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Brewery will open 
downtown in 2018

Belly up, beer lovers of  Sumter. 
Get your New Year’s resolutions 
out of  the way early because, start-
ing sometime in 2018, a brewery is 
scheduled to open downtown.

The city cannot yet disclose the 
name or owner of  the brewery, 
Downtown Development Coordina-
tor Leigh Newman said, but she 
did say it is slated to take up resi-
dence on Liberty Street by “some-
one local.”

While reviewing another year in 
the books often results in headline 
after headline of  doom and gloom 
— according to online clicks — 
there are plenty of  positives Sum-

ter County can look forward to in 
2018.

National headlines claim holiday 
sales were up this year and that 
people are continuing the upward 
trend of  getting out and spending 
money, and that is a good sign for 
development in downtown Sumter.

North Main Street will add at 
least two brand-new restaurants in 

BY KAYLA ROBINS 
kayla@theitem.com

A look ahead to what else 
the next year will bring

SEE COMING SOON, PAGE A6

Sumter’s year in review, part II: 2017
FROM STAFF REPORTS

With the countdown to the new year 
beginning tonight, The Sumter Item 
has been looking back at the stories 
you, our readers, clicked on the most at 
theitem.com throughout 2017. 

On Friday, we showed Nos. 6-10 of  
the top stories, and today we’re re-run-
ning the top five. While a majority of  
the stories that got the most clicks 
were related to the crime and courts 
beat, our most popular story of  the 
year may come as a surprise. It’s cer-
tainly worth the re-read to prepare you 
for 2018.

5. AUTHORITIES ARREST  
70 IN OPERATION ECLIPSE

Sunday, Sept. 3
By Bruce Mills
After conducting a six-month under-

cover drug investigation, Sumter Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office deputies have arrest-
ed 70 people allegedly involved in a 

major drug ring locally, and more ar-
rests are expected, Sheriff  Anthony 
Dennis said Saturday. Officials report-
edly seized quantities of  methamphet-
amine, opiates, marijuana, cocaine, 
crack cocaine, heroin, firearms and 
more than $100,000 in cash during the 
sting operation — called Operation 
Eclipse.

Dennis said in a Saturday news re-
lease the operation lasted several 
months because so many people were 
involved.

“We have arrested 70 people,” Dennis 
said. “And more arrests are expected. 
We still have 20 outstanding warrants.”

He said various law enforcement 
agencies across the tri-county region 
and the state assisted the sheriff’s of-
fice in the operation. Those included 
the FBI, State Law Enforcement Divi-
sion, Clarendon County’s Sheriff’s Of-
fice, Manning Police Department, Lee 
County Sheriff’s Office, Sumter-Lee 
Regional Detention Center and Rich-

land County Sheriff’s Department, 
among others.

Dennis said Operation Eclipse was a 
success and credited the seamless co-
operation between the numerous agen-
cies.

“Any time we have an operation of  
this magnitude, we solicit the assis-
tance from other agencies,” he said. 
“All of  us work together well.”

During the arrests and the execution 
of  search warrants, law enforcement 
reportedly seized 21 firearms and 
$108,931.64 in cash.

4. MAN DIES FROM INJURIES IN U.S. 
15 SOUTH MORNING WRECK

Monday, June 5
From staff  reports
A 32-year-old man died as the result 

of  a traffic collision on U.S. 15 South 
near Clipper Road involving four vehi-
cles about 8 a.m. Monday.

Sumter County Coroner Robbie 
Baker identified the deceased as Orin 

Lewis of  Sumter County.
South Carolina Highway Patrol 

Lance Cpl. David Jones said the inci-
dent started when Lewis’ Ford Explor-
er, traveling southbound, was struck 
from behind by a 2000 Buick while he 
was slowing down. Lewis, who was not 
wearing a seatbelt, was ejected from 
the vehicle, he said.

Jones said Lewis was airlifted to an 
area hospital, where he later died of  
his injuries.

After the initial collision, the Ford 
Explorer went across the median and 
struck two vehicles — a 2015 Nissan Al-
tima and a 2011 Toyota car — that were 
traveling northbound on U.S. 15, he 
said.

Jones said the driver of  the Nissan 
was wearing a seatbelt and was trans-
ported to an area hospital for injuries; 
the driver of  the Toyota did not sustain 
any injuries.

SPORTS

SEE TOP STORIES, PAGE A6

Clemson visits young fans at New Orleans hospital

PHOTOS BY MICAH GREEN / THE SUMTER ITEM
Clemson head coach Dabo Swinney speaks with Ricardo Collins, a patient at Ochsner Baptist Children’s Hospital, on Satur-
day in New Orleans at a party thrown for the patients and their families. The Sumter Item is in New Orleans covering Clem-
son in the weekend leading up to the Clemson vs. Alabama game on Monday.

ABOVE LEFT: Clemson quarterback Kelly Bryant helps a patient at the hospital decorate a megaphone at the party Saturday.

ABOVE RIGHT: Dylan Jackson and his mother, Monica Jackson, celebrate with Clemson players, including wide receiver 
Hunter Renfrow, at the hospital in New Orleans.
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“By seniors for seniors” is 
the operating principle for 
classes and other activities at 
Shepherd’s Center of Sumter, 
Executive Director Jeanette 
Roveri-Smith said Thursday. 
The center offers its Adven-
tures in Learning program in 
three annual sessions of class-
es, each eight weeks long, in 
fall, winter and spring.

The winter session will begin 
Jan. 18, with classes meeting 
on Thursdays through March 
8. Classes meet at Trinity Unit-
ed Methodist Church on Coun-
cil Street.

Roveri-Smith said classes 
have been requested by mem-
bers, are taught by knowledge-
able volunteers and are aimed 
at “enhancing the growth and 
lifestyle … of participants.”

“If members request a cer-
tain class, we will make it hap-
pen,” she said.

They include both classroom 
and hands-on subjects and 
skills as well as several that 
promote physical activity.

About 500 members partici-
pate in classes and other activi-
ties throughout the year, Rove-
ri-Smith said.

During the winter session, 
Shepherd’s Center members 
can learn or improve their 
skills in such areas as quilting, 
knitting, card games, comput-
ers, line dancing, money man-
agement and more. Fitness and 
flexibility are enhanced by 
yoga, tai chi, low-impact aero-
bics and line-dancing classes. 

Classroom topics for the win-
ter term include Bible study, 
geography, short stories and 
writing. 

Roveri-Smith said some spe-
cial classes meet on days other 
than Thursday at alternate lo-
cations. Bowling Buddies, for 
example, meets at 10 a.m. at 
Gamecock Lanes on Broad 
Street, where Shepherd’s Cen-
ter members receive free shoe 
rentals and pay only $1.50 per 
game. At 1 p.m. on Tuesdays, 
members can meet for the card 
game Hand and Foot at South 
HOPE Center on Lafayette 
Drive, and from 9 to 10 a.m. on 
Fridays, Heather Freiberg 
teaches Gentle Chair Yoga at 
Morningside of Sumter on Lin-
Do Court.

For the past few years, mem-
bers have been embracing 
Shepherd’s Center-sponsored 
trips and tours in large num-
bers, Roveri-Smith said.

“Anita Kieslich started and 
organized our day trips several 
years ago,” she said, “and, 
since then, we’ve expanded our 
offerings, even including over-
seas trips.”

A day trip to Brookgreen 
Gardens is on the agenda for 
Wednesday, April 18. Members 
will travel together for a day 
touring the famous sculpture 
gardens and wildlife preserve, 
as well as taking an optional 
guided pontoon boat tour of the 
tidal creeks and lands once 
used for the thriving rice pro-
duction.

“Our trips are so popular, 
we’ve had around 30 members 
of the Florence Shepherd’s 

Center join our center to take 
advantage of them,” Roveri-
Smith said.

Currently, members can sign 
up for trips to San Antonio, 
Texas, scheduled for Jan. 19-28; 
Ireland, July 28-Aug. 8; Greece 
and surrounding islands, Oct. 
11-25; and add their names to 
the waiting list for a May 23-
June 3 trip to Montreal, Cana-
da. Sept. 3-8 has members trav-
eling to the Ark Encounter and 
Creation Museum in Arkansas, 
with side trips to the famous 
Newport Aquarium and the 
Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical 
Gardens. In April, members 
can visit many attractions in 
Washington, D.C.

Currently in the planning 
stages are tours of Egypt, Mo-
rocco, Dubai, Oman and Abu 
Dhabi; Alaska and the U.S. Na-
tional Parks; and one titled 

“Greece: In the Footsteps of  
Paul the Apostle.”

Prices vary for the tours. You 
must be a member of Sumter 
Shepherd’s Center to tour with 
the group. 

Membership dues are $20 
per year, and there is a class 
fee of  $15 per session, which 
entitles the member to take 
as many classes as can fit 
into his or her schedule. 
Meals, also served on Thurs-
day class days, are $6 each. 
Members must be 50 years of  
age or older. For complete in-
formation about class offer-
ings and trips, request a bro-
chure from the center by call-
ing (803) 840-3770 between 9 
a.m. and 1 p.m. Tuesday 
through Thursday.

Funding for Shepherd’s 
Center of  Sumter comes from 
local churches, businesses, 

foundations and individuals, 
including memorials and hon-
orariums.

BY IVY MOORE
Special to The Sumter Item
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Fiber crafts from smocking to quilting and crochet are offered at the 
Shepherd’s Center of Sumter.

2 mobile home fires displace families
Sumter Fire Department 

units fought two separate mo-
bile home fires on Thursday 
that displaced families in each, 
including one family of five 
whose residence was destroyed.

Fire was showing from out-
side the structure on Reedro-
man Road in east Sumter when 
crews arrived to the alarm just 

before 11:30 a.m. Dec. 28, ac-
cording to an incident report.

A cause of the blaze could 
not be immediately determined, 
but it began in the master bed-
room, firefighters reported. The 
American Red Cross sent disas-
ter-trained volunteers to help 
the three adults and two chil-
dren with food, clothing, lodg-
ing and other essentials and 
comfort kits that typically in-
clude personal hygiene items.

It was reported the family in-
curred $30,000 in structural loss 
and $20,000 in loss to contents 
inside the home. Nothing was 
salvaged.

Later on Thursday, the fire 
department responded to a mo-
bile home on Havenwood Drive 
off U.S. 15 South for another 
fire. When crews arrived about 
6:20 p.m., they found a fire had 
started in and under the dryer, 
which they extinguished before 

removing the dryer and open-
ing the floor to check for fur-
ther hot spots, according to a 
report. While this structure 
was not destroyed, the family of  
six — four adults and two chil-
dren — were displaced and re-
ported $20,000 in losses, includ-
ing $5,000 worth of contents. 
They were able to salvage 
$10,000 worth of contents, the 
report said. The Red Cross also 
responded to the second blaze.

BY KAYLA ROBINS
kayla@theitem.com

Shepherd’s Center offers 
packed 2018 calendar

A new class for the Shep-
herd’s Center has been pro-
posed by Central Carolina 
Technical Center retiree 
Gus Becker. The proposal 
states, “Studies show that 
our brains stay young if  we 
choose the right ways to 
use them. One choice in-
volves creating things that 
use the brain-body connec-
tion. If  we think of  some-
thing to make and then en-
gage our hands and our 
mind to make it, we are fir-
ing on all neurons … We 
make new connections in 
our brain.”

Called Senior Odyssey of  
the Mind, the program 
“would allow us to form 
friendly competitive teams 
that would work together 
for several weeks to solve 
intellectual problems or cre-
ate a variety of  things. … 
An example: make a balsa 
wood structure to hold as 
much weight as possible. Or 
think of  as many things 
that are red within a given 
time.”

If  interest in the program 
is strong, it will be offered 
at the center at no charge 
other than the $20 annual 
membership dues.

Explore the program by 
visiting www.miseniorodys-
sey.org. 

For more information or 
to register your interest, 
call Shepherd’s Center of  
Sumter at (803) 840-3770.

New class would 
explore connection 
between body, brain

Shots fired at church hoops game Thursday

It seems everyone escaped in-
jury after shots were fired dur-
ing a basketball game at Berea 
Seventh-Day Adventist Church 
gym about 8:15 p.m. on Thurs-
day, officials said.

The purpose of the church’s 
basketball ministry, pastor Mi-
chael Miller said, is to provide 
an outlet for young people and 
others to learn positive life 

skills, such as how to properly 
handle disagreements and how 
to be a better person.

That lesson apparently 
missed the basket for at least 
two of the ministry’s partici-
pants. A preliminary investiga-
tion conducted by Sumter Po-
lice Department indicates shots 
were fired during an argument 
between two opposing team 
members, according to a news 
release.

Witnesses said they neither 
know the identities of  the peo-
ple involved nor what led to 

the fight.
Though the initial call 

claimed someone had been 
grazed by a bullet, investiga-
tors could not find anyone who 
was injured by a gunshot, said 
Tonyia McGirt, public informa-
tion officer for the department.

From this incident, there are 
lessons that can be learned, the 
church’s Miller said. 

“The greatest display of  
power is restraint,” he said. 
“Use your mind, and come to a 
positive result.” 

Records show mostly proper-

ty checks were conducted at 
the church and its gym, states 
the release. 

Despite the recent shooting, 
Berea’s basketball ministry is 
known for its positive outreach 
in the Lafayette Drive commu-
nity for the past 15 years.

Each Thursday, 25-30 people 
attend basketball games held in 
the gym — those who attend 
Bible study on Tuesday can 
play.

“Berea’s basketball ministry 
serves as an example of the ef-
forts within Sumter to have a 

positive impact on young peo-
ple and the community as a 
whole,” Sumter Police Chief  
Russell F. Roark III said. “How-
ever, the best of intentions 
can’t always anticipate or con-
trol the actions of others.”

A sign posted on the gym’s 
door prohibits firearms and 
other weapons. 

Roark III said the police de-
partment is working with the 
church on safety concerns as it 
plans to continue the basket-
ball ministry after Thursday’s 
incident.

BY ADRIENNE SARVIS
adrienne@theitem.com

No injuries reported

To clarify the incident 
that led to Bobby Wayne 
Stone’s conviction of  
murder that was men-
tioned on page A3 in the 
Friday, Dec. 29, edition of  
The Sumter Item, Stone 
fatally shot Sumter Coun-
ty sheriff’s Sgt. Charlie 
Kubala in 1996.
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FROM STAFF REPORTS

The Sumter County Cultur-
al Commission still has sub-
grants available for the 2017-18 
fiscal year, Executive Director 
Melanie Colclough announced 
this week. The commission it-
self  was awarded a grant for 
the year from the South Caro-
lina Arts Commission, funded 
in part by the John and Susan 
Bennett Memorial Arts Fund 
of  the Coastal Community 
Foundation of  South Carolina.

Commission Chairman 
Todd Warrick said these and 
matching funds from Sumter 
County have enabled the com-
mission “to support the arts 
in our schools, enhance arts 
programming from communi-
ty organizations and encour-
age local artists.”

Already this year, from July 
through December, the com-
mission has awarded sub-
grants to local groups and in-
dividuals, including Sumter 
County Library, Sumter 
County Gallery of  Art, Heart 
of  Sumter Neighborhood As-
sociation, South Sumter Re-
source Center, Sumter Cher-
aw Indian Tribe, Sumter Civic 
Dance Co., Sumter Little The-
atre, Sumter Senior Services, 
Rising Stars of  Sumter, Mi-
chelle Ross, Sumter High 
School Drama and Lakewood 
High School. 

Colclough said organiza-
tions and individuals can 
apply for the 2017-18 sub-grant 
program until Feb. 9. For an 
application, email Colclough 
at mcolclough@sumtercoun-
tysc.org.

The South Carolina Arts 
Commission is the state agen-
cy charged with creating a 
thriving arts environment that 
benefits all South Carolinians, 
regardless of  their location or 
circumstances. Created by the 
South Carolina General As-
sembly in 1967, the Arts Com-
mission works to increase pub-
lic participation in the arts by 
providing services, grants and 
leadership initiatives in three 
areas: arts education, commu-
nity arts development and art-
ist development. 

Headquartered in Colum-
bia, the Arts Commission is 
funded by the state of  South 
Carolina, by the federal gov-
ernment through the National 
Endowment for the Arts and 
other sources. For more infor-
mation, visit www.SouthCaro-
linaArts.com or call (803) 734-
8696.

The Sumter County Cultur-
al Commission is a county-ap-
pointed volunteer commission 
committed to creating and 
driving cultural unity in Sum-
ter County through the arts. 
For more information, call 
(803) 436-2260.

Grants available for arts programs

Traveling on New Year's Eve, one of the 
deadliest holidays involving drunken driv-
ing, can dramatically change the start of  
2018 if  the proper precautions are not 
taken. At a time when a safe ride home is 
just a few taps away by cellphone, many 
party-goers should find it easy to make it 
to and from their destinations without in-
cident. 

PLAN TRANSPORTATION
Motorists are advised to keep an eye out 

for intoxicated pedestrians who may jay-
walk and not obey traffic signals, states a 
release from American Automobile Asso-
ciation.

Walking while intoxicated can also be 
deadly, as coordination and lack of atten-
tion puts drunken pedestrians at risk of  
getting hit by vehicles.

AAA suggests the following:
• Decide ahead of time if  you will be 

drinking or driving — you cannot do both;
• Plan the ride home before the night be-

gins whether that be designating a sober 
driver or planning to use a taxi or ride-
sharing service;

• Download a ride-sharing app for conve-
nience in case plans change;

• If you see someone getting behind the 
wheel intoxicated, take his or her keys and 
assist the person in finding a safe ride home;

• If  you are hosting a party with alcohol, 
help find guests a safe ride home or allow 
guests to stay the night if  need be;

• Stop serving alcohol at least an hour 
before the party ends; and 

• If  you see a driver on the road who you 
suspect is impaired, pull over to a safe lo-
cation and call 911. Provide a description 
of the vehicle.

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT EFFORTS
Sumter County Sheriff’s Office and 

Sumter Police Department will have mul-
tiple checkpoints set up throughout Sum-
ter on New Year’s Eve, and officers will be 
watching for drivers who are violating 
traffic and safety laws.

In the county, deputies will move check 
points throughout the night to stop as 
many impaired and distracted drivers as 
possible. 

S.C. DUI LAWS
An officer can infer that a person is driv-

ing under the influence if  the driver has a 
Blood Alcohol Content of .08 percent or 
higher. A BAC of at least .05 percent can 
also infer that a person is driving under 
the influence, along with other evidence. 

If  convicted of DUI, a person could face:
• A fine of up to $400 and/or imprison-

ment between 48 hours to 30 days and a 
driver’s license suspension for six months 
for a first offense;

• Possible punishments for second and 
third DUI convictions include fines that 
range from $2,100 to $6,300 and imprison-
ment between five days to three years; and 

• A fourth or subsequent conviction 
could result in one to five years in pris-
on and a permanent revocation of  the 

driver’s license.

POSSIBLE SIGNS OF AN IMPAIRED 
DRIVER

• Making unusually wide turns, weaving 
or swerving;

• Staying close to, driving on or crossing 
the centerline;

• Almost hitting other vehicles, objects, 
or people;

• Driving at excessive speeds or very 
slowly, and changing speeds erratically; 
and

• Following too closely.

HOW TO AVOID IMPAIRED DRIVERS
• Maintain a greater following distance 

if  the driver ahead may be intoxicated. Do 
not try to pass that vehicle because the 
driver may try to swerve into your vehicle;

• Turn right at the closest possible place 
and let supposedly impaired drivers pass;

• If  another vehicle is coming straight to-
ward your vehicle, slow down quickly, and 
steer as far to the right as possible. Do 
whatever you have to do to avoid a head-on 
collision; and

• Report impaired drivers to law enforce-
ment once you safely come to a stop. Con-
tact highway patrol by dialing *HP.

TRAFFIC FATALITY NUMBERS
According to the S.C. Highway Patrol 

website:
• National Highway Traffic Safety Ad-

ministration reported 331 alcohol-im-
paired driving fatalities in South Carolina 
during 2016; and

• From 2011-15, preliminary data shows 
approximately 29,300 people were involved 
in DUI-related collisions in the state. 

Sumter city, county law enforcement will be 
watching for drunken drivers New Year’s Eve

BY ADRIENNE SARVIS
adrienne@theitem.com

Know the signs, laws 
and the consequences
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are written through non-affiliated insurance companies and are secured 
through the GEICO Insurance Agency, Inc. GEICO is a registered service mark 

of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a 
Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary.  GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2015. © 

2015 GEICO. 

Get a quote today.

803-938-8200
geico.com/sumter

657 Bultman Dr.
Sumter

480 E. 
LIBERTY 
STREET

(Inside the 
Coca-Cola 
building)

Vestco 
Southland 
Palmetto 

Properties 
AND 

Lafayette 
Gold 

& Silver 

GOLD
Cash for

AND
SILVER

Mon. - Fri. 
8:30 - 5:30 PM
Sat: 8 - 2 PM

803-773-8022

We Buy 
Gold & 

Silver Jewelry 
Silver Coins 

&
Collections,

Sterling/
925,

Diamonds,
Pocket

Watches 

WE BUY 
ANTIQUES 
& ESTATES

TUESDAY, JANUARY 2

SENIORDAY
If you’re 55 & older, Veteran or 

Active Military, it’s your day to save! 

*If you’re 55 or older, or are active military or veteran with valid ID, take an extra 
20% off storewide, or 15% off in our home & shoes departments, with your Belk 
Rewards Card or any other form of payment, on your sale purchase. Coupon 
can only be used once and must be presented to your sales associate at 
the time of purchase. Excludes Red Dot, Clearance, Earlybirds, Night Owls, 
Doorbusters, Bonus Buys, Super Buys, Everyday Values, Adidas, All-Clad, 
Angelica, Antelope, Armani Exchange watches, Assets, baby gear, better & 
designer intimates, Birkenstock, Breville, Brighton, Brooks Brothers, Buffalo, 
Casio, COH Man, Clarisonic, Coach, Columbia, cosmetics/fragrances, Dansko, 
Denim & Supply Ralph Lauren, designer handbags, designer sunglasses, 
Diane Von Furstenberg, Diesel watches, Dockers pants & shoes, Dooney & 
Bourke, Dr. Martens, Eileen Fisher, Eileen Fisher Systems, Emporio Armani 
watches, FAO Schwarz, fine jewelry watches and service plans, Fitbit, Fossil & 
Fossil Q watches, Free People, Furla, Herend, Hobo, Hugo Boss, Hunter Boots, 
Jack Rogers, Johnston & Murphy, Kate Spade accessories, outerwear, shoes 
& sleepwear, Keen, Kensie Girl, kitchen/novelty electrics/coffee, Kors Studio, 
Lacoste, ladies better swim, ladies designer & contemporary sportswear & 
dresses, ladies, kids & men’s designer shoes, ladies designer accessories, 
Le Creuset, Levi’s, Lilly Pulitzer, Lucky apparel, lucy, Marc by Marc Jacobs 
watches, Melissa & Doug, Merrell, Michael Kors, Minnetonka Moccasin, Miss 
Me, Mud Pie, Nautica, Nike, Orthaheel/Vionic, OTBT, Polo Sport, Puma, Ralph 
Lauren/Polo, Sail to Sable, Seven for All Mankind, S’ip by S’well, Skagen, 
Southern Proper, Southern Tide, Spanx, Spartina 449, Sperry Gold Cup, Stuart 
Weitzman, Swarovski, Tommy Bahama apparel, Tommy Hilfiger apparel, 
TOMS, Trina Turk apparel, Tumi, Ugg, Under Armour, Vera Bradley, Versus 
watches, Victorinox, Vietri, Vineyard Vines, Vintage 1946, Vitamix, Wusthof, 
non-merchandise depts., leased depts., salon services and Belk gift cards. 
Also excluded online: Brahmin, Frye, Juliska, Sam Edelman, shoes by Born 
and Pikolinos, and watches by Adidas, DKNY, Garmin and Guess. Not valid on 
prior purchases, special orders or trunk shows. Cannot be redeemed for cash, 
credit or refund, used in combination with any other discount, coupon offer 
or online gift card redemption. Valid Tuesday, January 2, 2018 only. All Belk 
Rewards Card purchases are subject to credit approval

WITH YOUR BELK
REWARDS CARD

 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 2

OR ANY OTHER FORM OF PAYMENT

15% OFF HOME & SHOES

In store and online

ENTIRE SALE PURCHASE 
STOREWIDE

%20OFF* 
TAKE AN
EXTRA
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The Omnificent English 
Dictionary in Limerick 
Form (or OEDILF) has pub-
lished more than 97,000 defi-
nitions written in the sing-
song poetry of  a five-line 
limerick. Here are some ex-
amples selected from the 
website.

