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Hillcrest is state finalist 
with mobile app project

Science teacher engages his students with technology

PHOTOS BY MICAH GREEN / THE SUMTER ITEM

Richard Phillips is seen in his seventh-grade honors science class while his students work on coding projects.

DALZELL — This isn’t your 
grandfather’s middle-school sci-
ence class. Or your father’s. Or the 
one you may have taken 10 years 
ago.

Given continual rapid technolog-
ical advances — and the fact that 
children today are so much into 
that technology — sixth- and sev-
enth-graders at Hillcrest Middle 
School in Sumter School District 
are now learning how to design an 
app for a mobile device. They’re 
doing well so far, given they’re a 
top-five finalist in the state in a na-
tional technology contest spon-
sored by Samsung Electronics.

Learning computer code is vital 
in making an app, and the students 
are highly engaged in the process. 
The software they are developing is 
an emergency management app 
that will notify all the school’s 
stakeholders — from parents to 
bus drivers to the police — when 
the school is under emergency pro-
cedures, such as sheltering in place 
during a tornado warning.

The project is the brainchild of  
science teacher Richard Phillips at 
the school.

Trained as a scientist with a de-
gree in biotechnology, Phillips has 
only been a classroom science 
teacher for 10 years. He’s in his 
second year with the district.

Phillips said he got the idea for 
the emergency notification app one 
day last school year when, at the 
school’s 3 p.m. dismissal time, 

there was a tornado warning and 
everyone had to stay inside and 
shelter in place.

Just outside the school, parents 
were assembled in the car line to 
pick up their kids and didn’t have a 
way of  knowing what was going 
on, unless — by chance — they 
were getting weather alerts on the 
radio, Phillips said. 

“That made me think there just 
has to be a better way of  handling 
that,” Phillips said.

And not just with weather-relat-
ed alerts.

Hillcrest is next to U.S. 521. What 
if  a truck had a chemical leak that 
may affect the school? Or the po-
tential threat of  an intruder alert 
on the campus, and the school had 
to go on lock down?

There had to be a way that par-

ents could learn of  a particular 
emergency and how it was going to 
affect dismissal. 

“So, that’s what sparked the 
idea,” Phillips said.

Now, Phillips and his science stu-
dent charges are laying the founda-
tion for a mobile app notification 
system to alert the school adminis-
trator of  any emergency — such as 
one from the National Weather 
Service in Columbia — and sync it 
so parents, bus drivers and other 
stakeholders are notified simulta-
neously. That way everyone can 
follow the same safety protocol, 
Phillips said.

An app can multitask and notify 
everyone at the same time — better 
than a human, Phillips said. 

SEE APP, PAGE A6

BY BRUCE MILLS
bruce@theitem.com

Layla King takes 
a look at David 
Collier’s coding 
project in Phillips’ 
seventh-grade 
honors science 
class.

Guild donates more quilts for emergency victims

For the second year, the Swan Lake 
Quilt Guild delivered 27 quilts to Sumter 
County Sheriff’s Office to be used by dep-
uties and victim advocates when they re-
spond to emergency calls. 

The guild — with about 42 members — 
was started in 2001 and donates quilts 
and other handmade items to local orga-
nizations each year.

“We appreciate the quilters for think-
ing of  us,” Sumter County Sheriff  An-
thony Dennis said. “Our victim advocates 
use them with some of  the children they 
interview.”

He said the quilts are a tremendous 

asset to the agency and thanked the quil-
ters who worked hard to make them.

“It’s like our addiction,” said Rosa Tay-
lor, a member of  the guild. 

She said quilting is the members’ pas-
sion and that it is something each mem-
ber does throughout the year. 

Many of  the quilts that were donated 
on Wednesday were made with leftover 
fabric from other quilting projects, Tay-
lor said.

She said the guild members’ families 
will be happy to know someone else re-
ceived a quilt for a change. 

Ken Bell, public information officer for 
the sheriff’s office, said some of  the 
quilts that were donated last year have 
been used. 

A quilt was given to the young son of  
the man who drowned at Pack’s Landing 
in June, he said. 

The quilters made sure to think about 
the different age groups for boys and 
girls and made quilts with dinosaur, but-
terfly, sports, space and Christmas fab-
rics. 

The duties of  completing the quilts are 
split up among the guild members — 
some members pieced together the tops 
of  the quilts while others quilted the bat-
ting and backing of  the blankets togeth-
er, Taylor said.

Putting the top of  a quilt together 
could take just one day, she said, and a 

BY ADRIENNE SARVIS
adrienne@theitem.com

SEE QUILTS, PAGE A6
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Deputy Cynthia Gonzalez, a vic-
tim advocate, looks at one of the 
quilts donated on Wednesday.

Chairman McCain running for re-election

Sumter County Council 
Chairman Jim McCain 
Jr., District 6 councilman, 
intends to run for re-elec-
tion in November to con-
tinue his mission to help 
make Sumter a much bet-
ter place to live, work, 

play and 
worship. 

McCain 
said he 
would like to 
continue the 
work that 
council is 
currently 

doing, especially involv-
ing the capital penny 

sales tax which has al-
lowed Sumter to move to 
the top of  S.C. Depart-
ment of  Transportation’s 
maintenance lists be-
cause the municipality 
can provide a portion of  
the funding needed to re-
pair state-owned roads. 

The chairman said he 
is also working with San-

tee-Lynches Regional 
Council of  Governments 
to see if  the same efforts 
to remove blighted prop-
erty in the city can be 
brought to the county. 

A combined codes en-
forcement department 
between the city and 

BY ADRIENNE SARVIS
adrienne@theitem.com

McCAIN

SEE McCAIN, PAGE A6
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The Johnson/Thomas Fami-
ly Annual Feed the Homeless 
event will be held Saturday, 
Dec. 23, at Dennis Community 
Center, 410 W. Cedar Lane, 
Bishopville.

Donations of  food items, cos-
metic/personal items such as 
soap, toothpaste, etc. are being 
sought. 

For additional information, 
call Leola Johnson at (803) 428-
4949 or (912) 228-6753.

Donations sought for 
feed homeless event

Sumter and South Carolina 
residents affected by Hurri-
cane Matthew in 2016 who ap-
plied for housing assistance 
through the South Carolina 
Disaster Recovery Office must 
complete their applications by 
Dec. 29 by turning in all sup-
porting documents.

Anyone who does not com-
plete the application process 
by the deadline will be 
dropped from the program, ac-
cording to a news release from 
SCDRO.

"It is essential that every cit-
izen meet their own responsi-
bilities to ensure a smooth 
process," according to the re-
lease. "Unpaid electric bills, 
water bills and property taxes 
are not covered by the pro-
gram. These bills must be paid 
before SCDRO and its contrac-
tors can obtain needed per-
mits."

The agency said it plans to 
serve about 1,350 homes affect-
ed by the hurricane. Eligibility 
and priority are based on in-
come, age dependency and dis-
ability.

For more information, visit 
www.scdro.sc.gov.

Deadline approaching 
for damage assistance

Young Sumterites will have 
the chance to get in the holiday 
spirit this weekend at a free 
event in the Sumter Mall, 1057 
Broad St.

Kids can visit JCPenney 
stores on Saturday to decorate 
a holiday ornament between 11 
a.m. and noon in the kids’ de-
partment. 

All kids must be accompa-
nied by an adult, according to a 
news release from the store, 
though advance registration is 
not required.

The program is part of  the 
store's new Kids Zone ahead of  
other upcoming hands-on proj-
ects such as making a Valen-
tine's Day card holder on Jan. 
20, creating a mosaic bird 
house on Feb. 17 and decorat-
ing Easter eggs on March 10.

Participants will receive a col-
lectible pin for every project 
that they finish. After each 
event, adults will receive a spe-
cial 10 percent off coupon to use 
in-store on the day of the event 
— it can be used in addition to 
current marketing promotions.

JCPenney welcomes 
kids to crafting event

Historic Salem Black River Presbyterian Church 
to present 4th-Annual Christmas at Brick Street

PHOTO PROVIDED

The historic Salem Black River Presbyterian Church will present its annual Christmas service at 3 p.m. Sunday.

BY IVY MOORE
Special to The Sumter Item

Salem Black River Pres-
byterian Church will pres-
ent its 4th-Annual Christ-
mas at Brick Street at 3 
p.m. Sunday. The program 
on the third Sunday of  Ad-
vent is the historic 
church’s regular worship 
service with the addition of  
four lessons and carols.

Also known as Brick 
Church, Salem Black River 
has been on the National 
Register of  Historic Places 
since 1978. It was built in 
1846 in the Greek Revival 
Style and “has played an 

important role in the devel-
opment and history of  the 
surrounding rural commu-
nity ... (and is) the mother 
church of  several other 
Presbyterian churches in 
the area,” according to the 
National Register.

“The acoustics are so 
good, and this is a special 
occasion, so the congrega-
tion invites the public to 
join us for the service," 
said William L. Scobee, 
choir director and organist.

He described the service 
as “an abbreviated service 
of  the Lessons and Carols. 
The choir will sing four an-
thems, and the congrega-

tion will sing three.”
The choir for Sunday will 

comprise the St. James Lu-
theran Church choir and 
the Friends of  Crestwood 
(High School) Chamber 
Choir. Michael Baier will 
accompany the final an-
them, “O Little Town of  
Bethlehem,” on cello.

Scobee has selected the 
anthems that precede each 
of  the lessons, the tradi-
tional Bible passages that 
have been read in the ser-
vice of  Lessons and Carols 
for almost a century. The 
lessons will be read by 
community and congrega-
tion members, with Brick 

Church Pastor Dr. George 
Wilkes reading the fourth, 
“The Wise Men are Led by 
the Star to Jesus,” (Mat-
thew II).

Wilkes will then give his 
sermon titled “God Up 
Close.”

Refreshments will be 
served in the meeting 
house following the service.

To get to Salem Black 
River Presbyterian Church 
from Sumter, take U.S. 378 
to Dabbs Crossroads — at 
the intersection of  U.S. 378 
and S.C. Highway 527, turn 
left on 527. The church is 
on the left, about two miles 
from 527.

Sumter County Council voted Tues-
day in favor of  signing a resolution in 
support of  South Carolina Jobs-Eco-
nomic Development Authority issuing 
a hospital revenue bond not to exceed 
$1.5 billion regarding a nonprofit 
health company formed by Palmetto 
Health and Greenville Health System. 

The plan to create the nonprofit was 
announced by both health care systems 
in June. 

The goal of  creating the new compa-
ny is to better the financial perfor-
mances for both health care systems 
and to strengthen the company to 
incur additional capital. 

The council also approved third 
reading of  an ordinance to approve a 
utility easement along the right-of-way 

at the intersection of  North Lafayette 
Drive and North Main Street. 

The ordinance will allow Duke Ener-
gy Progress LLC to install utility lines 
at the intersection — a small project 
related to the larger 2008 Penny for 
Progress "Lafayette Diamond" project 
to reconstruct the intersection of  
North Main Street, the U.S. 76/378 by-
pass and other connecting roads.

Later, council approved second read-
ing of  a request to rezone 5.8 acres of  
a 10-acre parcel in the 2000 block of  
Loring Mill Road from residential-15 
to agricultural conservation so the ap-
plicant can construct a personal stor-
age building. A portion of  the proper-
ty is already zoned agricultural con-
servation.

The applicant said he intends to 
build a barn-like structure with a 
three-bay garage to store boats, four-

wheelers and other recreational vehi-
cles. 

He said a single-family home — not to 
exceed 2,500 square-feet — may also be 
constructed on the property in the fu-
ture. 

The property is located in Shaw Air 
Force Base's military protection plan-
ning area, which restricts high-density 
developments such as subdivisions and 
commercial properties.

In other news, County Administrator 
Gary Mixon said efforts to pave High 
Street off  East Bay Road have started 
after years of  requests from residents in 
that area. It's been a long time coming, 
he said, and it has been a challenge, but 
storm water work has started. 

Mixon also said repairs to Second 
Mill Pond should start in January, and 
the goal is for the project to be finished 
by spring 2018.

County council supports $1.5B 
bond for health care systems
BY ADRIENNE SARVIS
adrienne@theitem.com
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Program looks 
for volunteers 
55 and older

BY IVY MOORE
Special to The Sumter Item

RSVP — Retired Senior Volunteer Pro-
gram — is looking for more volunteers to 
start the new year. One of  the largest se-
nior volunteer organizations in the U.S., 
RSVP works with volunteers 55 years old 
and older who serve the community in a 
variety of  ways, operating out of  the Sum-
ter Senior Services office at 119 S. Sumter 
St.

Rebecca Sears, director of  RSVP, said the 
program’s Sumter volunteers work pri-
marily with seniors, delivering “meals on 
wheels” and providing other supportive 
services. She said RSVP volunteers 
“choose how, where and how often they 
want to serve,” committing their time for a 
few hours or up to 40 hours a week.

Sears helps volunteers find community 
needs that best fit their talents. Sumter 
volunteers “tutor children, help renovate 
homes, assist victims of  natural disasters, 
provide independent living services and 
recruit and manage other volunteers,” she 
gave as examples.

Dana Strock, executive director of  Sum-
ter Senior Services, said RSVP has been a 
great asset to SSS and especially to its 
members who need additional resources.

“Since RSVP began in Sumter (in 1989), 
RSVP Volunteers, located at over 25 non-
profits throughout Sumter County, have 
logged upwards of  800,000 volunteer hours 
and counting,” Strock said. “Sumter Se-
nior Services is blessed to be able to work 
alongside an organization such as RSVP 
that shares the same philosophy in ensur-
ing that seniors throughout the Sumter 
community are provided opportunities to 
serve others, as well as receive the services 
necessary to remain independent in their 
homes and community.”

RSVP operates through donations and 
grants, and the grants must be matched, 
Sears said. The program relies mainly on 
its fundraisers, including the wine-tasting 
event Sip and Stroll, the Microbrew Festi-
val, Backyard Jamboree and others for 
matching funds. 

Especially appropriate at this time of  
year, RSVP offers Christmas cards with il-
lustrations created by local artists, who 

have also volunteered their work. The 
keepsake cards sell for $5 each and can 
serve as both gifts and Christmas greet-
ings to the recipient. Each card represents 
a home-delivered meal to a needy senior 
given in honor of  the card’s recipient.

This year, there are four cards to choose 
from, with cover illustrations by D. Brown, 
Mary Tuggle, the late Ray Davenport and 
the late Rose Metz.

To purchase one or more cards or to find 
out more about volunteering through 
RSVP, call Rebecca Sears at (803) 773-5508 
or visit the Sumter Senior Services office, 
119 S. Sumter St.

PHOTOS PROVIDED

“Snowman,” a Christmas card illustrated with a 
painting by the late Ray Davenport, is one of 
several offered by RSVP, Retired Senior Volun-
teer Program, to help raise money for home-de-
livered meals for Sumter’s homebound elderly.

“Wreath” by the late Rose Metz is the cover for 
an RSVP Christmas card.

Berry brings tour back 
to Sumter on Saturday
BY IVY MOORE
Special to The Sumter Item

“If  ‘O Holy Night’ is all that 
anyone remembers of  me, 
that’s fine with me,” John 
Berry says. The country sing-
er-songwriter is bringing his 
annual Christmas tour back 
to Sumter, and his show-stop-
ping performance of  the carol 
he calls “a truly inspired piece 
of  music” will likely illustrate 
its perennial popularity.

The Aiken native and Gram-
my Award-win-
ning Berry makes 
his only South 
Carolina appear-
ance at the Sum-
ter Opera House 
at 7:30 p.m. Satur-
day.

Berry describes 
the evening as “a family ori-
ented show … a very Christ-
centered Christmas.” He’s got 
his own family with him, in 
fact. His wife, Robin, sings in 
the band, and his son Caelan 
is the drummer.

The Christmas show begins 
with Berry performing some 
of  his familiar songs, among 
them the hits “Your Love 
Amazes Me,” “Standing on the 
Edge of  Goodbye” and “She’s 
Taken a Shine.” This first set 
will also include several selec-
tions from his latest CD, 
“What I Love the Most.” Fol-
lowing intermission, Berry 
will devote his set to tradition-
al Christmas music and songs 
from his album titled “Christ-
mas.” 

Berry has earned much rec-
ognition and acclaim since his 
debut in the mid-1990s. Many 
of  his records have gone Gold 
and Platinum, he was nomi-
nated for the American Coun-
try Music Top New Male Vo-
calist in 1994, won a Grammy 
in 1994 and was nominated for 
another in 1995. Many other 
prestigious nominations fill 
his resume, as well.

His latest project is his in-
ternational TV show, “Songs 
& Stories with John Berry,” 

which can be seen on The 
Heartland Network — former-
ly The Nashville Network — 
at 8 p.m. Thursdays. Berry 
hosts artists who talk with 
him about the inspiration for 
their music and their careers. 
Of  course, there is plenty of  
music on the show, too. 

Berry said in a news re-
lease, “It was a magical time 
filming each episode and an 
honor to get to know these 
artist friends on a different 
level as they sang songs and 
shared their stories. I am ex-
cited to share it with view-
ers.”

He’s also excited to perform 
live and to meet fans.

“I love what I do with a pas-
sion not seen in quite some 
time,” Berry said. “I’m hope-
ful and excited about the fu-
ture. I love singing and al-
ways will. I have a bus, an in-
credible stage presentation, a 
great band, hands-on man-
agement team, and I’m al-
ways all dressed up and 
ready to go.”

Tickets for John Berry’s 
Christmas Songs & Stories 
tour and the VIP Experience 
Package tickets can be pur-
chased online at www.Sum-
terOperaHouse.com or by visit-
ing the box office at Sumter 
Opera House. 

Tickets are priced at $40, $37 
and $30, with an additional 
$20 for the VIP experience, 
which includes early access 
for VIP holders at 5:30 p.m. for 
a 45-minute casual “meet-and-
greet” with John Berry and 
his band, a VIP Experience 
souvenir laminate, a signed 
photo and a photo opportunity 
with Berry. Only 50 VIP tick-
ets are available.

SEE THE TOUR

The Sumter Opera House, 21 N. 
Main St., presents John Berry’s 
Christmas Songs and Stories Tour 
at 7:30 p.m. Saturday. For more 
information, call (803) 436-2616 or 
visit www.SumterOperaHouse.com.

BERRY

Card sales through RSVP will 
help buy meals for elderly
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Brown’s
“Where Quality Matters”

Furniture & Bedding

31 West Wesmark Blvd., Sumter, SC

Cash in a FLASH!

