t operate in urban 
areas, and coyotes are more difficult 
to manage in residential areas. 
Trapping and hazing is used by 
towns and municipalities to keep 
coyote impacts somewhat manage-
able. 

The eerie barks, yips and howls of  
the coyote are no longer restricted to 
the wild West. They are here in the 
Carolina landscape, and like it or 
not, a part of  our world. 

Reach Dan Geddings at cdgeddings@
gmail.com.

Dan
Geddings

PHOTO PROVIDED

Terry Barr shot these two coyotes on a deer hunt on Manchester State Forest.

Bear population in S.C. 
rising; experts warning 
motorists to use caution

CLEMSON — The second-
most-prolific mountain bear-
hunting season in South Caro-
lina history and more fre-
quent encounters with the an-
imals along the state’s roads 
reflect a rising bear popula-
tion and increasing habitat 
encroachment, Clemson Uni-
versity and S.C. Department 
of  Natural Resources wildlife 
experts say.

SCDNR bear biologist 
Tammy Wactor urges motor-
ists to use caution, especially 
around dawn and dusk when 
bears tend to travel.

“Slow down. Watch what 
you’re doing,” Wactor said. 
“You can’t control an animal 
being on the road whether it’s 
a deer or a bear, but you’re in 
bear country, and there’s 
wildlife that’s going to be on 
the highway. You just need to 
watch out when you’re riding 
at night.”

This year, the bear season 
consisted of  two weeks in 
Game Zone 1, which includes 
portions of  Anderson, Oconee 
and Pickens counties, running 
from Oct. 17-23 for still hunts 
(no dogs) and Oct. 24-30 for 
party dog hunts.

During that timeframe, the 
total mountain harvest was 
108 bears, which ranks second 
only to the 127 harvested in 
2013.

But Wactor said the bear 
harvest this season was not 
unexpected and noted it was 
influenced by a storm that led 
to bears traveling to find food.

“It’s not concerning that we 
had 108 (bears harvested) be-
cause, with population growth, 
your harvest number should be 
increasing every year,” she 
said. “But it does fluctuate 
based on acorn load or mass 
production, and then you have 
special events that can increase 
or decrease the likelihood of  
hunters to come across bears.”

Every state in the U.S. now 
has a state wildlife action 
plan, and while South Caroli-
na’s black bear population is 

growing and it is considered a 
game species, as of  the state’s 
2015 action plan the black 
bear is listed as a moderate 
priority species of  conserva-
tion concern.

“It’s a species we need on the 
landscape, so you can bet that 
SCDNR is going to continue to 
monitor the population and 
pay attention to harvests and 
roadkill numbers,” said Shari 
Rodriguez, Clemson University 
assistant professor of  Human 
Dimensions of  Wildlife.

Wactor said South Caroli-
na’s bear population has been 
increasing during the last 20 
years and is expected to con-
tinue to do so, meaning har-
vest numbers will also in-
crease. A bigger concern is 
the number of  roadkills out-
side the hunting season and 
the effect those might have on 
the bear population. There 
were about 20 bears killed 
along Upstate roads in 2016, 
and the total has already 
climbed above 30 this year.

“People are expanding into 
places where bears have been 
for decades; the bear popula-
tion is growing, and the bears 
have less habitat,” she said. 
“This year, the reason you get 
these abnormal years is mass 
production. When there are 
no acorns to eat — and we’ve 
had very little soft mass, 
which would be the blackber-
ries during the summer — 
bears have to move around to 
find food. And when they’re 
moving a lot more than they 
normally do, they’re going to 
get hit more.”

Greg Yarrow, chair and pro-
fessor of  Clemson’s forestry 
and environmental conserva-
tion department, said while 
the state’s black bear popula-
tion is “healthy,” it has begun 
to expand outside the tradi-
tional focal areas of  the moun-
tains and the coastal plains.

“Part of  the challenge is 
going to be being able to sus-
tain the bear populations in a 
rapidly developing area where 
you have more highways sys-
tems and more interactions 
with people,” Yarrow said. 

BY STEVEN BRADLEY
Clemson University Media Relations

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

This 2010 photo provided by Trent Procter shows Procter, of Swan River, Manitoba, during rehabili-
tation, months after his Savage Arms stainless steel 10ML-II muzzleloader exploded and severely 
injured his left hand. Savage Arms recently agreed to pay a confidential settlement to Procter to re-
solve his lawsuit, one of several that allege the company kept a defective firearm on the market.

Gun maker’s exploding rifle 
leaves trail of injured hunters

IOWA CITY, Iowa — It was 
the opening day of  deer 
hunting season, and Ronald 
Hansen says he loaded his 
rifle the same way he had 
countless times before, 
aimed at a target and fired a 
shot.