ABSTRACT
When my paint bottles 

spilled, how I swore!
They spread red, blue and 

yellow; what's more,
Purple, orange and green
Then appeared in the scene
As an abstract was formed 

on the floor.
— by art bates

BOILERPLATE
Here's a boilerplate limer-

ick style:
The rhythm and meter be-

guile.
The lines at the core
Are too droll to ignore,
And a joke at the end 

makes you smile.
—by David Schildkret

CONTROL-W
Many websites you may 

have been cruising.
Time to close some you're 

no longer using:

Hold Control plus one key:
Don't think "close" and 

press "C'' —
No, it's W. Ain't that con-

fusing?
— by zqms

DESCARTES, RENE
Trigger knows about phys-

ics, of  course,
When it deals just with 

speed, mass or force.
But his mind tends to jam
On "I think, so I am."
So please don't put Des-

cartes 'fore this horse.
— by zqms

EMOTIONAL BLACKMAIL
Emotional blackmail's the 

way
I control him. I just have 

to say,
"If  you leave me, I'll cry,
Or possibly die."
And his guilt makes me 

sure he will stay.
— by AndrewB

FIXED
When I spotted the typo, I 

cursed,
"Damn, this limerick is one 

of  my worst!"
Had I fixed it, it could
Have been passably good.
I regret now not checking 

it first.
— by Chris J. Strolin and 

Bob Egg
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PANORAMA

One man's joke has become his 

mission: to give each word a 

rhyming definition.

Chris Strolin was teasing English buffs in an 
online forum years ago when he said the dic-
tionary should be rewritten in the singsong 
rhyme scheme of  limericks. He ended up em-
bracing the absurd bravado of  his own wise-
crack and decided to try it for real.

He started with the word "a'' —"It's used with 
a noun to convey/ A singular notion/ Like 'a 
duck' or 'a potion'" — and kept going. More 
than 1,000 contributors have joined him, off  
and on, over the years.

The Omnificent English Dictionary in Lim-
erick Form (or OEDILF for short) has pub-
lished more than 97,000 rhyming definitions 
since Strolin started it in 2004. The retired Air 
Force radio operator from Belleville, Illinois, 
says his project is on track to publish its 
100,000th limerick in the coming year.

He hopes his grandchildren — or perhaps 
their kids — will finish the job decades from 
now.

The online wisecrack that led to the OED-
ILF's origin was a teasing swipe Strolin made 
at the venerable Oxford English Dictionary, 
which defines 600,000 words across 20 printed 
volumes. Strolin remarked that the Oxford dic-
tionary was good but needed improvement. His 
not-so-serious solution: limericks.

"The more I got to thinking about it, it 
sounded like a good idea," Strolin said. "The 
limerick is probably the most reader friendly 
of  all types of  poetry. It's also one of  the easi-
est forms of  poetry to write."

Perhaps not so easy: Writing a limerick that 
weaves a joke into an accurate explanation of  
word's meaning. Take contributor Bill Middle-
ton's definition of  "adult":

"As a kid, I was wild and a clown.
As a teen, I would dash about town.
Now adult, I shall go
Very cautious and slow.
Goes to prove: what grows up must calm 

down."
The definitions run the gamut from the un-

wieldy adjective "aequeosalinocalcalinocera-
ceoaluminosocupreovitriolic" — coined centu-
ries ago to describe the spa waters of  Bath, 
England — to terms that didn't exist until re-
cently.

When President Donald Trump created a 
new word this year with a head-scratching 
Twitter typo, four OEDILF writers churned 
out limericks. "Inscrutably tweeted/ A word? 
Uncompleted?/ The absurd so-called word was 
covfefe."

To break a huge job into manageable 
chunks, Strolin has writers tackle the lan-

guage in alphabetical order. The online dic-
tionary currently stops in the Gs at "gizzard."

That leaves nearly three-fourths of  the al-
phabet still undefined. Assuming the project 
outlives him, Strolin estimates writers follow-
ing in his keystrokes will finish the Zs around 
the year 2076.

"People have said, 'I've got a great limerick 
for vacuum cleaner,'" Strolin said. "And I tell 
them: Great! Give it to your grandkids."

Andrew Besso of  Jericho, Vermont, took up 
writing limerick definitions in late 2015. Since 
multiple sclerosis forced him to quit working 
as a high school math tutor last year, he's 
begun treating his hobby almost like a full-
time job.

Besso, who used the screen name AndrewB, 
in recent months has been submitting one or 
two limericks each day. Between October and 
December, he more than doubled his two-year 
output for the site.

"I've been writing a limerick a day, or some-
times two, for a while now," Besso said. "Usual-
ly the way I decide what to write is by choosing 
from lists of  words that haven't been defined 
yet. I won't tackle a word that's already been 
defined unless I've got something to add."

So while many words in the OEDILF have 
multiple definitions by different authors, Besso 
so far is the only one to write limericks for 
words including "auto-rewind," ''crystal thera-
py," ''drum stool," ''emoter" and "gimlet."

Sandra Petersen of  Frankfurt, Germany, has 
cranked out 289 limericks since March. The 
software designer said she likes the challenge 
of  writing in English, which she learned as the 
daughter of  a United Nations translator.

Petersen gravitates toward scientific words 
such as "ferriferous" and "Gastropteridae." 
And she wrote a series of  limericks on com-
puter keyboard shortcuts such as "Control-N" 
and "Control-W."

"I write most limericks in one sitting, but I 
lose interest quickly," Petersen said in an 
email. "Then I'll file away what I have and look 
at it again another day. Often I think of  good 
solutions for a missing piece far away from my 
lists — in the shower, in bed or driving to 
work."

While handling duties as editor-in-chief, 
Strolin still tries to write at least one limerick 
per day. His total output: 7,657 rhyming defini-
tions. That's an average of  589 each year.

Strolin said he's confident his quirky online 
dictionary is a literary monument that will 
last. He compares it to "the huge cathedrals in 
Europe" that took more than a century to com-
plete.

"The people who began those projects knew 
they would never be sitting in the pews on 
opening day," Strolin said. "I do believe this 
project has legs. There's no doubt in my mind 
people are going to be reading and enjoying 
our limericks 200 to 300 years from now."

AP PHOTO 
Chris Strolin created the online Omnificent English Dictionary in Lim-
erick Form, or OEDILF for short, and with the help of contributors has 
published more than 97,000 definitions of words in limerick form 
since it began in 2004. 

Definition mission:
A rhyming limerick for each English word
BY RUSS BYNUM
Associated Press

Examples from OEDILF website

NEW YORK (AP) — More 
people are getting voice-activat-
ed speakers and other smart 
devices for convenience and se-
curity. But doing so could also 
be giving hackers a key to their 
homes.

Many devices from reputable 
manufacturers have safeguards 
built in, but those can't guaran-
tee against hacks. Gadgets 
from startups and no-name 
brands may offer little or no 
protection.

Before buying one, here are 
some risks to assess.

LISTENING IN
Speakers with built-in micro-

phones are increasingly popu-
lar. Devices such as Amazon's 
Echo and Google Home let peo-
ple check the weather or their 
personal calendar with simple 
voice commands. Beyond that, 
many smart TVs and TV 
streaming devices now have 
voice-activated functions, often 
for playback controls and video 
search. Many newer toys also 
come with microphones so kids 
can talk to them and get 
canned responses.

Many of these devices are 
constantly listening for your 
commands; when they receive 
them, they connect to corpo-
rate servers to carry them out. 
What if  you're having private 
conversations at home? Are 
they getting sent over the inter-
net, too?

In some cases, sound record-
ings will only leave home when 
you trigger the device. You 
might have to speak a com-
mand phrase like "OK Google" 

or press a button to get the de-
vice's attention. Check before 
buying to make sure a product 
includes such safeguards.

Some gadgets go further. 
Smart speakers, for instance, 
typically have a mute button to 
disable the microphone com-
pletely. Amazon says its mute 
function involves disconnecting 
the circuit, so that hackers can-
not override the intent.

But there's no easy way for 
consumers to verify manufac-
turer promises, such as Ama-
zon's assertion that the Echo 
never transmits recordings to 
the cloud unless it's been acti-
vated. That's where it helps to 
stick with reputable brands, as 
their reputations are at stake if  
they're caught in a lie. Bigger 
companies can also quickly fix 
security holes that crop up.

Missteps are still possible, 

even with reputable brands. 
One of the WikiLeaks disclo-
sures alleged that the CIA com-
mandeered some Samsung 
smart TVs as listening devices 
even when the TV appeared to 
be off. And beware of internet-
connected toys , as manufac-
turers frequently rush their 
products to market, sometimes 
skimping on privacy features in 
the process. (You can check on-
line to see if  other parents or 
consumer groups have identi-
fied problems.)

One more catch: Voice com-
mands sent over the internet 
are typically stored indefinitely 
to help manufacturers person-
alize their services (and, poten-
tially, advertisements). These 
voice snippets may include 
music or conversations in the 
background. They can be 
sought in lawsuits and investi-

gations. Reputable brands let 
you review and delete your 
voice history; be sure to do so 
regularly.

WATCHING YOU
Online security cameras 

such as the Cam IQ , from 
Google sibling company Nest, 
let you check in on your pets or 
kids when you're not home. 
They also typically store video 
online, so you can see whether 
your housekeeper actually 
cleaned the kitchen last week. 
Some services routinely send 
video to online storage; others 
do so only when triggered by a 
sound or motion.

Again, reputable brands are 
likely to take security seriously, 
but no system is perfect.

If you want to be very care-
ful, you might want to turn the 
camera to face the wall when 

you're home. You might also 
want to turn off the micro-
phone, since it could capture 
background conversations. Or 
just unplug the camera alto-
gether ... though you'll also 
have to remember to reconnect 
it when you leave.

Along similar lines, consider 
covering up the front-facing 
camera on your laptop with 
opaque tape unless you need it 
regularly for video chats. Lap-
tops aren't supposed to send 
video unless you activate an 
app that needs it, but malware 
has been known to activate the 
camera remotely.

DIGITAL TRAILS
Smart locks let you unlock 

doors with an app, so you can 
let in guests even when you're 
not home. Burglars might try 
to hack the system, though it's 
often easier for them to just 
break a window.

Some rental properties are 
also turning to smart locks to 
control access. When you 
move out, the landlord can au-
tomatically disable your digital 
key. But these systems also let 
landlords track your where-
abouts and those of  your 
guests. If  you create a guest 
key that's used daily, for in-
stance, the landlord might sus-
pect you have an unauthorized 
occupant.

Even if  you own the home, 
these keys can leave a digital 
trail. In a child-custody dis-
pute, for instance, your ex 
might subpoena the records to 
learn that you've been staying 
out late on school nights.

How to keep your smartened-up home safe from hackers
The round version of the Echo 
Show has its own 2.5-inch display 
that can provide visual informa-
tion, such as the weather or a 
clock face. It also provides access 
to Alexa and supports optional 
video-calling support. Amazon 
promises Echo will never transmit 
recordings to the cloud unless it’s 
been activated. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
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WEDDING

Betzel-McCarthy

LANDRUM — Megan Betzel 
and Casey McCarthy were 
united in marriage on Sunday, 
Oct. 7, 2017, at Song Hill Re-
serve.

The bride is the daughter of  
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Mi-
chael Betzel of  Landrum. She 
graduated from Clemson Uni-
versity. She is employed as a 
supervisor by ADM/Georgia 
Peanut Co.

The bridegroom is the son 
of  Suzanne DeLorme McCar-
thy of  Sumter and the late Mi-
chael Patrick McCarthy of  
Twin Falls, Idaho. He graduat-
ed from Clemson University. 
He is also employed as a su-
pervisor by ADM/Georgia 
Peanut Co.

Following a wedding trip to 
Belize, the couple resides in 
Leesburg, Georgia.

MR., MRS. CASEY MCCARTHY

2018 and a new location for an already-
established fine-dining eatery, accord-
ing to Newman.

Hamptons, currently serving at 4 W. 
Hampton Ave., will move to 33 N. Main 
St. next year, neighboring and sharing 
a chef with the soon-to-be-fully-open 
La Piazza — the venue is already avail-
able as an event rental.

Danielle Thompson, who owns both 
restaurants, previously told The Sum-
ter Item the goal is to eventually open a 
Tex-Mex restaurant where Hamptons 
now is, though an estimated opening 
date and a finalized cuisine is not in 
the books.

Restaurants may be the poster child 
of  exciting development, but there are 
buildings being built all over down-
town scheduled for completion in 2018.

“The Economic Development build-
ing is scheduled to open in February 
2018,” Newman said.

Possibly the most visible project 
downtown is the Hyatt Place Hotel 
going in on North Main Street, which 
Newman said is on track to open in 
March.

She said the bottom floor of  119 N. 
Main St. — the old Naomi and Warner 
building on the corner of  North Main 
and Law Range — will continue being 
developed into a “retail shop, a coffee 
shop and office space.”

The corner of  Harvin and Bartlette 
streets will see ground broken on a 
new water department building in 2018, 
too.

“There are other projects for down-
town Sumter in the pipeline for 2018, 
with details to come,” Newman said.

Popular events will continue to draw 
residents and visitors downtown, New-
man said, including the Fourth Fridays 
Concert Series, the Downtown Market, 
the Microbrew Festival, Derby Day, Sip 
and Stroll and Oktoberfest, to name a 
few of many.

Expanding beyond downtown, creat-
ing more connections between the 

business community and public educa-
tion will be a focus for Greater Sumter 
Chamber of  Commerce, said Chris 
Hardy, president of  the group.

“We’re working on a long-term stra-
tegic plan that we’re going to present at 
our retreat in February when we go to 

Greenville,” Hardy said. “It’s really 
going to be focused on the seven divi-
sions of  the Chamber and our overall 
body of  work.”

He said a large focus will be “build-
ing additional relationships” between 
schools and businesses, especially 

“workforce development issues be-
tween local industry and manufactur-
ing, and Shaw [Air Force Base] is part 
of  that.”

Creating and expanding programs to 
help small businesses will be a priority 
in 2018, too, he said.

“We’re going to be looking at a lot of  
changes in 2018 between programs and 
... our long-term strategic plan,” he 
said.

Hardy said he could not comment on 
specific Economic Development proj-
ects.

Workforce development programs 
are not the only educational realm 
being looked at come 2018.

Though Sumter School District offi-
cials could not be reached for comment 
because of  the winter holiday break, 
the most recent notable decision that 
will carry into 2018 was the Board of  
Trustees’ vote in early December to 
keep Debbie Hamm on as interim su-
perintendent for another year.

School officials have credited Hamm 
for starting to lead the district out of  a 
financial crisis and develop programs 
and initiatives to increase student 
achievement.

“I’m really interested in what we are 
doing in the district,” Hamm said earli-
er in December. “I feel like things are 
moving ahead, and I’m glad to be a part 
of  it for another year.”

Roadways must be maintained and 
improved to enable residents to get to 
any of  these new attractions and pro-
grams.

Funds collected from a 2014 voter-
approved penny sales tax referendum 
are being used to build a new public 
safety complex. The new 
36,000-square-foot Sumter Police De-
partment headquarters and 
21,600-square-foot, four-bay garage 
Sumter Fire Department headquar-
ters should be completed by the end of  
the first quarter of  2018, and Sumter 
County Public Works Director Eddie 
Newman has previously told The 
Sumter Item that 18 miles of  dirt roads 
are in the process of  being paved to 
allow for better accessibility for emer-
gency vehicles.

ADRIENNE SARVIS / THE SUMTER ITEM
The Graham family is updating the display on the corner of North Main and East Liberty 
streets. It will have new Pennsylvania blue stone and matching brick.

COMING SOON 
FROM PAGE A1

Updating Beau Graham Square
The water display on the corner of  

North Main and East Liberty streets 
is getting a facelift.

Thanks to the family that owns the 
area, the Grahams, the concrete 
around the water feature will be re-
placed with Pennsylvania blue stone 
and matching brick, and concrete 
around East Liberty will be replaced 
with brick sidewalk matching the de-
signs along North Main.

“[And they are] adding a plant-
er below the waterfall that will 

catch excess water as well as 
beautify the space with greenery 
and reconfiguring the plantings 
on the side and the front of  the 
fountain,” Sumter Downtown De-
velopment Coordinator Leigh 
Newman said.

The downtown corner was dedicat-
ed in 2003 to Beau Graham, Sumter 
mayor from 1964-72 and a city coun-
cilman credited with helping develop 
downtown Sumter.
— Adrienne Sarvis and Kayla Robins

The driver of the Buick was wearing a 
seatbelt and sustained no injuries.

Jones said highway patrol will deter-
mine whether there will be charges for 
the wreck after the Multi-disciplinary 
Accident Investigation Team completes 
its investigation.

3. MOTHER CHARGED AFTER  
1-YEAR-OLD DIES FROM BEING  
IN HOT VEHICLE

Thursday, July 20
By Jim Hilley
Sumter County Coroner’s Office has 

reported the preliminary cause of death 
of 1-year-old Mekhi Rembert was hyper-
thermia because of entrapment in a hot 
vehicle. Coroner Robert M. Baker Jr. 
said a toxicology report will take about 
six weeks to confirm the cause of death.

The child was found unresponsive 
Wednesday at Swan Lake-Iris Gardens 
and was transported to Palmetto Health 
Tuomey shortly after 3:15 p.m. Wednes-
day. Police escorted the ambulance and 
blocked traffic en route to the hospital. 
The entrance gate to the gardens was 
shut and secured.

According to wunderground.com, the 
temperature in Sumter was in the mid-
90s on Wednesday afternoon. The Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention 
warns that even when it feels cool out-
side, cars can heat up to dangerous tem-
peratures very quickly. Leaving a win-
dow open is not enough, according to the 
CDC, as temperatures inside the car can 
rise almost 20 degrees within 10 minutes, 
even with a window cracked open. Chil-
dren who are left unattended in parked 
cars are at great risk for heat stroke and 
possibly death, according to the CDC.

Although Sumter-Lee Regional Deten-
tion Center’s website shows the child’s 
24-year-old mother, Latisha Nichole 
Rembert, was arrested and charged with 
legal custodian, unlawful neglect of a 
child or helpless person, the police de-
partment has not confirmed the charges.

2. TEEN ADMITS HE SHOT 2 IN 
RETALIATION SCHEME

Tuesday, Sept. 12
From staff reports
A shooting Friday at Harmony Court 

apartments that left two maintenance 
workers with lifelong injuries was the re-
sult of a plan to frame an associate of  
the assailant, according to a news re-
lease from Sumter Police Department.

Former Sumter High School Game-
cocks basketball player Andrew Jeremi-
ah Tiller, 18, of 2665 Goldeneye Ridge, 
was charged Monday after admitting he 
shot the two workers as part of an 
armed robbery scheme in order to frame 
a man in retaliation for something he did 
to him.

The teenager is charged with two 
counts of attempted murder, two counts 
of attempted armed robbery and posses-
sion of a weapon during a violent crime.

Released Tuesday from Sumter-Lee 
Regional Detention Center on a $37,500 
surety bond set by a local magistrate, 
Tiller is required to wear an ankle moni-
tor during his release.

According to reports, Tiller tried un-
successfully to lure a local peddler near 
Harmony Court before driving a short 
distance to the apartment complex. Two 
maintenance men there were outside re-
viewing their work orders at about 11 
a.m. Friday when a dark Dodge Charger 
pulled up in the parking lot. A masked 
man got out of the vehicle, demanded 
money and began firing a handgun be-
fore the victims were able to respond.

Officers were later able to locate the 
vehicle and link the suspect to the shoot-
ing.

1. SCDOR: SAVE GAS RECEIPTS 
BEGINNING JANUARY ‘18

Tuesday, Dec. 5
From staff reports
According to a news release from S.C. 

Department of Revenue, January 2018 is 
the time to start saving receipts.

A new income tax credit going into ef-
fect in January is intended to offset the 
increased motor fuel user fee established 
by the S.C. Infrastructure and Economic 
Development Reform Act.

The S.C. Infrastructure and Economic 
Development Reform Act was passed by 
the General Assembly in 2017 and in-
cludes an increase of 2 cents in the 
state’s motor fuel user fee each July 
from 2017 to 2022, for a total increase 
from 16 cents per gallon to 28 cents per 
gallon. The money raised by the increase 
will be used for repairs, maintenance 
and improvements to South Carolina’s 

existing transportation system.
Taxpayers may claim the motor fuel 

income tax credit when filing their state 
income tax returns beginning in 2019. 
This credit is applied to your 2018 S.C. In-
dividual Income Taxes which are filed in 
2019.

WHAT TAXPAYERS NEED TO KNOW
• This is a refundable credit on up to 

two private motor vehicles or motorcy-
cles per resident taxpayer and is provid-
ed to offset the motor fuel user fee in-
crease.

A private passenger motor vehicle is a 
motor vehicle designed, used and main-
tained for the transportation of  10 or 
fewer persons and a truck having an 
empty weight of  9,000 pounds or less 
and a gross weight of  11,000 pounds or 
less.

Vehicles that qualify include cars, min-
ivans, sport utility vehicles and pickup 
trucks of a certain weight.

Vehicles and motorcycles must be reg-
istered in S.C. to qualify.

• To calculate and claim the credit 
amount and for personal tax records, 
taxpayers must save receipts and invoic-
es from fuel purchases and vehicle pre-
ventative maintenance costs (such as 
new tires, oil changes and regular vehi-
cle maintenance) beginning in January 
2018.

Fuel receipts or credit card statements 
must show the number of gallons pur-
chased in S.C. during the tax year.

The maintenance invoices must show 
the car model, amount and type of pre-
ventative maintenance work performed 
in S.C.

Fuel purchased outside of S.C. and 
preventative maintenance performed 
outside of S.C. may not be used in deter-
mining the credit.

• Taxpayers receive a credit on the 
lesser amount paid for either the motor 
fuel user fee increase or the vehicle’s 
preventative maintenance; and

• Taxpayers will calculate and claim 
the credit on Form I-385 when filing state 
income tax returns in 2019 (This form 
will be available in January 2019).

For additional information, including 
examples regarding the provisions of  
this tax credit, see SC Revenue Ruling 
No. 17-6, Refundable Motor Fuel Income 
Tax Credit or visit https://dor.sc.gov/
about/whats-new.

TOP STORIES  
FROM PAGE A1
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BY COURTNEY JESPERSEN
NerdWallet via The Associated Press

In 2018, you may resolve to 
save more, spend less or budget 
better. Whatever your money 
goal, the one common key to 
your success is shopping 
smart. That means knowing 
the best time to buy just about 
anything.

To help you out, we've creat-
ed a purchase calendar.

JANUARY
• BEDDING AND LINENS. 

Department stores hold bed-
ding and linen "white sales" 
with deep discounts on sheets 
and towels.

• FITNESS EQUIPMENT. Re-
tailers know you want to get in 
shape. Expect fitness equip-
ment and apparel sales to 
abound.

• TVS AND ELECTRONICS. 
Just before the Super Bowl, re-
tailers normally discount their 
selections of HDTVs and other 
home-theater essentials.

FEBRUARY
• TVS. TV sales spill over 

from January into February. 
Aside from Black Friday, this is 
one of the prime times to buy a 
new TV.

• WINTER PRODUCTS. With 
winter winding down, stores 
will be looking to unload their 
inventories of cold-weather 
products. Look for sales on ap-
parel and winter sporting ac-
cessories.

• HOME GOODS. Presidents 
Day is Feb. 19 this year. Expect 
retailers to have home and ap-
parel sales on that Monday and 
the weekend preceding.

MARCH
• GOLF CLUBS. Expect to 

find discounts on golf clubs in 
preparation for summer. 
Whenever consumer demand 
is down, prices usually are, too.

• GRILLS. Buy your summer 
grilling necessities in March to 
avoid the spike in prices that 
will come when summer ar-
rives.

• ST. PATRICK'S DAY ES-
SENTIALS. St. Patrick's Day is 
March 17. Around that time, 
online retailers and depart-
ment stores usually discount 
their selection of green-themed 
clothing, party supplies and 
jewelry.

APRIL
• VACUUMS. Buying a vacu-

um isn't the most exciting pur-
chase, but it'll be less painful if  
you take advantage of a spring 
cleaning sale.

• JEWELRY. The general 
rule is to avoid buying jewelry 
close to major holidays. Try to 
get a good deal when jewelers 
have a slower period and may 
be more motivated to make 
sales.

• FREEBIES. Year after year, 
retailers and restaurants try to 
lighten the burden of tax day 
with discounts and freebies. 
Keep an eye out for these 
around mid-April. Tax day this 
year is April 17.

MAY
• SPRING CLEANING NE-

CESSITIES. Before summer ar-
rives, act on spring cleaning 
discounts on vacuums and 
mops.

• SMALL KITCHEN APPLI-
ANCES. Use May discounts as 
a perfect opportunity to buy 
small kitchen appliances, such 
as coffee makers and blenders. 
These products normally are 
included in Memorial Day 
sales.

• FURNITURE. Three of the 
biggest blowout shopping days 
are Black Friday, Labor Day 
and Memorial Day. This year, 
Memorial Day is May 28. Look 
for plenty of furniture and 
home-decor discounts.