Lafayette Gold 
and Silver Exchange

Inside Vestco Properties

We Buy: Gold & Silver Jewelry, Silver Coins 
& Collections, Sterling/.925, Diamonds, 

Pocket Watches, Antiques & Estates

InInsis dede VVesestctco o PrPropopppppppererrrtitiesess
480 E. Liberty St. Sumter, SC 29150

(inside Coca-Cola Building)
Mon. - Fri. 8:30 - 5:30 PM • Sat: 8 - 2 PM

803-773-8022

$300 OFF
BONELESS HAM

(OR MINI HAM)

$500 OFF
BONE IN HAM
(EXCLUDES MINI HAM)

$300 OFF
TURKEY
BREAST

One discount per purchase with coupon.
EXPIRES 12/31/17

One discount per purchase with coupon.
EXPIRES 12/31/17

One discount per purchase with coupon.
EXPIRES 12/31/17

CALL 843-629-8899   FOR STORE HOURS

HONEYBAKED HAM 
OPENING TOMORROW

FRIDAY, DEC. 15TH

532 BULTMAN DRIVE
ENJOY THE TASTE THAT ONLY 

HONEYBAKED CAN BRING TO THE TABLE.

GET READY TO PLACE YOUR ORDERS FOR 
YOUR HOLIDAY HAM OR TURKEY

Powell’s 
ON MAIN

16 S. MAIN STREET  
  SUMTER SC  

(803) 775-8171

AMERICA’S FAVORITE COMFORT SHOESO S O SAMERICA S F

TAKE ADDITIONAL 

15% OFF
SELECT GROUP

LADIES’
SHOES & BOOTS



 A4    |   THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2017 NATION  THE SUMTER ITEM  

Trump bets on Moore, suffers stinging defeat

WASHINGTON — Rarely has a sit-
ting president rallied behind such a 
scandal-plagued candidate the way 
Donald Trump did with Alabama’s 
Roy Moore. And rarely has that bet 
failed so spectacularly.

Moore’s defeat Tuesday in Alabama 
— as stalwart a Republican state as 
they come — left Trump unapologetic 
and his political allies shell-shocked. 
Trump had dug in on his support for 
Moore despite allegations the former 
judge engaged in sexual misconduct 
with teenagers when he was in his 30s, 
becoming one of  the candidate’s most 
ardent national supporters in the 
race’s closing days.

Now, out of  the wreckage of  Moore’s 
defeat to Democrat Doug Jones, 
Trump faces mounting questions 
about the limits of  his own political 
capital. He’ll head into his second year 
in office with one less Republican sen-
ator, narrowing a margin already so 
slim that it has so far left him unable 
to push major legislation through 
Congress. Democrats, who started the 
year as a deeply wounded minority 
party, press toward the midterm elec-
tions with a burst of  momentum from 
the most unlikely of  states.

To be sure, the Alabama race was 
highly unusual, and as with all special 
elections, there’s no guarantee it will 
prove to be a barometer for contests a 
year from now. A perfect storm of  
controversies helped Jones overcome 
Alabama’s strong Republican bent, 
most notably the sexual misconduct 
allegations that sur-
faced against Moore. 
The matter left the Re-
publican Party deeply 
divided about whether 
holding a Senate seat 
was worth the poten-
tial long-term risks of  
supporting Moore.

Some Republicans 
did pull their support 
from Moore after the 
allegations surfaced, 
including Senate Ma-
jority Leader Mitch 
McConnell and the 
National Republican 
Senatorial Committee. 
Many more GOP offi-
cials in Washington 
privately preferred 
the prospect of  a 
Moore defeat over 
having to deal with 
daily questions about his actions and 
the possible cloud of  a Senate ethics 
investigation hanging over the party.

But Trump is the Republican Party 

leader, and he jumped in with both 
feet. In a moment of  national reckon-
ing about sexual misconduct, where 
hardly a day passes without a promi-
nent man being ousted from a power-
ful position, the president made it im-

possible for the GOP 
to disassociate itself  
from Moore and the 
accusations swirling 
around him.

Trump’s immediate 
response to Jones’ vic-
tory was a tweet con-
gratulating him Tues-
day night, surprising-
ly magnanimous for a 
president who lashes 
out at the smallest 
perceived slight and 
often seems to priori-
tize winning above all 
else. But by Wednes-
day, Trump was on 
the defensive, remind-
ing his followers that 
he had originally en-
dorsed Moore’s Re-
publican primary op-
ponent, Sen. Luther 

Strange.
“I said Roy Moore will not be able to 

win the General Election. I was right!” 
Trump wrote in a pre-dawn tweet. 

“Roy worked hard but the deck was 
stacked against him!”

The president offered no immediate 
insight into whether he viewed the re-
sults as a referendum on himself, per-
sonally or politically.

But there’s no doubt that Trump’s 
track record of  late has indeed been 
worrisome for Republicans weigh-
ing how closely to align themselves 
with the president in the midterms, 
where control of  Congress will be at 
stake.

Last month, the Trump-backed Re-
publican gubernatorial candidate in 
Virginia lost in a race that wasn’t 
close. The president now has the dubi-
ous distinction of  picking wrong twice 
in Alabama, a state he won by 28 
points just more than a year ago. His 
first blemish came during the state’s 
Senate primary, when he backed 
Strange, a decision he openly ques-
tioned while on stage at a rally for the 
incumbent days before the vote.

Moore’s victory over Strange 
pushed Trump back to the roots of  his 
presidential campaign. He realigned 
himself  with Steve Bannon, his chief  
strategist during the 2016 race and in 
the White House until he was ousted 
in a staff  shakeup earlier this year. 
Bannon was one of  Moore’s most 
prominent supporters from the start 

and viewed the contest as a ripe op-
portunity to press forward in his goal 
of  disrupting the Republican Party.

More traditional Republicans have 
long warned that Bannon’s chosen 
candidates signal disaster for the 
party and will struggle to defeat Dem-
ocrats in competitive states. The fact 
that one of  those candidates couldn’t 
succeed in reliably red — or conserva-
tive — Alabama was quickly wielded 
as all the more reason for party lead-
ers to marginalize Bannon.

“Not only did Steve Bannon cost us 
a critical Senate seat in one of  the 
most Republican states in the country, 
but he also dragged the president of  
the United States into his fiasco,” said 
Steven Law, the head of  the McCon-
nell-linked Senate Leadership Fund 
super PAC.

It’s far from certain if  Trump feels 
the same way after the Alabama 
race. The president seems more nat-
urally attuned to other political out-
siders and is well aware that his 
command over a sizeable swath of  
the GOP primary electorate makes 
him a powerful player in determin-
ing the party’s direction in upcoming 
elections. Whether he can transfer 
his own political good fortunes to 
those candidates remains an unan-
swered question.

BY JULIE PACE
AP Washington Bureau Chief

Doug Jones waves to 
supporters before 
speaking during an 
election-night watch 
party Tuesday in Bir-
mingham, Alabama. 
Jones won election 
to the U.S. Senate 
from Alabama, deal-
ing a political blow 
to President Trump. 
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A U.S. Senate candidate Roy 
Moore supporter weeps during 
an election-night watch party at 
the RSA activity center on Tues-
day in Montgomery, Alabama.
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NEW YORK (AP)  — Some of  
Facebook's former friends are 
starting to express some seri-
ous doubts about the social net-
work they helped create.

Facebook exploits a "vulnera-
bility in human psychology" to 
addict its users, Sean Parker, 
the company's first president, 
said in a public forum last 
month. Chamath Palihapitiya, 
a former Facebook vice presi-
dent who joined the company 
in 2007, recently told an audi-
ence at Stanford that the com-
pany is "ripping apart the social 
fabric of how society works."

And Roger McNamee, a ven-
ture capitalist and early inves-
tor in both Facebook and 
Google, wrote that both compa-
nies "threaten public health 
and democracy" in an August 
USA Today op-ed.

It has been a rough year for 
the tech industry, especially so-
cial media companies. It opened 
with concerns about fake news 
and "filter bubbles" that can 
shield people from contrary be-
liefs, segued into pressure on 
Facebook and Twitter to clamp 
down on trolling and online ha-
rassment, and culminated with 
congressional hearings into 
Russian agents' alleged use of  
their platforms to meddle with 
the 2016 presidential election.

All of that, of course, came 
against a steady drumbeat of  
tweets from President Trump, 
who used the service to praise 
his allies and castigate his foes, 
often in inflammatory fashion.

But the unkindest cut of all 
may have come from three peo-
ple who helped build Facebook 
in its early days. In early No-
vember, Parker told the news 
site Axios that Facebook was 
built to answer the question, 
"How do we consume as much 
of your time and conscious at-
tention as possible?" He called 

its stream of comments, "likes" 
and reactions a "social valida-
tion feedback loop that exploits 
how human brains work."

A few days later, McNamee 
wrote another essay for the 
Guardian in which he argued 
that Facebook and Google have 
used "persuasive techniques de-
veloped by propagandists and 
the gambling industry," com-
bining them with modern tech-
nology to maximize their prof-
its while pushing "appeals to 
fear and anger" and other mate-
rial that reinforces filter bub-
bles and addictive behavior.

Palihapitiya piled on too, say-
ing at a Stanford Graduate 
School of Business talk last 
month that he feels "tremen-
dous guilt" about helping create 
tools that have widened social 
divisions. He recommended 
that people take a break from 
social media.

Facebook, in an emailed com-
ment, said it is "working hard 
to improve," and noted that it's 
not the same company it was 
when Palihapitiya, who left six 
years ago, worked there.

"We've done a lot of work and 
research with outside experts 
and academics to understand 
the effects of our service on 
well-being, and we're using it to 
inform our product develop-
ment," the company's statement 
read. "We are willing to reduce 
our profitability to make sure 
the right investments are 
made."

Not all early investors are 
critical. LinkedIn co-founder 
Reid Hoffman acknowledged 
in an interview concerns 
around how social media sys-
tems are causing what he 
called "lightly addictive be-
havior." But, he added, "that's 
also been true of  television, 
that's also been true of  
sugar."

Several people 
with tight 
connections to 
Facebook are 
going public with 
a critique of the 
company.
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Facebook’s early friends 
now its sharpest critics

BY BEV O'SHEA
NerdWallet

Getting a deal during the 
holidays is a great Ameri-
can tradition. So when a 
sales clerk cheerfully asks, 
"Would you like to save 20 
percent on your purchases 
today by opening a card 
with us?" it fits right in.

But the reality sounds a 
lot less cheery: "Would you 
be interested in a low-limit 
card that could damage 
your credit standing?"

Credit expert John Ul-
zheimer warns that open-
ing a new store card could 
hurt your credit score by:

• Having an outsize im-
pact on your credit usage, 
which is a big factor in 
credit scores;

•  Causing an inquiry on 
your credit; and

•  Reducing the average 
age of  your credit ac-
counts.

LOWER LIMIT, HIGHER 
USAGE

The credit limits on re-
tail cards that you use 
only at one store or chain 
are typically about 10 per-
cent of  those on compara-
ble general-use credit 
cards, Ulzheimer says.

Let's say you open a 
store card to get 20 per-
cent off  a $250 purchase. 
After the discount, your 
balance is $200. A few days 
later, you spend $150 more. 
You're still well below the 
card's $1,000 limit — but 
your balance is 35 percent 
of  your credit limit.

How much of  your cred-
it limit you use has a 
major influence on your 
credit scores. The only 
thing that matters more is 
paying on time. Credit ex-
perts advise staying below 
30 percent of  the limit on 
any card. Consumers with 
the very best scores typi-
cally use less than 10 per-
cent.

To keep your usage low, 
credit card expert and au-
thor Beverly Harzog sug-
gests paying your bill be-
fore the issuer reports the 
balance to the credit bu-
reaus. Call the customer 
service number on the 
card to find out when that 
is. Or get in the habit of  
making online payments 
as soon as you purchase 
something. That way, your 
charges never stack up.

INQUIRIES AND LOWER 
ACCOUNT AGE

A retail card doesn't 
just affect your scores 

by spiking your credit 
usage.

"When you apply for a 
new card, the card issuer 
is going to want to pull one 
of  your credit reports," Ul-
zheimer says. That helps 
the issuer assess whether 
to approve your applica-
tion, and it can cause a 
small, temporary dip in 
your score. "That's prob-
lematic — I wouldn't call it 
catastrophic," he says.

The bigger problem 
comes if  you're approved. 
That new account causes 
the average age of  your 
credit cards to decrease. 
Credit age is a minor fac-
tor in scores, but every 
point counts.

The worst decision of  all 
might be to apply for card 
after card as you shop to 
snare multiple discounts. 
Each application can ding 
your score, and each new 
approval drops your over-
all age of  accounts.

LIMITED USABILITY, 
LIMITED SERVICES

On top of  potentially 
hurting your credit scores, 
retail cards have usability 
issues. They're good only 
at one store or retail chain, 
usually have high interest 
rates and typically have 
less robust security alerts 
than traditional cards.

You might be better off  
using an existing credit 
card, especially if  you have 
a rewards card that offers 
cash back on every pur-
chase, not just the initial 
one.

"In the grand scheme of  
things, 20 percent off  your 

purchases, one day ever, 
isn't that big of  a deal. 
Even if  you spent $1,000 — 
which I doubt most people 
will do — that's a $200 dis-
count," Ulzheimer says. 
"Really, you didn't save 
$200, you spent $800." And 
if  you carry a balance in-
stead of  paying in full, in-
terest will eat into that dis-
count.

AVOID SNAP DECISIONS

If  you shop at a particu-
lar place often enough, it 
might be worth opening a 
store card to access ongo-
ing discounts, presales and 
insider benefits. But resist 
deciding that in the check-
out line.

"Unless you've already 
researched this card and 
feel comfortable with the 
terms, just take a pass on 
it," Harzog says. "The 
APRs are usually quite 
high, and it's super easy to 
slide into debt with one of  
these cards."

And if  you already have 
a store card? Don't close it 
— that also would hurt 
your average age of  ac-
counts. Better to use it 
lightly and pay on time. 
Both actions have a posi-
tive effect on your credit 
scores. And make the most 
of  any exclusive deals the 
card offers.

This article was provided 
to The Associated Press by 
the personal finance web-
site NerdWallet. Bev 
O'Shea is a writer at Nerd-
Wallet. Email: boshea@
nerdwallet.com. Twitter: @
BeverlyOShea.

That new store card could 
torpedo your credit score
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A customer walks past a sign promoting the Sam’s Club Master-
card credit card at a Sam’s Club store in Bentonville, Arkansas.

ALDERMAN DRUG 
CO., INC. & SNACK BAR

We have 
Grab-N-Go 

Sandwiches 
and Hot 
Dogs.

Mention this ad and get 
2 Hot Dogs a Drink & 

a bag of Chips for$450

40 N. Main Street • Sumter, SC
Phone: 803-773-8666 • Fax: 803-775-5641

AVA I L A B L E  I N  S T O R E

FREEDOM FURNITURE
493 N. GUIGNARD • SUMTER, SC

499-2002
539 A S. MILL ST., • MANNING, SC

803-433-2300

CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK.COM

Hours: Monday - Friday  9:00am-7:00pm •Saturday 9:00am-5:00pm • Sunday Closed

$299

$399

QUEEN SIZE
Bedroom Sets Includes: Headboard,

Dresser, Mirror & Chest

Per 
Set

FINANCING AVAILABLE • FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

TWIN SET FULL SET
$129 $169

KING SETPILLOW 
TOP

$399$199
QUEEN SET

SOFA & LOVESEATS
   Starting at

Lamps ...................$15

Rugs .................... $39

Bunk Beds ......... $399

Bean Bags ........... $39

4 Drawer Chests ...$79

Dinette Sets ........$169
with mattress

1100 W. LIBERTY STREET • SUMTER, SC (INSIDE THE ELK’S LODGE)

803.774.0270 • CATERING AVAILABLE

New Breakfast Buffet  
NOW OPEN

BUY 1, GET ONE 

 1/2 OFF*

*With coupon only

Country Buffet with Assorted Vegetables, Breads & Desserts Each Day • Mon. - Fri. 11am-2pm
Sunday Lunch Buffet 10:30am-2:30pm • Thurs., Fri., & Sat. Night Great Steak, 

Chicken, Seafood & more. (Menu Only) 5pm-10pm

Monday - Friday 7am-10am
Saturday 7am - 2pm
OFFER EXPIRES DEC. 31, 2017

f

Elegance for the Holiday

Broadstone Manor
Antiques & Interiors

204 & 208 BROAD STREET
SUMTER, SC 29150

THURSDAY - SATURDAY 10:00-5:00
803.778.1890

www.broadstonemanor.com



 A6    |   THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2017 LOCAL  THE SUMTER ITEM  

Lessons in computer coding 
are taught in the two grade 
levels, and Phillips said he’s 
amazed at how quickly kids 
today can learn code and var-
ious computer applications. 

He said it all starts with ap-
pealing to students’ interests 
and desires. According to 
Phillips, “the hook” or appeal 
for students was initially the 
draw of  video games and 
apps on their cellphones.

All students have used 
their phones for that, Phillips 
said. 

Then, he moved the conver-
sation to: “How would you 
like to create an app on a 
phone?” “To create and send 
an app to a friend?” And then, 
“To create an app for anyone 
associated with a school?”

To help students learn com-
puter code, online tools are 
available through some web-
sites to learn the code process 
in a user-friendly way 
through visual display and 

videos, Phillips said. 
“It starts with interest,” 

Phillips said. “And then the 
interest creates the engage-
ment level. If  you have the in-
terest and the engagement 

level, then anything’s possi-
ble. They will continue to tin-
ker until they have that ‘Aha’ 
moment of  discovery. Then, 
you will see them start to 
solve more complex prob-
lems. Whereas if  that were 
something they weren’t inter-
ested in, then they would just 
quit.”

To this point, Phillips has 
submitted the school’s pro-
posal and a learning activity 
plan for the national contest. 
Next steps will include re-
search with guest speakers 
coming in to the classes to ex-
plain their own emergency 
management apps, Phillips 
said. 

Samsung will likely select 
the state winner for South 
Carolina within the next 
week, according to Phillips. If  
Hillcrest is chosen, the school 
will receive a $25,000 Sam-

sung technology package and 
move on to the national com-
petition. That part of  the 
competition will include cre-
ating a basic computer draw-
ing of  the prototype and then 
building the prototype by 
mid-February.

Phillips said teaching is a 
calling. He said he is passion-
ate about it and finds he en-
gages well with the students. 

“These students make you 
want to be a better teacher,” 
Phillips said. “The questions 
they ask you, they want to 
know more and more beyond 
the basics. There were times 
when I teach a lesson and be-
cause of  the questions being 
asked we would deviate from 
that lesson to a whole new 
lesson. We would go in a dif-
ferent direction but still get to 
a very good place and it be re-
lated to the curriculum.”

MICAH GREEN / THE SUMTER ITEM

David Collier works on some lines of code for a video game. Code.org 
gives students the ability to drag and drop lines of code and immedi-
ately see how it affects the program.

APP FROM PAGE A1

few of  the members have 
large machines that can 
easily finish the quilts.

Some of  the Swan Lake 
Quilt Guild members are 
also members of  Stitches of  
Love Quilt Ministry at 
Alice Drive Baptist Church, 
which also contributed to 
Wednesday’s donations. 