This time, the gun barrel 
exploded, knocking the 
farmer from Hampton, Iowa, 
backward, severely damag-
ing his right hand and ear 
and burning his face.

Unknown to Hansen, the 
manufacturer of  the rifle 
that injured him in 2014 had 
received other complaints of  
explosions and injuries over 
the prior decade. Customers 
repeatedly reported that the 
barrel of  the stainless steel 
10 ML-II muzzleloader ex-
ploded, burst, split or 
cracked, according to thou-
sands of  court documents 
reviewed by The Associated 
Press.

Lawyers for the company, 
Westfield, Massachusetts-
based Savage Arms, were ex-
pected to appear Wednesday 
in federal court in Iowa to 
defend against a lawsuit filed 

by Hansen. He is seeking 
damages for his injuries, al-
leging the company failed to 
warn customers about the 
defect.

It’s one of  several lawsuits 
that have claimed the com-
pany recklessly kept the 
muzzleloaders on the market 
even as they kept occasional-
ly mangling hands, damag-
ing hearing and burning 
faces. At least three have 
been settled on a confiden-
tial basis since last year.

Martin Crimp, a Michigan 
State University metals ex-
pert who examined a 10ML-
II that exploded and caused 
a hunter to lose multiple fin-
gers in 2009, told the AP the 
barrel of  that gun was “met-
allurgically defective.”

An expert hired by Han-
sen’s lawyers came to a simi-
lar conclusion, saying the 
steel used to make the rifle 
was prone to catastrophic 
failure after repeat firings.

Anthony Pisciotti, an out-
side lawyer for Savage Arms, 
said he wasn’t authorized to 
comment. A spokesman for 
its parent company, Vista 
Outdoor, didn’t return mes-
sages.

Savage Arms, which dis-

continued the gun in 2010 
after thousands were on the 
market, has insisted it’s safe 
when used properly, has no 
defects and was designed in 
accordance with industry 
standards.

Savage Arms has argued 
that operator error is to 
blame for the explosions, 
saying users must have cre-
ated too much pressure in-
side the barrel either by 
loading two bullets or using 
the wrong amount or type of  
gunpowder. It has issued a 
safety notice on its website 
warning owners to “careful-
ly follow the safe loading 
procedures” in the product 
manual to avoid injuries.

Hansen’s case highlights 
how gun makers, unlike 
manufacturers of  other con-
sumer products, have the 
sole discretion to decide 
themselves whether to recall 
potentially dangerous weap-
ons. In 1976, Congress 
blocked the newly created 
Consumer Product Safety 
Commission, which has 
broad authority to regulate 
everything from toasters to 
toys and BB guns, from re-
stricting the manufacture or 
sale of  firearms.

BY RYAN J. FOLEY
The Associated Press



Great for person looking for extra income.
If you have good dependable transportation and a 
phone in your home and a desire to earn a good 

extra income...

COME BY & APPLY AT
36 W. Liberty Street

Sumter, SC

CONTRACTORS WANTED!*
For Routes in Our Delivery Area
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*PRN CONTRACTORS AS NEEDED.

WE’REWE’RE
 ALL   ALL
 EARS     EARS

Questions?
Comments?
Story Ideas?
Let us know 

how we’re doing.

 Street
803.774.1200

www.theitem.com

Split Oak Firewood $55 for truck
load, 2 truck loads for $100.
Delivered stacked. 843-536-6050

Nice 3BR 2BA SW on 1 acre. 5 min.
to Shaw. Priv lot. $650mo. + dep.
803-983-0371

Scenic Lake
2 & 3BR 2BA No pets, Section 8
accepted. 499-1500 or 469-6978
btwn 9am-5pm

Golden Kernel Pecan Co.
1200 C Pocalla Rd 968-9432

We buy pecans, sell Pecan halves,
Chocolate & all flavors & Fruit cake
mix. Gift Pkgs avail. M-F 9-5 Sat 9-1

Mobile Home
Rentals

4 Cemetery Plots in Evergreen
Cemetery $6000 for all 4 Call
803-775-4045

Savondria S. Pack
3/31/80-12/9/05

Twelve years ago you left us. it still
seems new. Twelve years and we all
miss you. We thank God for the life
we shared and the memories we
have. Sadly missed, Your Family

For Sale
or Trade

For rent 3 large bedrooms, 2 full
baths, great room, fireplace, dining
room, breakfast nook, laundry room,
fenced yard, school district 17. $700
a month 803-972-0771

Houses for rent 2 & 3BR
Call 773-7789

For Sale TONS & TONS of fire wood
premium seasoned oak. U haul $45
per pick up load, delivered 1 cord
$130. Call Collins Tree Service
803-499-2136

Unfurnished
Homes

Firewood

We buy pecans! $1 per pound.
Warren E. Coker Farms, 341 W.
Main St. Olanta. 843-319-1884.