JUNE
• LINGERIE. Stock up on un-

dergarments in June. That's 
when Victoria's Secret has been 
known to host its famed Semi-
Annual Sale. The sale usually 
occurs in December also.

• GYM MEMBERSHIPS. 
Consider buying a gym mem-
bership during the summer, 
and don't forget to negotiate to 
get the best possible deal.

• GIFTS FOR DAD. Expect 
Father's Day deals this month, 
especially the closer you get to 
the holiday on June 17.

JULY
• APPAREL. If you don't 

want to wait for end-of-summer 

sales, buy clothes in midsum-
mer. You'll likely find a better 
price than you would at the 
start of the season.

• PATRIOTIC ITEMS. In the 
days leading up to the Fourth 
of July, there is usually an 
abundance of sales on red, 
white and blue products (and 
products that are all three col-
ors), as well as on sporting 
goods, jewelry and furniture.

• PERSONAL ELECTRON-
ICS. Black Friday is a big deal 
day that falls in November, but 
many retailers have begun 
hosting Black Friday in July 
sales, including Best Buy and 
Amazon. 

AUGUST
• BACK-TO-SCHOOL SUP-

PLIES. The start of school 
marks the need to buy small 
items such as pencils and ex-
pensive ones like laptops. Gen-
erally, the closer to the start of  
the school year you buy, the 
better your chances of getting 
a good price.

• LAWN MOWERS. Ride out 
the end of summer with a big 
deal on lawn mowers and other 
seasonal outdoor equipment.

• SWIMSUITS. Swimsuit 
clearance sales crest. Buy your 
swimsuits now to stock up for 
next year.

SEPTEMBER
• MATTRESSES. Year after 

year, September is the time for 
mattress sales. Expect these 
from department stores and 
mattress centers, usually as a 
part of Labor Day deals.

• IPHONES. Apple has been 
known to announce its new 
iPhone installments at the com-
pany's annual keynote in Sep-
tember. Usually, the unveiling 

is followed by a drop in prices 
on the current phones in an-
ticipation of  the new models.

• APPLIANCES. This year, 
Labor Day falls on Sept. 3. 
Expect a series of  blowout 
deals in the week leading up 
to the holiday, including pro-
motions on appliances big 
and small.

OCTOBER
• OUTDOOR FURNITURE. 

People generally spend less 
time outdoors when the tem-
perature drops. Expect deals 
on patio furniture and out-
door living products when 
summer ends.

• JEANS. Fall inventory ar-
rives in stores in August and 
September, but you'll pay top 
dollar unless you wait a few 
weeks. October is a great time 
to buy a new pair of  jeans.

• CANDY. The closer you 
get to Oct. 31, the better your 
chance at snagging a dis-
counted bag of  candy for 
your trick-or-treaters.

NOVEMBER
• TABLETS AND LAP-

TOPS. Electronics take center 
stage during Black Friday 
sales. Look for discounts on 
smartphones and activity 
trackers, too.

• GAMING SYSTEMS. 
Black Friday is the best time 
to buy a discounted gaming 
console or gaming system 
bundle like Xbox or PlaySta-
tion.

• HOME APPLIANCES. Re-
serve your major home appli-
ance purchase — refrigerator, 
washer, dryer, dishwasher, 
etc. — for Black Friday deals. 
Often, sales on these can be 
found throughout the month.

DECEMBER
• TOYS. Since toys are a 

popular Christmas gift, 
stores generally host big toy 
sales as the holiday season 
draws to a close.

• CHRISTMAS DECORA-
TIONS. Beginning the day 
after Christmas, shop sales 
for deep discounts — often 

upward of  50 percent — on 
decorations, wrapping 
paper, ornaments, artificial 
trees and similar seasonal 
fixings.

• CARS. The end of  De-
cember is an ideal time to 
buy a car. That's when deal-
erships are looking to meet 
end-of-year sales quotas.

Know what to buy every month of 2018

5265 Camden Hwy.
Rembert, SC 29128

803-499-3378

Thomas Sumter Academy
806 Universal Dr. 

Columbia, SC 29209
803-638-4351

FAITH
The mission of Thomas Sumter Academy 
is to develop, in a safe and Christian 
environment, well-rounded individuals who 
are fully prepared for college and life.
Add to your faith, virtue; and to virtue, 
knowledge. -2 Peter 1:5

NOW CARING FOR FAMILIES IN CLARENDON AND SUMTER COUNTIES.

~ For Love’s Sake ~

McLeod Hospice
The Right Choice

Alzheimer’s    ALS    Cancer    Congestive Heart Failure    COPD
Dementia    Parkinson’s    Stroke    Life-Limiting Illnesses

Hospice is one of the most important decisions you’ll make for the one you  
love – get all the facts. Visit McLeodHospice.org for more information. 

•  Compassionate physical, emotional and spiritual care to patients and families

• Patient-centered care provided by specially trained physicians, nurses and staff

•  Pain and symptom management

•  Medical support from McLeod Health Clarendon and McLeod Regional 
Medical Center in Florence

•  Access to the McLeod Hospice House, a 24-bed inpatient facility

•  Continuity of care with the McLeod Home Health team at 
McLeod Health Clarendon

Turning to hospice care for your loved one can truly be a choice of love and hope. McLeod Hospice is pleased  
to announce that we now offer care to patients in Clarendon and Sumter counties and we’re ready to help.

Our local team at McLeod Health Clarendon provides help to families just like yours with:

McLeodHospice.org
803-433-3080
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We don’t need for our 
government to remind 
us that smoking kills

WASHINGTON — 
Preaching moral-
ity while practic-
ing cupidity can 

be tricky, but various Ameri-
can governments have done 
it for years regarding smok-
ing. This mental contortion 
now has a new chapter. The 
four largest American tobac-
co companies (Altria, R.J. 
Reynolds, Lorillard, Philip 
Morris) are, under govern-
ment compulsion, funding 
newspaper and television ads 
to tell — actually, to 
remind — people that 
their products are 
sickening: 

“Smoking kills, on 
average, 1,200 Ameri-
cans. Every day. More 
people die every year 
from smoking than 
from murder, AIDS, 
suicide, drugs, car 
crashes, and alcohol, 
combined.” “Cigarette 
companies intention-
ally designed cigarettes with 
enough nicotine to create 
and sustain addiction.” Etc.

Please. Tell us something 
everyone hasn’t known for 
decades. In 1988, the surgeon 
general declared tobacco ad-
dictive. 

Since 1966, there have been 
increasingly severe health 
warnings on cigarette packs. 
In 1964, the surgeon general 
declared tobacco carcinogen-
ic. In 1906, a character in an 
O. Henry story used a com-
mon slang phrase: “Say, 
sport, have you got a coffin 
nail on you?” In 1604, Eng-
land’s King James I called 
smoking “harmful to the 
brain, dangerous to the 
lungs.” 

Eight years later, a colony 
named for him, Jamestown, 
in a place, Virginia, named 
for his immediate predeces-
sor (Elizabeth I, “the virgin 
queen”), became an enrich-
ing source of  tobacco — until 
a tobacco farmer named 
Washington disrupted things. 

The strange, meandering 
path of  tobacco — a legal 
commodity that is harmful 
when used as intended — to 
the present began in contra-
dictions. They are crowned 
by this one: Many state gov-
ernments are addicted to rev-
enue from tobacco taxes. The 
federal tax on a pack is $1. 

The lowest state tax is Mis-
souri’s 17 cents; the highest, 
Connecticut and New York’s 
$4.35; the average, $1.72. So, 
many governments have 
huge stakes in a steady sup-
ply of  new smokers to re-
place those killed by smok-
ing.

Hence these governments 
cannot afford for their anti-
smoking efforts to be too suc-
cessful. Furthermore, if  
every smoker quit tomorrow, 
Social Security’s slow-mo-
tion crisis would accelerate, 
and many public and private 
pension systems would be 
staggered by having to revise 
downward their actuarial as-
sumptions about the number 
of  persons who will die be-
fore collecting many or any 
benefits. 

In 1998, 46 states, in a mu-
tually lucrative collaboration 
with trial lawyers (some of  
their $13 billion in fees 
amounted to tens of  thou-
sands of  dollars an hour), 

sued the tobacco companies. 
The companies agreed to — 
if  they will pardon the ex-
pression — cough up $246 
billion over many years. 

The theory, more success-
ful than plausible, was that 
health care for smoking-re-
lated illnesses makes smok-
ing a huge net cost to the 
states. 

Actually, smoking might be 
a net financial gain for gov-
ernment: Cigarettes are the 
most heavily taxed consumer 

product and, again, 
many smokers’ pre-
mature deaths limit 
their receipt of  enti-
tlement benefits for 
the elderly — Social 
Security, Medicare, 
Medicaid, nursing 
homes, etc. 

The lawyers also 
argued that tobacco 
is so addictive that 
quitting requires he-

roic willpower that 
few can manage. 

Even then, however, there 
were about as many ex-
smokers as smokers. In 1845, 
former President John Quin-
cy Adams wrote, “In my 
early youth, I was addicted to 
tobacco.” Its addictiveness 
was known and surmount-
able long ago. 

Much of  America’s health 
care expenses (from lung 
cancer, coronary artery dis-
ease, AIDS, Type 2 diabetes 
brought on by obesity, vio-
lence, vehicular accidents) 
result from known-to-be-
risky behaviors involving 
eating, drinking, smoking, 
driving and sex. 

The most cost-efficient 
thing government does is dis-
pense health information 
about smoking, cholesterol, 
automobile seat belts, sun-
screen use, etc. 

This is why only a sixth of  
adults, compared to nearly 
half  50 years ago, are smok-
ers. 

But the anti-smoking mes-
sage that government is now 
coercing from the tobacco 
companies — Trust us, we 
are untrustworthy — merely 
confirms common sense: 
Filling one’s lungs with 
smoke from a burning plant 
is dumb. 

Smoking is increasingly 
concentrated among down-
scale, low-information Amer-
icans. (Hence tobacco taxes 
are regressive.) It has lost 
the cachet that once made it 
a marker of  sophistication. 
Ninety percent of  smokers 
begin by age 18 and vanish-
ingly few after 21. 

So, the way to extinguish 
smoking is not by belaboring 
the health issue (smoking is 
the leading preventable 
cause of  death, it has killed 
many more than all of  Amer-
ica’s war deaths, etc.) but 
with the sort of  broadcast 
ads California used years ago 
to cut smoking 17 percent: “I 
tried it once and I, ah, got all 
red in the face and I couldn’t 
inhale and I felt like a jerk 
and, ah, never tried it again, 
which is the same as what 
happened to me with sex.”

George Will’s email address is 
georgewill@washpost.com.

© 2017, Washington Post 
Writers Group

George 
Will

Looking ahead to 2018 elections
Editor’s note: This editorial 
originally ran in The Post 
and Courier on Thursday.

As the state wrestles 
with long-standing 
and significant 
new challenges, 

voters got a look recently at 
where the Republican can-
didates for governor stand 
in an early poll. It’s a good 
time for voters to remember 
that it’s a long way to Elec-
tion Day and that candi-
dates’ solutions are a more 
substantial guide than poll 
numbers.

The stakes for South Car-
olina are too important to 
rely on name recognition, 
turning races into the 
grown-up equivalent of  a 
high school popularity con-
test.

There should be more dis-
cussion of  the state’s needs 
and less pandering over 
sanctuary cities and putting 
more restrictions on who 
can vote in party primaries.

The first widely released 
GOP poll showed Gov. 
Henry McMaster with a 
large lead over former state 
agency head Catherine 
Templeton, with Lt. Gov. 
Kevin Bryant and former 
Lt. Gov. Yancey McGill far 
in the distance, according to 
the Mason-Dixon Polling re-
sults. Other than the large 
divide between Gov. McMas-
ter and Ms. Templeton, 
there were no real surpris-
es.

While horse-race cover-
age is entertaining, it 
shouldn’t be a substitute for 
what’s really important. 
The June 2018 primaries 
and November general elec-
tion won’t happen until the 
legislative session ends, but 
voters need to hear solu-

tions to South Carolina’s 
problems from the GOP 
field as well as Democratic 
candidates Rep. James 
Smith and businessman 
Phil Noble.

And there is plenty to talk 
about.

One of  the most impor-
tant questions is what the 
candidates would do to ad-
dress the state’s education 
woes. They should further 
tell voters how they would 
improve education in gener-
al now that the Legislature 
is free from the school-fund-
ing lawsuit. The candidates 
need to tell us what they 
would do to help recruit and 
retain teachers. With the 
end of  the TERI program 
next year and low teacher 
pay, there’s a fear that edu-
cators will leave classrooms 
in droves. And what about 
the outrageous cost of  high-
er education, which makes 
it increasingly difficult to 
get a college degree without 
taking on enormous debt?

The Legislature likely will 
focus on the fallout from 
shutting down the V.C. 
Summer nuclear project. 
How would the candidates 
protect ratepayers who are 
paying the price — literally 
— for the bad decisions 
made by SCANA and Santee 
Cooper?

We’d also like to hear how 
they’d support greater gov-
ernment transparency. 
There’s already a bill on the 
House Ways and Means 
Committee agenda that 
would exempt from the 
Freedom of  Information Act 
nonprofits that receive pub-
lic money. In essence, cham-
bers of  commerce, develop-
ment corporations and oth-
ers could receive millions of  
dollars in public money but 

would not be accountable to 
the public for how that 
money was spent. Sunshine 
is the best policy, especially 
where public money is con-
cerned.

And what about the fall-
out from the ongoing State-
house corruption probe? 
Will any of  the candidates 
call for stronger ethics 
laws? So far, the only thing 
they’ve said amounts to 
“throw the bums out.” The 
reaction to the next scandal 
likely will be the same if  the 
laws aren’t changed.

There also are concerns 
about health care, protect-
ing children and the elderly 
and safeguarding the envi-
ronment. Also, where will 
they find the money to re-
pair our crumbling roads 
and bridges and to build 
new ones, to keep up with 
the state’s booming popula-
tion?

It’s critical that the candi-
dates tell us how they’d 
tackle these issues without 
just throwing more money 
at them.

The real power in South 
Carolina politics resides in 
the Statehouse, not the Gov-
ernor’s Mansion, so whoev-
er is elected in November 
2018 must use a deft touch 
to push lawmakers toward 
the right answers. It will 
take leadership, especially 
in a year when the S.C. 
House of  Representatives 
and the state’s constitution-
al offices will be up for 
grabs, which could make for 
a less-robust decision-mak-
ing climate.

A lot can change over the 
next several months, so let 
the speculation begin. But 
as we head down this road, 
let’s not lose sight of  what’s 
really important.

TWEETS FROM OUR TIMELINE @THEITEM
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ANNAPOLIS, Md. (AP) — 
The curator of  the U.S. Naval 
Academy Museum wasn't ex-
actly sure what would be 
found: Records indicated five 
display boxes long used to ex-
hibit captured British flags 
from the War of  1812 actually 
concealed more banners un-
derneath.

But not until all 61 banners 
were painstakingly removed 
in December for a conserva-
tion effort did curator Charles 
Swift, who is also the muse-
um's managing director, actu-
ally see what was hidden. And 
he was gratified to learn that 
conservationists had uncov-
ered dozens of  other flags — 
many captured by the Navy in 
other conflicts of  the 19th cen-
tury.

The 46 newly discovered 
flags — including banners 
from battles in Asia and from 
the Spanish-American War — 
had originally been put on 
display in 1913. But seven 
years later, they were covered 
up by the 15 flags from the 
War of  1812 — and sealed up 
for nearly a century.

No one alive had seen the 
flags long hidden from view.

"More importantly than just 
seeing them was seeing the 
colors," Swift said. "It is what 
struck me immediately. It was 
sort of  dark, but you could see 
the colors — the vibrant col-
ors — of  them having not 
been in light for 100 years, 
and so it was exciting."

The flags, covered by the 
others in boxes with large 
plate-glass lids, speak to an 
earlier era of  U.S. interven-
tion overseas. They include 
one taken from a Chinese pi-
rate fort off  Macau dating to 
1854 and another captured in 

Korea in 1871, according to 
Swift. There were even some 
replicas of  Revolutionary 
War-era flags among them.

He said no one had attempt-
ed to open the boxes for so 
long until it came time for 
needed conservation.

"It was mostly the recogni-
tion that after 100 years, these 
things really needed to be 
taken down, because hanging 
like this places stresses on the 
flags," Swift said. "It can tear 
them. They can be damaged. 
So, they're getting a well-de-
served vacation."

In 1849, then-President 
James K. Polk designated the 
academy in Annapolis, Mary-
land, as the repository of  flags 
captured in battle by the 
Navy. The museum is now 
home to about 800 flags and 
trusted with their conserva-
tion, Swift said. About 250 of  
them are trophy flags seized 
in battle. The museum also 
houses seafaring instruments, 
naval uniforms, medals, pho-
tographs, art and items recall-

ing past naval expeditions and 
explorations.

"We are ultimately stewards 
of  these objects that tell im-
portant stories," said Swift, 
whose museum boasts more 
than 100,000 visitors a year.

Amelia Fowler, a well-
known flag preserver who re-
stored the original Star-Span-
gled Banner in 1914, was con-
tracted in 1912 to conserve the 
academy's collection of  trophy 
flags. She worked with dozens 
of  other women in the muse-
um's Mahan Hall, using a pat-
ented stitching method to help 

preserve the fabric. All told, 
they stitched up enough flags 
to cover two football fields, 
Swift said.

Camille Myers Breeze is 
working on a new conserva-
tion process for the flags as di-
rector of  an independent con-
servation studio, Museum 

Textile Services, based in 
Massachusetts. She said Fowl-
er's work has enabled her 
crew to handle the flags with-
out risk of  damage.

"For us to conserve a collec-
tion of  flags like this that's 
historical — not only for its 
use, but for how it was pre-
served and how it has been in-
stalled here for 100 years for 
Naval Academy students and 
visitors to appreciate and 
learn from," she said. "It's re-
ally our favorite kind of  proj-
ect."

Swift said funding for the 
conservation, about $40,000, 
came from the U.S. Naval His-
tory and Heritage Command, 
which is tasked with preserv-
ing artifacts, documents and 
other items of  that military 
branch.

Navy rediscovers captured flags hidden for nearly 100 years
Charles Swift, managing director 
and curator of the U.S. Naval 
Academy Museum in Annapolis, 
Maryland, looks up from a British 
flag of the HMS Landrail, which 
was captured in 1814 by Ameri-
can privateers sailing in the Eng-
lish Channel. It is one of 61 flags 
recently removed from glass 
cases at the U.S. Naval Academy 
for preservation. 
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CURTIS M. SPENCER 
Licensed Real Estate Salesman 

O  803.773.5461  |   E  curtis.spencer@afmforest.com 
Visit www.americanforestmanagement.com for additional properties. 

OVER 420 ACRES AVAILABLE 
 IN SUMTER COUNTY 

Block A 
146.905 Acres

Block B 
74.75 Acres

Block C 
200.239 Acres

American Forest Management is pleased to present 3 parcels ideally located 
just west of Interstate 95 near the Sumter Industrial Park on US Hwy. 15 and 
Beulah Cuttino Road. This property offers possibilities for mixed-use commer-
cial and residential development. Please call or visit our website for a bid 
prospectus. 
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ON JANUARY 11, 2018 

2573 Broad Street • Sumter, SC
803-469-2000  • www.advantagesumter.com

Join us in welcoming 

Joyce Shorter, 
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Realtor 
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we are excited to welcome her to the 
Advantage Realty Team!
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We are Growing!
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NATIONAL CITIES REGIONAL CITIES

LAKE LEVELS SUN AND MOON

TIDESRIVER STAGES

Temperature

Precipitation

  Full 7 a.m. 24-hr
Lake pool yest. chg

  Flood 7 a.m. 24-hr
River stage yest. chg AT MYRTLE BEACH

 High Ht. Low Ht.

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/WCity Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W

Weather(W): s–sunny, pc–partly cloudy, c–cloudy, sh–showers, t–thunderstorms, r–rain, sf–snow fl urries, sn–snow, i–ice

AccuWeather® fi ve-day forecast for Sumter

Spartanburg
Greenville

Gaff ney

Columbia

Bishopville
Florence

Myrtle
Beach

Sumter

Manning

Charleston

Aiken

Forecasts and graphics provided by 
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2017

TODAY

Colder with 
thickening clouds

41°

THURSDAY

Cold with plenty of 
sunshine

41° / 18°

NNW 4-8 mph

Chance of rain: 0%

WEDNESDAY

Mostly sunny and 
not as cold

43° / 22°

NNW 3-6 mph

Chance of rain: 10%

TUESDAY

Plenty of sunshine, 
but cold

36° / 19°

NNE 6-12 mph

Chance of rain: 0%

MONDAY

Intervals of clouds 
and sun

37° / 19°

NNE 8-16 mph

Chance of rain: 10%

TONIGHT

Mainly cloudy and 
cold

21°

NE 6-12 mph

Chance of rain: 5%

NE 7-14 mph

Chance of rain: 5%

High   48°
Low   26°
Normal high   54°
Normal low   32°
Record high   78° in 2015
Record low   19° in 1977

Yesterday   0.00"
Month to date   4.02"
Normal month to date   3.10"
Year to date   37.54"
Last year to date   49.40"
Normal year to date   46.70"

SUMTER YESTERDAY

Murray 360 354.81 -0.03
Marion 76.8 74.11 -0.08
Moultrie 75.5 74.12 none
Wateree 100 96.66 -0.01

Black River 12 8.75 -0.05
Congaree River 19 1.69 -1.31
Lynches River 14 6.88 -0.88
Saluda River 14 3.69 +0.03
Up. Santee River 80 75.52 -0.64
Wateree River 24 4.98 +0.01

Sunrise 7:27 a.m. Sunset  5:23 p.m.
Moonrise 4:17 p.m. Moonset 5:35 a.m.

Full Last

Jan. 1 Jan. 8

New First

Jan. 16 Jan. 24

Today 7:03 a.m. 3.6 1:23 a.m. -0.8
 7:29 p.m. 3.0 2:12 p.m. -0.5
Mon. 8:01 p.m. 3.7 2:19 p.m. -1.0
 8:27 a.m. 3.1 3:08 a.m. -0.6

Asheville 35/15/pc 27/8/s
Athens 43/25/pc 38/17/pc
Augusta 47/25/pc 41/18/c
Beaufort 51/29/pc 42/24/pc
Cape Hatteras 36/27/pc 33/24/c
Charleston 47/26/pc 40/22/pc
Charlotte 37/19/s 35/16/s
Clemson 38/25/pc 36/17/pc
Columbia 44/24/pc 38/19/pc
Darlington 39/23/pc 35/18/pc
Elizabeth City 33/16/pc 30/13/s
Elizabethtown 37/21/s 32/16/pc
Fayetteville 38/19/s 34/17/s

Florence 40/21/pc 36/18/pc
Gainesville 61/39/pc 50/29/c
Gastonia 37/21/s 34/13/s
Goldsboro 35/18/pc 32/16/s
Goose Creek 46/27/pc 38/21/pc
Greensboro 33/14/pc 30/11/s
Greenville 39/21/s 35/17/pc
Hickory 34/16/pc 31/12/s
Hilton Head 48/30/pc 40/24/pc
Jacksonville, FL 58/42/pc 47/32/c
La Grange 43/22/c 37/17/pc
Macon 46/27/c 44/20/pc
Marietta 37/19/pc 34/16/c

Marion 34/16/pc 28/9/s
Mt. Pleasant 47/29/pc 39/22/pc
Myrtle Beach 42/23/s 37/21/pc
Orangeburg 43/26/pc 37/19/c
Port Royal 51/30/pc 40/25/pc
Raleigh 34/15/pc 30/13/s
Rock Hill 36/21/s 33/13/pc
Rockingham 37/20/s 32/14/pc
Savannah 52/30/pc 43/23/pc
Spartanburg 37/22/pc 32/14/pc
Summerville 45/27/pc 38/20/pc
Wilmington 40/20/s 35/18/pc
Winston-Salem 32/15/pc 30/12/s

 Sun. Mon.  Sun. Mon.  Sun. Mon.

Atlanta 40/22/c 34/19/c
Chicago 13/-7/sf 5/-7/s
Dallas 37/18/i 31/19/pc
Detroit 16/-1/pc 15/3/c
Houston 53/29/c 40/24/pc
Los Angeles 70/52/pc 73/55/pc
New Orleans 55/28/r 39/26/pc
New York 20/9/s 20/13/s
Orlando 69/51/s 59/45/sh
Philadelphia 22/10/s 22/13/s
Phoenix 72/46/s 75/47/pc
San Francisco 59/46/pc 60/48/pc
Wash., DC 27/14/pc 27/14/s

 Sun. Mon.

IN THE MOUNTAINS

Today: Partly sunny and cooler. Winds east 
4-8 mph. Partly cloudy.
Monday: Partly sunny. Winds northeast 
6-12 mph.