It’s very rewarding to 
have an opportunity to 
serve the community, said 
Libby Singletary, another 
guild member.

The guild hopes to con-
tinue bringing quilts for 
the next few years, said 
guild member Joann 
Crowson.

“We have a good start 
for next year,” she said.

Members of  the commu-
nity are welcome to attend 
Swan Lake Quilt Guild 
meetings at 6 p.m. the sec-
ond Tuesday of  each 
month, Stitches of  Love at 

10 a.m. the second Satur-
day of  every month and 
Thimble Thursday from 10 
a.m. to noon, all at Alice 
Drive Baptist Church.

ADRIENNE SARVIS / THE SUMTER ITEM

Rosa Taylor of Swan Lake Quilt Guild talks about the quilt-making 
process with victim advocate Barbara Jean Wiley at the sheriff’s 
office on Wednesday.

QUILTS 
FROM PAGE A1

McCAIN 
FROM PAGE A1

county is another matter he 
would focus on if  he is re-
elected. 

According to state statutes, 
the county is not allowed to 
have codes enforcement offi-
cers, he said. 

Another four years in office 
would also allow McCain to 
continue his focus on improv-
ing the school system to make 
sure more students are pre-
pared and qualified to work 
for local industries. 

There are more than 100 
jobs that pay about $40,000 a 
year, but there are not enough 
qualified people to fill those 
positions, he said. 

When the local economy im-
proves, big-name restaurants 
and retail stores will be more 
encouraged to come to Sum-
ter, he said. 

McCain said he hopes to 
serve another term to build on 
the county’s current growth. 

Call (803) 774-1200 
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Trump sunk U.S. presidency to unplumbed depths

WASHINGTON — 
The first time 
ended badly, so 
when, 156 years 

later, Alabamians were incit-
ed to again try secession, this 
time from the national con-
sensus that America is a pret-
ty nice place, they said: No. 
No, that is, to rubbish like 
this:

Interviewer: “[Ronald Rea-
gan] said that Russia was the 
focus of  evil in the modern 
world.”

Roy Moore: “You could say 
that very well about America, 
couldn’t you?”

Interviewer: “You think?”
Moore: “Well, we promote a 

lot of  bad things, you know.”
Interviewer: “Like?”
Moore: “Same-sex mar-

riage.”
Interviewer: “That’s the 

very argument that Vladimir 
Putin makes.” 

Moore: “Well, then, maybe 
Putin is right, maybe he’s 
more akin to me than I 
know.”

In April, Alabama’s Repub-
lican governor, Robert Bent-
ley, resigned one step ahead 
of  impeachment proceedings 
arising from his consensual 
affair with an adult woman. 
Eight months later, Alabami-
ans spurned presidential 
pleas that they send to the 

U.S. Senate a 
man credibly 
accused of  
child moles-
tation. But 
the dispirit-
ing truth is 
this: Behav-
ior that re-
portedly got 
Moore 
banned from 

the Gadsden, Alabama, mall 
was, for most Alabama Re-
publicans, not a sufficient rea-
son to deny him a desk in the 
U.S. Capitol. 

Although the president is 
not invariably a stickler for 
precision when bandying fac-
toids, he said the Everest of  
evidence against Moore did 
not rise to his standards of  
persuasiveness. This fleeting 
swerve into fastidiousness 
about facts came hard on the 
heels of  his retweeting of  a 
video of  a Muslim immigrant 
in the Netherlands beating a 
young man holding crutches. 
Except the villain was born 
and raised in the Nether-
lands. Undaunted, Trump’s 
remarkably pliant spokesper-
son, Sarah Huckabee Sand-
ers, defended her employer 
from the nitpickers: What 
matters, she said, is not that 
the video is unreal but that 
“the threat” (of  turbulent 

Dutchmen?) is real. 
Moore was such a compre-

hensive caricature — Sinclair 
Lewis could not have imag-
ined this Elmer Gantry — that 
the acid rain of  reports about 
his sexual predations, and his 
dissembling about them, al-
most benefited him by dis-
tracting attention from: the 
remunerative use he made of  
a “charitable” foundation. 
And his actions as a public of-
ficial that by themselves suf-
ficed to disqualify him from 
any public office. He is an an-
ti-constitutional recidivist, 
twice removed from Ala-
bama’s highest court for his 
theocratic insistence that his 
religious convictions take pre-
cedence over U.S. Supreme 
Court decisions, so he could 
not have sincerely sworn to 
“support and defend the Con-
stitution” and to “bear true 
faith and allegiance to the 
same.” 

When reports of  Al Frank-
en’s misbehaviors against 
adult women surfaced, the 
National Republican Congres-
sional Committee pounced: 
“Democrats who took Senator 
Franken’s campaign money 
need to ... return his dona-
tions.” (Combined, they to-
taled $15,500.) When, 18 days 
later, Trump endorsed Moore, 
the Republican National Com-

mittee immediately sent 
$170,000 to Alabama. If  the 
RNC, which accurately repre-
sents the president’s portion 
of  the party, did not have situ-
ational ethics it would have 
none.

Moore has been useful as a 
scythe slicing through some 
tall stalks of  pretentious-
ness: The self-described “val-
ues voters” and “Evangeli-
cals” of  pious vanity who 
have embraced Trump and 
his Alabama echo have some 
repenting to do before trying 
to reclaim their role as arbi-
ters of  Republican, and 
American, righteousness. We 
have, alas, not heard the last 
from them, but henceforth 
the first reaction to their 
“witness” should be re-
sounding guffaws. 

Elation is in order because 
a gross national embarrass-
ment has been narrowly 
avoided. But curb your enthu-
siasm because nationally, as 
in Alabama, most Republi-
cans still support the presi-
dent who supported the credi-
bly accused child molester. 
Alabama, however, has per-
haps initiated the inevitable 
sorting of  Republicans who 
retain a capacity for disgust 
from the Vichy Republicans 
who have none. After the 
president’s full-throated sup-

port of  the grotesque, he 
should be icily shunned by all 
but his diehard collaborators. 
For example: When the presi-
dent stages a signing ceremo-
ny for the tax legislation, no 
etiquette requires any Repub-
lican to be photographed grin-
ning over his shoulder. Stay 
away. 

By basking in the presi-
dent’s approval, Moore be-
came a clarifier. Henry 
Adams, great-grandson of  the 
second president and grand-
son of  the sixth, was unfair to 
the 18th when he wrote, “The 
progress of  evolution from 
President Washington to Pres-
ident Grant, was alone evi-
dence enough to upset Dar-
win.” By joining Steve Ban-
non’s buffoonery on Moore’s 
behalf, the 45th president 
planted an exclamation point 
punctuating a year of  hitherto 
unplumbed presidential 
depths. He completed his re-
markably swift — it has taken 
less than 11 months — rescue 
of  the 17th, Andrew Johnson, 
from the ignominy of  ranking 
as the nation’s worst presi-
dent.

George Will’s email address is 
georgewill@washpost.com.

© 2017, Washington Post Writ-
ers Group

George
Will
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COLUMNS AND COMMENTARY are the 
personal opinion of the writer whose byline 
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words. Send them to The Sumter Item, Opinion 
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to The Sumter Item, P.O. Box 1677, Sumter, S.C. 
29151, along with the full name of the writer, 
plus an address and telephone number for 
verification purposes only. Letters that exceed 
350 words will be cut accordingly in the print 
edition, but available in their entirety at 
www.theitem.com.  

Michael  
Barone

Real target of tax bills: Feds, eds and meds bloat

Are the current Repub-
lican tax bills an at-
tack on “feds, eds and 
meds’’? That’s a ref-

erence to the government, 
health care and education jobs 
that local Democrats in Day-

ton, Ohio, told 
Sen. Sherrod 
Brown have 
been fueling 
the area’s 
comeback.

The Dayton 
area’s reli-
ance on gov-
ernment is in 
tension with 
its history as 
an incubator 

of private-sector inventiveness, 
which more than a century ago 
produced the first cash regis-
ter, the first airplane and the 
first automotive electronic ig-
nition.

That’s a melancholy reflec-
tion. But the implied com-
plaints about the tax bills have 
more basis than the apocalyp-
tic rhetoric coming from jour-
nalists (Kurt Eichenwald: 
“America died tonight’’) and 
Democratic politicians (Nancy 
Pelosi: “the end of the world’’).

The Republican tax bills 
would indeed reduce revenues 
to the “feds,’’ with surprisingly 
small rate cuts for high earn-
ers and by cutting the corpo-
rate rate from 35 to 20 percent. 
The current rate, the highest 
in the world, has to be lowered 
sooner or later, as most liberal 
economists (and Barack 
Obama) have long admitted.

And it is hard to take seri-
ously those moaning about in-
creased budget deficits from 
those unwilling to reform enti-
tlements, which includes all 
Democrats and many Republi-
cans, notably Donald Trump.

The critics have more of  an 
argument when it comes to 
“eds’’ and “meds.’’ But there’s 
a counterargument there, as 
well — that the tax bills push 
against the counterproductive 
government policies that have 
been pushing up education 
and health care costs, to the 
detriment of  the consumers 
thereof.

The tax bills would impose a 
new 1.4 percent tax on the in-
vestment income of endow-
ments of very wealthy colleges 
and universities. They would 
eliminate deductions for stu-

dent loans and tax tuition 
waivers for graduate students.

These institutions have been 
coasting on their reputation for 
excellence and as havens of  
free thought, even as they im-
pose speech codes, conduct 
kangaroo courts on sexual as-
sault charges and allow hu-
manities and social science de-
partments to be dominated by 
postmodern agitprop and gib-
berish.

Student loans impoverish 
many students, especially 
dropouts, while the money 
they pump into universities 
produces administrative bloat, 
to the point that there are more 
administrators than teachers 
in higher education today. Gov-
ernment subsidies produce an 
oversupply of people with doc-
torates, causing their theses to 
go unread and their job pros-
pects to be dismal.

Polls show that many voters 
have become aware of  the in-
tolerance and unaccountabili-
ty of  these institutions and 
that the economic rewards of  
a degree are diminishing. The 
tax bills send a signal to the 
people running higher educa-
tion that they’d better change 

their ways.
On health care, the Republi-

cans have sent a similar signal 
by repealing the Obamacare 
mandate to buy insurance. It 
turns out that this “tax’’ — as 
Chief Justice John Roberts in-
sisted it is — falls most heavily 
on those with modest incomes, 
leading many of them to con-
clude that Obamacare policies 
are a bad deal. 

Or consider the yelps about 
the Republicans’ planned re-
peal of the deductibility of  
state and local taxes (except for 
some property taxes). This 
would be progressive in its in-
cidence, because most of the 
increased federal revenue 
would come from high earners 
in high-tax states, especially 
New York, New Jersey, Con-
necticut and California, whose 
residents tend to vote Demo-
cratic.

Americans in lower-tax 
states have been effectively 
subsidizing bloated public pay-
rolls and astonishingly gener-
ous pension plans. Removing 
the deduction would put pres-
sure on politicians in high-tax 
states and on the public em-
ployee unions to hold taxes and 

spending down.
This change, plus a possible 

Supreme Court ruling that 
public employees cannot be 
forced to pay union dues, 
should reduce the largesse that 
public employee unions have 
been contributing to Democrat-
ic candidates in these states 
and nationally. Seeing as pub-
lic employee union dues come 
from taxpayers, this amounts 
to public financing of the cam-
paigns of one political party. It 
shouldn’t be surprising that 
the other party wants to stop 
it.

The Republican tax plans 
can be seen as a pushback 
against “feds, eds and meds’’ 
inflation and a push toward 
something more like what pri-
vate-sector innovators (like 
those in long-ago Dayton) have 
been able to deliver.

Michael Barone is a senior po-
litical analyst for the Washing-
ton Examiner, resident fellow at 
the American Enterprise Insti-
tute and longtime co-author of  
The Almanac of American Poli-
tics.
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CAROLINA 
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Temperatures shown on map are 
today’s highs and tonight’s lows.
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Temperature

Precipitation

  Full 7 a.m. 24-hr
Lake pool yest. chg

  Flood 7 a.m. 24-hr
River stage yest. chg AT MYRTLE BEACH

 High Ht. Low Ht.
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TODAY

Abundant sunshine

59°

MONDAY

A little morning 
rain; cloudy

66° / 50°

WSW 6-12 mph

Chance of rain: 70%

SUNDAY

Mostly cloudy, 
afternoon rain

59° / 49°

E 4-8 mph

Chance of rain: 75%

SATURDAY

Plenty of sun

55° / 34°

S 3-6 mph

Chance of rain: 0%

FRIDAY

Times of clouds and 
sun

59° / 30°

WSW 6-12 mph

Chance of rain: 20%

TONIGHT

Partly cloudy

35°

VAR 2-4 mph

Chance of rain: 5%

W 6-12 mph

Chance of rain: 0%

High   48°
Low   29°
Normal high   57°
Normal low   34°
Record high   79° in 2007
Record low   8° in 1962

24 hrs ending 2 p.m. yest.   0.00"
Month to date   2.62"
Normal month to date   1.31"
Year to date   36.14"
Last year to date   47.38"
Normal year to date   44.91"

SUMTER THROUGH 2 P.M. YESTERDAY

Murray 360 354.76 +0.03
Marion 76.8 74.45 +0.10
Moultrie 75.5 74.56 +0.25
Wateree 100 96.68 +0.13

Black River 12 9.52 +0.34
Congaree River 19 1.39 +0.09
Lynches River 14 8.41 +0.15
Saluda River 14 3.66 +1.16
Up. Santee River 80 76.20 -0.40
Wateree River 24 5.15 -0.26

Sunrise 7:19 a.m. Sunset  5:14 p.m.
Moonrise 3:52 a.m. Moonset 3:13 p.m.

New First

Dec. 18 Dec. 26

Full Last

Jan. 1 Jan. 8

Today 6:15 a.m. 3.2 12:27 a.m. 0.1
 6:19 p.m. 2.8 1:03 p.m. 0.2
Fri. 7:01 a.m. 3.2 1:12 a.m. 0.0
 7:04 p.m. 2.8 1:51 p.m. 0.1

Asheville 46/25/s 45/27/pc
Athens 57/34/s 53/29/pc
Augusta 62/35/s 60/31/pc
Beaufort 62/42/s 63/39/c
Cape Hatteras 56/41/s 59/38/c
Charleston 62/40/s 63/39/c
Charlotte 55/31/s 51/29/pc
Clemson 56/33/s 51/30/pc
Columbia 61/36/s 59/32/pc
Darlington 59/33/s 57/27/pc
Elizabeth City 53/32/s 53/33/c
Elizabethtown 58/33/s 57/30/c
Fayetteville 57/33/s 57/31/pc

Florence 59/35/s 58/31/c
Gainesville 70/50/pc 72/43/c
Gastonia 56/32/s 50/27/pc
Goldsboro 57/31/s 56/31/c
Goose Creek 61/39/s 60/35/c
Greensboro 50/29/s 45/27/pc
Greenville 55/31/s 52/28/pc
Hickory 50/29/s 46/27/pc
Hilton Head 62/43/s 61/38/c
Jacksonville, FL 70/49/pc 72/43/c
La Grange 59/36/s 52/28/pc
Macon 62/36/s 59/30/pc
Marietta 54/32/s 48/28/c

Marion 50/27/pc 44/25/pc
Mt. Pleasant 62/41/s 61/36/c
Myrtle Beach 59/41/s 61/36/c
Orangeburg 60/37/s 58/31/pc
Port Royal 62/42/s 61/37/c
Raleigh 53/29/s 48/29/pc
Rock Hill 55/31/s 51/27/pc
Rockingham 56/31/s 53/26/pc
Savannah 64/41/s 64/40/c
Spartanburg 54/30/s 50/27/pc
Summerville 61/38/s 59/33/c
Wilmington 59/37/s 62/34/c
Winston-Salem 50/30/s 45/27/pc

 Today Fri.  Today Fri.  Today Fri.

Atlanta 56/36/s 50/31/pc
Chicago 30/21/pc 33/26/c
Dallas 62/36/s 58/35/s
Detroit 22/12/sf 30/18/sf
Houston 69/45/pc 57/40/s
Los Angeles 79/54/s 78/53/s
New Orleans 67/45/pc 53/43/r
New York 36/21/sf 31/26/c
Orlando 73/54/pc 75/52/c
Philadelphia 39/22/sf 34/26/c
Phoenix 74/48/s 71/45/s
San Francisco 64/46/s 62/47/pc
Wash., DC 44/27/pc 39/31/c

 Today Fri.

IN THE MOUNTAINS

Today: Milder with plenty of sunshine. 
Winds southwest 4-8 mph.
Friday: Partly sunny. Winds south 4-8 mph.

ON THE COAST

Today: Warmer with abundant sunshine. 
High 58 to 62.
Friday: More clouds than sun. High 59 to 
63.

54/30
55/31

54/30

61/36

59/33
59/35

59/41

59/35

60/36

62/40

59/34

DOWNLOAD 
THE APP TODAY

PICTURES FROM THE PUBLIC

HAVE YOU TAKEN PICTURES OF INTERESTING, EXCITING, BEAUTIFUL OR HISTORICAL PLACES? Would you like to share 
those images with your fellow Sumter Item readers? E-mail your hi-resolution jpegs to sandra@theitem.com, or mail to Sandra Holbert 
c/o The Sumter Item, P.O. Box 1677, Sumter, SC 29150. Include clearly printed or typed name of photographer and photo details. Include a 
self-addressed, stamped envelope for return of your photo. Amateur photographers only please. Photos of poor reproduction quality may not 
publish. With the exception of pictures that are of a timely nature, submitted photos will publish in the order in which they are received.

Donate your unwanted vehicles

Christmas Shopping EXPO to be held Sat-
urday

PUBLIC AGENDA

ARIES (March 
21-April 19): 
Use 
imagination, 
but don’t be 

fooled into thinking that things will 
just fall into place. If you want 
something, it’s up to you to make it 
happen. Expressing your desires 
will help you drum up help and 
support. Romance is encouraged.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Partnerships should be considered. 
Look at what others have to offer 
and make choices based on the 
most beneficial relationships 
possible. Don’t believe everything 
you are told. Instead, gather proof.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Use your 
business skills, know-how and 
experience to outmaneuver 
someone who is trying to get you 
to carry the majority of the 
responsibilities. Offer a fair 
alternative that won’t compromise 
your position or future dealings.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Stay 
focused on what you want to 
accomplish, but also pay tribute to 
those who have helped you along 
the way. Recognition and acting in 
good faith will be admirable and 
also serve to prop up your 
reputation and popularity.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Home 
improvements that are specific and 
kept under budget will help reduce 
overhead and motivate you to 
better handle your financial affairs. 
Be precise and detailed when 
discussing your plans to avoid a 
costly error.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Short 
trips, partnerships and taking care 
of business should be your priority. 
A function that allows you to 
present what you have to offer will 
pay off. Disregard anyone who is 
attempting to outshine you. Trust 

in your skills and experience.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Joint 
financial ventures should be looked 
over carefully. You may want to 
make an adjustment, but gather all 
the facts and make sure it won’t 
jeopardize your cash flow. Ask 
questions and take care of your 
affairs personally.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Share 
your emotions with someone you 
care about. Planning something 
that will improve the way you live 
can give you incentive to come up 
with and stick to a budget. Travel 
and new experiences are 
encouraged.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
Call in favors and do what you have 
to do to get ahead. Working 
diligently and secretively to 
achieve something that can help 
you move forward will pay off. An 
innovative idea will outmatch any 
competition you face.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Show how passionate you are 
about what you do, and you’ll 
impress the powers that be. Your 
attention to detail and power of 
persuasion will put you in an ideal 
position to get what you want.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Overreacting and emotional 
outbursts will lead to a feud you’ll 
wish you never started. Back away 
from discord and apply your time 
and energy toward doing 
something that benefits yourself 
and others. Choose love over 
anger.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Make a 
donation that will give you the tax 
write-off you need as well as help 
out a charitable organization. You 
can cut your costs if you are strict 
about the way you spend your 
money.