I Found it in the
CLASSIFIEDS

GET THE 
CLASSIFIEDS
DELIVERED
TO YOUR 
DOOR.
803-774-1258

JOBS
HOMES
APARTMENTS
CARS
BOATS
MOTORCYCLES
BIKES
FURNITURE
PETS
GARAGE SALES
& MORE

Farm Products

Huntington Place Apartments
Rents from $625 per month

1 Month free*
*13 Month lease required
Leasing office located at

Ashton Mill Apartment Homes
595 Ashton Mill Drive

803-773-3600
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9-5

MERCHANDISEMERCHANDISE

In Loving Memory of
Raymond Lee Barno
December 11, 2017

Happy Birthday Daddy in heaven,
Love your daughter Jessica and

Mom

Unfurnished
Apartments

German Shepherd Puppies $225
Black, tan and gray, Non Registered.
Call 803-968-5392 or 968-6068

Dogs

RENTALSRENTALS

NOTICE OF SUMTER
CITY-COUNTY PLANNING

COMMISSION MEETING

The Sumter City-County Planning
Commission will hold its regular
meeting on Wednesday, December
20, 2017 at 3:00 P.M. in the City
Council Chambers located on the
Fourth Floor of the Sumter Opera
House (21 North Main Street,
Sumter, South Carolina). This is a
public meeting.

If there are any questions, please
call George McGregor or Donna
McCullum at (803) 774-1660.

Legal Notice
Experienced auto detail person
wanted. Highly energetic. PT to FT
hours. Call John's Hand Car Wash
803-316-5919.

PETS &PETS &
ANIMALSANIMALS

House cleaning, prefer older per-
son, weekly. 803-481-2894 Leave
message

LEGALLEGAL
NOTICESNOTICES

Newman's Tree Service Tree
removal, trimming, topping, view
enhancement pruning, bobcat
work stump grinding, Lic &
insured. Call 803-316-0128

Help Wanted
Part-Time

For Sale: 4000 Ford diesel and
equipment & 1948 Chevy. Call
803-236-6426

A Notch Above Tree Care Full
quality service low rates, lic./ins., free
est BBB accredited 983-9721

2011 BMW 5 Series, 45k Mi.,
garage kept, non smoker, flawless,
$19,900 803-565-4359

Ricky's Tree Service Tree removal,
stump grinding, Lic & ins, free quote,
803-435-2223 or cell 803-460-8747.

Tru by Hilton, Please apply in
person at Spring Hill Suites 2645
Broad St. Seeking front desk clerk,
house keeping and maintenance
engineer. Trusumter@gmail.com

Autos For SaleTree Service
In Loving Memory of

Albert Mouzone

4/17/1943 - 12/12/15
Devoted Husband, Father, Brother
and Grandfather. Dearly loved, so
sadly missed. Two years now, gone
but not forgotten.
Your Wife, Alma S Mouzone

Codes Enforcement
Supervisor

The City of Sumter is seeking
qualified applicants. If interested see
details at www.sumtersc.gov

All Types of Roofing & Repairs All
work guaranteed. 30 yrs exp. SC lic.
Virgil Bickley 803-316-4734.

In Memory

TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONRoofing

GIS Technician
The City of Sumter is seeking
qualified applicants. If interested see
details at www.sumtersc.gov

OWNER FINANCING! 3 acres for
sale by owner near St. Charles. Call
or text 803-464-5813.

Attorney Timothy L. Griffith
803-607-9087, 360 W. Wesmark.
Criminal, Family, Accident, Injury

Legal Service
Land & Lots

for Sale

Mickey's Home improvements &
Repairs. Electrical, wooden fence &
decks. Call 803-840-6911 or
803-340-0662

50 Frodo Circle 1,925 Sq Ft. 4BR
2.5 BA, Spacious, porches, LG
Fenced back Yard. 803-795-6140 or
803-905-4384

SUMMONS AND
NOTICE OF
FILING OF

COMPLAINT
(Non-Jury)

Foreclosure

IN THE COURT OF
COMMON PLEAS

THIRD JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT

C/A #: 2017-CP-43-01842

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF SUMTER

TRUSTMARK NATIONAL BANK,
Plaintiff,

vs.
RICHARD GODWIN JR and TUDOR
P L A C E  H O M E O W N E R S
ASSOCIATION,

Defendants.