ON THE COAST

Today: Partly sunny and cooler. High 42 
to 51.
Monday: Intervals of clouds and sun; 
colder in southern parts. High 37 to 42.

27/37
27/39

26/36

31/44

29/42
28/40

32/42

29/41

31/42

34/47

29/43

DOWNLOAD 
THE APP TODAY

New Year’s Schedule: Dec. 31, 2017

NEW YEAR’S SCHEDULE

PUBLIC AGENDA

ATLAS HUGGED: 
a.k.a. 118 Across
By Fred Piscop

ACROSS
1 Taters
6 Gather bit by 

bit
11 S&L amenity
14 Big Brother 

broadcaster
17 Portraitist’s 

prop
18 Transitional 

state
19 Tangible
21 Two-purpose
22 Boot sole ma-

terial
24 Singer Del Rey
25 Dagwood’s 

young neigh-
bor

26 Eerie
27 Number-align-

ing mark
29 Stun gun
30 Street ven-

dor’s vehicle
31 Friend in the 

‘hood
35 Ukraine’s cap-

ital
37 Turf Builder 

seller
41 Unbooked slot
45 Soprano-

range
49 Drummer’s 

cymbal pair
50 Thomas Hardy 

heroine
51 Blue-haired 

Simpson
53 Hoist
55 Ration (out)
56 Slice of histo-

ry
57 Freighter list-

ing
60 Fourth one 

counted, per-
haps

61 Cabinet de-
partment

63 Pedometer 
reset reading

64 BOGO event
65 Walesa’s 

homeland
67 __-proof (easy 

to operate)
69 Undercover 

worker
70 Diarist Nin
71 Fireplace ad-

junct
73 Italian wine 

city
75 Good 
bud

77 Warehouse
80 “Just as I 

thought!”
81 Thermometer 

gradation
85 Make known
86 Brown shades
88 Navigation de-

vice
89 Small fry
90 Roofing piece
91 Prime-time 

hour
93 Sneezin’ rea-

son, perhaps
95 Shaved-ice 

treats
97 Unhappy 

looks
99 Nest eggs, 

briefly
101 Takes, as ad-

vice
102 Go-betweens
106 Italian 

cheese city
110 Old West 

train robbers
113 Combat sup-

plies
116 Keystone 

State port
117 Vogue rival

118 Alternate 
title for the 
puzzle

121 Untrust-
worthy one

122 Horse hue
123 Built for 

speed
124 Alternative 

to texting
125 Hasty escape
126 Peculiar
127 Gull cousins
128 Overly senti-

mental

DOWN
1 Dry, as ver-

mouth
2 Up to __ (ade-

quate)
3 Takes off the 

shelf
4 Captain Spar-

row portrayer
5 Fell in pellets
6 Overfills
7 Cuba __ (cock-

tail)
8 Board a ship
9 Genesis shep-

herd
10 Likewise not
11 Van Gogh 

hangout
12 Show the 

ropes to
13 Fanatical
14 Fringe group
15 Ole Miss rival
16 Unkempt one
20 Asian priests
21 Shoulder mus-

cle
23 Elvis record 

label
27 Ava who di-

rected Selma
28 Structure with 

a keystone
30 __ diem work-

er
31 Red Monopoly 

piece
32 Puccini genre
33 Minnesota’s 

iron source
34 Helpful con-

nections
36 News story
38 “Common 

Sense” pam-
phleteer

39 Raptor’s grip-
per

40 Knight’s 
mount

42 Physicians’ 
org.

43 Seer’s deck
44 Thus
46 Leave quickly, 

so to speak
47 Vivacity
48 Language suf-

fix
52 Sticky stuff
54 NFL Live chan-

nel
57 Hollered
58 Jellied garnish
59 Warty crea-

tures
62 “To a . . .” 

work
66 Fairway posi-

tion
68 Small bills
69 Fine silver
70 Sci-fi visitor
71 Overfills

72 Island group
73 Florence’s 

river
74 Shut tightly
75 Tissue layer
76 Seeks info
78 Stopped from 

squeaking
79 Lock of hair
82 RNC’s group
83 Volcano near 

Palermo
84 GI-entertain-

ing org.
87 Bus-stop 

structure
90 Sock part
92 Threesome
94 EMTs’ destina-

tions
96 Ebenezer’s 

creator
98 More sensible
100 Web user
103 Ice house
104 Tossed fare
105 Upturned, as 

a crate

107 As You Like It 
forest

108 Smells 
strongly

109 Chap
110 HP’s PC com-

petitor
111 Diva’s rendi-

tion
112 Actor Neeson
113 Smoothing 

tool
114 Cry from a 

crib
115 Break quickly
118 Only presi-

dent from Mo.
119 Ballroom 

dance move
120 Full of guile
The U.S. Depart-

ment of 
LABOR (61 
Across) can 
trace its his-
tory back to 
the Bureau of 
Labor Statis-

tics, estab-
lished under 
the Depart-
ment of the 
Interior in 
1884. Before 
becoming 
President of 
POLAND (65 
Across) in 
1990, Lech 
Walesa had 
been a ship-
yard electri-
cian and 
union activist. 
Ava DUVER-
NAY (27 
Down) won 
the Best Di-
rector Prize at 
the 2012 Sun-
dance Film 
Festival for 
her second 
feature film, 
Middle of No-
where.

ARIES (March 
21-April 19): 
Revisit what’s 
transpired and 
how you can 

move forward in a positive manner. 
New beginnings may not always be 
welcomed, but they should be 
considered. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Reminisce 
about days gone by. Share your 
thoughts and feelings with someone 
you love. Common goals will be 
something to toast to as the year 
comes to a close. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Leave 
baggage behind and head into the 
next year with optimism. Make 
positive changes that will free up your 
time and allow you to head in a 
direction that excites you.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Too much 
talk will give someone an inside look 
into who you are and what you have. 
Protect your assets, possessions and 
loved ones from anyone who is prying 
into your affairs. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Put bad habits 
behind you. Honesty will help you 
build the framework for a new 
beginning. Get back to basics and 
bring in the year with a clear head.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Make a 
toast to what has been and what lies 
ahead. Let go of the past. Make 
decisions and follow through with 
your plans. Strive for greater 
awareness and compassion when 

dealing with others.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Listen, but 
don’t believe everything you hear. 
Someone will mislead you or misuse 
your personal information. Protect 
your heart, reputation and 
possessions. A change in your 
personal life will take you by surprise.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): A financial 
gain is heading your way. Organize 
and tidy up loose ends. Make a 
promise to set positive guidelines that 
will make your life easier and less 
stressful.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Make 
changes at home or open your doors 
to friends and family. Don’t hide your 
true feelings or put your dreams aside 
for the sake of others. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): If you 
mix business with pleasure, be wary 
of the information you share with 
peers. Indulgence will lead to 
emotional situations that can make 
you or someone you love look bad.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Old 
emotions will surface. Make time to 
discuss your future plans and feelings 
with loved ones. Clear your mind of 
any regrets that you don’t want to 
carry into the new year.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Emotions 
will be difficult to hide, especially if 
you avoid facing the facts that you 
neglected to recognize in the past. 
Relationships must be handled with 
poise and intelligence, not indulgence 
and anger.

BANKS — All area banks and credit unions will be 
closed on Monday.

GOVERNMENT — The following will be closed on Mon-
day: federal government offices; U.S. Postal Service; state 
government offices; City of  Sumter offices; Sumter Coun-
ty offices; City of  Manning; Clarendon County offices; 
Lee County offices; and City of  Bishopville offices. 

SCHOOLS — The following will be closed through Mon-
day: Lee County Public Schools and Thomas Sumter 
Academy.

The following will be closed through Tuesday: Sumter 
School District; Clarendon School District 1; Clarendon 
School District 2; Wilson Hall; St. Anne and St. Jude 
Catholic School; St. Francis Xavier High School; Lau-
rence Manning Academy; and Clarendon Hall.

Clarendon School District 3 and Sumter Christian 
School will be closed through Monday and will observe a 
faculty in-service day on Tuesday. Students will return 
on Wednesday.

Robert E. Lee Academy will be closed through Wednes-
day.

UTILITIES — Black River Electric Coop. and FTC will be 
closed on Monday.

OTHER — Clemson Extension Service and the Greater 
Sumter Chamber of  Commerce will be closed through 
Monday.

The Harvin Clarendon County Library and the Sumter 
County Library will be closed on Monday.

The City of  Sumter will collect household garbage and 
recyclables on New Year’s Day.

Santee-Wateree RTA will be closed on Monday.
The Sumter Item will be closed on Monday.
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The last word 
in astrology
EUGENIA LAST

THE NEWSDAY CROSSWORD

SUMTER CITY COUNCIL
Tuesday, 5:30 p.m., Sumter Opera 
House, 21 N. Main St.

BISHOPVILLE CITY COUNCIL
Tuesday, 6:30 p.m., Colclough 
Building

TOWN OF LYNCHBURG PLANNING 
COMMISSION
Wednesday, 4 p.m., town hall
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BY DENNIS BRUNSON
dennis@theitem.com

Back somewhere around the end 
of  August, I read where a wise col-
lege football soothsayer predicted 
the University of  South Carolina 
football team would go 7-5 in 2017.

Of  course, USC went 8-4, and this 
sage said if  that happened then it 
was heel-clicking time for Carolina 
fans considering the youth of  the 
team. 

So, should Gamecock Nation be 
satisfied with the program’s prog-
ress in the second year under head 
coach Will Muschamp regardless of  
what happens against Michigan in 
the Outback Bowl on Monday? Yes – 
and no. As for the players, it’s an 
emphatic no.

South Carolina has the chance to 
win nine games in a season for only 
the seventh time in program histo-
ry, but more importantly, a bowl tri-
umph makes a greater statement of  

what Muschamp has accomplished, 
and it definitely gives a different 
look to the public perception of  the 
program on a national level.

While the vast majority of  the 
bowl games outside of  the obvious 
College Football Playoff  semifinals 
and the other “big name” bowls do 
not have a lot at stake, both USC 
and the Wolverines definitely have 
much for which to play.

And for Michigan, just as men-
tioned above with Carolina, it is 

that public perception on a nation-
wide level. A win makes the Wolver-
ines 9-4 and makes it look as though 
they were victims of  a tough Big 10 
Conference after winning 10 games 
in the first two seasons under head 
coach Jim Harbaugh. 

A loss though, coupled with a com-
bined 1-5 record against main rivals 
Ohio State and Michigan State in 
Harbaugh’s three seasons, makes it 

SEE USC, PAGE B5

Gamecocks, Michigan have much at stake

Threepeat should be lots of fun
BY DENNIS BRUNSON
dennis@theitem.com

Monday night should be fun.
Whether you love Clemson and hate 

Alabama, love Alabama and hate Clem-
son, love both schools, have a passionate 
dislike for both or don’t care one way or 
the other but just love college football, 
the trifecta between the Tide and Tigers 
in the College Football Playoff  in the 
Sugar Bowl should be another shootout 
slugfest between the two programs.

Of  course, they’ve met in the national 
championship games the past two years, 
‘Bama winning the first time and Clem-
son last year. This time around, it’s just 
for a chance to get back to the title game, 
but the intensity will be just as great, if  
not greater.

And shootout slugfest is an apt de-
scription of  both games. While Alabama 
won the first meeting 45-40 and the Ti-
gers followed it up with a 35-32 triumph, 

there were just as many big defensive 
plays as offensive plays.

Clemson is the defending champion 
and the No. 1 seed in this matchup, but 
one has to think head coach Dabo Swin-
ney and his staff  have been selling their 
players on the fact that no one respects 
them. And, in fact, there is some truth to 
that.

With star quarterback Deshaun Wat-
son and most of  his skill position sup-
porting cast having moved on to the Na-
tional Football League, hardly anyone 
thought the Tigers would be back in the 
CFP. Most thought Watson to be a gener-
ational player, and Clemson would be-
come a 2- or 3-loss team without his 
presence.

The Tigers are 12-1 though and Kelly 
Bryant has matured into his role as the 
leader of  the Clemson offense. And don’t 
think Swinney has forgotten about all of  

SEE THREEPEAT, PAGE B6

Alabama-Clemson trilogy Monday
Tigers’
defensive
front could
stifle ’Bama
BY BRETT MARTEL
AP Sports Writer

NEW ORLEANS — Clemson 
has ridden a dominant defen-
sive line to a No. 1 ranking 
heading into the climactic Col-
lege Football Playoff.

Tigers defensive tackle 
Christian Wilkins sees no rea-
son why Clemson’s semifinal 
showdown with Alabama in 
Monday night’s Sugar Bowl 
should be any different.

Confidence, Wilkins said, is 
“at an all-time high because 
we have guys who’ve played in 
these big-time type of  games, 
who have played against Ala-
bama and just are used to this. 
We have a lot of  confidence in 
each other. ... We definitely are 
ready to bring it.”

Indeed, Clemson has the 
requisite combination of  tal-
ent and experience to advance 
past Alabama and into its 
third straight national title tilt 
against the winner of  the Rose 
Bowl.

It all starts with a menacing 
front four that helped racked 
up 44 sacks this season. And it 
is their matchup against Ala-
bama’s offensive line and mo-
bile QB Jalen Hurts that could 
very well tip the balance in the 
Sugar Bowl.

Alabama’s offensive line 
struggled in its most recent 
game, a loss to Auburn in the 
Iron Bowl. Auburn’s defense 
was credited with two sacks 
and nine QB hits in a convinc-
ing 26-14 victory. Statistically, 
Clemson’s defense has outper-
formed Auburn’s this season. 
Clemson ranks second nation-
ally in points allowed per 
game at 12.8.

“This game is going to be 
won in the trenches and it 
starts with us and it ends with 
us,” Wilkins said. “We put a 
lot of  pressure on ourselves as 
a D-line to be the spark for the 
team, not just the defense. ... If  
we set the tone and the tempo 
for the game, then everyone 
else will follow.”

Wilkins said Auburn’s de-
fensive front succeeded 
against Alabama because of  
relentless effort in pursuit off  
Crimson Tide quarterback 
Jalen Hurts, an adept scram-
bler who has rushed for 768 
yards this season.

“We’re just going to have to 
be relentless. We’re going to 
have to keep pursuing, keep 
going after him, because you 
never know when an extra-ef-
fort play like that could be the 
biggest play in the game,” 
Wilkins said. “That is a 
strength of  our D-line because 
we have that mindset of  just, 
‘Be relentless and keep 
going.’”

Auburn is one common op-
ponent that Alabama and 
Clemson had this season. 
Clemson beat Auburn, 14-6.

On the offensive side of  the 
ball, Clemson has kept rolling 

SEE WHY CLEMSON WINS, PAGE B6 SEE WHY ALABAMA WINS, PAGE B6

With Watson
gone, Tide
is poised for
redemption

NEW ORLEANS — Deshaun 
Watson has moved on to the 
NFL.

That sigh of  relief  you hear 
is from Alabama.

Watson lit up the Crimson 
Tide’s stellar defense in the 
last two national champion-
ship games, but Kelly Bryant 
will be lining up at quarter-
back for Clemson in Monday 
night’s Sugar Bowl semifinal.

Not having to face Watson, 
combined with Alabama’s 
punishing ground game, a 
healthier linebacker corps and 
plenty of  motivation should be 
enough to carry coach Nick 
Saban’s team to its third 
straight title game.

“This is kind of  like a re-
demption game for us,” line-
backer Rashaan Evans said.

Two years ago, Watson set a 
national championship game 
record for total yards by pass-
ing for 405 and four touch-
downs, and rushing for anoth-
er 73. Fortunately for the Tide, 
the special teams recovered an 
onside kick and returned a 
kickoff  95 yards for a touch-
down to pull out a 45-40 victo-
ry.

Watson would not be denied 
a year ago, even after Ala-
bama raced to a two-touch-
down lead. He passed for 420 
yards and three TDs — break-
ing his own record for passing 
yards in a title game — and 
rushed for an 8-yard score. 
With one second remaining, 
Watson hooked up with Hunt-
er Renfrow for a short TD 
pass that gave the Tigers a 
35-31 victory.

“The loss last year is defi-
nitely on our minds and in our 
hearts,” Alabama safety Ron-
nie Harrison said.

Bryant has provided the 
same sort of  dual threat as 
Watson, passing for 2,678 yards 
and 13 touchdowns and run-
ning for 646 yards and 11 TDs. 
The offense had hardly missed 
a beat, averaging 35.4 points a 
game.

“I really don’t see a drop 
off,” Harrison said. “They are 
both efficient on the ground 
and through the air. They both 
make the offense go.”

But it’s too much to ask of  
Bryant — anyone, really — to 
provide the same sort of  team-
carrying performances as his 
predecessor, so look for Ala-
bama to get a shot at its fifth 
national title in the last nine 
seasons.

Of  course, the Tide must do 
a better job of  keeping its de-
fense off  the field.

Clemson’s go-go offense did 
a marvelous job of  controlling 
the clock a year ago, running 
a staggering 99 plays (to just 
66 for Alabama) and piling up 
a nearly 10-minute edge in 
time of  possession. By the end 
of  the game, when the Tide 

BY PAUL NEWBERRY
AP National Writer

PHOTOS BY MICAH GREEN / THE SUMTER ITEM
Clemson wide receiver Hunter Renfrow answers a question during Saturday’s press confer-
ence for the Sugar Bowl in New Orleans. The Tigers will face Alabama in a College Football 
Playoff national semifinal on Monday.

The Clemson football team gets ready to practice on Saturday at Tulane University in prepa-
ration for Monday’s Sugar Bowl. The defending national champion Tigers will face Alabama 
for the third straight year, this time in a national semifinal.
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SCOREBOARD

TV, RADIO 
TODAY
6:55 a.m. – International Soccer: English Premier 
League Match – Manchester City vs. Crystal Palace 
(NBC SPORTS NETWORK).
11:25 a.m. – International Soccer: English Premier 
League Match – Arsenal vs. West Brom (NBC 
SPORTS NETWORK).
Noon – Women’s College Basketball: Tulane at South 
Florida (ESPNU).
Noon – Women’s College Basketball: Tennessee at 
Kentucky (SEC NETWORK).
12:30 p.m. – Women’s College Basketball: Duke at 
Miami (FOX SPORTSOUTH).
1 p.m. – International Athletics: U.S. Olympic Trials 
from Park City, Utah – Ski Jumping Trials (WIS 10).
1 p.m. – NFL Football: Cleveland at Pittsburgh (WLTX 
19).
1 p.m. – NFL Football: Chicago at Minnesota (WACH 
57).
1 p.m. – Professional Basketball: NBA G-League 
Game – Lakeland at Maine (NBA TV).
2 p.m. – Women’s College Basketball: Indiana at 
Ohio State (ESPN2).
2 p.m. – Women’s College Basketball: Texas Tech at 
Baylor (ESPNU).
2 p.m. – Women’s College Basketball: Texas A&M at 
South Carolina (SEC NETWORK, WNKT-FM 107.5).
2:30 p.m. – College Basketball: Providence at 
Creighton (FOX SPORTS 1).
2:30 p.m. – Women’s College Basketball: Louisville at 
North Carolina State (FOX SPORTSOUTH).
3 p.m. – Professional Basketball: Euroleague Game – 
Teams To Be Announced (NBA TV).
4 p.m. – NFL Football: Jacksonville at Tennessee 
(WLTX 19).
4 p.m. – College Basketball: Central Florida at East 
Carolina (ESPNEWS).
4 p.m. – Women’s College Basketball: Florida at 
Auburn (ESPN2).
4 p.m. – College Basketball: Memphis at Cincinnati 
(ESPNU).
4 p.m. – Women’s College Basketball: West Virginia 
at Texas (FOX SPORTSOUTH).
4 p.m. – Women’s College Basketball: Vanderbilt at 
Louisiana State (SEC NETWORK).
4:25 p.m. – NFL Football: Atlanta at Carolina (WACH 
57, WWFN-FM 100.1, WPUB-FM 102.7).
5 p.m. – College Basketball: St. John’s at Seton Hall 
(FOX SPORTS 1).
6 p.m. – College Basketball: Georgia at Kentucky 
(ESPN).
6 p.m. – College Basketball: South Carolina at 
Mississippi (ESPN2, WDXY-FM 105.9, WNKT-FM 107.5, 
WDXY-AM 1240).
6 p.m. – College Basketball: Virginia Tech at 
Syracuse (ESPNU).
6 p.m. – Women’s College Basketball: Mississippi 
State at Georgia (SEC NETWORK).
7 p.m. – NBA Basketball: Charlotte at Los Angeles 
Clippers (FOX SPORTS SOUTHEAST).
8 p.m. – College Basketball: South Florida at 
Southern Methodist (ESPNU).
8 p.m. – Professional Tennis: ATP Brisbane Early-
Round Matches (TENNIS).
4 a.m. – Professional Tennis: ATP Brisbane Early-
Round Matches (TENNIS).

MONDAY
7:25 a.m. – International Soccer: English Premier 
League Match – Bournemouth vs. Brighton (NBC 
SPORTS NETWORK).
9:55 a.m. – International Soccer: English Premier 
League Match – Burnley vs. Liverpool (NBC SPORTS 
NETWORK).
10 a.m. – International Soccer: English Premier 
League Match – Huddersfield vs. Leicester City 
(CNBC).
11:30 a.m. – Professional Tennis: ATP Doha Early-
Round Matches (TENNIS).
Noon – College Football: Outback Bowl from Tampa, 
Fla. – South Carolina vs. Michigan (ESPN2, WIBZ-FM 
95.5, WNKT-FM 107.5).
12:25 p.m. – International Soccer: English Premier 
League Match – Manchester United vs. Everton 
(NBC SPORTS NETWORK).
12:40 p.m. – College Football: Peach Bowl from 
Atlanta – Central Florida vs. Auburn (ESPN).
1 p.m. – NHL Hockey: New York Rangers vs. Buffalo 
from Queens, N.Y. (WIS 10).
1 p.m. – College Football: Citrus Bowl from Orlando, 
Fla. – Notre Dame vs. Louisiana State (WOLO 25).
5 p.m. – College Basketball: West Virginia at Kansas 
State (ESPNU).
5:10 p.m. – College Football: College Football Playoff 
Semifinal Game Rose Bowl from Pasadena, Calif. – 
Georgia vs. Oklahoma (ESPN, ESPNEWS, ESPN2).
6:05 p.m. – Talk Show: Sports Talk (WDXY-FM 105.9, 
WDXY-AM 1240).
7 p.m. – College Basketball: Texas at Iowa State 
(ESPNU).
8 p.m. – Professional Tennis: ATP Brisbane Early-
Round Matches (TENNIS).
8:50 p.m. – College Football: College Football Playoff 
Semifinal Game Sugar Bowl from New Orleans – 
Alabama vs. Clemson (ESPN, ESPNEWS, ESPN2, 
WWBD-FM 94.7, WPUB-FM 102.7).
9 p.m. – College Basketball: Southern at Texas 
Southern (ESPNU).

NFL STANDINGS
AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East
 W L T Pct PF PA
y-New England 12 3 0 .800 432 290
Buffalo 8 7 0 .533 280 343
Miami 6 9 0 .400 265 371
N.Y. Jets 5 10 0 .333 292 356
South
 W L T Pct PF PA
y-Jacksonville 10 5 0 .667 407 253
Tennessee 8 7 0 .533 319 346
Houston 4 11 0 .267 325 414
Indianapolis 3 12 0 .200 241 391
North

 W L T Pct PF PA
y-Pittsburgh 12 3 0 .800 378 284
Baltimore 9 6 0 .600 368 272
Cincinnati 6 9 0 .400 259 322
Cleveland 0 15 0 .000 210 382
West

 W L T Pct PF PA
y-Kansas City 9 6 0 .600 388 315
L.A. Chargers 8 7 0 .533 325 262
Oakland 6 9 0 .400 291 343
Denver 5 10 0 .333 265 355

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East
 W L T Pct PF PA
y-Philadelphia 13 2 0 .867 457 289

Dallas 8 7 0 .533 348 332
Washington 7 8 0 .467 332 370
N.Y. Giants 2 13 0 .133 228 378

South
 W L T Pct PF PA
x-New Orleans 11 4 0 .733 424 295
x-Carolina 11 4 0 .733 353 305
Atlanta 9 6 0 .600 331 305
Tampa Bay 4 11 0 .267 304 358

North
 W L T Pct PF PA
y-Minnesota 12 3 0 .800 359 242
Detroit 8 7 0 .533 375 365
Green Bay 7 8 0 .467 309 349
Chicago 5 10 0 .333 254 297

West
 W L T Pct PF PA
y-L.A. Rams 11 4 0 .733 465 295
Seattle 9 6 0 .600 342 306
Arizona 7 8 0 .467 269 337
San Francisco 5 10 0 .333 297 370

x-clinched playoff spot
y-clinched division

SUNDAY’S GAMES

N.Y. Jets at New England, 1 p.m.
Washington at N.Y. Giants, 1 p.m.
Chicago at Minnesota, 1 p.m.
Dallas at Philadelphia, 1 p.m.
Green Bay at Detroit, 1 p.m.
Cleveland at Pittsburgh, 1 p.m.
Houston at Indianapolis, 1 p.m.
Cincinnati at Baltimore, 4:25 p.m.
New Orleans at Tampa Bay, 4:25 p.m.
Kansas City at Denver, 4:25 p.m.
Jacksonville at Tennessee, 4:25 p.m.
Buffalo at Miami, 4:25 p.m.
Arizona at Seattle, 4:25 p.m.
San Francisco at L.A. Rams, 4:25 p.m.
Oakland at L.A. Chargers, 4:25 p.m.
Carolina at Atlanta, 4:25 p.m.