SUMTER COUNTY VOTER 
REGISTRATION / ELECTION 
COMMISSION
Today, 5:30 p.m., registration / 
election office, 141 N. Main St.

CLARENDON SCHOOL DISTRICT 3
Today, 7 p.m., district office, 
Turbeville
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The last word 
in astrology
EUGENIA LAST

AROUND TOWN
Central Carolina Technical Col-
lege invites the public to tour 
the Central Christmas Trees. 
Visit the college during nor-
mal operating hours through 
Dec. 15 to tour the trees and 
get in the holiday spirit. More 
than 20 Christmas trees will 
be on display for public 
viewing and voting. Can’t 
make it to the campus? You 
can also vote for your favor-
ite tree by visiting CCTC’s 
Facebook page. 
The Good Samaritans Christmas 
giveaway will be held from 8 
a.m. to noon on Saturday, 
Dec. 16, at Lee Central High 
School, Bishopville. Free 
food, clothing, toys and other 
items for all persons in need. 
Call the Rev. Eddie C. Thomas 
at (803) 459-4989 or the Rev. 
Raymond Cook at (803) 469-
6294 for more information.
A Christmas Shopping EXPO 
will be held from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 16, at 
the American Legion build-
ing, 30 S. Artillery Drive.
Sumter Animal Control will hold 
an adoption event from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 
16, at 1240 Winkles Road. The 
adoption coordinator and 
volunteers will be on hand to 
introduce you to the dogs 
and tell you a bit about each 
one. Animal Control has 
many loving dogs who need 
new homes. What better way 
to bring joy into your life 
than to give a homeless dog 
a forever home this holiday 
season? The adoption fee is 
$40 and a spay/neuter agree-
ment is mandatory to adopt 
any of the animals.
A Christmas Shopping EXPO 
will be held from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 16, at 
the American Legion build-
ing, 30 S. Artillery Drive. 
The Sumter Civil Air Patrol’s an-
nual Wreaths Across America 
ceremony will be held at noon 
on Saturday, Dec. 16, at Sum-
ter Cemetery, 700 W. Oakland 
Ave., to remember, honor 
and teach about our fallen 
heroes, those currently serv-

ing and our U.S. military vet-
erans. Retired Brig. Gen. 
Hugh Cameron will speak. If 
you would like to sponsor a 
wreath for this occasion, go 
to www.wreathsacrossamer-
ica.org. For more informa-
tion, contact Denise Owen at 
owenmom@aol.com. 
The 24th Annual Boykin Christ-
mas Parade will be held from 
2 to 5 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 
17, in Boykin.
Sumter High School Class of 
1978 will hold a 40th class re-
union planning meeting at 3 
p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 17, at 
the Sumter County Library, 
111 N. Harvin St. Contact 
Sumter High Class of 1978 on 
Facebook or email sumter-
high1978@gmail.com.
The Lincoln High School Alumni 
Association will meet at 4 p.m. 
on Sunday, Dec. 17, at the 
historical Lincoln Center caf-
eteria, Council Street. Call 
James L. Green at (803) 968-
4173.
The South Sumter Resource 
Center’s Performing Arts for the 
Holidays will be held at 7 p.m. 
on Monday, Dec. 18, at Patri-
ot Hall, 135 Haynsworth St. 
The event will feature sing-
ers, musicians, praise danc-
ers and more. Call (803) 436-
2276 for more details.
The Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 11078 of Summerton will 
meet at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Dec. 19, at the VFW Post on 
Cantey Street, directly be-
hind First Citizens Bank. Din-
ner will be held at 6:30 p.m. 
Call Carl A. Farley at (803) 
478-7593 or (803) 460-8910 for 
more information.
Mayewood High School Class of 
1977 will hold a holiday social 
from 6 to 9 p.m. on Saturday, 
Dec. 30, at New Beginnings, 
1335 Peach Orchard Roa. 
Cost is $12 per person. RSVP 
no later than Dec. 15. Make 
checks payable to 
Mayewood High School Class 
of 1977 and mail to Joseph 
Romeo, P.O. Box 2144, Sum-
ter, SC 29151.

FYI
The National Kidney Founda-
tion of South Carolina is in 
need of unwanted vehicles — 
even ones that don’t run. The 
car will be towed at no 
charge to you and you will 
be provided with a possible 
tax deduction. The donated 
vehicle will be sold at auc-
tion or recycled for salvage-
able parts. Call (800) 488-
2277.

The Muscular Dystrophy Fami-
ly Foundation Inc. (MDFF), a 
non-profit organization, ac-
cepts vehicle contributions. To 
complete a vehicle dona-
tion, call 1-800-544-1213 or 
log onto the organization’s 
web site at www.mdff.org 
and click on the automobile 
icon to complete an online 
vehicle donation applica-
tion.

Sandra Holbert shares this 
photo of the Hunting Island 
lighthouse in Beaufort. Origi-
nally constructed in 1859, the 
Hunting Island State Park 
lighthouse is the only light-
house in the state of South 
Carolina that is open to the 
public. There is a 167 step spi-
ral staircase that leads from 
the platform of the lighthouse 
to the top, where you will find 
yourself 132 feet above the 
ground. The first lighthouse 
was destroyed by the Confed-
erates during the beginning of 
the Civil War to prevent the 
Union from using it for navi-
gation. In 1875, the lighthouse 
was rebuilt and placed back in 
service until it was deactivat-
ed in June 1933.
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Clemson line-
backer Dorian 
O’Daniel (6) 
and the rest of 
the Tigers 
began prepara-
tion on Tuesday 
for their na-
tional semifinal 
game against 
Alabama in the 
Sugar Bowl on 
Jan. 1.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Wofford’s 
Ayers retiring 
after 30 years

SPARTANBURG – Wofford 
University head football 
coach Mike Ayers announced 
his retirement Wednesday, 
concluding a 30-year career 
in which he guided the Terri-
ers from the NAIA and 
NCAA Division II ranks to 
Division I and the Southern 
Conference.

“I’ve been very blessed to 
have had the po-
sition of  head 
football coach at 
Wofford for 30 
years and anoth-
er three years as 
an assistant 
coach,” Ayers 
said. “Today is a 
bittersweet day 

in that I still love the game 
and my guys, but it’s time 
for us to take a different 
road.

“I wasn’t smart enough to 
graduate from Wofford, but I 
was smart enough to take 
the head coaching job and it 
afforded me and my family 
the opportunity to have a 
wonderful life,” Ayers said. 
This decision that I have 
made today is a decision that 
has taken a while to make. 
I’ve prayed a lot, I’ve talked 
to people whose opinion I 
value a lot, and this day is a 
blessing. I truly believe that 
the program is in good 
hands.”

Along the way, Ayers’ Ter-
riers made appearances in 
the Division II Playoffs in 
1990 and 1991, the Division I 
FCS Playoffs in 2003, 2007, 
2008, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2016 
and 2017, and claimed South-
ern Conference titles in 2003, 
2007, 2010, 2012 and 2017.

“Over the past 30 years at 
Wofford, Mike Ayers has 
changed lives,” said Wofford 
Athletic Director Richard 
Johnson. “Along the way, he 
has won a lot of  football 
games. He will tell you that 
he is proudest of  the men 
that his players have be-
come. He is simply the em-
bodiment of  the values we at 
Wofford hold dear. His im-
pact on first-generation col-
lege students will reverber-
ate for decades to come. That 
is an enduring legacy. To 
change not one life, but 
many is why we are in the 
business of  education.”

Ayers’ story as head coach 
at Wofford began in 1988. At 
the time a program that had 
a proud history, with bowl 
game appearances and wins 
over Southeastern Confer-
ence teams on its resume, 
had fallen on hard times.

Enter Ayers, the young and 
energetic coach who had 
built East Tennessee State 
into a Southern Conference 
contender. Over milkshakes 
at the Biltmore Dairy Bar in 
Asheville, N.C.

Wofford athletics director 
Danny Morrison and Presi-
dent Joe Lesesne discussed 
the opportunity with Ayers.

On Dec. 22, 1987, he was in-
troduced as head coach.

Ayers’ impact on the Terri-
ers was immediate. He trans-
formed that 1-10 Wofford 
team into a .500 squad in 
1988 and then led the Terri-
ers to an NCAA Division II 
playoff  berth in 1990.

Ayers is the longest-serv-
ing head coach of  any sport 
in the college’s history, ac-
cording to a news release 
from the university. Among 
active FCS coaches, Ayers is 
fourth in wins with 218 in 
his career, 207 of  which were 
earned at Wofford. He leads 
coaches in South Carolina in 
longevity and victories. In 
the Southern Conference, he 
is third all-time in victories 
and seasons, behind only 
Jerry Moore at Appalachian 
State University and Wallace 
Wade at the University of  Al-
abama and Duke University.

FROM STAFF REPORTS

AYERS

PREP BASKETBALL

Learning on the fly

With six graduating seniors,Will 
Epps knew he would be losing a great 
deal from his Laurence Manning Acad-
emy boys basketball team that went 
26-8 and reached the quarterfinal 
round of  the SCISA 3A state playoffs.

It went a littler farther than that 
though. Three other players, Nazir An-
dino, Terrell Houston and Cameron 
Singleton, decided to transfer and are 
playing significant roles at Crestwood, 
Lakewood and Sumter high schools, re-
spectively.

Add in injuries to three players that 
have limited the Swampcats’ depth and 
Epps is happy to have his team off  to a 
6-2 start this season.

“I think we’re doing really good,” 
Epps said. “With these guys having to 
learn each other better and the injuries 
that we’ve been battling, I think we’re 
doing really well.”

LMA does have three starters return-
ing from last year. Jerrell Kelly, who is 
6-feet-8-inches tall, is back for his 
fourth season as a starter. Taylor Lee is 
in his third year starting at point guard 
and 6-2 Grayson Dennis is back as well.

Kelly is averaging a double-double so 
far this season with 13.5 points and 13.0 
rebounds per game. The 6-0 Lee is aver-
aging 10.0 points and Dennis is at 8.5 
points.

Dawson Hatfield, who is 6-3, is aver-
aging 9.0 points after not playing last 
season. The other starter is 6-1 Chase 
Lee.

“Dawson is long and athletic,” Epps 
said. “We’ve got a lot more size than we 
normally have.”

Swampcats still 
having success 
despite graduation, 
attrition, injuries
BY DENNIS BRUNSON
dennis@theitem.com

SUMTER ITEM FILE PHOTO

Laurence Manning Academy’s Jerrell Kelly (35) is one of three returning starters from last 
year’s 26-8 team. The Swampcats are off to a 6-2 start despite having lost six seniors, 
three transfers while having three players hampered with injuries.

PREP BASKETBALL

CLEMSON FOOTBALL

No. 1 Clemson back from break, focused on ’Bama

CLEMSON — This is Clemson coach Dabo 
Swinney’s favorite time of  the year — his league 
champion Tigers primed for bowl practice and 
ready to chase a national title.

“This is fun for me,” Swinney said Tuesday 
night.

The top-ranked Tigers (12-1, No. 1 CFP) 
have had most of  the past 10 days off  since 
dismantling Miami 38-3 to win their third 
straight Atlantic Coast Conference crown. 
That brought a third consecutive trip to the 
College Football Playoff  where they’ll face 
No. 4 Alabama (11-1) for — you guessed it — 
the third year in a row in the Sugar Bowl on 
New Year’s Day.

Swinney said the players needed the break 
from what was a long season striving to match 
last year’s national champions. They reconvened 
Sunday night for a brief  workout in shorts before 
getting down to the serious business of  prepping 
for the Crimson Tide.

“We’ve got a good plan,” Swinney said.

BY PETE IACOBELLI
The Associated Press

SEE CLEMSON, PAGE B2

LMA girls hope to build on 4-4 start

The Laurence Manning Academy 
varsity girls basketball team is off  to a 
4-4 start, and that makes first year 
head coach Gary Bennett happy.

“I think we’re doing a little bit better 
than people expected,” Bennett said. 
“Considering that we’ve won just eight 
games in the last two years, and we’re 
already halfway to that is a good thing.”

That doesn’t mean Bennett is satis-
fied though. He is looking for his team 
to get better as the season progresses.

“These girls are learning to play 
hard,” Bennett said. “Right now 
they’re just learning to play basket-
ball.”

Two of those girls are Bennett’s 

daughters, senior Brooke and freshman 
Lexi. They are both starters and are the 
Lady Swampcats’ top two scorers.

The other three starers are seniors 
in Abbie Patrick, Olivia Coker and 
Sarah Frasier. Seeing time off  of  the 
bench are Katherine Burns, Mason 
Ham and Macie Wilson. Sarah Knight 
Nalley was starting but has been side-
lined with a concussion for the last 10 
days.

LMA is a perimeter-oriented team on 
offense. Therefore, the Lady Swamp-
cats try to get out on the fast break as 
much as possible.

“We try to get out and run with it as 
often as we possibly can,” Coach Ben-
nett said. “We are a little inexperienced 
in the post, so we try to get into our 
transition game as much as possible.

“We’re pretty good from the outside 
as well. Coker and Lexi Bennett can 
stroke the 3(-point shot) pretty good.”

Defensively, Laurence Manning is 
generally running a variety of  zone de-
fenses. However, Coach Bennett isn’t 
afraid to alter things because of  Cok-
er’s defensive presence.

“If  we get someone on the other team 
with a hot hand, we’re not afraid to go 
to a box-and-one and let Olivia play 
that person man-to-man. She is our 
best defensive player.”

Since the Lady Swampcats are lack-
ing some depth, Coach Bennett has 
done his best to make sure his players 
are physically ready for what the op-
posing teams will try to do.

BY DENNIS BRUNSON
dennis@theitem.com

SEE LMA, PAGE B2

SEE CATS, PAGE B2



Jake Jordan, Braydon 
Osteen and Lawrence 
Fraiser are part of  the ro-
tation coming off  the 
bench. When they get 
healthy, Wyatt Rowland, 
Brewer Brunson and Terry 
Moore will be in the mix as 
well. Rowland has been 
hampered by a lingering 
foot injury suffered during 
football, while Brunson 
suffered an ankle injury. 
Moore dislocated a shoul-
der in the sixth game of  
the season.

With a bigger squad, 
Laurence Manning is using 
a zone much more on de-
fense.

“We’re definitely playing 
more zone than we did last 
year,” Epps said. “We’ve 

played a little bit of  man-
to-man and used some half-
court traps. We’re learning 
on the fly what we are good 
at, but I like to find ways to 
keep Jerrell close to the 
basket.”

Offensively, the Swamp-
cats are doing what they’ve 
done the last several years 
under Epps.

“We’re running a mo-
tion-based offense,” he 
said. “We’re running a 
4-around-1 motion. We try 
to get the ball inside to Jer-
rell, but he likes to face up 
to the basket some too. All 
we ask is when we pass the 
ball is move, make a cut, go 
the basket.”

LMA is the defending 
champion in Region II. The 
rest of  the 4-team region 
includes Wilson Hall, Or-
angeburg Prep and Flor-
ence Christian.
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SCOREBOARD

TV, RADIO
TODAY
1 p.m. — College Football: NCAA Division II 
Playoffs Semifinal Game — Texas A&M-
Commerce vs. Harding (ESPNU).
6:05 p.m. — Talk Show: Sports Talk (WDXY-
FM 105.9, WDXY-AM 1240).
7 p.m. — Women’s College Volleyball: NCAA 
Tournament Semifinal Match from Kansas 
City, Mo. — Nebraska vs. Penn State (ESPN).
7 p.m. — High School Basketball: Webster 
Grove (Mo.) vs. Memphis East (Tenn.) from 
Memphis, Tenn. (ESPN2).
7 p.m. — Professional Basketball: G-League 
Game — Fort Wayne at Maine (ESPNU).
7 p.m. — International Athletics: U.S. 
Olympic Trials from Blaine, Minn. — 
Curling Mixed Doubles (NBC SPORTS 
NETWORK).
8 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Los Angeles 
Lakers at Cleveland (TNT).
8:20 p.m. — NFL Football: Denver at 
Indianapolis (WIS 10, NFL NETWORK, 
WWFN-FM 100.1, WNKT-FM 107.5).
8:30 p.m. — College Basketball: Texas 
Southern at Baylor (ESPN2).
9:30 p.m. — Women’s College Volleyball: 
NCAA Tournament Semifinal Match from 
Kansas City, Mo. — Stanford vs. Florida 
(ESPN).
9:30 p.m. — Women’s College Basketball: 
Santa Clara at San Diego State (SPECTRUM 
1250).
10:30 p.m. — Professional Boxing: Diego De 
La Hoya vs. Jose Salgado in a 
Bantamweight Bout and Carlos Morales 
vs. Dardan Zenunaj for the WBA/NABA 
Super Featherweight Title from Indio, Calif. 
(ESPN2).
10:30 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Dallas at 
Golden State (TNT).
Midnight — Professional Golf: Asian Tour 
Indonesian Masters Second Round from 
Jakarta, Indonesia (GOLF).