TO THE DEFENDANTS ABOVE
NAMED:

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED
and required to answer the
Complaint in this action, a copy of
which is herewith served upon you,
and to serve a copy of your answer to
the said Complaint upon the
subscribers, at their office, 1703
Laurel Street (29201), Post Office
Box 11682, Columbia, South Carolina
29211, within thirty (30) days after
the service hereof, exclusive of the
day of such service; and if you fail to
answer the Complaint in the time
aforesaid, judgment by default will
be rendered against you for the
relief demanded in the Complaint.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
the original Complaint in the above
entitled action was filed in the office
of the Clerk of Court for Sumter
County on October 11, 2017.

Benjamin E. Grimsley
S.C. Bar No. 70335
Attorney for the Plaintiff
P.O. Box 11682
Columbia, S.C. 29211
(803) 233-1177
bgrimsley@grimsleylaw.com

Home
Improvements

Manning Garden is seeking a
qualified maintenance technician.
Successful applicants will have
experience & skills in general
maintenance repair. Plumbing,
electrical, punch out, HVAC expe-
rience, strong work ethic and a
desire to serve the customer.
HVAC certified is preferred but not
required. We offer an exciting
work environment with competitive
base salary and benefits. Please
apply on-line www.ambling.com/
career. Drugs don't work!

Prior and retired military
CWP Class $40.00
December 28, 2017
5:30-9:30 in Sumter
Call 803-840-4523.

FSBO: Manning: 3 Br, 1.5 Ba,
fenced in backyard, storage bldg,
refrigerator, stove, fresh paint, new
carpet. Ready to move in! Call
803-225-5658 or email bbhhill
@hotmail.com

Make A Difference become a
foster parent. Learn more call
803-451-3984

Announcements
Help Wanted

Full-Time
Homes for SaleChild Care

SUMMONS AND
NOTICE BY

PUBLICATION

IN THE FAMILY COURT
OF THE ELEVENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

2017-DR-32-0455X

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF LEXINGTON

South Carolina Department of Social
Services,

Plaintiff,
vs.

Kayla Mattoni and William Crump,
Jr.,

Defendants,

IN THE INTERESTS OF:
Minor Child born in 2005
Minor Child born in 2008

TO: Defendant William Crump, Jr.

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED
and required to answer the
Complaint for Termination of your
Parental Rights in and to the minor
child in this Action, the original of
which has been filed in the Office of
the Clerk of Court for Lexington
County, on February 23, 2017, a copy
of which will be delivered to you
upon request; and to serve a copy of
your Answer to the Complaint upon
the undersigned attorney for the
Plaintiff at P.O. Box 84129,
Lexington, South Carolina 29073,
within thirty (30) days following the
date of service upon you, exclusive
of the day of such service; and if you
fail to answer the Complaint within
the time stated, the Plaintiff will
apply for Judgment by Default
against the Defendant for the relief
demanded in the Complaint.

YOU ARE FURTHER NOTIFIED
that: (1) the Guardian ad Litem
(GAL) who is appointed by the Court
in this action to represent the best
interests of the children will provide
the Family Court with a written
report that includes an evaluation
and assessment of the issues brought
before the Court along with
recommendations; (2) the Guardian
ad Litem's written report will be
available for review twenty-four (24)
hours in advance of the hearing; (3)
you may review the report at the
Guardian ad Litem Program county
office.

S. C. DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL
SERVICES

Lil Ann Gray, SC Bar No.: 2401
Thomas Shealy, SC Bar No.: 5048
Becky Farmer, SC Bar No.: 101927
Stephanie Smith, SC Bar No.: 102834
Attorneys for Plaintiff
P.O. Box 84129
Lexington, South Carolina 29073
Telephone: (803) 785-2960 /
(803) 785-2982
Fax: (803) 785-1514

ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS
BUSINESSBUSINESS
SERVICESSERVICES

Summons &
Notice

Summons &
Notice

EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT
REALREAL

ESTATEESTATE

CLASSIFIEDS OR TO PLACE YOUR AD ONLINE GO TO WWW.THE ITEM.COM/PLACEMYAD

803-774-12
CLASSIFIED DEADLINES

11:30 a.m. the day before for 
Tuesday, Wednesday, 

Thursday &  Friday edition.
11:30 a.m. Friday for Sunday’s edition.

We will be happy to change your ad if an error is 
made; however we are not responsible for errors after 
the fi rst run day. We shall not be liable for any loss or 
expense that results from the printing or omission of 
an advertisement. We reserve the right to edit, refuse 

or cancel any ad at any time.
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