NBA STANDINGS
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
 W L Pct GB
Boston 29 10 .744 —
Toronto 24 10 .706 2½
Cleveland 24 11 .686 3
Detroit 19 15 .559 7½
Milwaukee 19 15 .559 7½
Washington 20 16 .556 7½
Indiana 19 17 .528 8½
Miami 18 17 .514 9
New York 17 18 .486 10
Philadelphia 15 19 .441 11½
Chicago 13 22 .371 14
Brooklyn 13 22 .371 14
Charlotte 13 22 .371 14
Orlando 12 24 .333 15½
Atlanta 9 26 .257 18

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB
Golden State 28 8 .778 —
Houston 25 9 .735 2
San Antonio 25 11 .694 3
Minnesota 22 14 .611 6
Oklahoma City 20 16 .556 8
Denver 19 16 .543 8½
Portland 18 16 .529 9
New Orleans 18 17 .514 9½
L.A. Clippers 15 19 .441 12
Utah 15 21 .417 13
Phoenix 14 23 .378 14½
Sacramento 12 23 .343 15½
L.A. Lakers 11 23 .324 16
Dallas 12 25 .324 16½
Memphis 11 24 .314 16½

FRIDAY’S GAMES
Washington 121, Houston 103
Toronto 111, Atlanta 98
Brooklyn 111, Miami 87
Chicago 119, Indiana 107
Dallas 128, New Orleans 120
Milwaukee 97, Oklahoma City 95
Phoenix 111, Sacramento 101
Charlotte 111, Golden State 100
L.A. Clippers 121, L.A. Lakers 106

SATURDAY’S GAMES
Miami at Orlando, 7 p.m.
New York at New Orleans, 7 p.m.
San Antonio at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Portland at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
Cleveland at Utah, 8 p.m.
Memphis at Golden State, 8:30 p.m.
Philadelphia at Denver, 9 p.m.

SUNDAY’S GAMES
Chicago at Washington, 3:30 p.m.
Minnesota at Indiana, 5 p.m.
Brooklyn at Boston, 5:30 p.m.
Charlotte at L.A. Clippers, 7 p.m.
Dallas at Oklahoma City, 7 p.m.
L.A. Lakers at Houston, 7 p.m.
Memphis at Sacramento, 7 p.m.
Philadelphia at Phoenix, 8 p.m.

MONDAY’S GAMES
Milwaukee at Toronto, 7:30 p.m.
Orlando at Brooklyn, 7:30 p.m.
L.A. Lakers at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Portland at Chicago, 8 p.m.

TUESDAY’S GAMES
Portland at Cleveland, 7 p.m.
San Antonio at New York, 7:30 p.m.
Atlanta at Phoenix, 9 p.m.
Charlotte at Sacramento, 10 p.m.
Memphis at L.A. Clippers, 10:30 p.m.

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Tampa Bay 37 27 8 2 56 139 93
Toronto 39 23 14 2 48 132 112
Boston 36 20 10 6 46 109 94
Florida 37 16 16 5 37 106 121
Montreal 38 16 18 4 36 100 120
Detroit 37 14 16 7 35 100 118
Ottawa 36 12 16 8 32 98 123
Buffalo 38 10 20 8 28 84 126

METROPOLITAN DIVISION
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
New Jersey 37 22 9 6 50 119 108
Washington 39 23 13 3 49 118 111
Columbus 39 22 14 3 47 113 109
N.Y. Rangers 38 20 13 5 45 120 107
N.Y. Islanders 38 20 14 4 44 135 133
Carolina 37 18 12 7 43 104 111
Pittsburgh 39 19 17 3 41 110 124
Philadelphia 38 16 14 8 40 106 109

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Winnipeg 39 22 11 6 50 129 110
Nashville 37 22 10 5 49 120 104
St. Louis 40 23 15 2 48 116 100
Dallas 39 21 15 3 45 116 112
Minnesota 38 20 15 3 43 110 110
Chicago 37 18 14 5 41 109 102
Colorado 37 18 16 3 39 117 119

Pacific Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Vegas 36 25 9 2 52 126 103
Los Angeles 38 22 11 5 49 111 88
San Jose 35 20 11 4 44 98 86
Anaheim 39 17 14 8 42 104 113
Calgary 38 18 16 4 40 104 111
Edmonton 38 17 18 3 37 114 121
Vancouver 38 16 17 5 37 103 123
Arizona 40 9 26 5 23 92 141

NOTE: Two points for a win, one point for 
overtime loss. Top three teams in each divi-
sion and two wild cards per conference ad-
vance to playoffs.

FRIDAY’S GAMES
Buffalo 4, New Jersey 3, OT
Detroit 3, N.Y. Rangers 2, SO
Philadelphia 5, Tampa Bay 3
Carolina 2, Pittsburgh 1
Ottawa 5, Columbus 4
Minnesota 4, Nashville 2
Winnipeg 4, N.Y. Islanders 2
Dallas 4, St. Louis 2
Colorado 4, Toronto 3, OT
Chicago 4, Edmonton 3, OT
Anaheim 2, Calgary 1

SATURDAY’S GAMES
Boston at Ottawa, 7 p.m.
New Jersey at Washington, 7 p.m.
Montreal at Florida, 7 p.m.
Minnesota at Nashville, 8 p.m.
Carolina at St. Louis, 8 p.m.
Los Angeles at Vancouver, 10 p.m.

SUNDAY’S GAMES
Toronto at Vegas, 3:30 p.m.
Arizona at Anaheim, 4 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Columbus, 6 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Winnipeg at Edmonton, 7 p.m.
San Jose at Dallas, 8 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Colorado, 8 p.m.
Chicago at Calgary, 9 p.m.

MONDAY’S GAMES
N.Y. Rangers vs. Buffalo at Citi Field, 1 p.m.
Tuesday’s Games
Boston at N.Y. Islanders, 7 p.m.
Washington at Carolina, 7 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Toronto, 7 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
San Jose at Montreal, 7:30 p.m.
New Jersey at St. Louis, 8 p.m.
Florida at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Columbus at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
Winnipeg at Colorado, 9 p.m.
Los Angeles at Edmonton, 9:30 p.m.
Nashville at Vegas, 10 p.m.
Anaheim at Vancouver, 10 p.m.

COLLEGE BASKETBALL
SATURDAY
1. Villanova (13-1) lost to Butler 101-93. Next: 
vs. Marquette, Saturday.
2. Michigan State (13-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. Savannah State, Sunday.
3. Arizona State (12-0) at No. 17 Arizona. 
Next: vs. Colorado, Thursday.
4. Duke (13-1) beat No. 24 Florida State 100-
93. Next: at N.C. State.
5. Texas A&M (11-1) at Alabama. Next: vs. 
Florida, Tuesday.
6. Xavier (14-1) beat DePaul 77-72. Next: vs. 
Butler, Tuesday.
7. West Virginia (12-1) did not play. Next: at 
Kansas State, Monday.
8. Wichita State (11-2) beat UConn 72-62. 
Next: vs. Houston, Thursday.
9. Virginia (12-1) beat Boston College 59-58. 
Next: at Virginia Tech, Wednesday.
10. TCU (12-1) lost to No. 12 Oklahoma 90-89. 
Next: at No. 18 Baylor, Tuesday.
11. Kansas (11-2) did not play. Next: vs. No. 22 
Texas Tech, Tuesday.
12. Oklahoma (11-1) beat No. 10 TCU 90-89. 
Next: vs. Oklahoma State, Wednesday.
13. North Carolina (12-2) beat Wake Forest 
73-69. Next: at No. 24 Florida State, Wednes-
day.
14. Purdue (12-2) vs. Lipscomb. Next: vs. Rut-
gers, Wednesday.
15. Miami (12-1) beat Pittsburgh 67-53. Next: 
at Georgia Tech, Wednesday.
16. Kentucky (10-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
Georgia, Sunday. Next: at LSU, Wednesday.
17. Arizona (10-3) vs. No. 3 Arizona State. 
Next: at Utah, Thursday.
18. Baylor (10-3) did not play. Next: vs. No. 10 
TCU, Tuesday.
19. Tennessee (9-3) lost to Arkansas 95-93, 
OT. Next: vs. Auburn, Tuesday.
20. Gonzaga (11-3) vs. Santa Clara. Next: at 
Pepperdine, Thursday.
21. Cincinnati (11-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
Memphis, Sunday.
22. Texas Tech (12-1) did not play. Next: at 
No. 11 Kansas, Tuesday.
23. Seton Hall (12-2) did not play. Next: vs. St. 
John’s, Sunday.
24. Florida State (11-2) lost to No. 4 Duke 100-
93. Next: vs. No. 13 North Carolina, Wednes-
day.
25. Creighton (10-3) did not play. Next: vs. 
Providence, Sunday.

NBA

OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) — Dwight 
Howard was so good Friday night 
against the defending NBA champs 
that acting Charlotte Hornets coach 
Stephen Silas rode him to the finish 
line of  a 111-100 victory over the Gold-
en State Warriors.

"He was great," Silas said after How-
ard scored a season-high 29 points. "I 
couldn't take him out in the second 
half."

The Hornets won just their third 
road game of the season.

"They've had a tough go this year," 
Warriors coach Steve Kerr said. "They 
came in and earned it. They took it to 
us."

Charlotte, beginning a four-game 
road trip, arrived with a 2-12 record 
away from home.

"To get this win here against this 
team the first game of the road trip 
means a lot," Silas said. "Hopefully, we 
can carry that forward."

Six Hornets players scored in double 
figures, led by Howard, who also had 12 
rebounds and seven assists.

The veteran big man had his way in-
side, especially when the Warriors 
tried to defend him with rookie Jordan 
Bell, who was giving up two inches and 
40 pounds. "Obviously, we didn't defend 
well in general," Kerr said. "Jordan 
was overpowered."

On the night before the Warriors ex-
pect Stephen Curry to return from his 
sprained right ankle, they lost for just 
the second time in their past 15 games. 
They are 9-2 without Curry.

"We've definitely been missing him," 
said Kevin Durant, who scored 27 
points to lead the Warriors. "We're 
going to definitely be a different team 
when he comes back."

Klay Thompson scored 24, 13 of  them 
in the first quarter. Draymond Green 
had eight points, 11 rebounds and tied 
his career high with 16 assists.

Kerr said the difference was an old 
story.

"Turnovers . they got 32 points off  
our turnovers, 18 of  them," he said. 
"What's discouraging is just so many of  
them feel careless and silly and point-
less. Too many times we're going for 
the home run assist. We've got to just 
make simple passes and plays."

The league's best third-quarter team, 
Golden State trailed 79-75 after the Hor-
nets outscored them 26-22 in the third. 
Two nights earlier, the Warriors scored 
42 third-quarter points to bury the 
Utah Jazz.

"We're not going to do that every 
third quarter," Kerr said. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Charlotte’s Dwight Howard dunks in the 
Hornets’ 111-100 victory over Golden 
State on Friday in Oakland, California.

Howard leads 
Hornets past 
Warriors

ATLANTA (AP) — The NFC South 
has a chance for bragging rights as the 
NFL's strongest division with three 
playoff teams.

For the Carolina Panthers, two would 
be enough.

The Atlanta Falcons will try to earn a 
playoff spot while the Panthers are 
playing for the division title when the ri-
vals meet Sunday.

Carolina and New Orleans already 
have secured playoff spots from the di-
vision. The Panthers (11-4) would like to 
spoil Atlanta's season one year after it 
played in the Super Bowl.

"We don't want three teams from the 
NFC South in the playoffs," said Caroli-
na cornerback Captain Munnerlyn. "We 
want two. We gotta go down there and 
spoil their parade."

The Falcons (9-6) could make the 
playoffs with a loss Sunday if Seattle 
loses to Arizona. Atlanta's players have 
only talked about earning their spot 
with a win.

The Falcons also are motivated to 
make up for a 20-17 loss at Carolina last 
month and a mistake-filled loss at New 
Orleans last week.

"We've put ourselves in a position 
where we've got an opportunity to play 
ourselves in," Falcons quarterback Matt 
Ryan said. "At the beginning of the 
year, that's what you always want this 
time of the year, to be in the mix."

The Panthers already have a playoff  
spot but this won't be a situation where 
they will be expected to rest such key 
starters as quarterback Cam Newton. 

Carolina can clinch the NFC South with 
a win and a loss or tie by New Orleans. 
The Panthers can clinch a first-round 
bye with a win, a Vikings loss and losses 
or ties by the Saints and Rams.

Carolina has won seven of its past 
eight games, and coach Ron Rivera 
wants to take a hot team into the play-
offs. That means he plans to use his 
starters.

"We're approaching this game to win," 
Rivera said. "... I want to keep the mo-
mentum going."

Here are some other things to watch 
when the Panthers and Falcons close 
the regular season:

NEWTON ON THE RUN: Newton has car-
ried the ball 14 times in each of the past 
two games, which offensive coordinator 
Mike Shula said is "probably a little 
more than we want to."

"He's still going to get his carries, but 
we have to monitor that and do a little 
better than we did," Shula said.

Newton was a huge factor on the 
ground in the win over the Falcons last 
month, rushing nine times for 86 yards 
and a touchdown.

HIGH AND TIGHT: Falcons running 

back Devonta Freeman lost a fumble at 
the goal line against the Saints last 
week. It was his fourth fumble in the 
past three games, leading to extra work 
this week.

"What we talk about is the term high 
and tight as a ball carrier," said coach 
Dan Quinn. "... High and tight means 
we're locking the ball down and we're 
going to keep the tip of  the ball up tight 
and we're locking the ball down to the 
body and that elbow has to be locked. 
That's why we know the issues with 
Free are correctable."

GEORGIA NATIVES: Newton, who is 
from the Atlanta area, isn't the only 
Carolina player who gets a little extra 
amped up when he returns to his home 
state.

Two former Georgia Bulldogs, Pan-
thers linebacker Thomas Davis and de-
fensive end Charles Johnson, are ex-
pected to play. Davis is returning from 
a one-game suspension for an illegal 
hit on Green Bay wide receiver Da-
vante Adams. Johnson returns follow-
ing a four-game absence for violating 
the league's performance-enhancers 
policy.

Panthers hope to continue roll, spoil Falcons’ playoff hopes
NFL

AP FILE PHOTO
Carolina cornerback and former South 
Carolina standout Captain Munnerlyn and 
his Panther teammates have extra motiva-
tion to spoil Atlanta’s season one year 
after the Falcons played in the Super 
Bowl.



BY PETE IACOBELLI
AP Sports Writer

CLEMSON — Clemson's Eli-
jah Thomas is like most every-
one else out there — he's wait-
ing to see more before fully be-
lieving in the Tigers' strong 
start.

Clemson (12-1, 1-0 Atlantic 
Coast Conference) continued 
its best start in nine years and 
won its eighth consecutive 
game with a 78-62 victory over 
North Carolina State on Satur-
day. Thomas, who had 10 
points and 10 rebounds, ac-
cepts that all Tiger fans and 
those in college basketball are 
reserving judgment on the Ti-
gers' start.

"Last year we had a similar 
record and we kind of  dropped 
the ball in conference," Thom-

as said. "We're not worried 
about the attention we get."

The Tigers will get more and 
more if  they keep playing like 
this.

Marcquise Reed scored 13 of  
his 18 points in the second half  
and led all five starters in dou-

ble figures. It is their best start 
under coach Brad Brownell 
and best since opening 16-0 in 
2008-09.

Brownell likes his team and 
thinks it will continue to gel.

"We're playing well, but I 
thought we were playing well 

last year," he said. "I don't 
know. We'll see."

Clemson took control with 
defense, overcoming sluggish 
early shooting and a strong 
start by the Wolfpack (10-4, 
0-1).

North Carolina State took its 
biggest lead, 16-10, on Torin 
Dorn's jumper with 9:18 to go. 
That's when the Tigers closed 
the half  with a 23-8 surge to 
move in front for good. 
Grantham got the run started 
with a 3-pointer and closed it 
by collecting Gabe DeVoe's 
missed shot and throwing up a 
shot just before the buzzer 
sounded to put Clemson ahead 
33-24.

The Wolfpack had problems 
with Clemson's defense in the 
critical stretch, going 1 of  10 
from the field with three of  

their seven first-half  turn-
overs.

North Carolina State cut an 
11-point lead to six on Braxton 
Beverly's jumper and 3-pointer 
early in the second half. But 
the Tigers gradually stretched 
the lead out to 19 points to stay 
comfortably ahead the rest of  
the way.

"We had a lot of  positives 
and negatives," Wolfpack for-
ward Lennard Freeman said. 
"We've just got to play smart-
er."

DeVoe added 15 points for 
the Tigers. Thomas had his 
fourth double-double of  the 
season.

Beverly had 15 points to lead 
the Wolfpack. Allerik Free-
man, the team's leading scorer 
coming in, had 14 points on 
5-of-19 shooting.

 THE SUMTER ITEM SPORTS   SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2017    |    B3

CLEMSON 78, NC STATE 62
NC STATE (10-4)
Abu 1-3 2-3 4, Yurtseven 6-12 0-0 12, Dorn 1-8 5-6 7, A.Freeman 5-19 2-2 14, 
Beverly 6-9 0-0 15, L.Freeman 3-6 1-2 7, Batts 1-7 1-2 3, Hunt 0-2 0-0 0. To-
tals 23-66 11-15 62.

CLEMSON (12-1)
Thomas 4-7 2-2 10, Grantham 4-11 4-4 13, Reed 6-15 5-5 18, Mitchell 6-12 
0-0 14, DeVoe 5-13 2-4 15, Simms 0-2 0-0 0, Skara 0-1 0-0 0, Donnal 4-6 0-0 
8. Totals 29-67 13-15 78.
Halftime_Clemson 33-24. 3-Point Goals_NC State 5-22 (Beverly 3-5, A.
Freeman 2-11, Yurtseven 0-1, Hunt 0-1, Batts 0-2, Dorn 0-2), Clemson 7-19 
(DeVoe 3-6, Mitchell 2-4, Grantham 1-2, Reed 1-5, Donnal 0-1, Simms 0-1). 
Fouled Out_None. Rebounds_NC State 41 (Yurtseven, Dorn 10), Clemson 
38 (Thomas 10). Assists_NC State 9 (Beverly 3), Clemson 17 (Reed 5). 
Total Fouls_NC State 15, Clemson 12.

Reed leads Clemson to 78-62 win over Wolfpack
CLEMSON MEN’S BASKETBALL

INDIANAPOLIS — Villanova’s per-
fect season is over and its reign at No. 1 
probably is, too.

Kelan Martin scored 24 points and 
Paul Jorgensen had a career-high 23 to 
help Butler upset the previously un-
beaten Wildcats 101-93 on Saturday. It’s 
the second straight year the Bulldogs 
(12-3, 2-0 Big East) have ended Villano-
va’s perfect start.

Jalen Brunson had 31 points and 
Mikal Bridges finished with 21 to help 
Villanova (13-1, 1-1) cut a 23-point deficit 
to six with 1:33 left. But Brunson missed 
the front end of a 1-and-1 with a chance 
to make it a four-point game and the 
comeback bid fell short.
(4) DUKE 100 
FLORIDA STATE 93

DURHAM, N.C. — Marvin Bagley III 
and Wendell Carter Jr. kept cleaning up 
plenty of misses for No. 4 Duke. Florida 
State had no way to stop them, especial-
ly down the stretch when the Semi-
noles’ shots stopped falling.

Bagley had 32 points and a season-
best 21 rebounds, and the Blue Devils 
pulled away to beat No. 24 Florida State 
100-93 on Saturday.

Fellow freshman Carter added 14 
points and a season-high 16 rebounds, 
Grayson Allen scored 22 points and 
Trevon Duval scored 11 of his 16 in the 
second half to help the Blue Devils (13-1, 
1-1 Atlantic Coast Conference) win.
ALABAMA 79 
(5) TEXAS A&M 57

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — John Petty 
made five 3-pointers and scored 18 
points to help Alabama knock off No. 5 
Texas A&M 79-57 on Saturday night in 
the Southeastern Conference opener for 

both teams.
The Crimson Tide (9-4) rebounded 

from a lackluster performance against 
Texas to easily upset the short-handed 
Aggies (11-2). Texas A&M matched its 
highest ranking in the AP poll this week 
after a four-game winning streak but 
got off to a rough start in league play.

Alabama big man Donta Hall had 17 
points and six rebounds. 
(6) XAVIER 77 
DEPAUL 72

CINCINNATI — J.P. Macura scored 19 
points and had a steal and a blocked 
shot in the final minute Saturday, com-
pleting No. 6 Xavier’s comeback from a 
16-point deficit to a 77-72 victory over 
DePaul.

The Musketeers (14-1, 2-0 Big East) 
won their ninth in a row and matched 
the best start in school history. The big 
comeback set up their seventh win in a 
row over the Blue Demons (7-7, 0-2).
(8) WICHITA STATE 72 
CONNECTICUT 62

HARTFORD, Conn.  — This was the 
type of debut Wichita State envisioned 
when it joined the American Athletic 
Conference.

Landry Shamet scored 16 points and 
the eighth-ranked Shockers opened con-
ference play by beating UConn 72-62 in 
front of a packed arena, which has four 
national championship banners hang-
ing from the rafters.

Rashard Kelly, Conner Frankamp 
and Austin Reaves each added 11 points 
for Wichita State (11-2, 1-0).
(9) VIRGINIA 69 
BOSTON COLLEGE 58

CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. — Ty Je-

rome has said all along that his confi-
dence remained high, even when his 
shot wasn’t falling.

Now that it is falling, he’s given No. 9 
Virginia another offensive weapon for 
opponents to worry about.

Jerome hit 6 of 9 3-point tries and 
scored a career-high 31 points, including 
two free throws with 53 seconds left, as 
the Cavaliers held off Boston College 
59-58 on Saturday.
(12) OKLAHOMA 90 
(10) TCU 89

ORT WORTH, Texas — Freshman 
Trae Young scored 39 points, including 
the tiebreaking free throws with 7.9 sec-
onds left, as No. 12 Oklahoma overcome 
a 13-point deficit in the second half to 
beat No. 10 TCU 90-89 on Saturday and 
end the nation’s longest winning streak.

The Horned Frogs (12-1, 0-1 Big 12), 
with their highest ranking ever, entered 
their first home game in 20 seasons with 
both teams ranked on a 17-game win-
ning streak.

Young scored 17 points in the final 9 
1/2 minutes, the biggest when the fresh-
man was fouled by Desmond Bane on a 
drive to the basket and then made both 
free throws.

Kameron McGusty added 22 points 
for the Sooners (11-1, 1-0), including a 
go-ahead 3-pointer with 26 seconds left 
after Young missed from long range. 

(13) NORTH CAROLINA 73 
WAKE FOREST 69

CHAPEL HILL, N.C.  — North Caroli-
na survived its Atlantic Coast Confer-
ence opener, buoyed by the big late-
game shot from Joel Berry II and the 
veteran experience from last year’s na-
tional title run.

And yet, the 13th-ranked Tar Heels all 
know they have to play much better if  
they want to keep winning in league 
play.

Berry hit a high-arcing floater in the 
paint with 10.3 seconds left and UNC 
closed the game on an 8-0 run to rally 
past Wake Forest 73-69 on Saturday, 
barely avoiding its first league-opening 
loss at home since January 2009.
(15) MIAMI 67 
PITTSBURGH 53

PITTSBURGH — Anthony Lawrence 
II doesn’t get homesick much. The way 
the athletic and versatile Miami for-
ward figures it, the schedule makers 
can send the 15th-ranked Hurricanes 
wherever they please. The more nights 
in a hotel, the better.

“I love to play on the road because it’s 
a better crowd and the crowd’s against 
us,” Lawrence said. “We play better.”

Looks like it.
Lawrence finished with a team-high 

12 points and Miami smothered Pitts-
burgh when it mattered in a 67-53 victo-
ry on Saturday in the Atlantic Coast 
Conference opener for both schools.

ARKANSAS 95 
(19) TENNESSEE 93

FAYETTEVILLE, Ark. (AP) — Daryl 
Macon came back to Arkansas for his se-
nior year for a number of reasons, from 
bettering his professional prospects to 
improving on a second-round NCAA 
Tournament appearance last season.