NFL STANDINGS
By The Associated Press
All Times EST

AMERICAN CONFERENCE

East

 W L T Pct PF PA
New England 10 3 0 .769 368 250
Buffalo 7 6 0 .538 240 290
Miami 6 7 0 .462 236 318
N.Y. Jets 5 8 0 .385 266 311

South

 W L T Pct PF PA
Jacksonville 9 4 0 .692 329 202
Tennessee 8 5 0 .615 273 294
Houston 4 9 0 .308 312 335
Indianapolis 3 10 0 .231 212 343

North

 W L T Pct PF PA
y-Pittsburgh 11 2 0 .846 320 251
Baltimore 7 6 0 .538 318 246
Cincinnati 5 8 0 .385 226 271
Cleveland 0 13 0 .000 197 335

West

 W L T Pct PF PA
Kansas City 7 6 0 .538 329 289
L.A. Chargers 7 6 0 .538 298 225
Oakland 6 7 0 .462 264 304
Denver 4 9 0 .308 229 315

NATIONAL CONFERENCE

East

 W L T Pct PF PA
y-Philadelphia 11 2 0 .846 404 250
Dallas 7 6 0 .538 316 294
Washington 5 8 0 .385 285 344
N.Y. Giants 2 11 0 .154 199 321

South

 W L T Pct PF PA
New Orleans 9 4 0 .692 370 263
Carolina 9 4 0 .692 300 262
Atlanta 8 5 0 .615 294 261
Tampa Bay 4 9 0 .308 264 312

North

 W L T Pct PF PA
Minnesota 10 3 0 .769 309 235
Detroit 7 6 0 .538 338 329
Green Bay 7 6 0 .538 285 302
Chicago 4 9 0 .308 224 274

West

 W L T Pct PF PA
L.A. Rams 9 4 0 .692 396 265
Seattle 8 5 0 .615 314 252
Arizona 6 7 0 .462 231 317
San Francisco 3 10 0 .231 228 314
y-clinched division

TODAY’S GAMES
Denver at Indianapolis, 8:25 p.m.

SATURDAY’S GAMES
Chicago at Detroit, 4:30 p.m.
L.A. Chargers at Kansas City, 8:30 p.m.

SUNDAY’S GAMES
Philadelphia at N.Y. Giants, 1 p.m.
Cincinnati at Minnesota, 1 p.m.
Houston at Jacksonville, 1 p.m.
Arizona at Washington, 1 p.m.
N.Y. Jets at New Orleans, 1 p.m.
Miami at Buffalo, 1 p.m.
Green Bay at Carolina, 1 p.m.
Baltimore at Cleveland, 1 p.m.
L.A. Rams at Seattle, 4:05 p.m.
New England at Pittsburgh, 4:25 p.m.
Tennessee at San Francisco, 4:25 p.m.
Dallas at Oakland, 8:30 p.m.

MONDAY’S GAMES
Atlanta at Tampa Bay, 8:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, DEC. 23
Indianapolis at Baltimore, 4:30 p.m.
Minnesota at Green Bay, 8:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, DEC. 24
Cleveland at Chicago, 1 p.m.
Atlanta at New Orleans, 1 p.m.
Denver at Washington, 1 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Carolina, 1 p.m.
Miami at Kansas City, 1 p.m.
L.A. Rams at Tennessee, 1 p.m.
L.A. Chargers at N.Y. Jets, 1 p.m.
Detroit at Cincinnati, 1 p.m.
Buffalo at New England, 1 p.m.
Jacksonville at San Francisco, 4:05 p.m.
N.Y. Giants at Arizona, 4:25 p.m.
Seattle at Dallas, 4:25 p.m.

MONDAY, DEC. 25
Pittsburgh at Houston, 4:30 p.m.
Oakland at Philadelphia, 8:30 p.m.

NBA STANDINGS
By The Associated Press
All Times EST

EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
Boston 23 6 .793 —
Toronto 17 8 .680 4
New York 14 13 .519 8
Philadelphia 14 13 .519 8
Brooklyn 11 15 .423 10½

Southeast Division

 W L Pct GB
Washington 14 13 .519 —
Miami 13 13 .500 ½
Orlando 11 17 .393 3½
Charlotte 10 16 .385 3½
Atlanta 6 21 .222 8

Central Division

 W L Pct GB
Cleveland 20 8 .714 —
Milwaukee 15 10 .600 3½
Indiana 16 11 .593 3½
Detroit 14 13 .519 5½
Chicago 6 20 .231 13

WESTERN CONFERENCE

Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
Houston 21 4 .840 —
San Antonio 19 9 .679 3½
New Orleans 14 14 .500 8½
Memphis 8 19 .296 14
Dallas 8 20 .286 14½

Northwest Division

 W L Pct GB
Minnesota 16 12 .571 —
Denver 15 12 .556 ½
Portland 13 13 .500 2
Utah 13 14 .481 2½
Oklahoma City 12 14 .462 3

Pacific Division

 W L Pct GB
Golden State 22 6 .786 —
L.A. Clippers 10 15 .400 10½
L.A. Lakers 10 16 .385 11
Sacramento 9 18 .333 12½
Phoenix 9 20 .310 13½

WEDNESDAY’S GAMES
L.A. Clippers at Orlando, 7 p.m.
Memphis at Washington, 7 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Indiana, 7 p.m.
Denver at Boston, 7:30 p.m.
Portland at Miami, 7:30 p.m.
Milwaukee at New Orleans, 8 p.m.
Utah at Chicago, 8 p.m.
Toronto at Phoenix, 9 p.m.
Charlotte at Houston, 9:30 p.m.

THURSDAY’S GAMES
Detroit at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
New York at Brooklyn, 7:30 p.m.
L.A. Lakers at Cleveland, 8 p.m.
Sacramento at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Dallas at Golden State, 10:30 p.m.

FRIDAY’S GAMES
Detroit at Indiana, 7 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at Washington, 7 p.m.
Miami at Charlotte, 7 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
Portland at Orlando, 7 p.m.
Brooklyn at Toronto, 7:30 p.m.
Utah at Boston, 7:30 p.m.
Atlanta at Memphis, 8 p.m.
Chicago at Milwaukee, 8 p.m.
New Orleans at Denver, 9 p.m.
San Antonio at Houston, 9:30 p.m.

SATURDAY’S GAMES
Portland at Charlotte, 7 p.m.
Oklahoma City at New York, 7:30 p.m.
Utah at Cleveland, 7:30 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at Miami, 8 p.m.
Milwaukee at Houston, 8 p.m.
Phoenix at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Dallas at San Antonio, 8:30 p.m.
Boston at Memphis, 9 p.m.

NHL STANDINGS
By The Associated Press
All Times EST

EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Tampa Bay 30 22 6 2 46 113 74
Toronto 32 20 11 1 41 108 92
Boston 27 14 9 4 32 78 75
Montreal 31 13 14 4 30 85 99
Florida 31 12 14 5 29 92 108
Detroit 30 11 13 6 28 81 99
Ottawa 29 9 13 7 25 79 101
Buffalo 31 8 17 6 22 67 104

Metropolitan Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Columbus 31 19 11 1 39 88 80
Washington 32 19 12 1 39 100 93
New Jersey 30 17 9 4 38 94 92
N.Y. Islanders 30 17 10 3 37 108 100
N.Y. Rangers 30 16 11 3 35 99 89
Pittsburgh 32 16 13 3 35 94 104
Philadelphia 30 12 11 7 31 87 88
Carolina 30 12 11 7 31 83 93

WESTERN CONFERENCE

Central Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
St. Louis 32 21 9 2 44 104 81
Winnipeg 31 18 8 5 41 107 87
Nashville 29 18 7 4 40 95 84
Minnesota 30 16 11 3 35 89 88
Dallas 31 17 13 1 35 91 90
Chicago 31 15 11 5 35 93 84
Colorado 30 14 14 2 30 94 100

Pacific Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Los Angeles 32 20 9 3 43 98 73
Vegas 30 19 9 2 40 105 94
San Jose 29 16 10 3 35 79 69
Calgary 31 16 12 3 35 89 96
Anaheim 31 13 11 7 33 83 91
Vancouver 31 14 13 4 32 82 90
Edmonton 31 13 16 2 28 93 101
Arizona 33 7 21 5 19 75 114
NOTE: Two points for a win, one point for 
overtime loss. Top three teams in each 
division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs.

TUESDAY’S GAMES
Edmonton 7, Columbus 2
Buffalo 3, Ottawa 2
Philadelphia 4, Toronto 2
Washington 5, Colorado 2
New Jersey 5, Los Angeles 1
Minnesota 2, Calgary 1, SO
Tampa Bay 3, St. Louis 0
Chicago 3, Florida 2, OT
Carolina 3, Vegas 2, SO

WEDNESDAY’S GAMES
Dallas at N.Y. Islanders, 7 p.m.
N.Y. Rangers at Ottawa, 7 p.m.
Boston at Detroit, 8 p.m.
Nashville at Vancouver, 10 p.m.

TODAY’S GAMES
Buffalo at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
Washington at Boston, 7 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Columbus, 7 p.m.
New Jersey at Montreal, 7:30 p.m.
Chicago at Winnipeg, 8 p.m.
Anaheim at St. Louis, 8 p.m.
Toronto at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Florida at Colorado, 9 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Arizona, 9 p.m.
Nashville at Edmonton, 9 p.m.
San Jose at Calgary, 9 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Vegas, 10 p.m.

FRIDAY’S GAMES
Dallas at New Jersey, 7 p.m.
Carolina at Buffalo, 7 p.m.
Los Angeles at N.Y. Rangers, 7 p.m.
Toronto at Detroit, 7:30 p.m.
San Jose at Vancouver, 10 p.m.

SATURDAY’S GAMES
Edmonton at Minnesota, 2 p.m.
N.Y. Rangers at Boston, 5 p.m.
Los Angeles at N.Y. Islanders, 7 p.m.
Winnipeg at St. Louis, 7 p.m.
Montreal at Ottawa, 7 p.m.
Columbus at Carolina, 7 p.m.
Dallas at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
Anaheim at Washington, 8 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Arizona, 8 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Colorado, 9 p.m.
Nashville at Calgary, 10 p.m.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL
FCS PLAYOFFS
By The Associated Press
All Times EST

FIRST ROUND
Saturday, Nov. 25
Furman 28, Elon 27
Stony Brook 59, Lehigh 29
New Hampshire 14, CCSU 0
Kennesaw St. 28, Samford 17
South Dakota 38, Nicholls 31
Weber State 21, Western Illinois 19
Northern Iowa 46, Monmouth (NJ) 7
San Diego 41, Northern Arizona 10

SECOND ROUND
Saturday, Dec. 2
James Madison 26, Stony Brook 7
Kennesaw State 17, Jacksonville State 7
Wofford 28, Furman 10
South Dakota State 37, Northern Iowa 22
New Hampshire 21, Central Arkansas 15
Sam Houston St. 54, South Dakota 42
North Dakota State 38, San Diego 3
Weber State 30, Southern Utah 13

QUARTERFINALS
Friday, Dec. 8
James Madison 31, Weber State 28
Saturday, Dec. 9
North Dakota State 42, Wofford 10
South Dakota State 56, New Hampshire 14
Sam Houston State 34, Kennesaw State 27

SEMIFINALS
Friday, Dec. 15
Sam Houston State (12-1) at North Dakota 
State (12-1), 8 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 16
South Dakota State (11-2) at James 
Madison (13-0), 4:30 p.m.

CHAMPIONSHIP
Saturday, Jan. 6
At Toyota Stadium
Frisco, Texas
Semifinal winners, Noon

BOWL SCHEDULE
SATURDAY, DEC. 16
Celebration Bowl
At Atlanta
NC A&T (11-0) vs. Grambling State (11-1), 
Noon (ABC)
New Orleans Bowl
North Texas (9-4) vs. Troy (10-2), 1 p.m. 
(ESPN)
Cure Bowl
Orlando, Fla.
Georgia State (6-5) vs. Western Kentucky 
(6-6), 2:30 p.m. (CBSSN)
Las Vegas Bowl
Boise State (10-3) vs. Oregon (7-5), 3:30 
p.m. (ABC)
New Mexico Bowl
Albuquerque
Colorado State (7-5) vs. Marshall (7-5), 4:30 
p.m. (ESPN)
Camellia Bowl
Montgomery, Ala.
Arkansas State (7-3) vs. Middle Tennessee 
(6-6), 8 p.m. (ESPN)

TUESDAY, DEC. 19
Boca Raton (Fla.) Bowl
Akron (7-6) vs. FAU (10-3), 7 p.m. (ESPN)

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 20
Frisco (Texas) Bowl
Louisiana Tech (6-6) vs. SMU (7-5), 8 p.m. 
(ESPN)

THURSDAY, DEC. 21
Gasparilla Bowl
At St. Petersburg, Fla.
Temple (6-6) vs. FIU (8-4), 8 p.m. (ESPN)

FRIDAY, DEC. 22
Bahamas Bowl
Nassau
Ohio (8-4) vs. UAB (8-4), 12:30 p.m. (ESPN)
Famous Idaho Potato Bowl
Boise
Central Michigan (7-5) vs. Wyoming (7-5), 4 
p.m. (ESPN)

SATURDAY, DEC. 23
Birmingham (Ala.) Bowl
South Florida (9-2) vs. Texas Tech (6-6), 
Noon (ESPN)
Armed Forces Bowl
Fort Worth, Texas
San Diego State (10-2) vs. Army (9-3), 3:30 
p.m. (ESPN)
Dollar General Bowl
Mobile, Ala.
Appalachian State (8-4) vs. Toledo (11-2), 7 
p.m. (ESPN)
Sunday, Dec. 24
Hawaii Bowl
Honolulu
Fresno State (9-4) vs. Houston (7-4), 8:30 
p.m. (ESPN)

TUESDAY, DEC. 26
Heart of Dallas Bowl
West Virginia (7-5) vs. Utah (6-6), 1:30 p.m. 
(ESPN)
Quick Lane Bowl
Detroit
Northern Illinois (8-4) vs. Duke (6-6), 5:15 
p.m. (ESPN)
Cactus Bowl
Phoenix
Kansas State (7-5) vs. UCLA (6-6), 9 p.m. 
(ESPN)

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 27
Independence Bowl
Shreveport, La.
Southern Mississippi (8-4) vs. Florida State 
(6-6), 1:30 p.m. (ESPN)
Pinstripe Bowl
Bronx, N.Y.
Boston College (7-5) vs. Iowa (7-5), 5:15 
p.m. (ESPN)
Foster Farms Bowl
Santa Clara, Calif.
Arizona (7-5) vs. Purdue (6-6), 8:30 p.m. 
(FOX)
Texas Bowl
Houston
Texas (6-6) vs. Missouri (7-5), 9 p.m. 
(ESPN)

THURSDAY, DEC. 28
Military Bowl
Annapolis, Md.
Virginia (6-6) vs. Navy (6-6), 1:30 p.m. 
(ESPN)
Camping World Bowl
Orlando, Fla.
Oklahoma State (9-3) vs. Virginia Tech (9-
3), 5:15 p.m. (ESPN)
Alamo Bowl
San Antonio
Stanford (9-4) vs. TCU (10-3), 9 p.m. (ESPN)
Holiday Bowl
San Diego
Washington State (9-3) vs. Michigan State 
(9-3), 9 p.m. (FOX)

FRIDAY, DEC. 29
Belk Bowl
Charlotte, N.C.
Wake Forest (7-5) vs. Texas A&M (7-5), 1 
p.m. (ESPN)
Sun Bowl
El Paso, Texas
NC State (8-4) vs. Arizona State (7-5), 3 
p.m. (CBS)
Music City Bowl
Nashville, Tenn.
Kentucky (7-5) vs. Northwestern (9-3), 4:30 
p.m. (ESPN)
Arizona Bowl
Tucson, Ariz.
New Mexico State (5-6) vs. Utah State (6-
6), 5:30 p.m. (CBSSN)
Cotton Bowl Classic
Arlington, Texas
Southern Cal (11-2) vs. Ohio State (11-2), 
8:30 p.m. (ESPN)

SATURDAY, DEC. 30
TaxSlayer Bowl
Jacksonville, Fla.
Louisville (8-4) vs. Mississippi State (8-4), 
Noon (ESPN)
Liberty Bowl
Memphis, Tenn.
Iowa State (7-5) vs. Memphis (10-2), 12:30 
p.m. (ABC)
Fiesta Bowl
Glendale, Ariz.
Washington (10-2) vs. Penn State (10-2), 4 
p.m. (ESPN)
Orange Bowl
Miami Gardens, Fla.
Wisconsin (12-1) vs. Miami (10-2), 8 p.m. 
(ESPN)

MONDAY, JAN. 1
Outback Bowl
Tampa, Fla.
Michigan (8-4) vs. South Carolina (8-4), 
Noon (ESPN2)
Peach Bowl
Atlanta
UCF (12-0) vs. Auburn (10-3), 12:30 p.m. 
(ESPN)
Citrus Bowl
Orlando, Fla.
Notre Dame (9-3) vs. LSU (9-3), 1 p.m. 
(ABC)
Rose Bowl (CFP Semifinal)
Pasadena, Calif.
Oklahoma (12-1) vs. Georgia (12-1), 5:10 
p.m. (ESPN)
Sugar Bowl (CFP Semifinal)
New Orleans
Clemson (12-1) vs. Alabama (11-1), 8:45 
p.m. (ESPN)

MONDAY, JAN. 8
College Football Championship
Atlanta
Rose Bowl winner vs. Sugar Bowl winner, 8 
p.m. (ESPN)

SATURDAY, JAN. 20
East-West Shrine Classic
At St. Petersburg, Fla.
East vs. West, 3 p.m. (NFLN)
NFLPA Collegiate Bowl
At Carson, Calif.
American vs. National, TBA (FS1)

SATURDAY, JAN. 27
Senior Bowl
At Mobile, Ala.
North vs. South, 2:30 p.m. (NFLN)

TRANSACTIONS
WEDNESDAY
By The Associated Press

MLB AMERICAN LEAGUE
MINNESOTA TWINS — Agreed to terms with 
RHP Michael Pineda on a two-year 
contract.
SEATTLE MARINERS —Acquired RHP Shawn 
Armstrong from Cleveland and LHP 
Anthony Misiewicz from Tampa Bay for 
future considerations.

The Tigers usually do. 
They are 40-3 the past three 
seasons, including one de-
feat coming to Alabama and 
coach Nick Saban in the 2015 
title game, 45-40. Clemson 
faced the Tide in the final 
game a year ago, this time 
coming away with 35-31 vic-
tory with a last-second TD to 
shock favored Alabama.

The winner this time will 
leave with the Sugar Bowl 
trophy and a chance to 
play for the game’s biggest 
prize — and certainly en-
hance the legacy of  a grow-
ing rivalry between two of  
the most dominant pro-
grams of  this era.

There’s little doubt, Swin-
ney said, that these Alabama-
Clemson matchups will 
probably define this part of  
the decade in college football.

“I don’t think there’s any 
question some point down 
the road that we’ll look back 
at this decade, for sure, and 
take great pride in it,” Swin-
ney said.

First, though, he’s got a 
team to prepare.

The Tigers have played 
with a focus down the 
stretch that was not always 
as evident earlier. They’ve 
scored at least 31 points in 
their past five games, all 
victories. They’ve given up 
just 16 total points and one 
TD in the last three, two of  
them against potent offens-
es in South Carolina and 
the Hurricanes.

The Tigers were supposed 
to take a dip this season after 
losing 11 starters from the 
national champions, includ-
ing All-Americans and NFL 
first-rounders in quarter-
back Deshaun Watson and 
receiver Mike Williams. Still, 
Clemson’s back where it’s 
been the past two seasons.

“These guys just think 
they should win,” Swinney 
said.

Receiver Ray-Ray Mc-
Cloud said the Tigers will 
carry that belief into Ala-
bama. McCloud, a junior 
who is third on the team 
with 46 catches, is excited 
for another chance to play 
the Crimson Tide, but said 
no matter the opponent, 
Clemson would prepare 
with the same mentality 
that’s marked their success. 
Alabama is “just another 
team in the way,” he said.

The time off  has given 
players with small injuries 
and those with more signifi-
cant ones to heal. Swinney 
believes starting linebacker 
Tre Lamar and cornerback 
Mark Fields would be ready 
come New Year’s Day.

One backup who’ll miss 
the Alabama game is line-
backer Judah Davis, who is 
out with a knee injury. 
Swinney said Davis, the son 
of former Clemson line-
backer Jeff  Davis, could re-
turn if  the team reaches the 
title game in Atlanta.

Swinney will juggle work-
outs with his players taking 
final exams this week. 
They’ll practice on campus 
through Dec. 22 when the 
team will get time off for the 
holidays. The Tigers will re-
convene Dec. 26 and head to 
New Orleans the next day.

By then, Swinney said, 
the game plan will be set so 
that practices in the Bayou 
will be about small refine-
ments and polishing what’s 
already in place.

“Everybody has the same 
amount of time, but how 
you use the time is differ-
ent,” Swinney said. “And I 
think that’s what matters 
for us.”

CLEMSON FROM PAGE B1

CATS 
FROM PAGE B1

“We need to really be in 
shape because teams will 
try to take advantage of  
that,” he said. “They will 
try to run a lot.”

Coach Bennett said a pre-
season goal was to get to 10 
victories, and with the heavy 

part of the schedule facing 
LMA after the first of the 
year, that could be a chore. 
Again though, he and his 
team are not allowing that to 
be their ultimate goal.

“I really want them to 
learn the game of  basket-
ball,” he said. “We want 
them to work hard and get 
better.”

SUMTER ITEM FILE PHOTO

Laurence Manning Academy’s Brooke Bennett (25) is back for 
her senior season. She has helped the Lady Swampcats get off 
to a 4-4 start.

LMA FROM PAGE B1
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RONALD L. DENNING

SUMMERTON — Ronald 
Lewis Denning, 67, husband 
of  Margie Susan Smith Den-

ning, died on 
Tuesday, Dec. 12, 
2017, at Palmetto 
Health Tuomey.

Born on Jan. 
16, 1950, in Burl-
ington, Iowa, he 
was a son of  the 
late Edward Wil-

liam Denning and Amelia 
Marie Suter Denning. He was 
a U.S. Army veteran of  the 
Vietnam War and a member 
of  the Tybee Island American 
Legion. He was an avid musi-
cian and a former member of  
the Four Way Stop Band.

Surviving in addition to his 
wife of  Summerton are a son, 
Nicholas Denning and fian-
cée, Renee Overstreet, of  Eff-
ingham, Georgia; five grand-
children, Abigail, Olivia, Lil-
lie, Landon and Aiden; a 
brother, Ricky French (Bon-
nie) of  Virginia; a sister, Con-
nie Cook (Jerry) of  Bartow, 
Florida; and several nieces 
and nephews.

In addition to his parents, 
he was preceded in death by a 
son, T.J. Denning.

A memorial service will be 
held at 1 p.m. on Saturday in 
the chapel of  Stephens Funer-
al Home with the Rev. Patrick 
Goodwin officiating.

In lieu of  flowers, memori-
als may be made to the Amer-
ican Cancer Society, 128 
Stonemark Lane, Columbia, 
SC 29210.

Stephens Funeral Home & 
Crematory, 304 N. Church St., 
Manning, is in charge of  ar-
rangements, (803) 435-2179. 
www.stephensfuneralhome.org

EDWARD MICKENS

Edward Mickens, 49, hus-
band of  Sarah Retter Wells 
Mickens, died on Thursday, 

Dec. 7, 2017.
He was a son 

of  the late Rob-
ert Player and 
Daisy Mae Gam-
ble Mickens.

Funeral servic-
es for Mr. 
Micknes will be 

held at 1 p.m. on Friday at 
Walker Gamble Elementary 
School, New Zion, with Pastor 
James Doggett Jr. presiding, 
Pastor Joseph Privette, eulo-
gist, and Minister Stanley 
Simmons assisting. Burial 
will follow at Hickory Grove 
Baptist Church Cemetery.

The family is receiving 
friends at his residence.

These services have been 
entrusted to Samuels Funeral 
Home LLC of  Manning.

BETTY S. PETERS

Betty Shires Peters, 89, our 
beautiful and loving mother, 
passed away on Dec. 10, 2017, 

in the loving 
hands to our 
heavenly father 
at Oak Hill Place 
(The Summit) in 
Oak Hill, West 
Virginia. Her vi-
vacious, loving 
spirit will always 
remain a part of  

our lives.
Born on Feb. 7, 1928, at Ron-

ceverte, West Virginia, she 
was a daughter of  the late 
Ward A. and Ruby Shaver 
Shires. She graduated from 
Union High School, Union, 
West Virginia, where she was 
an all-star basketball player 
and received many awards.

Betty was a member of  Oak 
Hill Methodist Church and 
sang with the choir for many 
years in the 1960’s. She was an 
active member in the commu-
nity, serving as a Girl Scout 
leader and the Junior Wom-
en’s Club. She worked in the 
Fayette County, West Virginia, 
Sheriff’s Office (tax depart-
ment). She and her husband 
moved to Sumter in the early 
1970’s, where she worked at 
Blue Ridge Transfer. After re-
tiring, she enjoyed babysitting 
many children in the commu-
nity.

Betty always said she had 
angels that looked down on 
her from heaven who took 
care of  her. Betty helped raise 
the children of  five Sumter 
families that spanned 30 years 
of  her life: Mr. and Mrs. Wal-
ter Dunlap, Brett and Nancy 
Bishop, John and Susan Brab-
ham, Kyle and Susan Osteen, 
and Curt and Adelaide Spen-
cer. 

Betty, known as “B” to her 
Sumter children, took care of  
them not as a job but as her 
own and in love. Betty was 
their angel: Walter Dunlap, 
Andrew, Rodger and Lucas 
Bishop, John and Spencer 
Brabham, Wells and Brown 
Osteen, and Sallie and Ellie 
Spencer. 

Betty was always “dressed 
to the nines,” clothing, jewel-
ry, pocketbook and shoes al-
ways matched. She was like a 
grandmother to her Sumter 

families. We celebrated 
Christmas with Betty, invited 
her to our Mother’s Day lun-
cheons and always took her 
out to dinner for her birthday. 

Brown, at six years old, no-
ticed how Betty liked to wear 
jewelry and told her, “’B’, 
when I grow up, I’m going to 
buy you a diamond ring.” 

Wells states that “B” played 
a major role in her life. 

Betty always made every-
thing better with butter, mak-
ing our children the best but-
tery grilled cheese sandwich-
es ever.

Betty said when she goes to 
heaven she wants to take care 
of  all the children, now “B” is 
taking care of  all God’s chil-
dren in heaven.

We are blessed to have had 
Betty in our lives and all the 
warm memories to cherish. 
She always said, “I love you 
honey” and we loved “B” too. 
— Your Sumter children and 
families

She is survived by her 
daughters, Linda Rounsavall 
of  Burke, Virginia, Sharon 
Ann Pugh (Bill) of  Oak Hill 
and David Peters, Tampa, 
Florida; grandsons, Dr. Wil-
liam E. Pugh (Bethany) of  Oak 
Hill and John Rounsavall of  
Burke; granddaughter, Allison 
Peters of  St. Augustine, Flori-
da; great-granddaughters, 
Sarah Catherine Klovanish of  
St. Augustine, Florida, and 
Eva Kate Pugh of Oak Hill; sis-
ter, Dixie Major (Tom) of  Mur-
phy, North Carolina; and 
brother, Bill Shires (Shirley) of  
Clayton, North Carolina.

She was preceded in death 
by her husband, Louie H. Pe-
ters; her son, Allen Preston 
Peters; her aunt, Louise 
Shires; and father-in-law and 
mother-in-law, Lewis and 
Willa Peters.

Funeral services will be 
held at 1 p.m. on Saturday in 
the chapel of  Elmore Hill Mc-
Creight Funeral Home in 
Sumter with the Rev. Joseph 
James Jr. officiating. 

The family will greet 
friends from noon to 1 p.m. at 
Elmore Hill McCreight Funer-
al Home. 

Burial will be at Evergreen 
Memorial Park cemetery. 

The family would love to 
thank the nurses at Oak Hill 
Place for the constant love 
and attention they bestowed 
on our mother. 

Online condolences may be 
sent to www.sumterfunerals.
com.

Elmore Hill McCreight Fu-
neral Home & Crematory, 221 
Broad St., Sumter, is in charge 

of  the arrangements, (803) 
775-9386. 

JEANNETTE D. SMITH

SAVANNAH, Ga. — A Re-
membering Jeannette service 
for Jeannette Dew Smith, 62, 
who died on Sunday, Nov. 19, 
2017, will be held at 3 p.m. on 
Sunday at Hephzibah Bible 
Church, 176 Manville-Wisacky 
Road, Bishopville, SC 29010. 
Donna R. Kea-Smith will con-
duct the service. 

In lieu of  flowers, memori-
als may be made to Gideon’s 
International, P.O. Box 664, 
Lugoff, SC 29078 or Hephzibah 
Bible Church, c/o the Rev. 
Tim Lee, 431 Elmore Road, 
Bishopville, SC 29010.

 Mrs. Smith was born in 
Bishopville, a daughter of  the 
late John T. “J.T.” Dew and 
Pearl Alexander Dew. She was 
named after her paternal 
grandmother, Jeanette Talon 
Dew.

 She is survived by her hus-
band, Eugene E. Smith Jr. of  
Atlanta; stepsons, Stewart 
Shane Smith and Eugene E. 
Smith III; daughter, Chastity 
Wallace; a special daughter-
in-law, Wendy (Dan) 
D’Allaird; aunts, Roma Mang-
um and Adria Belk; special 
cousin, George Ernest Medlin 
Jr.; sister, Mary Virginia Dew; 
and the love of  her life, her 
granddaughter, Savannah 
Smith.

 Jeannette was quite a 
“unique” person and her ser-
vice will not be your everyday 
funeral or celebration of  life 
service. If  you have an anec-
dote, story or something the 
two of  you shared, we want 
you to come prepared to share 
that with everyone.

Hancock-Elmore-Hill Fu-
neral Home of  Bishopville is 
in charge of  arrangements.

WILLIAM O. BOYER

William O. Boyer, 75, de-
parted this life on Sunday, 
Dec. 10, 2017, at Palmetto 
Health Tuomey.

He was born on July 17, 
1942, in Baltimore, a son of  
the late Rebecca Tiller.

Job’s Mortuary Inc., 312 S. 
Main St., Sumter, is in charge 
of  arrangements.

ALONZO COLCLOUGH

Alonzo Colclough, 61, de-
parted this life on Tuesday, 

Dec. 12, 2017, at his residence.
He was born on March 21, 

1956, in Sumter, a son of Lucin-
da McFadden Colclough and the 
late Shakespeare Colclough.

The family will be receiving 
friends at 10 Par Court, Sum-
ter, SC 29154.

Job’s Mortuary Inc., 312 S. 
Main St., Sumter, is in charge 
of  arrangements.

MARY L. HOWARD

Minister Mary L. Howard, 
widow of  Jesse Howard, en-
tered eternal rest on Dec. 7, 
2017, at her residence, 400 E. 
Church St., Bishopville. 

The family is receiving 
friends at the residence. 

Visitation will be held from 
2 to 6 p.m. today at the funeral 
home. 

Funeral service will be held 
at 1 p.m. on Friday at New 
Zion African Methodist Epis-
copal Church, Bishopville, 
with the pastor, the Rev. Ar-
chie S. Temoney Sr. officiat-
ing. Interment will follow at 
New Zion Memorial Garden. 

Wilson Funeral Home, 403 
S. Main St., Bishopville, is in 
charge of  arrangements.

ALLEN M. TOLBERT

Allen M. Tolbert, 69, husband 
of Gwendolyn Pugh Tolbert, 
died on Tuesday, Dec. 12, 2017, 
at Palmetto Health Tuomey. 

Born on April 15, 1948, in 
York, he was a son of  Martha 
E. Tolbert.

Funeral arrangements are 
incomplete and will be an-
nounced by Williams Funeral 
Home Inc.

Online memorial messages 
may be sent to the family at wil-
liamsfuneralhome@sc.rr.com.

OBITUARIES

DENNING

MICKENS

PETERS

Crestwood High School’s varsity 
girls basketball team had three play-
ers score in double figures as it defeat-
ed East Clarendon 62-38 on Wednesday 
at The Castle.

Destinee Jamison led the Lady 
Knights, who improved to 6-1 on the 
season, with 20 points. Jah’Che Whit-
field added 19 and Brittany Epps had 11.

Talaysia Cooper led EC with 16 
points and Caitlyn Timmons had nine.
LAKEWOOD 45
CAMDEN 24

CAMDEN — Lakewood High School 
improved to 4-2 with a 45-24 victory 

over Camden on Wednesday at the 
CHS gymnasium.

Ki’Ari Cain led the Lady Gators 
with 20 points. Lashala Harvin added 
12.
HARTSVILLE 48
SUMTER 42

HARTSVILLE — Sumter High 
School fell to 3-3 with a 48-42 loss to 
Hartsville on Tuesday at the HHS 
gymnasium.

Carnashia Wells led the Lady Game-
cocks with 14 points. Tamerah Brown 
added eight and Dynasia Jackson had 
six.

LAURENCE MANNING 51
THE KING’S ACADEMY 15

MANNING — Laurence Manning 
Academy evened its record at 4-4 
with a 51-15 victory over The King’s 
Academy on Monday at Bubba 
Davis Gymnasium.

Brooke Bennett led the Lady 
Swampcats with 10 points. Catherine 
Burns had eight, Olivia Coker seven 
and Macy Wilson and Lexi Bryan both 
had six.

On Saturday in the Baron Classic 
in Sumter, LMA lost to Palmetto 
Christian 55-49. Lexi Bennett led 
Laurence Manning with 19 points, 

while Bennett had 10, Coker seven 
and Abbie Patrick six.

MIDDLE SCHOOL
CHESTNUT OAKS 37
MANNING 20

MANNING — Chestnut Oaks re-
mained undefeated with a 37-20 victo-
ry over Manning Junior High on Mon-
day at the MJHS gymnasium.

Quanayzha Pearson led the 5-0 Lady 
Falcons with 20 points. Antiyona 
Roach added 13.

From staff  reports

GIRLS AREA ROUNDUP

Crestwood has 3 in double figures in 62-38 win over ECHS

BOYS AREA ROUNDUP

Gamecocks edge Hartsville 64-63; Camden nips Lakewood
HARTSVILLE — The Sum-

ter High School varsity boys 
basketball team improved to 
5-2 on the season with a 64-63 
victory over Hartsville on 
Tuesday at the HHS gymnasi-
um.

Cam Singleton came up 
with a steal in the final sec-
onds to secure the win. Single-
ton finished with 13 while 
Isiah Moore led the way with 
18. Omar Croskey had 11 and 
Calvin Felder had 10.

Kyron Gray led the 2-3 Red 
Foxes with 32 points and 15 
rebounds. Trae Hannibal had 
11 points and 11 rebounds.

On Saturday in the Bojan-
gle’s Bash in Columbia, SHS 
lost to Dorman 70-61.

Moore had a double-double 
with 21 points and 15 re-
bounds. Tyree Smalls and 
Singleton both had seven 
points, while Felder, Zykiem 

Jackson, Croskey and Javon-
tay Singletary each had six. 
Jackson also had six assists.
CAMDEN 51
LAKEWOOD 47

Lakewood High School fell 
to 4-2 with a 51-47 loss to Cam-
den on Wednesday at The 
Swamp.

Grant Singleton led the Ga-
tors with 19 points. Juwan 
Perdue scored eight points 
while grabbing 10 rebounds.
LEE CENTRAL 68
BUFORD 47

LANCASTER — Lee Cen-
tral High School opened its 
Region IV-2A schedule with a 
68-47 victory over Buford on 
Tuesday at the BHS gymnasi-
um.

DaVeon Thomas led the 6-3 
Stallions with 16 points. De-
marcus Smith added 15.

PALMETTO CHRISTIAN 66
WILSON HALL 42

Wilson Hall fell to 4-5 with a 
66-42 loss to Palmetto Chris-
tian on Tuesday at Nash Stu-
dent Center.

Palmetto Christian jumped 
out to a 25-7 lead after one 
quarter.
PEE DEE 51
THOMAS SUMTER 40

MULLINS – Thomas Sum-
ter Academy lost to Pee Dee 
51-40 on Monday at the PDA 
gymnasium.

Tyler Millwood led the Gen-
erals with 11 points. Eli Kess-
inger had nine and Zach Fu-
gate had seven.

JV BASKETBALL
LEE CENTRAL 39
BUFORD 38

LANCASTER — Lee Central 

edged Buford 39-38 on Tuesday 
at the BHS gymnasium.

Daurrion Kelly topped the 
Stallions with 16 points, while 
Omari Martin had 10.
LAKEWOOD 34
CAMDEN 23

CAMDEN — Lakewood 
High School evened its record 
at 3-3 with a 34-23 victory over 
Camden on Tuesday at the 
CHS gymnasium.

Tillman Vaughn led the Ga-
tors with 12 points. Umar 
Lawson added seven.

MIDDLE SCHOOL
DP COOPER 43
SCOTT’S BRANCH 38

SUMMERTON — Scott’s 
Branch Middle School lost to 
DP Cooper 43-38 on Wednes-
day at the SBMS gymnasium.

Randy Gipson led the Ea-

gles with 15 points. Tariq 
Coard had eight and Terrance 
Pusher had six.
MAYEWOOD 49
BATES 48

Mayewood Middle School 
defeated Bates 49-48 on Mon-
day at the MMS gymnasium.

Zyeir Gamble led the Ban-
tams with 16 points.
CHESTNUT OAKS 63
MANNING 58

MANNING — Chestnut 
Oaks defeated Manning Ju-
nior High 63-58 in overtime on 
Monday in the MJHS gymna-
sium.