Led by Macon’s career-best 33 points, 
the Razorbacks (11-2, 1-0) rallied for a 
wild 95-93 overtime win over No. 19 Ten-
nessee to open Southeastern Conference 
play. 
From wire reports

COLLEGE BASKETBALL ROUNDUP

Butler’s 3-point barrage stops No. 1 Villanova 101-93
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SATURDAY PUZZLES

THE ANSWERS TO THESE PUZZLES CAN BE FOUND ON 
TODAY’S DAILY PLANNER PAGE.

bizarro soup to nutz

beetle bailey born loser

mother goose dog eat doug

andy capp garfield

blondie zits

dilbert

jumble sudoku

hoW to play:
Each row, column and 
set of 3-by-3 boxes 
must contain the 
numbers 1 through 9 
without repetition.

jeff macnelly’s shoe

the daily crossWord puzzle

ACROSS
1 On-the-

go frozen 
breakfast

10 “Love, all 
alike, no 
season 
knows, nor 
__”: Donne

15 Sinatra’s wife 
after Ava 
Gardner

16 “Breaking 
Bad” toxin

17 Exercise for 
the lower leg

18 In the 
presence of

19 Creator of 
the album 
“Reflection,” 
which 
consists of 
one 54-
minute track

20 Tijuana 
pronoun

21 Gulf of 
Finland 
republic

23 2001 
bankruptcy 
headliner

25 Shaper in a 
shop

27 Minor player
28 Tuscany  

city
29 Kind of butter 

used in skin 
care

30 Pop, in Paris
31 __ jump

33 To a large 
degree

35 Most likely
38 Car system
39 Homemade 

crystal 
products

41 “Entourage” 
agent Gold

42 Driving force?
43 Twin Cities 

daily, 
familiarly

45 Historic times
49 Address-

ending word
50 Overplay
51 Tabbouleh 

grain
52 Walked-over
54 Energy Star 

co-mgr.
56 Modern art?
57 Decluttering 

maven Kondo
58 Branch
61 Strange
62 Wasted call?
63 Literature 

Nobelist who 
served in the 
Irish Senate

64 “My bad”

DOWN
1 Runs the 

show
2 Designer 

Versace
3 See 33-Across
4 Inaccurate
5 Completely 

uncovered

6 Nest egg 
accts.

7 Court affairs
8 Sister of 

Helios
9 Improves, as 

an offer
10 Box
11 Long ride?
12 “You win”
13 Cookie in 

Snak Saks
14 Keeps 

occupied
22 View from 

Yreka
24 GM security 

system
26 Often-grilled 

tuna
30 Outcast
32 “Am I off-base 

here?”
34 Controversial 

police 
procedure 
practices

35 Light-brown 
brew

36 Seat of South 
Africa’s 
executive 
branch

37 Olds luxury 
car

39 Peter Parker’s 
adoptive 
mother

40 Parking 
order?

44 Strengthen
46 Oceanside 

home asset
47 Fried shrimp 

sauce
48 Unwavering
50 Wonderlands
53 Losing effort
55 Flagsticks, to 

many golfers
59 To and __
60 Veiled  

reply, 
perhaps

C.C. Burnikel

Previous Puzzle Solved

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

PREVIOUS SOLUTION

12/30/17
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AREA ROUNDUP

COLLEGE BOWL ROUNDUP

GLENDALE, Ariz. — Trace 
McSorley threw for 342 yards 
and two touchdowns, Saquon 
Barkley ran for two more 
scores and No. 9 Penn State 
outlasted No. 12 Washington 
35-28 in the Fiesta Bowl on Sat-
urday.

Penn State (11-2), No. 9 in the 
final College Football Rank-
ings, had its way with Wash-
ington’s vaunted defense early, 
building a 28-7 lead by the sec-
ond quarter. Washington (10-3) 
woke up from an offensive 
slumber with two touchdowns 
and pulled to 35-28 on Myles 
Gaskins’ 69-yard run in the 
fourth quarter.

The Huskies, No. 11 CFP, al-
lowed Penn State to work the 
clock to under a minute on the 
next drive and gave up a sea-
son-high 545 total yards.

Washington had a shot with 
a desperation play, but Dante 
Pettis passed up a chance to 
step out of bounds to set up 
another play, and threw a final 
lateral that was intercepted.

IOWA STATE 21 
(19) MEMPHIS 20

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — 
Allen Lazard tied a Liberty 
Bowl record with 10 catches 
and put Iowa State ahead with 
a remarkable 5-yard touch-
down reception in the third 
quarter, and the Cyclones beat 
No. 19 Memphis 21-20 on the 
Tigers’ home field Saturday.

Iowa State (8-5) held after 
losing its first fumble this sea-
son just as it appeared on the 
verge of scoring an insurance 
touchdown late in the fourth 
quarter.

The Cyclones led 21-20 and 
had third-and-goal from the 1 
when David Montgomery fum-
bled as he was crossing the 
goal line. Jonathan Cook re-
covered in the end zone for a 
touchback with 4:06 left.

The call stood after replays 
were inconclusive as to wheth-
er Montgomery had reached 
the end zone before Memphis’ 
O’Bryan Goodson knocked the 
ball loose. Iowa State was at-

tempting to become the first 
Football Bowl Subdivision 
team to play an entire season 
without losing a fumble.

Memphis (10-3) drove to the 
Iowa State 40 on its next pos-
session but lost the ball on 
downs when Riley Ferguson 
overthrew Phil Mayhue on 
fourth-and-10 with 1:52 re-
maining.

MISSISSIPPI STATE 31 
LOUISVILLE 27

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — It 
likely was Lamar Jackson’s 
farewell performance.

It definitely was Keytaon 
Thompson’s coming-out party.

Thompson, a highly touted 

freshman making his first 
start in place of injured quar-
terback Nick Fitzgerald, ran 
for 147 yards and three touch-
downs to help No. 24 Mississip-
pi State beat Jackson and Lou-
isville 31-27 in the TaxSlayer 
Bowl on Saturday.

Thompson completed 11 of  
20 passes for 127 yards, with an 
interception. He was more ef-
fective as a runner, carrying 
on 27 of the team’s 55 running 
plays.

Jackson ran 24 times for 158 
yards and a touchdown, break-
ing the TaxSlayer Bowl record 
for most rushing yards by a 
quarterback. 
From wire reports

BISHOPVILLE – Lee Central 
High School defeated C.E. 
Murray 72-66 to win the boys 
championship game in the Dis-
trict 9 Officials Christmas Bas-
ketball Tournament at the 
LCHS gymnasium.

The Stallions’ DeMarcus 
Smith was named the most 
valuable player.

Spring Valley defeated 
Hartsville 68-62 to win the girls 
title. SV’s Lauren Taylor was 
named MVP.

GIRLS
CAPE FEAR 55 
THOMAS SUMTER 42

CHARLESTON – Thomas 
Sumter Academy’s varsity 
girls basketball team lost to 
Cape Fear High School of  
North Carolina 55-42 on Satur-
day in the Carolina Invitation-
al Basketball Tournament.

Aubrey Stoddard led the 
Lady Generals with 19 points. 
Caetlyn Martin and Sydney 
Daniel both added eight points.

TSA lost to Irmo High 48-21 
on Friday with Martin leading 
the way with eight points. On 
Thursday Thomas Sumter 
beat Ben Lippen 48-21. Daniel 
led the Lady Generals with 18 
points, while Martin and Car-
men Silvester both had nine.
WILSON HALL 40 
JAMES ISLAND 21

CHARLESTON – Wilson 
Hall improved to 8-3 with a 
40-21 victory over James Is-
land Charter High School on 
Friday in the Carolina Invita-
tional Basketball Tournament 
at the James Island gymnasi-
um.

Courtney Clark led the Lady 
Barons with 14 points. Natalie 
Jackson added 11 and Liza 
Segars had six.

In WH’s opening game of  
the tournament on Thursday, 
it lost to Oldham County High 
of Kentucky 72-38.

Clark led Wilson Hall with 
11 points and Jackson had 
nine.

The Lady Barons were 
scheduled to face Worthington 

High of Kilbourne, Ohio, in the 
fifth-place game on Saturday.
ORANGEBURG PREP 67 
CLARENDON HALL 26

ORANGEBURG – Clarendon 
Hall lost to Orangeburg Prep 
67-26 in the opening game of  
the Orangeburg Prep Christ-
mas Tournament on Thursday 
at the OP gymnasium.

Whitney Avins led the Lady 
Saints with 15 points.

JV BASKETBALL
SCOTT’S BRANCH 18 
LAKEWOOD 15

COLUMBIA – Scott’s 
Branch defeated Lakewood 
18-15 in the Columbia High 
School Christmas Tournament 
on Friday at the Columbia 
High gymnasium.

Tiera Parson led SB with 
nine points and Tiana Hunt 
had seven. Kaniya Ballard led 
LHS with 12.

On Thursday in the tourna-
ment, Scott’s Branch lost to 
Columbia 41-12. Keonna Felder 
led SB with eight points.

BOYS 
VARSITY BASKETBALL
CLARENDON HALL 69 
DORCHESTER 63

ORANGEBURG – Clarendon 
Hall improved to 7-1 with a 
69-63 victory over Dorchester 
Academy in the opening game 
of the Orangeburg Prep 
Christmas Tournament on 
Thursday at the OP gymnasi-
um.

Zyan Gilmore led the Saints 
with 34 points and eight re-
bounds. Tyrese Mitchum and 
Kylic Horton both had nine 
points and Dylan Way had 
eight. Kade Elliott scored six 
points and grabbed eight re-
bounds.

CH was taking on Orange-
burg Prep in the champion-
ship game on Saturday.
DULUTH 59 
LAKEWOOD 52

MARIETTA, Ga. – Lakewood 
High School fell to 6-6 with a 

59-52 loss to Duluth, Ga., in 
the Tournament of  Champi-
ons at the Wheeler High gym-
nasium.

Juwan Perdue led the Ga-
tors with 15 points. Grant Sin-
gleton had 13 and Quentin 
Hodge had eight.

In its opening game of the 
tournament on Wednesday, 
LHS defeated Kel High 57-47. 
Perdue led the way with 18, 
while Singleton had 16 and 
Hodge 11.

JV BASKETBALL
CAMDEN 45 
SCOTT’S BRANCH 27

COLUMBIA – Scott’s 
Branch lost to Camden 45-27 
on Friday in the Columbia 
High School Christmas Tour-
nament at the Columbia gym-
nasium.

Brandon Noble led the Ea-
gles with seven points and Al-
mont Rendell had six.

On Thursday in the tourna-
ment, Columbia defeated 
Scott’s Branch 66-33. Gabriel 
Oliver led SB with eight points, 
Noble had seven and Shareef  
Mims had six.

MIDDLE SCHOOL
GIBBES 52 
SCOTT’S BRANCH 31

Scott’s Branch lost to 
Gibbes 52-31 in the champion-
ship game of the Chestnut 
Oaks Middle School Christ-
mas Tournament on Dec. 23 at 
the COMS gymnasium.

Randy Gibson led the Ea-
gles with 12 points.

In its other tournament 
games, Scott’s Branch beat 
Darlington 50-44, Southeast 
36-33 and C.E. Murray 53-29.

In the Darlington game, 
Gibson led SB with 20 points 
and Tariq Coard had 13. Zakee 
Rendell and Tydarian Chan-
dler both had six. Coard had 
15 and Gibson 11 against 
Southeast. In the CEM game, 
Coard led the way with 19 
points. Tyler Kind and Chan-
dler both had eight and Gib-
son had seven.

Lee Central boys win District 9 title

Penn State tops Washington

CONTACT US TODAY

Looking for a
new career for
the New Year?
Currently Hiring Statewide:

• Correctional
Officers

• RN’s and LPN’s
• Mental Health
Techs

• Grounds
Maintenance

• Facilities
Management

• Teachers
• Chaplains
• Trades
Specialists

803-734-JOBS • www.doc.sc.gov
SP45692



 THE SUMTER ITEM SPORTS   SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2017    |    B5

HARRY C. PECKO
Harry Carl Pecko, 84, of  Ave 

Maria, Florida, and formerly 
of  Union and Sumter, passed 
away on Tuesday, Dec. 12, 
2017, due to complications 
from pneumonia. 

Born on Aug. 
24, 1933, in Co-
lumbus, Ohio, he 
was a son of  the 
late Carl Anton 
Pecko and Kath-
leen DeVaughn 
Fordyce. 

He was preced-
ed in death by 

his wife, Betty Elmeta Pecko. 
Harry was a devoted hus-

band to his wife of  59 years 
and loving father to his nine 
children, 18 grandchildren 
and 14 great-grandchildren. 

Survivors include his nine 
children listed in order with 
their spouses: Michael Pecko 
of  Cape Canaveral, Florida, 
Mark Pecko of  Rockledge, 
Florida, Theresa P. (Roy) Bry-
ant of  Sumter, retired U.S. 
Army Col. Joseph (Cris) 
Pecko of  Cocoa Beach, Flori-
da, Mary P. (Tracy) Reed of  
Ave Maria, Paul Pecko of  Or-
lando, Florida, Anita P. 
(Jimbo) Whitney of  Union, re-
tired U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. 
John (Patti) Pecko of  Wood-
bine, Georgia, and Patricia P. 
(Allen) Crawford of  Huger. 
Harry is also survived by a 
half-brother, Carl Pecko of  
Fort Myers, Florida; and two 
half-sisters, Barbara Pecko 
Weise of  Cardington, Ohio, 
and Linda Pecko Cain of  
Cardington.

Harry was a member of  Ave 
Maria Catholic Church in Ave 
Maria and was a retired dea-
con in the Roman Catholic 
Church with more than 40 
years of  service. Harry was a 
former member of  St. Augus-
tine Catholic Church, Union, 
and St. Jude Catholic Church 
in Sumter. Harry led a life of  
service to his family first, 
church and community sec-
ond and, lastly but not least, 
his country, having served 22 
years in the U.S. Air Force. 
Harry had a love for music, 
especially big band. While in 
the U.S. Air Force, he moon-
lighted by playing upright 
bass and drums in a couple of  
different bands. He played the 
drums for many productions 
at the Sumter Little Theatre. 
After Harry retired from the 
Air Force, he received a Bach-
elor of  Arts degree in inter-
disciplinary studies and an 
Associate of  Science degree in 
institutional administration 
from the University of  South 
Carolina (USC). At the age of  
40, Harry was the oldest musi-
cian to play in the percussion 
section of  the USC Marching 
Band. Harry also received an 
Associate of  Public Service in 
criminal justice degree from 
Sumter Technical College. 
Harry was a member of  the 
South Carolina Law Enforce-
ment Association, South Car-
olina Alumni Association, for-
mer South Carolina Crime 
Prevention Officer of  the 
Year, Police Officer of  the 
Year, city and county of  Sum-
ter, and in 1980 was delegate 
to the Presidents White House 
Conference On Families, rep-
resenting South Carolina. 
Harry was volunteering at 
Our Lady of  Guadalupe in Im-
mokalee, Florida, Catholic 
Church, before his brief  ill-
ness. Harry and Betty’s anni-
versary was Jan. 24. 

The family is planning a 
memorial service on Jan. 27, 
which will be held in Sumter 
at St. Jude Catholic Church. 

His remains will be laid to 
rest with Betty in a private 
ceremony at St. Lawrence 
Catholic Cemetery in Sumter. 

In lieu of  flowers, please 
honor the bereaved and the 
deceased by making a gift to 
St. Jude's International Minis-
tries Inc., a nonprofit organi-

zation founded by the Pecko 
family that seeks to serve 
those who are the poorest 
among us. Gifts to St. Jude's 
International Ministries Inc. 
may be sent to 17 Azalea 
Drive, Cocoa Beach, FL 32931. 

ULYSSES HICKMAN
ALCOLU — Ulysses “Jump-

er” Hickman, 85, widower of  
Nancy Beaufort Hickman, 
died on Wednesday, Dec. 27, 
2017. 

He was born 
on July 31, 1932, 
in Sumter Coun-
ty, a son of  the 
late Mose and 
Sally Gardner 
Hickman.

Funeral servic-
es for Mr. Hick-
man will be held 

at 1 p.m. on Tuesday at Har-
mony Presbyterian Church, 
8883 U.S. 301 N., Alcolu. The 
Rev. Carnell Hampton will 
serve as eulogist, and the Rev. 
Mary Hagen will assist. 

Burial will follow in the 
church cemetery.

The family is receiving 
friends at the residence, 5719 
Brogdon Road, Alcolu.

These services are entrust-
ed to Samuels Funeral Home 
LLC, Manning.

WILLIE M. CARTER
MANNING — Willie Moses 

Carter, 69, husband of  Daisy 
James Carter, died on Thurs-
day, Dec. 28, 2017, at McLeod 
Health Clarendon, Manning. 

He was born Dec. 25, 1948, 
in Manning, a son of  the late 

Henry and Annie 
Mae Oliver Cart-
er. 

Funeral servic-
es for Mr. Carter 
will be held at 
noon on Wednes-
day at Taw Caw 
Missionary Bap-
tist Church, 1130 

Granby Lane, Summerton, 
with the Rev. Dr. W.T. John-
son, pastor. Burial will follow 
in the church yard cemetery.

The family is receiving 
friends at the residence, 300 
Hector Walker Road, Man-
ning.

MILTON E. LYLES
Milton Eugene Lyles, 88, be-

loved husband of  Mary Anne 
Hodge Lyles, died on Satur-
day, Dec. 30, 2017, at National 
Health Care.

He was born on Oct. 14, 
1929, in Sumter, a son of  the 
late Harvey and Orie McCall 
Lyles Sr.

Milton was a veteran of  the 
U.S. Air Force. He retired 
from Sumter Police Depart-
ment as a lieutenant detective 

after serving 34 
years of  service, 
and was an ac-
tive member of  
Northside Memo-
rial Baptist 
Church.

Surviving is 
his wife of  Sum-
ter; a daughter, 

Connie Shumate of  Florence; 
two sons, Donald Milton Lyles 
(Cindy) of  Santee and Jason 
M. Lyles of  Sumter; a grand-
daughter; a great-grand-
daughter; a brother, Stanley 
Lyles (Belvia) of  Montgomery, 
Alabama; and three sisters, 
Sylvia Butler, Mavis Lynch 
and Peggy Grooms (Furman), 
all of  Sumter.

In addition to his parents, 
he was predeceased by a 
daughter, Patricia Annette 
Lyles; two brothers, Harvey 
Lyles Jr. and James M. Lyles; 
and two sisters, Nellie Mae 
Hatchell and Sally Campbell.

Funeral services will be at 2 
p.m. on Thursday at North-
side Memorial Baptist Church 
with the Rev. Jimmy Holley 
officiating. Burial will follow 
in Evergreen Memorial Park 
Cemetery.

The family will receive 

friends from 6 to 8 p.m. on 
Wednesday at Elmore Hill Mc-
Creight Funeral Home.

Memorials may be made to 
Sumter SPCA, 1140 S. Guig-
nard Drive, Sumter, SC 29150.

The family wishes to ex-
press their sincere gratitude 
to all of  the staff  at National 
Health Care for all of  the care 
and compassion they showed 
to Mr. Lyles and to them dur-
ing his time there.

Online condolences may be 
sent to www.sumterfunerals.
com.

Elmore Hill McCreight Fu-
neral Home & Crematory, 221 
Broad St., Sumter, is in charge 
of  the arrangements, (803) 
775-9386.

LEROY SANSBURY SR.

TIMMONSVILLE — Leroy 
Sansbury Sr., formerly of  
Lynchburg, died on Tuesday, 
Dec. 26, 2017. 

Arrangements will be an-
nounced by Bacote-Eaddy Fu-
neral Home of  Timmonsville. 

The family is receiving 
friends at 505 S. Warren St., 
Timmonsville.

ALVA M. ADAMS
Alva Murray Adams, 99, 

died on Saturday, Dec. 23, 
2017, in West Los Angeles, 
California. 

Born on Jan. 13, 1918, in 
Greeleyville, she was a daugh-
ter of  James M. and Lucia T. 
Murray. 

The family will receive rela-
tives and friends from noon to 
6 p.m. at the home of  her 
daughter, Betty P. Sumter, 27 
Albert Spears Drive.

Funeral arrangements are 
incomplete and will be an-
nounced by Williams Funeral 
Home Inc.

WILHELMENIA J. 
BRECKENRIDGE

Wilhelmenia J. Brecken-
ridge, 81, widow of  Russell 
S. Breckenridge, passed 
away on Wednesday, Dec. 27, 
2017, at her home.

Born on June 4, 1936, in 
Sumter, she was a daughter 
of  the late Abraham Sr. and 
Binah Choice Johnson. She 
retired from Woolworth and 
was a member of  the King-
dom Hall of  Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses South Congregation.

Survivors include a 
daughter, Patricia J. Smith 
(Larry G. Smith) of  Sumter; 
two grandchildren, Corey G. 
Smith and Sonya M. Mayo; 
three great-grandchildren, 
Destney Smith, Coen Chase 
Mayo and Cody Austin 
Mayo; three brothers, Abra-
ham Johnson (Frances D. 
Johnson), George Johnson 
(Adeline Johnson) and Wil-
liam Johnson (Octavia John-
son); three sisters, Carrie 
Sanders, Nell Gates and 
Sarah Chilsom (John Chil-
som); and a host of  nieces 
and nephews.

She was preceded in death 
by two brothers, Marion 
Johnson and Bristow John-
son; two sisters, Lessie M. 
Sims and Naomi Franklin; 
and a grandchild, Bryan J. 
Smith.

A memorial service will 
be held at 1 p.m. on Tuesday 
at the Kingdom Hall of  Je-
hovah’s Witnesses South 
Congregation, 100 Lynam 
Road, Sumter.

The family will receive 
friends from 1 to 3 p.m. on 
Monday at Elmore-Cannon-
Stephens Funeral Home and 
other times at the home of  
her daughter, 1019 Nathaniel 
St., Sumter.

Elmore-Cannon-Stephens 
Funeral Home and Cremato-
rium of  Sumter is in charge 
of  the arrangements.

GLORIA M. WENDELL
Gloria Faye Moore Wendell, 

age 78, died on Thursday, Dec. 
28, 2017, at Palmetto Health 
Tuomey. 

Plans will be announced by 
Bullock Funeral Home. 

ROBERT S. SLOVER

SUMMERTON — Robert 
Saunders Slover, 64, husband 
of  Francis Price "Jan" 
Slover, died on Wednesday, 
Dec. 27, 2017, at Trident Med-
ical Center.

Born on Aug. 7, 1953, in 
Amarillo, Texas, he was a 
son of  the late John Ander-
son Slover and Mary Gerard 
Slover. He was a U.S. Army 
veteran.

He is survived by his wife 
of  Summerton; two sons, 
Kevin Price Slover (Crystal) 
and Jon Slover (Theresa), 
both of  Tulsa, Oklahoma; 
two brothers, Ron Slover 
(Ramona) of  Amarillo and 
Johnny Slover (Erma) of  
Midwest City, Oklahoma; 
two sisters, Becky Brewer of  
Mineral Wells, Texas, and 
Barbie Blair of  Marble Falls, 
Texas; three grandchildren, 
Lexi, Brendan and Jaxon; 
and several nieces and neph-
ews.

A memorial service will be 
held at 11 a.m. on Tuesday in 
the chapel of  Stephens Fu-
neral Home with the Rev. 
Walt Braddock officiating. 

The family will receive 
friends immediately follow-
ing the memorial service.

Memorials may be made to 
Cal Farley’s Boys Ranch, P.O. 
Box 1890, Amarillo, TX 79174.

Stephens Funeral Home & 
Crematory, 304 N. Church 
St., Manning, is in charge of  
arrangements, (803) 435-2179. 
www.stephensfuneralhome.
org

DOROTHY B. WILLIS
Dorothy Brown Willis, 105, 

widow of  Marion Willis and 
daughter of  the late the Rev. 
Miller and Eva James Brown 
Sr. was born on Oct. 5, 1912, in 
Sumter County. 

She departed this life on 
Friday, Dec. 29, 2017, at her 
residence in Sumter.

Family will be receiving 
friends at the home, 16 S. Mil-
ton Road, Sumter.

Job’s Mortuary Inc., 312 S. 
Main St., Sumter, is in charge 
of  arrangements.

EVA N. HARVIN
Eva Nola “Tut” Harvin, 

wife of  Elijah Harvin, died on 
Thursday, Dec. 28, 2017, at her 
residence in Sumter. Born in 
Sumter County, she was a 
daughter of  the late Sammie 
Miller and Emma L. Brooks 
Spann.

The family will receive 
friends at the home of  Mr. and 
Mrs. Joseph Scott, 327 Pear 
St., Sumter, from 1 to 8 p.m. 
daily, until the day of  the fu-
neral. 

Funeral arrangements are 
incomplete and will be an-
nounced by Palmer Memorial 
Chapel Inc. 