Lawrence Burroughs led 
the Falcons with a double-
double of  16 points and 10 re-
bounds. Kori Green had 21 
points and eight rebounds, 
while Zayveon Wells had 12 
points and seven boards.



bizarro soup to nutz

beetle bailey born loser

mother goose dog eat doug

andy capp garfield

blondie zits

dilbert

jumble sudoku

hoW to play:
Each row, column and 
set of 3-by-3 boxes 
must contain the 
numbers 1 through 9 
without repetition.

jeff macnelly’s shoe

the daily crossWord puzzle

ACROSS
1 Place for peas 

or z’s
4 Bridge 

measure
8 Like traffic at 

a bottleneck
14 “Norma __”
15 She famously 

said “Play it” 
to 49-Across

16 Saved to 
watch later

17 Horace’s “__ 
Poetica”

18 Year-end 
rewards

20 One-step-at-a-
time toy

22 “Only __”: 
NPR sports 
program

23 Silver State 
capital

26 “The Mindy 
Project” actor 
Barinholtz

29 Well-endowed 
org.?

30 McKellen and 
McShane

31 Said further
33 Real estate 

unit
34 Acted bullish?
35 Classic TV 

intro which 
can be 
applied to the 
starts of the 
four other 
longest puzzle 
answers

41 Volunteer’s 
offer

42 “Vaya con __”

43 Attach with 
string

44 Half of half-
and-half

45 Flower painted 
by van Gogh

49 See 15-Across
50 Bad break
52 Really worry
55 __ Tunes
56 Dugout 

loudmouth
60 Horseplayer’s 

hangout, for 
short

61 “Good News” 
Grammy 
winner Kathy

62 Workshop 
gadget

63 Opposite of 
paleo-

64 Wimps
65 Cheek or lip
66 “Yakety __”: 

rock-’n’-roll 
novelty hit

DOWN
1 “Donnie __”: 

Depp film
2 Part of a 

winter hat
3 Appetite
4 Michael 

Moore 
film about 
healthcare

5 “No more 
fighting!”

6 Pack animal
7 “Don’t think 

so”
8 Cheap smoke
9 Actress Fey
10 Egg cell

11 Trident-
carrying god

12 “My 
goodness”

13 Pigs out (on), 
for short

19 Creatures in 
caves

21 Pres. advisory 
team

24 “The Alienist” 
novelist Caleb

25 Boss’ demand 
often followed 
by “now!”

27 Shrewd
28 Circular 

current
31 Tori of pop
32 Head-

slapper’s cry
33 Long, long 

time
35 Search engine 

results
36 Director Kazan
37 Basic 

principles
38 Big head

39 Sandy 
sediment

40 Like a really 
bad comedy 
skit

44 Fictional 
detective  
Mr. __

45 U.N. workers’ 
agcy.

46 Sentences 
that need 
fixing

47 Summer  
drink

48 Posh stadium 
seating

50 Hindu princes
51 “The Highway- 

man” poet
53 “Hair” parts
54 Biblical 

pronoun
56 Big name in 

luxury autos
57 __ de cologne
58 Rite Aid 

competitor
59 Soul maker

Ed Sessa

Previous Puzzle Solved

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

PREVIOUS SOLUTION

12/14/17

DEAR ABBY — 
This letter is 
in response 
to “Blessed 
in New York” 
(Aug. 4), the 
mom who 
gave birth to 
her precious 
daughter on 
Christmas 
Day and 
wondered if  
maybe she 

should have 
timed her pregnancy better.

 Our daughter was born on 
Dec. 20. When she was only a 
few years old, we purchased a 
2-foot-tall artificial tree and 
named it the “birthday tree.” 
She could decorate it every 
year however she liked. Any 
birthday presents went under 
that tree. That made her day 
special. When she got married 

and moved out, her birthday 
tree went with her. 

Blessed, too, in Indiana
 

DEAR BLESSED, TOO — I enjoyed 
reading the letters from you 
and other readers who are 
Christmas babies or have a 
family member who is one. 
Their upbeat, positive experi-
ences made me smile. Read 
on:

 
DEAR ABBY — My daughter was 
born on Christmas Eve. From 
the time she was 5 and able to 
recognize that her birthday 
cards were getting scrambled 
in with the other holiday 
cards, we started celebrating 
on June 24 — her half-birth-
day. She gets excited every 
year as it nears. She’ll be 32. 
Celebrating her half-birthday 
was the best thing we could 
have decided to do and I have 

no regrets. 
Mom of  a Christmas baby

 
DEAR ABBY — I was born in De-
cember and I LOVE my birth-
day! My mother, grandmoth-
er, sister-in-law and niece 
were also born in December. 
It’s a great time to have a 
birthday. Everything is deco-
rated for the holidays and 
most people are in a good 
mood. My family never blend-
ed the occasions so that 
helped. 

 As to people’s comments, 
my reply is: “Everyone has a 
birthday. Mine just happens 
to be at Christmastime, so 
please acknowledge that.” 
The only thing I do wish is, if  
I receive a birthday gift, I 
hope it’s wrapped in birthday 
paper and not Christmas 
wrap. 

Holly in Arkansas

Christmas babies enjoy celebrating during holidays

Dear Abby
ABIGAIL  
VAN BUREN
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BY KEVIN McDONOUGH
ABC offers the 2017 holi-

day “Frozen” spinoff, “Olaf’s 
Frozen Adventure” (8 p.m.). 
The musical adventure was 
created by the directors of  
“Disney Prep & Landing” (8:30 
p.m., ABC, TV-G), also from 
Disney Animation Studios.

“Olaf’s Frozen Adventure” 
features the singing and 
speaking voices of  the stars 
from “Frozen,” including 
Josh Gad in the title role and 
Kristen Bell and Idina Men-
zel as Anna and Elsa. It will 
feature four new original 
songs composed by Kate An-
derson and Elyssa Samsel, 
accompanied by an 80-piece 
orchestra.

Packing so much new 
music into 22 minutes makes 
for a fairly simple story. Olaf  
will learn of  holiday tradi-
tions, including Christmas, 
Hanukkah and winter sol-
stice, before a crisis and 
wolf-related mishaps inspire 
the townsfolk to gather to-
gether to save him. As in the 
“Prep & Landing” cartoons, 
there will be fruitcake jokes.

• “Empire” star Taraji P. 
Henson hosts a new, 2017 
spin on her holiday tradi-
tion, “Taraji’s White Hot Holi-
days” (9 p.m., Fox, TV-PG). 
Look for appearances and 
performances from Fergie, 
Ciara, DJ Khaled, Leslie 
Odom Jr., Chaka Khan, 
Faith Evans, Jussie Smollett, 
Salt-N-Pepa and Ying Yang 
Twins.

“White Hot” follows “Show-
time at the Apollo” (8 p.m., 
Fox, TV-14). Co-hosted by 
Steve Harvey and Adrienne 
Houghton (“The Real”), this 
musical showcase features 
Snoop Dogg, Boyz II Men, 

Fifth Harmony and DMX 
performing some of  their fa-
vorite Christmas songs.

• Also on a holiday musical 
note, the “iHeartRadio Jingle 
Ball 2017” (8 p.m., CW, TV-
PG) offers performances by 
Taylor Swift, Ed Sheeran, 
The Chainsmokers, Fifth 
Harmony, Liam Payne, Ca-
mila Cabello and Niall 
Horan.

TONIGHT’S CHRISTMAS 
MOVIES

• Ernest bails Santa out of  
a Florida jail in the 1988 
comedy “Ernest Saves Christ-
mas” (10 p.m., AMC). The late 
Jim Varney stars.

• A woman can’t figure out 
why her boyfriend is a Grin-
ch in the 2012 romance “Any-
thing But Christmas” (8 p.m., 
ION Life).

• A personal shopper tries 
to help a cranky client enjoy 
the holiday spirit in the 2015 
comedy “A Gift Wrapped 
Christmas” (10 p.m., Life-
time).

• A Christmas shop is the 
only thing between an ambi-
tious developer and a major 
financial score in the 2017 
romantic comedy “Sharing 
Christmas” (10 p.m., Hall-
mark).

TONIGHT’S OTHER 
HIGHLIGHTS

• The U.S. Olympic Trials (7 
p.m., NBC Sports Network) 
feature Curling: Mixed Dou-
bles. Every four years some 
of  us get excited about curl-
ing!

• The Cleveland Cavaliers 
host the Los Angeles Lakers 
in NBA action (8 p.m., TNT).

• Two helpings of  “Myster-
ies at the Museum” (Travel, 
TV-PG) involve strange food 
(8 p.m.), fleeing Communist 
Cuba (9 p.m.).

• The Indianapolis Colts 
host the Denver Broncos in 
“Thursday Night Football” 
(8:20 p.m., NBC, NFL). Also 
streaming on Amazon 
Prime.

• Desserts, cookies and 
other sweet treats set the 
agenda on “The Great Ameri-
can Baking Show” (9 p.m., 
ABC, TV-PG).

• An incarcerated friend 
from Hondo’s past asks him 
to protect his son from the 
gang life on “S.W.A.T.” (10 
p.m., CBS, TV-14).

• Next month marks the 
20th anniversary of  a sex 
scandal that resulted in im-
peachment. Reelz anticipates 
the retrospective feeding 
frenzy with a repeat airing 
of  “Monica Lewinsky: What 
Happened?” (10 p.m.).

SERIES NOTES
A Christmas letter from 

his brother leaves Leonard 
feeling like a failure on “The 
Big Bang Theory” (8 p.m., 
CBS, TV-14) * A road trip to 
a shuttle launch on “Young 
Sheldon” (8:30 p.m., CBS, TV-
PG) * Marjorie needs moral 
support on “Mom” (8 p.m., 
CBS, TV-14) * Grace Byers 
participates on “Whose Line 
Is It Anyway” (9:30 p.m., CW, 
r, TV-14) * Clementine be-

comes Lark’s nanny on “Life 
in Pieces” (9:30 p.m., CBS, TV-
PG).

CULT CHOICE
Judy Garland and Mickey 

Rooney star in the 1943 di-
version “Girl Crazy” (8 p.m., 
TCM). The second film adap-
tation of  the George and Ira 
Gershwin musical, “Crazy” 
features some of  their better 
known songs, including 
“Embraceable You,” “But 
Not For Me” and “I’ve Got 
Rhythm.”

LATE NIGHT
Niecy Nash is booked on 

“The Daily Show With Trevor 

Noah” (11 p.m., Comedy Cen-
tral) * Jack Black and Kate 
Hudson appear on “Conan” 
(11 p.m., TBS) * Adam Driver 
and John Early are booked 
on “The Late Show With Ste-
phen Colbert” (11:35 p.m., 
CBS) * Jimmy Fallon wel-
comes Kevin Hart, Hailee 
Steinfeld, Alesso and Watt 
on “The Tonight Show” (11:35 
p.m., NBC) * Laura Dern, 
Fergie and Mark Guiliana 
visit “Late Night With Seth 
Meyers” (12:35 a.m., NBC) * 
Hugh Jackman and John 
Cena appear on “The Late 
Late Show With James Corden” 
(12:35 a.m., CBS).

Copyright 2017
United Feature Syndicate

THURSDAY EVENING DECEMBER 14
 SP FT 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM

LOCAL CHANNELS

 WIS	 *	 3 10
WIS News 10 at 
7 (N)  

Football Night in Indianapolis The crew 
on the field in Indianapolis gets ready for 
all the football action. (N) 

(:20) NFL Football Denver Broncos at Indianapolis Colts. The Colts battle the Broncos. Indianapolis is 8-2 versus Denver over the 
last 10 games, including two playoff wins. The Colts’ 13-7 overtime loss to Buffalo was just the 11th time Frank Gore (IND) has lost 
while rushing for 100 or more yards. (N)  (Live) 

WIS News 10 at 
11 (N)  

(12:05) The Tonight 
Show Starring 
Jimmy Fallon (N)

 WLTX	 3	 9 9
News 19 at 7pm (N) Inside Edition (N)  The Big Bang The-

ory (N)   (DVS)
(:31) Young Shel-
don (N)   (DVS)

(:01) Mom Marjorie’s 
husband has a 
stroke. (N) 

Life in Pieces Jen 
and Greg hire a 
nanny for Lark. (N)

S.W.A.T. “Homecoming” A childhood 
friend asks Hondo for help. (N)  

News 19 at 11pm 
(N) 

(:35) The Late Show With Stephen 
Colbert Adam Driver; John Early; Jon 
Batiste. (N)  

 WOLO	 9	 5 12
Wheel of Fortune 
“Secret Santa” (N)  

Jeopardy! (N)  “Olaf’s Frozen 
Adventure” (2017) 
Premiere.  

Disney Prep & 
Landing  

The Great American Baking Show “Dessert and Cookie Week” Dessert and cookie 
challenges. (N)  

ABC Columbia 
News at 11 (N) 

(:35) Jimmy Kimmel Live “Will Smith; 
Pharrell Williams; N.E.R.D.” Will Smith; 
Pharrell Williams; N.E.R.D. (N)  

 WRJA	 ;	 11 14
Rick Steves’ 
Europe  

Palmetto Scene  A Chef’s Life 
Restaurant’s 10th 
birthday celebration. 

A Chef’s Life 
“Shake, Rattle, and 
Pole (Beans)” 

The Great British Baking Show “Christ-
mas Masterclass” Mince pies; Christmas 
pudding. (N)  

A Chef’s Life Holiday Special: Vivian 
Howard’s holiday celebration.  

Tavis Smiley (N)  BBC World News  NHK Newsline  

 WACH	 Y	 6 6
The Big Bang 
Theory  

The Big Bang 
Theory  

Showtime at the Apollo “Christmas” 
Musical acts perform holiday songs. (N)   
(DVS)

Taraji’s White Hot Holidays: A music and 
variety holiday special.  

WACH FOX News at 10 (N) (Live) Sports Zone DailyMailTV (N)  TMZ (N)  

 WKTC	 Ø	 4 22
Last Man Standing 
Mike establishes 
strict house rules.

Last Man Standing 
Mike bonds with a 
new neighbor. 

iHeartRadio Jingle Ball 2017: The annual concert event; Taylor 
Swift.  

Whose Line Is It 
Anyway? “Grace 
Byers”  

Law & Order: Criminal Intent “Shandeh” 
Philanderer’s wife is murdered.  

Law & Order: Criminal Intent “Con-Text” 
Self-help guru implicated.  

The Game Tasha 
faces her insecu-
rities.  

CABLE CHANNELS

 A&E 46 130
The First 48 “The Fighter; Final Ride” Two 
fatal shootings are investigated. 

The First 48: Scared Silent A young 
woman is shot in broad daylight. (N) 

The First 48 A woman is beaten and 
stabbed to death. (N)  

The Menendez Murders: Erik Tells All: 
Erik recalls his mother’s decline. 

(:03) The First 48 “A Man’s Game” An 
Atlanta man is shot and left to die.

(12:03) The First 
48: Scared Silent

 AMC 48 180 (5:30) ››	“This Christmas” (2007) 
Delroy Lindo, Idris Elba. 

›	“Deck the Halls” (2006, Comedy) Danny DeVito, Matthew Broderick, Kristin Che-
noweth. Neighbors clash over decoration glare. 

››	“Ernest Saves Christmas” (1988) Jim Varney, Douglas Seale. Premiere. Santa 
turns to a wacky cabbie in his search for a successor. 

››	“The Bucket 
List” (2007) 

 ANPL 41 100 North Woods Law  North Woods Law “Blindsided” (:01) North Woods Law  (:01) North Woods Law “On the Run” (:01) North Woods Law  North Woods Law

 BET 61 162 (6:57) ›››	“Set It Off” (1996, Action) Jada Pinkett, Queen Latifah, Vivica A. Fox. Desperation drives four women to bank-robbery. Martin “Control”  Martin “You’ve Got 
a Friend”  

The Rundown With 
Robin Thede (N)

The Comedy Get 
Down (N)

Martin “Control”  

 BRAVO 47 181
Top Chef Junior Testing athletic and 
culinary skills. 

Million Dollar Listing Los Angeles Flagg 
is forced to co-list with a rival.

Million Dollar Listing Los Angeles 
Madison pops a big question. (N) 

Top Chef “Smile and Say Mise” The chefs 
visit chef Alex Seidel’s farm. (N)

Watch What Hap-
pens Live

(:45) Million Dollar Listing Los Angeles 
Madison pops a big question. 

 CNBC 35 84 Shark Tank  Shark Tank  (Part 1 of 2) Shark Tank  Shark Tank  The Profit “Monica Potter Home” The Profit 
 CNN 3 80 Erin Burnett OutFront (N) Anderson Cooper 360 (N) Anderson Cooper 360 (N) CNN Tonight With Don Lemon (N) CNN Tonight With Don Lemon (N) Anderson Cooper

 COM 57 136 (5:20) ››	“The Hangover Part III” (2013) 
Bradley Cooper, Ed Helms. 

The Fake News With Ted Nelms: Ted 
Nelms reads absurd news items. 

(8:55) Drunk Histo-
ry “Scoundrels”

Drunk History “Bar 
Fights” 

Drunk History 
“Chicago” 

Drunk History 
“Cleveland” 

The Daily Show 
With Trevor Noah

The Opposition w/ 
Jordan Klepper (N)

(12:01) South Park 
“Cat Orgy” 

 DISN 18 200
Bunk’d  Raven’s Home  Andi Mack  Stuck in the Middle  Bizaardvark  Raven’s Home  K.C. Undercover  Liv and Maddie  Bizaardvark  Raven’s Home  Stuck in the Middle  

 DSC 42 103 Naked and Afraid: Nightcrawlers (N) Naked and Afraid: Nightcrawlers (N) Naked and Afraid “Nightcrawlers” The Honduran rainforest; Colombia. (N) Naked and Afraid A Panamanian island. Bushcraft Build-Off
 ESPN 26 35 Women’s College Volleyball NCAA Tournament -- Penn State vs Nebraska. (N) NCAA Update Women’s College Volleyball NCAA Tournament -- Stanford vs Florida. (N) (Live) SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N)
 ESPN2 27 39 High School Basketball College Basketball Texas Southern at Baylor. (N) (Live) Boxing Diego De La Hoya vs. Jose Salgado. (N) (Live)
 FOOD 40 109 The Grill Dads Eat, Sleep, BBQ Chopped “Holiday Reality Check” Chopped “Chopped Grand Holiday” Beat Bobby Flay Beat Bobby Flay Beat Bobby Flay Beat Bobby Flay Chopped 
 FOXN 37 90 The Story With Martha MacCallum (N) Tucker Carlson Tonight (N) Hannity (N) The Ingraham Angle (N) Fox News at Night (N) Tucker Carlson

 FREE 20 131 (6:45) ››	“Four Christmases” (2008, Romance-Comedy) Vince Vaughn, Reese 
Witherspoon. A couple must somehow fit in four holiday visits with family. 

(8:50) ›››	“National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation” (1989, Comedy) Chevy 
Chase. A traditional Griswold yuletide backfires in comic fashion.  

The 700 Club A car accident breaks his 
neck.  

“Angry Angel” 
(2017) 

 FSS 21 47 Hawks  Pregame NBA Basketball Detroit Pistons at Atlanta Hawks. From Philips Arena in Atlanta. (N) (Live) Hawks Postgame Running  NBA Basketball Detroit Pistons at Atlanta Hawks.

 HALL 52 183
(6:00) “Christmas in Evergreen” (2017) 
Ashley Williams, Teddy Sears. 

“The Christmas Cottage” (2017, Drama) Merritt Patterson, Steve Lund. A cynical 
designer decorates the romantic Christmas cottage. 

“Sharing Christmas” (2017, Drama) Ellen Hollman, Bobby Campo, Dave Koz. A real 
estate developer’s big opportunity hits a snag. 

“12 Gifts of Christ-
mas” (2015) 

 HGTV 39 112 Flip or Flop Flip or Flop Flip or Flop Flip or Flop Flip or Flop Ft. Flip or Flop Ft. House Hunters Hunters Int’l Vintage Flip (N) House Hunters Flip or Flop Ft.
 HIST 45 110 American Pickers “Museum Man” American Pickers   (DVS) American Pickers “Unique Rides” (N) (:11) American Pickers  (:10) American Pickers  (DVS) American Pickers

 ION 13 18
Blue Bloods “Excessive Force” Danny 
lands in hot water.  

Blue Bloods “Genetics” An adoption 
dispute gets complicated. 

Blue Bloods “The One That Got Away” 
Frank intervenes in a child abuse case.

Blue Bloods “In & Out” A gang-related 
murder is investigated.  (DVS)

Blue Bloods “Lost Souls” Erin asks Antho-
ny to wear a wire.   (DVS)

Blue Bloods   (DVS)

 LIFE 50 145
Grey’s Anatomy Alex gains the trust of a 
shy patient.  

››	“Christmas With the Kranks” (2004, Comedy) Tim Allen, Jamie Lee Curtis, Dan 
Aykroyd. A couple scramble to assemble a holiday celebration. 

(:02) “A Gift Wrapped Christmas” (2015, Drama) Meredith Hagner, Travis Milne, 
Beverly Mitchell. A woman makes her new client get into the holiday spirit. 

(12:01) “Christmas 
With the Kranks”

 MSNBC 36 92 Hardball With Chris Matthews (N) All In With Chris Hayes (N) The Rachel Maddow Show (N) The Last Word The 11th Hour With Brian Williams (N) Rachel Maddow
 NICK 16 210 The Thundermans The Thundermans ›	“Hoodwinked Too! Hood vs. Evil” (2011) Full House Fresh Prince Fresh Prince Friends  Friends  Friends  
 SPIKE 64 153 Friends  Friends  Friends  Friends  ›››	“The Hangover” (2009, Comedy) Bradley Cooper, Ed Helms, Zach Galifianakis.  ›››	“Rush Hour” (1998)  

 SYFY 58 152 (6:35) ››	“Pan” (2015, Children’s) Hugh Jackman, Garrett Hedlund, Rooney Mara. 
Young Peter must save Neverland from the pirate Blackbeard. 

Van Helsing “Base Pair” Old loyalties are 
put to the test. (N) 

Ghost Wars Lambda’s attempts to experi-
ment go awry. (N)

Superstition “Echoes of My Mind” The 
Dredge tortures Calvin. (N) 

Happy! “What 
Smiles Are For”

 TBS 24 156
Seinfeld The four 
pals are arrested.

Seinfeld “The 
Chaperone” 

Seinfeld “The Big 
Salad”  

Seinfeld “The 
Pledge Drive” 

The Big Bang 
Theory 

The Big Bang 
Theory 

The Big Bang 
Theory 

The Big Bang 
Theory 

Conan “Jack Black; Kate Hudson” Actor 
Jack Black; actor Kate Hudson. (N)

Drop the Mic 

 TCM 49 186 (4:45) ››››	“Around the World in 80 
Days” (1956) David Niven. 

››	“Girl Crazy” (1943, Musical Comedy) Mickey Rooney, Judy Garland, Gil Stratton. 
Playboy eyes dean’s granddaughter at male mining school. 

›››	“Alexander’s Ragtime Band” (1938, Musical) Tyrone Power, Alice Faye, Don 
Ameche. A bandleader and a composer vie for a vocalist’s affection. 

›››	“High Soci-
ety” (1956)

 TLC 43 157 Say Yes, Dress Say Yes, Dress 90 Day Fiancé: Extended “Breaking Point” David’s kids meet Annie; extended. Unexpected (N) (:02) 90 Day Fiancé: Extended “Breaking Point” 

 TNT 23 158
NCIS: New Orleans “The Recruits” A 
Navy SEAL is murdered.  

NBA Basketball Los Angeles Lakers at Cleveland Cavaliers. (N Subject to Blackout) (Live) NBA Basketball Dallas Mavericks at Golden State Warriors. (N Subject to Blackout) 
(Live) 

 TRUTV 38 129 Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Carbonaro Eff. Carbonaro Eff. Carbonaro Eff. Carbonaro Eff. Carbonaro Eff. Carbonaro Eff. Carbonaro Eff. Carbonaro Eff. Carbonaro Eff.
 TV LAND 55 161 M*A*S*H M*A*S*H Love-Raymond Love-Raymond Love-Raymond Love-Raymond Mom  Mom  King of Queens King of Queens King of Queens

 USA 25 132 (5:30) ›››	“Thor” (2011) Chris 
Hemsworth, Natalie Portman.  (DVS)

WWE Tribute to the Troops Featuring The Shield, Charlotte Flair, AJ Styles, and The 
New Day all in action. (N) 

Damnation “Den of Lost Souls” A traveling 
carnival comes to Holden. (N)

(:01) Law & Order: Special Victims Unit 
A money manager is found murdered.

Law & Order: Spe-
cial Victims Unit

 WE 68 166 Tamar & Vince Tamar & Vince Tamar & Vince “Hard to Manage” (N) (:05) Growing Up Hip Hop Atlanta (N) (:05) Tamar & Vince “Hard to Manage” Law Order: CI
 WGNA 8 172 Cops  Cops  Cops  Cops  Cops  Cops  Cops  Cops  Cops  Cops  Cops  
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It’s beginning to sound a lot like Christmas

MICHAEL BECKER / FOX
Jussie Smollett, left, and Fergie perform on “Taraji’s White Hot Holi-
days” airing at 9 p.m. today on FOX.

494 Pinewood Rd.
Sumter, SC 29154

803-757-1114

Wed-Fri 6 am-11 am
Sat & Sun 6 am-2 pm

Made by Hand. Cooked to order. Just for you

“Where Everyone is Treated Like Family”

Aunt Ruth Ann’s
2017-18

DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF TOMMY MIMS

Please Mail To: The Sumter Item/Fireside Fund
PO Box 1677 • Sumter, SC 29150

Or Drop Off At The Item
36 W. Liberty Street



Great for person looking for extra income.
If you have good dependable transportation and a 
phone in your home and a desire to earn a good 

extra income...

COME BY & APPLY AT
36 W. Liberty Street

Sumter, SC

CONTRACTORS WANTED!*
For Routes in Our Delivery Area

 A2    |   TUESDAY, APRIL 25, 2017   THE SUMTER ITEM  

*PRN CONTRACTORS AS NEEDED.

Will buy furniture by piece or bulk,
tools, trailers, lawn mowers, 4
wheelers, or almost anything of
value. Also old signs & lawn furniture
Call 803-983-5364

Want to Buy

MERCHANDISEMERCHANDISE

A Notch Above Tree Care Full
quality service low rates, lic./ins., free
est BBB accredited 983-9721

Ricky's Tree Service Tree removal,
stump grinding, Lic & ins, free quote,
803-435-2223 or cell 803-460-8747.

Newman's Tree Service Tree
removal, trimming, topping, view
enhancement pruning, bobcat
work stump grinding, Lic &
insured. Call 803-316-0128

Tree Service

All Types of Roofing & Repairs All
work guaranteed. 30 yrs exp. SC lic.
Virgil Bickley 803-316-4734.

Not sure why
BUSINESS
IS SLOW?

Advertise today and let your 
business be in sight 

and in the minds of your customers.

is not just a saying 
in business.

 Street • Sumter, SC
803.774.1200

www.theitem.com

Roofing

 Street
803-774-1258

Going on
vacation?
Don’t Miss A Thing!
Let your carrier save your paper for you 

while you are on vacation!

Call
803-774-1258

Customer Service 
Dept. Hours 

Mon-Fri 8am - 5pm

Attorney Timothy L. Griffith
803-607-9087, 360 W. Wesmark.
Criminal, Family, Accident, Injury

2B/1BA. Brick Home, some applian-
ces. C/H/A. Close to Continental
Tire. 1st mo. rent/dep. $550
/mo+dep Call 803-316-1850

Legal Service
Unfurnished

Homes

H.L. Boone, Contractor: Remodel
paint roofs gutters drywall blown
ceilings ect. 773-9904

A.O. Home Improvements
We beat everybody's price

Licensed & Bonded
803-651-1745

Huntington Place Apartments
Rents from $625 per month

1 Month free*
*13 Month lease required
Leasing office located at

Ashton Mill Apartment Homes
595 Ashton Mill Drive

803-773-3600
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9-5

Home
Improvements

Refurbished batteries as low as
$45. New batteries as low as $65.
6v golf cart battery as low as $65.
Auto Electric Co., 102 Blvd Rd.
803-773-4381

Unfurnished
Apartments

Make A Difference become a
foster parent. Learn more call
803-451-3984

For Sale: 4000 Ford diesel and
equipment & 1948 Chevy. Call
803-236-6426

Child Care
Autos For SaleRENTALSRENTALS

BUSINESSBUSINESS
SERVICESSERVICES

TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATION
Tru by Hilton, Please apply in
person at Spring Hill Suites 2645
Broad St. Seeking front desk clerk,
house keeping and maintenance
engineer. Trusumter@gmail.com

OWNER FINANCING! 3 acres for
sale by owner near St. Charles. Call
or text 803-464-5813.

SUMMONS
AND NOTICES

IN THE COURT OF
COMMON PLEAS

C/A NO: 2017CP4302251
(NON-JURY
MORTGAGE

FORECLOSURE)

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF SUMTER

CitiMortgage, Inc.,
PLAINTIFF,

vs.
The State of South Carolina; and Any
Heirs or Devisees of The Estate of
Pearl V. Welch, deceased, and/or The
Estate of Julia D. Pogue, deceased;
including any other Heirs, Personal
Representatives,  Successors,
Assigns, Spouses, Creditors, and all
others claiming any right, title or
interest in the real estate known as
13 East College Street, Sumter, SC
29150, any adults or persons in the
Military Service of the United States
of America, being a class designated
as John Doe, and any minors or
persons under legal disability, being
a class designated as Richard Roe,

DEFENDANT(S).

TO THE DEFENDANTS ABOVE
NAMED:
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED
and required to answer the

Looking for FT employees w/Com-
mercial Cleaning Experience. Hours
7 days a week 6pm-10pm.
Call 803-457-1059

Land & Lots
for Sale

Summons &
Notice

FT Dog kennel position & PT Cat
position open. Apply in person at A
Second Chance Animal Shelter,
Manning.

FSBO: Manning: 3 Br, 1.5 Ba,
fenced in backyard, storage bldg,
refrigerator, stove, fresh paint, new
carpet. Ready to move in! Call
803-225-5658 or email bbhhill
@hotmail.com

Urgent Care seeking PT/FT re-
ceptionist, requires HS diploma,
GED, 35wm typing. Serious inquires
only. Email resumes to cevans
@fastercaresumter.com No Calls.

Homes for Sale

Help Wanted
Full-Time

REALREAL
ESTATEESTATE

EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT

PUBLIC NOTICE:
Cellco Partnership and its controlled
affiliates doing business as Verizon
Wireless (Verizon Wireless) is
proposing to build a 159-foot
Monopole Telecommunications
Tower located at 305 Baynard
Boykin Road, Rembert, Sumter
County, SC 29128 (34° 09' 17.3" North
and 80° 33' 09.4" West). Public
comments regarding potential
effects from this site on historic
properties may be submitted within
30-days from the date of this
publication to: J. D'Augustine,
Terracon, 2105 Newpoint Place,
Suite 600, Lawrenceville, GA 30043,
770-623-8783 or jldaugustine
@terracon.com.

32,000 Sq. ft shed
$1500 mo.

Call Bobby Sisson
803-464-2730.

Commercial Rentals
Golden Kernel Pecan Co.

1200 C Pocalla Rd 968-9432
We buy pecans, sell Pecan halves,
Chocolate & all flavors & Fruit cake
mix. Gift Pkgs avail. M-F 9-5 Sat 9-1

Pastor Rodney B. James
Husband, Father, Son, and Brother,
we miss you dearly, Its been one
year today, yet it seems like
yesterday. There will never be a day
that your not remembered, we love
you Rodney, rest in peace, rest in
heaven. Love Always, Carla, Reming-
ton, Royce, Zamara, Mom and
Siblings

In Memory
For Sale
or Trade

Scenic Lake
2 & 3BR 2BA No pets, Section 8
accepted. 499-1500 or 469-6978
btwn 9am-5pm

Split Oak Firewood $55 for truck
load, 2 truck loads for $100.
Delivered stacked. 843-536-6050

PUBLIC AUCTION

Sumter Self Storage, 731 Broad St.
Sumter, S.C. will have an auction
10:00 am, Saturday, December 16,
2017.

These units to be sold:
Crystal Heyward 416
David George 438
Leonard Brailsford 713
Some extra nice furniture!
Sale handled by management.
"Cash Only"

Mobile Home
Rentals

Missing Rhodesian Ridgeback w/
blue collar near Queen Chapel Rd.
Reward offered for safe return or
info. Call or text 803-513-1724

Firewood Legal NoticeLost & Found

claim to have some interest in the
real property known as 13 East
College Street, Sumter, SC 29150;
that she is empowered and directed
to appear on behalf of and represent
said Defendants, unless the said
Defendants, or someone on their
behalf, shall within thirty (30) days
after service of a copy hereof as
directed, procure the appointment of
a Guardian ad Litem for the said
Defendants;

AND IT IS FURTHER ORDERED
that a copy of this Order shall
forthwith be served upon the said
Defendants by publication thereof in
The Item, a newspaper of general
circulation published in the County
of Sumter, State of South Carolina,
once a week for three consecutive
weeks, together with the Summons
in the above entitled action.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT
pursuant to the Supreme Court of
South Carolina Administrative Order
2011-05-02-01, you may be eligible for
foreclosure intervention programs
for the purpose of resolving the
above-referenced foreclosure action.
If you wish to be considered for a
foreclosure intervention program,
you must contact Finkel Law Firm
LLC, 4000 Faber Place Drive, Suite
450 (29405), P.O. Box 71727 (29415),
North Charleston, SC 29405, or call
(843) 577-5460 within thirty (30) days
from the date of this notice. Finkel
Law Firm LLC represents the
Plaintiff in this action. Our law firm
does not represent you and is not
authorized to provide you any legal
advice.

IF YOU FAIL, REFUSE, OR
VOLUNTARILY ELECT NOT TO
P A R T I C I P A T E  I N  T H I S
FORECLOSURE INTERVENTION
PROCESS, THE FORECLOSURE
MAY PROCEED.

NOTICE PURSUANT TO THE FAIR
DEBT COLLECTION PRACTICES
ACT (15 U.S.C. § 1692 et seq.): This is
an attempt to collect a debt and any
information you provide will be used
for that purpose. However, if you
have previously received a discharge
from bankruptcy, this message is not
and should be construed as an
attempt to collect a debt, but only as
a requirement pursuant to the
administrative order.

James C. Campbell
Clerk of Court
for Sumter County
Sumter, South Carolina
December 7, 2017

FINKEL LAW FIRM LLC
Thomas A. Shook
P.O. Box 71727
North Charleston, SC 29415
(843) 577-5460
Attorney for Plaintiff

House for Sale: 37 Lincoln Ave. &
1030 California Blvd
Mobile Home/Lot: 21 Idaho Dr &
122 Newberry Ave.
Contact Mrs. Bess 803-468-4226

Complaint herein, a copy of which is
herewith served upon you, or to
otherwise appear and defend, and to
serve a copy of your Answer to said
Complaint upon the subscribers at
their office, P.O. Box 71727, North
Charleston, South Carolina, 29415,
within thirty (30) days after service
hereof, exclusive of the day of such
service; except that the United
States of America, if named, shall
have sixty (60) days to answer after
the service hereof, exclusive of the
day of such service; and if you fail to
answer the Complaint within the
time aforesaid, or otherwise appear
and defend, the Plaintiff in this
action will apply to the Court for
relief demanded therein, and
judgment by default will be rendered
against you for the relief demanded
in the Complaint.

TO THE MINOR(S) OVER
FOURTEEN YEARS OF AGE,
AND/OR TO MINOR(S) UNDER
FOURTEEN YEARS OF AGE AND
THE PERSON WITH WHOM THE
MINOR(S) RESIDES AND/OR TO
PERSONS UNDER SOME LEGAL
DISABILITY:

YOU ARE FURTHER SUMMONED
AND NOTIFIED to apply for the
appointment of a guardian ad litem
within thirty (30) days after the
service of this Summons and Notice
upon you. If you fail to do so,
application for such appointment
will be made by the Plaintiff.

YOU WILL ALSO TAKE NOTICE
that should you fail to answer the
foregoing Summons, the Plaintiff
will move for a general Order of
Reference to the Master in Equity
for Sumter, which Order shall,
pursuant to Rule 53(b) of the South
Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure,
specifically provide that the said
Master in Equity is authorized and
empowered to enter a final judgment
in this action.

NOTICE OF
FILING COMPLAINT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
the original Complaint in the above
entitled action, together with the
Summons, was filed in the Office of
the Clerk of Court for Sumter County
on November 21, 2017 at 12:03 p.m.

ORDER APPOINTING
GUARDIAN AD

LITEM NISI

It appearing to the satisfaction of the
Court, upon reading and filing of the
Petition of the Plaintiff for the
appointment of Kelley Y Woody,
attorney in Columbia, South
Carolina, as Guardian ad Litem Nisi
for all unknown minors, and for all
persons who may be under a legal
disability, it is

ORDERED that Kelley Y Woody,
Attorney at Law, be and she is
hereby appointed Guardian ad Litem
Nisi on behalf of unknown minors or
persons under a legal disability, all
of whom may have an interest in or

We buy pecans! $1 per pound.
Warren E. Coker Farms, 341 W.
Main St. Olanta. 843-319-1884.

LEGALLEGAL
NOTICESNOTICES

Farm Products Summons &
Notice

ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

Summons &
Notice

Unfurnished
Homes

CLASSIFIEDS OR TO PLACE YOUR AD ONLINE GO TO WWW.THE ITEM.COM/PLACEMYAD

803-774-12
CLASSIFIED DEADLINES

11:30 a.m. the day before for 
Tuesday, Wednesday, 

Thursday &  Friday edition.
11:30 a.m. Friday for Sunday’s edition.

We will be happy to change your ad if an error is 
made; however we are not responsible for errors after 
the fi rst run day. We shall not be liable for any loss or 
expense that results from the printing or omission of 
an advertisement. We reserve the right to edit, refuse 

or cancel any ad at any time.
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