CLEASZELL WHITE
MANNING — Cleaszell 

White, 73, husband of  Freddie 
Lee Dingle White, died on Fri-
day, Dec. 29, 2017, from inju-
ries sustained in a vehicular 
accident. 

He was born on Jan. 26, 
1944, in Manning, a son of  the 
late Abe and Lou Jane Mont-
gomery White.

These services have been 
entrusted to Samuels Funeral 
Home LLC of  Manning.

JOAN JOHNSON
Joan Elsie Monte Johnson, 

age 92, beloved wife of  the 
late James Edward Johnson, 

died on Friday, Dec. 29, 2017, 
at Palmetto Health Tuomey.

Arrangements are incom-
plete at this time and will be 
announced by Bullock Fu-
neral Home.

ROBERT WALTER

CHARLOTTE — Robert 
Walter, 61, husband of  Doris 
Harvin Walters, died on Fri-
day, Dec. 29, 2017, at his resi-
dence, 4144 Uppergate Lane.

He was born on Sept. 24, 
1956, in Summerton, a son of  
the late John and Ruthie Lee 
Brailsford Walter Sr. 

The family is receiving 
friends at the home of  his 
sister and brother-in-law, 
Janie and George Pearson, 
11 Berkeley St., Manning.

These services have been 
entrusted to Samuels Funer-
al Home LLC Manning.

HULEAN M. KINDER
BRANFORD, Connecticut 

— Hulean Moore Kinder, 82, 
widow of  Muldrow Kinder, 
died on Friday, Dec. 29, 2017, 
at St. Mary Hospital, Water-
burg, Connecticut. 

She was born on Feb. 8, 
1935, in Manning, a daughter 
of  the late Joe and Katie Oli-
ver Moore.

The family is receiving 
friends later this week at the 
homestead, 2155 Hector 
Walker Road, Manning.

These services have been 
entrusted to Samuels Funer-
al Home LLC, Manning.

RUBY M. CHAMPAGNE
Ruby Mae Champagne, 74, 

wife of  Willie Champagne, 
died on Thursday, Dec. 28, 
2017, at Palmetto Health Rich-
land Hospital, Columbia. 

Born on July 13, 1943, in 
Sumter, she was the daughter 
of  Clyde and Margaret Antho-
ny Oliver.

The family will receive rela-
tives and friends at the home, 
205 Armstrong Boulevard, 
Sumter.

Funeral arrangements are 
incomplete and will be an-
nounced by Williams Funeral 
Home Inc.

WALTER R. STRAW
Walter Ronald Straw, 76, 

died on Saturday, Dec. 30, 
2017, at his home.

Services will be announced 
by Elmore-Cannon-Stephens 
Funeral Home and Crematori-
um of  Sumter.

FLORENCE M. ANDERSON
Florence Murray Anderson, 

age 94, beloved wife of  the late 
Eugene L. Anderson, died on 
Saturday, Dec. 30, 2017, at Na-
tional Health Care. 

Arrangements are incom-
plete at this time and will be 
announced by Bullock Funer-
al Home.

ROBERT BILLIE JR. 

Robert "Bob" Billie Jr., age 
66, entered into eternal rest 
on Saturday, Dec. 30, 2017, at 
the home of  his sister, 121 
Dickson Ave., Sumter.

Born in Clarendon County, 
he was a son of  the late Rob-
ert and Elizabeth McFadden 
Billie Sr. 

The family will receive 
friends at the home of  his 
sister, Diane “Peep” Jackson, 
121 Dickson Ave., Sumter. 

Professional services are 
entrusted to Dyson’s Home 
for Funerals, 237 Main St., 
Summerton. (803) 485-4280

PECKO
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CARTER
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look as though the program has taken 
a bit of  a dip.

Thus, there is quite a bit on the line 
for both teams, but it is the Game-
cocks who should be playing with the 
chip on their shoulders. Say what you 
will, but Michigan is regarded as one 
of  the premier programs in the coun-
try, regardless of  record. South Caroli-
na is not, and that should provide it 
with plenty of  motivation.

The fact USC is debuting a new of-

fensive coordinator in Bryan McLen-
don adds to the intrigue. McLendon 
will be calling his first game. He is 
being considered for the gig on a per-
manent basis, so how he does will like-
ly have something to do with Mus-
champ’s ultimate decision. 

And that raises the question as to 
what exactly will McLendon do. With 
predecessor Kurt Roper having been 
accused of  a lack of  creativity and no 
real identity in what he was doing, 
McLendon is likely to spice things up 
a bit. However, one has to think he 
doesn’t want to go too overboard in 

case none of  his innovations work.
This leads the Wolverine defense not 

quite knowing what will be coming its 
way on Monday, and that could cer-
tainly work to Carolina’s favor. Michi-
gan though has one of  the top defenses 
in the country, and its prowess may 
cause USC all kinds of  problems.

Also, the knowledge that assistant 
coach Bobby Bentley has had a few 
weeks to work with son and Gamecock 
quarterback Jake Bentley adds to the 
questions surrounding the offense. 
South Carolina fans are no doubt hop-
ing that daddy’s work causes an amaz-

ing transformation to his son’s play.
There’s no secret that the Wolver-

ines’ offensive success hinges on their 
running game. They have no player 
with 30 catches and none of  the three 
quarterbacks they’ve started have had 
any real success.

Therefore, Carolina would be wise 
to focus on stopping the run and mak-
ing Michigan win with its passing 
game.

This is much easier said than done. 
Somehow though, I think USC will 
get enough done to pull out a 23-20 
victory.

USC FROM PAGE B1
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Sooners’ Mayfield has ‘flu-like’ ailment but plans to play

LOS ANGELES — Oklahoma quar-
terback Baker Mayfield made it to 
Rose Bowl media day after all, 
swooping in late and providing a jolt 
of  drama as he noted he has been 
dealing with “flu-like” symptoms.

The Heisman Trophy winner 
missed the first half  of  the 45-minute 
session Saturday morning at a down-
town hotel but arrived in time to 
meet with the media for the first 
time this week ahead of  the College 
Football Playoff  semifinal between 
the second-ranked Sooners and No. 3 
Georgia on Monday night.

Mayfield was not expected to at-
tend as he’s been dealing with the ill-
ness the past few days.

“Yeah, I’m not dying,” Mayfield 
said.

Mayfield’s unexpected entrance 
had reporters and camera operators 
scrambling to get to the dais where 
he was speaking, in the corner of  a 
ballroom crowded with reporters, 
plus Oklahoma’s entire roster and 
coaching staff. Mayfield said he 
changed his mind about missing 
media day after turning on the tele-
vision at the team hotel and seeing 
coach Lincoln Riley answering ques-
tions about the quarterback’s status.

“I realized this whole thing is not 
about me,” Mayfield said. “Oklaho-
ma is here to play a playoff  game. 
It’s not about any sickness that I 
have. We’re here to win a game, and 
that’s what it needs to be about. My 

teammates don’t need to answer 
questions on my behalf. I’m not 
dying. I’ll be playing.”

Drinking a cup of  coffee with 
honey and lemon because Mayfield 
was sick of  drinking tea, the only no-
ticeable sign of  illness was his raspy 
voice. That was as much a product of  
yelling during practice Friday as it 
was being under the weather, May-
field said.

“I hope I’m 100 percent on Monday. 
I think I will be,” said Mayfield, who 

has thrown for 4,340 yards and 41 
touchdowns against five intercep-
tions this season.

Mayfield has been at practice each 
day this week. He said the practices 
have been a little tougher than 
usual.

“But I’d rather go out there and 
practice than have to go do other ac-
tivities. I’d rather by with my team-
mates and working on our game 
plan,” Mayfield said.

He did not attend the team’s trip to 

Disneyland on Wednesday, dinner on 
Thursday or his scheduled media 
availability Friday.

“He’ll be ready to play,” Riley said. 
“Will he be at 100 percent physically? 
We’ll see. He’s not going to miss this 
one.”

Mayfield started getting sick when 
he was home for Christmas in Aus-
tin, Texas. When the team recon-
vened in Norman, Oklahoma, it just 
got worse. The former walk-on at 
Texas Tech does not believe the ill-
ness will hinder how he plays 
against the Bulldogs.

“We look pretty good right now,” 
Mayfield said. “I think we’re practic-
ing well. I think we’re settling into 
the game plan. Been working on it 
for a while, and I’m confident where 
we’re at right now.”

The absence of  Mayfield has not 
diminished his presence in the build-
up to the Rose Bowl. Teammates and 
co-offensive coordinator Cale Gundy 
were pestered with questions about 
his status on Friday. Georgia coach 
Kirby Smart has raved about May-
field’s ability to consistently make 
“wow” plays.

Even Bulldogs freshman walk-on 
Stetson Bennett, the scout team 
quarterback who has been mimick-
ing Mayfield to prepare the Georgia 
defense, was a popular interview 
subject on Saturday.

“You love having fun, and he has 
the most fun out there,” Bennett 
said. “He’s the most exciting player. I 
got excited when we found out we 
had to play them.”

BY DAN GREENSPAN
The Associated Press

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Oklahoma quarterback Baker Mayfield answers questions during his team’s media ap-
pearance on Saturday for the Rose Bowl. Mayfield has been sick but said he will play 
against Georgia in Monday’s College Football Playoff national semifinal game.

the naysayers. After all, in 
introducing the Tigers’ new-
est recruiting class last 
week, he pointed out that 
teams that are in “rebuild-
ing” mode need recruiting 
classes like the one they 
took in that day.

And, like it or not Clem-
son fans, even though the 
programs have split two 
close games, most people 
consider the Tigers to be 
lucky to have done so. 

Alabama is Alabama, and 
everyone else is ultimately a 
pretender is the way many 
in college football figure it.

With getting Clemson 
back to the Final Four with-
out the services of  Watson it 
certainly appears that Swin-
ney has laid the foundation 
for a long run of  success. 
That doesn’t mean the Ti-
gers will be in the CFP 
every year, but they will 
much more often than not 
be in the conversation.

The key to this game will 
be how productive the Tide 
can be on offense. Unless 
quarterback Jalen Hurts 
morphs into a tremendous 
passer, Alabama is going to 
have to be able to run the 
ball very effectively to be 
productive on offense.

The fact that Alabama has 
had an extra week to pre-
pare for Clemson since it 
didn’t play in the Southeast-
ern Conference champion-
ship game should help the 
Tide out. 

If  anything, the extra 
week gave many players a 
chance to heal.

This Alabama team hasn’t 
been as dominant as the 
past two, but the Tide were 
undefeated until they lost 
the Iron Bowl to Auburn in 
the regular-season finale.

And that fact is why Ala-
bama worked its way back 
into the Final Four after 
falling to No. 5 following the 
loss to Auburn. Cry as its 
fans might, Ohio State never 
had a chance to get in the 
top four. Had Wisconsin 
beaten the Buckeyes in the 
Big 10 Conference champi-
onship game, it would have 
stayed in and Alabama 
would be out.

With Ohio State winning, 
that left the door open for 
the committee to slide Ala-
bama back in the door.

Tide head coach Nick 
Saban and his staff  will be 
keyed in on what they have 
to do to slow down the 
Clemson offense. That may 
be difficult to do though 
since it seems the Tigers 
have gotten into an offen-
sive groove down the 
stretch.

Still, for whatever reason, 
I think Alabama is going to 
come away with a 24-21 vic-
tory.

THREEPEAT 
FROM PAGE B1

this season, despite having to replace 
quarterback Deshaun Watson, a two-
time winner of  the Manning Award 
given to the top quarterback in all of  
college football. But what new starter 
Kelly Bryant lacked in experience, he’s 
made up for with talent.

He has accounted for 3,504 yards and 
24 touchdowns from scrimmage this 
season — 2,678 yards and 13 TDs 
through the air and 826 yards and 11 
TDs on the ground.

“It’s not Deshaun Watson, but I think 
Kelly Bryant’s more athletic though,” 
Alabama defensive back Anthony Av-
erett said Saturday. “He’s a lot faster 
than Deshaun Watson.”

Clemson receiver Hunter Renfrow, 
who caught the winning touchdown 

pass in last season’s national title tri-
umph over the Tide, echoed Averett’s 
assessment.

Whereas Watson often scrambled to 
give him more time to throw, “Kelly 
scrambles to run a good bit, which is 
great,” Renfrow said. “Whenever I’m 
running a route and he’s scrambling, 
I’m looking to block a little more.”

That might not be an ideal matchup 
for an Alabama defense whose line-
backer corps has been in constant flux 
because of  injuries.

Meanwhile, Alabama defensive back 
Minkah Fitzpatrick sounded impressed 
by Bryant’s decision-making as a pass-
er.

“He makes smart decisions with the 
football,” Fitzpatrick said. “He has re-

ally good athletes on the outside that 
he can get the ball to — gets the ball 
deep to Deon Cain, gets the ball and 
fits it into tight windows with Hunter 
Renfrow.”

Renfrow has been such a tough cover 
for Alabama that he has joked that he 
hoped if  he ever got pulled over for 
speeding in the state of  Alabama, the 
officer would be an Auburn fan. Of  
course, that went out the window when 
he made nine catches in the victory 
over Auburn last September.

When asked about being known as 
Alabama’s nemesis, Renfrow said, 
“It’s funny to me because I know I’m 
not. I know that it’s the entire team 
it takes to beat a team like Alabama, 
but it’s cool. Hopefully we continue 
that on and have another good 
game.”

Prediction: Clemson 21, Alabama 14.

WHY CLEMSON WINS FROM PAGE B1

COLLEGE FOOTBALL BOWL SCHEDULE 

Monday
Outback Bowl
Tampa, Fla.
Michigan (8-4) vs. South Carolina (8-4), Noon (ESPN2)
Peach Bowl
Atlanta
UCF (12-0) vs. Auburn (10-3), 12:30 p.m. (ESPN)
Citrus Bowl
Orlando, Fla.
Notre Dame (9-3) vs. LSU (9-3), 1 p.m. (ABC)
Rose Bowl (CFP Semifinal)

Pasadena, Calif.
Oklahoma (12-1) vs. Georgia (12-1), 5:10 p.m. (ESPN)
Sugar Bowl (CFP Semifinal)
New Orleans
Clemson (12-1) vs. Alabama (11-1), 8:45 p.m. (ESPN)

Monday, Jan. 8
College Football Championship
Atlanta
Rose Bowl winner vs. Sugar Bowl winner, 8 p.m. 
(ESPN)

Saturday, Jan. 20

East-West Shrine Classic
At St. Petersburg, Fla.
East vs. West, 3 p.m. (NFLN)
NFLPA Collegiate Bowl
At Carson, Calif.
American vs. National, 4 p.m. (FS1)

Saturday, Jan. 27
Senior Bowl
At Mobile, Ala.
North vs. South, 2:30 p.m. (NFLN)

SUGAR BOWL MATCHUP
By The Associated Press
No. 1 Clemson (12-1, 7-1 Atlantic Coast 
Conference) vs. No. 4 Alabama (11-1, 7-1 
Southeastern Conference), Jan. 1, 8:45 
p.m. (ESPN)
LOCATION: New Orleans
TOP PLAYERS
Clemson: QB Kelly Bryant. The 
emergence of Bryant has helped push 
the Tigers back into the College Football 
Playoff. His numbers aren’t as eye-
popping as predecessor Deshaun 
Watson, but he’s still completing more 
than 67 percent of his passes for 2,678 
yards.
Alabama: RB Damien Harris. He leads 
the team with 906 yards and 11 rushing 
touchdowns. He’s a threat to score every 
time he touches the ball and averages 
8.2 yards per carry.
NOTABLE
Clemson: The Tigers have been playing 
some of their best football over the past 
few weeks. They went on the road to 
beat rival South Carolina 34-10 on Nov. 
25 and then beat Miami 38-3 in the ACC 
championship game on Saturday.
Alabama: Alabama’s had a tough time 
staying healthy on defense this season, 
especially at linebacker. But coach Nick 
Saban says he expects his defense to be 
close to full strength by the time the 
Crimson Tide faces the Tigers on Jan. 1.
LAST TIME
Clemson beat Alabama 35-31 in the CFP 
national championship game last 
season.
BOWL HISTORY
Clemson is 22-19 in bowl games and is 
appearing in the postseason for a 13th 
straight season.
Alabama is 38-25-3 in bowl games and is 
trying to win its fifth national 
championship in nine seasons.

desperately needed a stop, the defense was 
totally gassed.

Jalen Hurts has been inconsistent 
through the air, so the Tide will likely 
have to rely heavily on the ground game. 
It won’t be easy sledding against Clem-
son’s stout defensive front, but Damien 
Harris and Bo Scarbrough provide a pun-
ishing 1-2 punch, and don’t forget Hurts’ 
ability to turn a busted play into a big 
gainer with his legs.

Alabama’s defense was ravaged by a se-
ries of injuries that hit mainly at the line-
backer position . It took a toll, especially 
toward the end of the season, but that 
group appears to be in much better shape 
after being off for the past five weeks.

The Tide has gotten back three poten-
tially important members of its lineback-
er corps. Christian Miller and Terrell 
Lewis should bolster an edge pass rush 
that has been relatively anemic this sea-

son by Alabama standards, while inside 
backer Mack Wilson will surely be more 
effective than he was in his return for the 
regular-season finale against Auburn.

“We’ve certainly had our share of chal-
lenges,” Saban said. “Sometimes you can 
overcome injuries when you have one 
here, one there at different positions be-
cause you have enough depth. But it’s cre-
ated some issues for this group.”

If nothing else, the Crimson Tide should 
be a very driven team.

Not only does Saban’s team have plenty 
of bitter memories about the way last sea-
son finished, it’s also coming into the play-
off for the first time after a loss. Alabama 
lost its regular-season finale to Auburn 26-
14, which knocked the Tide out of the 
Southeastern Conference championship 
game after it had been ranked No. 1 all 
season by The Associated Press.

Prediction: Alabama 24, Clemson 14.

AP FILE PHOTO
Clemson quarterback Deshaun Watson, left, tries to get away from Alabama’s Jonathan Allen
during the first half of the College Football Playoff championship game in Glendale, Ariz., on 
Jan. 11, 2016. Clemson and Alabama will meet on Monday in the College Football Playoff for 
the third straight year when they square off in the Sugar Bowl.
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75% of non-retired investors have a 401(k) plan. Out of those investors:

❚ 57% say the most valued feature is the “match contribution from their employer.”
❚ 33% say the next most valued feature is the tax deferral on the money they
contribute.
❚ 46% say they would “save less” or “stop saving” in their 401(k) if the tax deferred
status was taken away.
❚ 42% say without the tax deferral they would “save the same amount.”
SOURCE Wells Fargo/Gallup Investor and Retirement Optimism Index survey

THIS WEEK

— EVEN WITH BAD CREDIT

There’s no easy way to get rid of
debt. But a bad credit score — typically
below 630 — can make it even harder.

In 2012, Cara and Jesse Nuno had
more than $270,000 in debt between
them and credit scores below 600. The
Minnesota couple considered bank-
ruptcy but couldn’t afford the attorney
fees, and Cara had a disability that
prevented her from working.

The Nunos turned to a credit coun-
selor, who helped them create a budget
and negotiate debts with creditors.
With income from Jesse’s jobs, the
couple paid off their debts in five years.
Cara’s score rose above 660, while Jes-
se’s hit 758, which is considered excel-
lent. They bought a house this spring.

“It was just hard to get started, but
once we got started, everything fell
into place,” Jesse Nuno says.

If your score doesn’t sparkle enough
to get a balance-transfer credit card or
consolidation loan, two common ways
to pay off debt, you still have options.

Secured/co-signed personal loan

While most credit-card issuers re-
quire good credit, lenders can be more
flexible. They may offer options such
as pledging your car as collateral or al-
lowing a co-signer, someone with bet-
ter credit willing to apply with you.
Pros 

❚ Better chance of qualifying.
❚ Can use a lower-interest-rate loan

to pay off high-rate debts, saving mon-
ey on interest.
Cons

❚ Your car may be repossessed if
you fall behind.

❚ If you don’t pay, your co-signer
must pay or risk credit score damage.

Debt management plans

Credit counselors can offer budget-
ing and debt payoff advice, says Elaina

Johannessen, program director at LSS
Financial Counseling, the Minnesota
non-profit credit counseling agency
that helped the Nunos.

Counselors also offer debt manage-
ment plans that involve negotiating
with creditors for lower interest rates
on your debt. You make a single
monthly payment over three to five
years to pay it off.
Pros

❚ You pay less overall, thanks to
lower interest.

❚ You have a plan to get out of debt.
Cons

❚ Cannot use credit cards while on
the plan.

❚ Not all debts can be negotiated.
❚ Counselors charge a monthly fee.

Bankruptcy

It carries a stigma, but it lets you
wipe the slate clean and can protect
assets such as your home and car.
Pros

❚ Most people retain assets in a
Chapter 13 bankruptcy.

❚ Credit scores rebound in months.
Cons

❚ Mark stays on your credit report
for up to 10 years.

❚ It may be hard to get new credit ac-
counts.

❚ Attorney fees can be expensive.
❚ Does not erase some debts, such

as student loans and child support.

What to avoid 

Taking a loan against home equity
or retirement accounts is drastic and
risks your home and future, says
Tasha Bishop, director of operations
and development at Apprisen, an Ohio
non-profit credit counselor.

Some debt settlement companies
promise to reduce your debt for a fee,
but they could be scams, Bishop says.

If you can wait, make a budget to
free up money for debt repayment —
whittling balances will help your score.

ISTOCK IMAGE

SLAY 
YOUR 
DEBT 

Amrita Jayakumar
NerdWallet

USA SNAPSHOTS©

1– For every 10 copies of Tribe of Mentors sold,
Principles: Life and Work sold 6.8 copies.
SOURCE USA TODAY Best-Selling Books

JAE YANG,VERONICA BRAVO/USA TODAY

Business best sellers shown in 
proportion1 of sales. 

Tribe of Mentors
Timothy Ferriss

Principles: Life and Work 
Ray Dalio

How to Win Friends & 
Influence People 
Dale Carnegie

StrengthsFinder 2.0
Tom Rath

Extreme Ownership
Jocko Willink and Leif Babin

10

6.8

3.5

3

2.9

APPLE

Tech company’s stock
took a hit this week on
reports of weak iPhone 10
sales and a controversy
about iPhone software

purposely slowing as the phone ages.

$150

$200

Nov. 29 Dec. 29

$169.23

LIVE VENTURES

Micro-cap holding com-
pany’s stock shot up 80%
Thursday on strong earn-
ings report and news of
purchase of retail chain

Vintage Stock, which deals nostalgia.

AMAZON

Online retailer’s
stock takes a hit
after tweet from

President Trump suggests U.S. Postal
Service should charge Amazon more
for shipping packages.

$5

$35

Nov. 29 Dec. 29

$19.45

$10

$20

Nov. 29 Dec. 29

$15.98

$1,000

$1,200

Nov. 29 Dec. 29

$1,169.47

ENERGOUS

Shares of wire-
less charging
upstart soared

on Wednesday after the company an-
nounced the FCC certified its first-gen-
eration WattUp Mid Field transmitter.

PERSONAL
FINANCE

Dow Jones
industrial average

y0.1%
week

x3.3%
month

x10.3%
3 months

S&P 500

y0.4%
week

x1.8%
month

x6.1%
3 months

Nasdaq
composite index

y0.8%
week

x1.2%
month

x6.3%
3 months

Wilshire 5000

y0.3%
week

x1.8%
month

x5.9%
3 months

Gold
Ounce, Comex

x2.3%
week

x1.8%
month

x1.8%
3 months

Oil
Light sweet crude

x2.8%
week

x4.9%
month

x16.4%
3 months

Heating oil

x5.0%
week

x7.6%
month

x14.3%
3 months

Natural gas

x10.5%
week

x7.2%
month

x2.0%
3 months

MORE ONLINE
USATODAY.COM

Get all the market action in real time at
americasmarkets.usatoday.com

ON THE MOVE
Stock stories of the week

MARKET ROUNDUP

In this week’s installment, we look
at ways to cut your entertainment
costs. 

Everyone has a guilty pleasure they
love to indulge, but when personal fi-
nance advisers look at household bud-
gets one of the first things they will tell
you to target for belt-tightening is en-
tertainment. Americans spend, on av-
erage, almost $3,000 a year on enter-
tainment, or about 4% of the family
budget, according to the U.S. Bureau of
Labor Statistics.

But there are ways to cut down on
your entertainment spending and still
have a good time. 

Going out to a restaurant 

❚ Instead of dinner, consider going
to that fancy restaurant for lunch in-
stead when prices are lower. 

❚ Many restaurants offer special
nights, such as half-price burger night
or half-price bottles of wine. 

❚ Go for happy hour specials and eat
at the bar instead of the dining room. 

❚ Check out coupons and discount-
ed deals. Joanie Demer, co-founder of
The Krazy Coupon Lady, recommends
Restaurant.com and Gift Card Granny.

Going to events

❚ Many communities offer a wide
range of events that are free or have
minimal charges. 

❚ Volunteer. Usher at your local
theater, take tickets at sporting events
or offer to help out in the office. 

❚ Ask about discounts for seniors,
students, military members and other
groups. Check out websites offering
discounted tickets such as Goldstar. 

❚ Check for special nights. Go on an
off day, when prices are cheaper in-
stead of the more popular Friday and
Saturday nights. 

Entertaining at home 

❚ Trim services. The cost of cable
can be a drain on your monthly budget. 

❚ Check your local library. Many
public libraries offer free online
movies, ebooks, music and more. 

❚ Organize potluck dinners. You get
to socialize and spread out the cost of
dinner since your friends bring food. 

TAMING YOUR 
BUDGET-BUSTING BILLS

Have fun
without
breaking
the bank
Entertainment can take
big chunk from budget

David Carrig
USA TODAY

Happy hour dining at the bar instead
of the dining room can save cash.
LARRY OLMSTED/SPECIAL FOR USA TODAY
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This is a good problem to have. A
good financial problem is when you’re
faced with a challenging decision and
both possible resolutions are relatively
good and not all that painful. In this in-
stance, you can either spend the
$50,000 you saved to responsibly pur-
chase a kitchen remodel, or you could
introduce risk into the equation, employ
leverage and come out the other side
with a new kitchen and about $35,000
to boot. It’s a bit of a conundrum.

However, if you insert some greed,
some overthinking and a few other un-
balanced elements, you’ll turn the good
problem into a bad one. 

“Or we could use the $50,000 as a
down payment and then finance
$50,000 to do not only the kitchen, but
the laundry room and bathroom too,”
squeaks through your brain. “The pay-
ments will only be $505.99 per month,
and if we were able to save $50,000 in
two years, we will easily be able to afford
$505.99,” the Judas part of your brain
continues. 

“Wait, I’m thinking about this all
wrong. If I can finance the project and
invest my $50,000, all I have to do to
win is invest in something that gives me
even higher returns than 6.5%, and the
sky is the limit!” says the it looks good
on paper spot in your head. “If we pur-
chase $50,000 worth of Bitcoin, at the
current pace of 1,593% annual return,
we’d have $5,317,809,343,361,610,000,
000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000, 
000,000.00 in 10 years.”

Yeah, I don’t think a plan that in-
volves you having $5 quindecillion
within a decade is a good plan. You
might have gotten carried away. 

The kitchen remodel is a placeholder
for all sorts of things: retirement, college
for your kids, funding a new business or
anything else that requires years of
preparation and discipline. If you be-
have and choose wisely, you’ll have ac-
cess to more money than you’ve had be-
fore, right before you complete a plan
that was years in the making. 

There’s nothing wrong with pivoting
during the course of a plan. But getting
distracted at the denouement, simply
because the finish line is in sight and the
excitement overwhelms you to the point
of straying, must be avoided at all cost.

Dunn is an author, speaker and radio
host, and he has a free podcast: “Million
Dollar Plan.” Email him at AskPete@pe-
tetheplanner.com.

PERSONAL FINANCE

SAN FRANCISCO — Step away from
the Hallmark Christmas movie mara-
thon over the holiday vacation and do
yourself a huge favor. 

Grab your phone, put it on video
mode and walk around your house for 15
minutes getting footage of every room,
every wall and, if you can manage it, the
inside of every drawer.

That’s the advice of insurance ex-
perts, who say if there’s one easy thing
you can do to aid the insurance recovery
process from any natural disaster, it’s
having photos of your belongings.

Once you’ve got the video, upload it
to the cloud (it’s free on Amazon, Drop-
box and multiple other sites). 

“Don’t worry about your house being
messy; it’s more important to do the
video than waiting until it’s clean,” said
Janet Ruiz, a California representative
with the Insurance Information Insti-
tute.

The video will help trigger your mem-
ory when you sit down to list what you
lost in a fire, flood, earthquake or other
catastrophe. It can also be a proactive
thing to do in the face of natural disas-
ter. In the recent fires in California,
many residents were put on evacuation
warning, with a mandatory evacuation
possible at a moment’s notice should
the fire move.

“Some people spent that time doing a
video inventory of their house, then
uploading it to the cloud,” said Nancy
Kincaid, a spokeswoman for the Califor-
nia Department of Insurance. 

At a time when there was little to be
done but wait and worry, making the
videos was a positive, she said. 

Once a year after the holidays

Making an inventory video once a
year is good because it gives you a

chance to record home improvements,
new furniture and household items
such as new televisions or other elec-
tronics. Right after the holidays is an
opportune time because you can cap-
ture all the new items you might have
gotten as gifts.

Getting photos of the inside of clos-
ets and drawers helps because most
people don’t realize how many clothes
they have — or how expensive they are
to replace or treat in a high-concentra-
tion oxygenated room to remove the
smell of smoke.

Receipts, records

We all know we should make copies
of important papers and receipts and
store them someplace safe, such as a
safety deposit box. But few of us do so
because it seems like such a daunting
task. As French philosopher Voltaire
said, don’t let perfect be the enemy of
good.

You own more than you realize

Insurance companies realize people
don’t have receipts for everything they
own. But they do require some sort of
proof that you really have had a pris-
tine set of Fabergé eggs sitting in your
whatnot cupboard for the last 20
years.

Photos can be that proof. Kincaid’s
daughter Allison and her husband
Blake discovered that when a fire de-
stroyed their home in Stevinson, Calif.,
recently. 

“They had their wedding registry,
which helped, but also many things in
the kitchen for which they had no re-
ceipts,” she said.

In the end, friends and family sup-
plied holiday dinner photos and pic-
tures from other get-togethers. 

It was a huge help, Kincaid said. The
couple was able to use the photos to
show their insurance adjuster the ori-
gins of “some of their dishes and appli-
ances that melted into piles of metal
and gooey plastic.”

DIGITAL DOLLARS

A 15-minute inventory
video is good insurance
It can help the recovery
process if disaster strikes

Elizabeth Weise
USA TODAY

The economy is expected to close
out 2017 with another solid jobs report,
underscoring a labor market that’s
maintaining its momentum despite a
shortage of workers. 

Minutes of the Federal Reserve’s
mid-December meeting, which fea-
tured the third interest rate hike of the
year, and surveys of the manufactur-
ing and service sectors will round out
this week’s economic news.

The Fed rate increase was widely
expected, but outgoing Chair Janet
Yellen was fairly restrained in her re-
marks on the then-looming Republi-
can tax cuts, saying they should mod-
estly boost growth. Minutes of the
Dec. 12-13 meeting, slated for release
Wednesday, could reveal whether
most Fed policymakers believe the tax
overhaul will meaningfully bolster the
economy or foment trouble down the
road by adding to the deficit. The
meeting summary also may show
whether Fed officials think the 4.1%
unemployment rate will finally trigger
a pickup in sluggish inflation in 2018.

Manufacturing has enjoyed a reviv-
al this year on the back of a resurgent
global economy and the oil sector re-
bound. Growth in factory activity
slowed the past couple of months after

hitting a 13-year high in September. But
that was largely because of quirks in de-
liveries related to August hurricanes in
Texas and Florida, Nomura economist
Lewis Alexander says. Economists sur-
veyed by Action Economics reckon the
Institute of Supply Management’s in-
dex of manufacturing activity edged
higher in December.

On Friday, the Labor Department re-
leases its closely watched employment
survey. The low unemployment rate
crimped hiring a bit in 2017 by providing
employers fewer available workers.
Still, the public and private sectors add-
ed a solid average of 174,000 jobs a
month through the first 11 months of the
year, down from 187,000 in 2016. The
hurricanes led to weak payroll gains in
September. But job growth averaged a
robust 236,000 in October and Novem-
ber, partly reflecting the return of work-
ers idled by the storms. Economists are
forecasting a healthy 190,000 new jobs
in December. 

Like manufacturing, the service sec-
tor, which makes up about 80% of the
economy, has been firing on all cylin-
ders. In October, ISM’s non-manufac-
turing index hit the strongest growth
level since its debut in 2008. It, too, re-
treated slightly in November because of
hurricane-related volatility. But econo-
mists expect ISM to announce that the
index ticked higher in December.

THE WEEK AHEAD

Minutes of
the Fed’s
last
meeting
will be
released
Wed-
nesday.
BRENDAN

SMIALOWSKI/

AFP/GETTY

IMAGES

Did the U.S. ring out ’17
with strong job growth?
Paul Davidson
USA TODAY
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A good financial
problem can turn
bad on a whim

Overthinking
and greed often
get in the way 
of a good thing

Pete the Planner
Peter Dunn

USA TODAY

I love good financial problems.
They’re much better than bad financial
problems. Yet it’s funny how quickly a
good financial problem can turn on a
dime (so to speak) and become a bad fi-
nancial problem. The switch is usually
the byproduct of overthinking mixed
with greed and a dash of unfamiliarity
with success. 

I offer up to you a pristine example. 
Recently, during a bout of holiday
cheer with a friend, he mentioned
he and his wife had saved $50,000
for a kitchen remodel, and they
were ready to proceed with the

upheaval of their daily lives with
one affirmative call to their con-

tractor. Beautiful, right? Ex-
cept, like just about any

other idea that involves
$50,000, it wasn’t that
simple. He was won-
dering whether they
should get the bank in-
volved. In the blink of

an eye, a $50,000 kitch-
en was on the verge of be-

coming a $100,000 “why
did we do that?” Or even

worse, part of a plot to make
$5 quindecillion.

Visualize yourself calling a
contractor, getting a $50,000
estimate for a kitchen remod-

el, saving $50,000 aggressive-
ly over the course of a couple of

years, and then calling the con-
tractor back to start the job.

What an amazing feeling book-
ended by goal setting and diligence.
That is until the “good ideas” start run-
ning through your head. 

“Maybe we could just finance the en-
tire project and invest the $50,000 we
saved,” you think. Which, technically, is
not a bad idea, if your investment re-
turns outpace your loan interest. Imag-
ine getting 6.5% on your investments on
an annual basis and then only paying
3.99% interest on your 10-year home eq-
uity loan. Not only would you have a
$50,000 kitchen, but your original
$50,000 would now be worth $95,609,
and you would have only paid a total of
$60,718 for the remodeling project and
interest.
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REFLECTIONS
Sumter’s Dr. Bossard acclaimed in S.C.

Reflections looks back at 
the life and times of  two 
of  Sumter’s most respect-

ed and beloved medical doctors. 
This article features Dr. John J. 
Bossard and Dr. J. S. Hughson 
and is to be presented in two epi-
sodes. Next week’s Reflections 

will feature Hugh-
son. These two 
sketches provide 
readers with views 
of  medicine in the 
“old days.” Infor-
mation and photos 
used to produce 
these articles were 

taken from The Item archives 
and from the writings of  Cassie 
Nicholes, whose recollections of  
Sumter are found in Historical 
Sketches of  Sumter County: Vol-
umes I and II. 

Dr. John J. Bossard was born on 
Rural Hall Plantation in Georgetown 
County on Feb. 26, 1825. His family 
moved to Sumterville in 1832 when 
he was seven years old. His parents 
were Anglo-French and played a sig-
nificant role in the colonies before 
and during the Revolutionary War. 

His father was John Postell 
Bossard, “a direct descendant of  Col. 
George Pawley and John Postell, 
both of  Revolutionary fame, who was 
a successful planter, who served in 
the state militia as captain, major 
and adjutant general. His mother, 
Charlotte White, was of  English an-
cestry.” 

Dr. Bossard attended local schools 
before enrolling at Davidson College, 
from which he graduated in 1845. 

His medical studies began under 
the guidance of  Dr. J. B. Wither-
spoon and were expanded at the 
Medical College in Charleston. He 
graduated in 1848 with his medical 
degree and returned to Sumter, 
where he opened his practice.

“In 1861, he was commissioned by 
Gov. Pickens as surgeon of  the Ninth 
South Carolina Volunteer Regiment 
of  State Troops; he remained for one 
year. He then entered the Confeder-
ate Army as a surgeon with the rank 
of  major and served until the end of  
the war. It was his nephew, Andrew 
Buchanan, who, with another young 
man, risked his life in the defense of  
Sumter in the Battle of  Dingle’s Mill. 
Dr. Bossard would return to Sumter, 
where in addition to his medical 
practice he would enter local politics 
and serve one term as alderman and 
two terms as mayor. He would also 
serve as president of  the Sumter 
County Agricultural Association for 
as long as it existed. He was an ac-
tive member of  the South Carolina 
Medical Association of  Surviving 
Surgeons of  the Confederate Service 
and would be selected as a delegate 
to the State Medical Convention.”

He married Frances Conyers Col-
clough, the widow of  J. A. Colclough. 
Their marriage was blessed with a 
daughter, Mary Charlotte, who mar-
ried William Percival Smith. Their 
daughter, Frances Conyers Smith, 
lived at 23 S. Harvin St., the home 
where six generations of  Dr. 
Bossard’s descendants lived. Dr. 
Bossard was an active member of  
First Presbyterian Church through-
out his life. 

He died on Nov. 29, 1907, in his 
83rd year; his funeral was attended 
by “scores of  friends and former pa-
tients.” 

“John Joseph Bossard was held in 
high regard by his fellow citizens, for 
he was recognized as a man of  ‘great 
discretion and of  brilliant attain-
ments.’ Standing high in the medical 
profession, he was acclaimed among 
the best physicians in South Caroli-
na. It was said of  him that he pos-
sessed in ‘full measure’ the charac-
teristics that go to make up a true 
gentleman.” 

He was always kind and generous, 
especially to the poor, answering 
their calls for medical help even 
when he expected no remuneration 
for his services. A sense of  a duty 
done was the only reward he desired.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Dr. John J. Bossard, born in 1825, moved to Sumterville in 1832 and studied medicine with Dr. J.B. Witherspoon and later attended 
Medical College in Charleston. He returned to Sumter after graduating and opened his practice.

Sammy Way
REFLECTIONS

One of the early houses on Harvin Street is seen. Six generations of Bossard’s family lived at 23 S. Harvin St., beginning with his 
granddaughter Frances Conyers Smith.

Physician also 
served as mayor

A.A. Solomons, owner of the store that 
later became Sumter Dry Goods, is seen 
outside his store. Early doctors used hors-
es and buggies to visit patients.

SUMTER ITEM FILE PHOTOS
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YESTERYEAR

Yesteryear  
in Sumter
SAMMY WAY

Sumter man indicted for treason; Stateburg homes open to public
75 YEARS AGO — 1943  
July 24 — July 30

• Four women’s shops of  
Sumter have combined to send 
20,000 Camel cigarettes to sol-
diers overseas, a representa-
tive of  the R. J. Reynolds Co., 
maker of  Camels, reported. 
The cigarettes, which will be 
shipped to American Expedi-
tionary Forces in various re-
gions throughout the world 

and distribut-
ed to men at 
the fighting 
fronts, are the 
donations of  
Ness’ Wom-
en’s shop, the 
Ru Velle, Alp-
erts and 
Schwartzes.

• Pvt. Jim-
mie Haseldon 
Jr., son of  Mr. 
and Mrs. J. 
M. Halseldon, 

has received a commendation 
from the commanding officer 
of  the battalion for his part in 
a wire-laying detail near 
Gafsa, Tunisia, March 17, 1943. 
His commendation stated that 
operations, assisting material-
ly in its success “by carrying 
150 drums of wire over most 
difficult terrain and under 
most arduous and hazardous 
circumstances, thereby per-
mitting continuous wire com-
munication.” “His spirit and 
stamina,” the citation read, 
“were deserving of  the utmost 
commendation.”

• William Alexander Dabbs, 
20, son of  Mr. and Mrs. E. W. 
Dabbs of  Mayesville, won his 
Navy “Wings of  Gold” and was 
commissioned an ensign in the 
Naval Reserve last week fol-
lowing completion of  the pre-
scribed flight training course 
at the Naval Air Training Cen-
ter, Pensacola, Florida, the 
“Annapolis of  the Air.” Having 
been designated a naval avia-
tor, he will go on active duty at 
one of  the Navy’s air opera-
tional training centers before 
being assigned to a combat 
zone. 

• Shaw Field’s Fliers explod-
ed in one inning to take the 
final game of the season from 
Sumter’s American Legion Ju-
niors by 14 to 2. The game was 
called at the end of  the sev-
enth inning. It was a nip-and-
tuck affair until the fatal fifth, 
with the Juniors quelling po-
tential Shaw Field rallies with 
brilliant fielding and headups 
play, but a bad break at home 
plate in the fifth started the fli-
ers on their way.

• With July 30 set aside as 
the first anniversary of  the 
WAVES of the United States 
Navy, and a special program 
underway this week to pay 
tribute to the WAVES, mem-
bers of  the local Women’s Ci-
vilian Committee pointed out 
that the enlisting of  women in 
the reserves of  the armed forc-
es goes back to World War I, 
when in a precedent-breaking 
series of  events their impor-
tance as part of  national safety 
was officially recognized. In 
that war, an acute shortage of  
men on the front lines of  the 
Navy made it apparent that 
women could substitute for 
men holding jobs at shore sta-
tions. So, a program was devel-
oped, and the Navy enrolled 
12,000 patriotic young women 
and called them “Yeoma-
nettes.”

• Thousands of  Victory gar-
dens are being grown in the 
state this summer and fall. 
The Victory production pro-
gram will not be complete un-
less every pound and quart of  
home-grown vegetables and 
fruits not needed for daily con-
sumption is conserved and 
stored for off-season use. Ac-
cording to J. H. Brooks, repre-
sentative of  Esso Marketers, a 
Victory Home Canning Guide 
and Time Table has been pre-
pared by Esso Marketers with 
the cooperation of  the South 
Carolina Extension Service, 
Clemson Agricultural College 
of  South Carolina and Win-
throp College.

• Eight Americans, including 
two women, who have broad-
cast regularly from Germany 
and Italy on behalf  of  the Axis 
war effort, were indicted for 
treason, and the attorney gen-
eral said that they would be 

brought to trial when caught. 
One those indicted was Robert 
H. Best, 47, a native of  Sumter, 
former United States Army of-
ficer and long a correspondent 
for American interests in Eu-
rope.

• The Shaw Field Public Re-
lations Office announced that 
Aviation Cadets Charles Wil-
liam Ahart, 19, of  Orlando, 
Florida, and Marshall K. 
Smith Jr., of  Oakdale, Massa-
chusetts, were killed in the 
crash of  a plane on a routine 
flight near Kershaw. Both ca-
dets arrived at the basic flying 
school on June 1 and were 
members of  the upper class, 
43-1. They had only a few more 
days at the school before going 
on to an advanced training 
field.

• Black non-commissioned 
officers of  Shaw Field gave 
their monthly dance and social 
at the Recreation Center on 
Council Street on Saturday 
night. The outdoor lawn set-
ting was arranged with lights, 
tables and music. Chicken din-
ners were served banquet 
style. In charge of  the affair 
were Sgt. Lowery and a staff  
of  non-com officers.

• Four members of  Sumter 
County’s 4-H clubs, accompa-
nied by Miss Harriet Des-
Champs, returned from a con-
servation camp held at Camp 
Long near Aiken. From Mon-
day through Friday, the local 
4-H’ers along with representa-
tives from 37 other counties 
were taught a variety of  ways 
to conserve. Those attending 
the camp from Sumter were 
Loring Baker, Jordan, who 
acted as life guard; Parkin 
Thomas, Wedgefield; Mary 
Johnson, Sherwood; and 
Laura Jean Gardner of  Hill-
crest.

50 YEARS AGO — 1968 
March 24 — 30

• Col. Horace D. Harby, 
Akron University assistant to 
the vice president for develop-
ment, will become assistant to 
the vice president develop-
ment and head AU’s develop-
ment department. The an-
nouncement of  his appoint-
ment was made by Dr. Nor-
man P. Auburn, president of  
the University. Col. Harby will 
head development on the Hill-
top following the resignation 
of  Dr H. LaMarr Rice.

• “Beautifully stated objec-
tives can be no more good than 
what the teacher does with 
them,” said Dr. Milly Cowles, 
professor of  early childhood 
education at the University of  

South Carolina Association on 
Children Under Six conven-
tion. The members, who held 
their 15th-annual spring con-
ference at Edmunds High 
School, came from all over the 
state to begin general discus-
sion sessions with various 
speakers highlighting each 
conference.

• Ask any Lincolnite who’s 
the “rootin’est, tooting’est, 
shootin’est” guy around, and 
he won’t have to think twice 
before answering, “Why Bly-
ther, who else?” Indeed, who 
else: William Blyther, a 6’1” ju-
nior, gives the appearance of  
being just an ordinary student 
— but he is anything but ordi-
nary on the basketball court. 
“Blythe’s” aggressiveness 
around the backboard gave 
him an average of  25 points 
per game and helped him be-
come the Item’s 1968 Player of  
the Year.

• Probably the three stron-
gest high school teams in the 
state will collide at the Alice 
Drive track when Eau Claire, 
Florence and Sumter run 
against each other in a big, tri-
angular meet. The Gamecocks, 
fresh from a strong showing in 
the Furman—News—Pied-
mont Relays, are the defending 
state AAA champions and will 
count on the efforts of  their 
fine relay teams to lead the 
way. But Eau Claire and Flor-
ence are expected to give Sum-
ter all the competition it can 
handle during the afternoon.

• A 12-strike-out pitching 
performance by Robert Du-
bose and a combination of  two 
doubles and two triples car-
ried Ashwood-Central’s Rams 
to their fourth win of  the year 
over Maywood’s Rebels, 4-2. 
Dubose notched his second tri-
umph of the campaign as he 
gave up six hits and issued 
only two walks. Junior Allen 
Watts took the loss for the Reb-
els, who are now 0-2 for the 
season.

• The Spring Art Exhibit of  
the Sumter Artists Guild 
opened at the Sumter County 
Library with a collection of  57 
art pieces of  varied media and 
subject matter. The works on 
exhibit are by local Artist 
Guild members and in many 
instances indicate a great 
amount of  talent. Although 
many of the paintings on exhi-
bition appear amateurish, a 
few admirable contributions 
stand out among the works of  
the less professional.

• Another fine pitching per-
formance by Billy Ardis and a 
nine-hit attack carried Sum-

ter’s sophomore-dominated 
Gamecocks to their first base-
ball victory of  the season as 
Coach Spencer Pouvey’s club 
defeated Dreher 3-1 at Riley 
Park. The triumph broke a 
two-game losing streak for 
Sumter, which dropped earlier 
decisions to A.C. Flora and 
Eau Claire.

• The American Academy of  
Pediatrics has named Dr. 
Charles R. Propst of  Sumter as 
one of  525 physician consul-
tants from its membership, 
and other child health leaders, 
to participate in an evaluation 
of  the medical aspects of  Head 
Start programs in nearly 2,000 
communities throughout the 
United States. Each medical 
consultant selected will work 
with the medical director and 
other health professionals in 
local Head Start projects.

• The portals of  some of  
Stateburg’s loveliest and most 
historic homes will be opened 
to the public next month for 
the first time in several years 
during a special tour spon-
sored by the Women of the 
Church of the Holy Cross. The 
Church of the Holy Cross, 
High Hills Baptist Church and 
the burial place of  General 
Thomas Sumter will combine 
with six charming dwellings of  
a bygone era to take tour par-
ticipants back through the 
pages of  time during the three-
hour-long tour. The Borough 
House, Edgehill and The Mill-
er House are among the sites 
to be toured.

• The Lincoln High School 
Bulldogs gained victory No. 1 
at Palmetto Park when they 
downed Butler of  Hartsville by 
a 5-4 score. Joe Mack supplied 
the power in the bottom of the 
seventh with two outs and two 
on with a ringing double to left 
center to give the Lincoln team 
its win.

• Wesmark Plaza Merchants 
Association is sponsoring a se-
ries of  events and attractions 
to commemorate the second 
anniversary of  the large Broad 
Street Extension shopping 
center. There will be rides by 
Amusements of  America with 
free discount tickets being 
given away each day of  the 
event. The Spring Boat and 
Camping Show will display 
boats, motors and trailers 
from Carolina Hardware, Sum-
ter Tire and Recapping Com-
pany, Sumter Marine Supply 
and McLean Equipment.

25 YEARS AGO — 1992 
Dec. 26 — 30

• Famed Christian crusader 

Billy Graham described his 
life’s work in three words. A 
crusade, he said, is prayer, 
planning and perspiration. 
And evangelist Jim Wilson 
isn’t about to forget it. For 
five days recently, those three 
words meant everything to 
Wilson, an evangelist cast in 
the mold of  his friend and 
mentor Graham, preached in 
the Clarendon County Cru-
sade for Christ. And to the 
local ministers and laymen 
who helped organize the cru-
sade, the words became prac-
tically a litany of  faith. 
“Prayer, perspiration and 
planning,” local coordinator 
the Rev. Jim Palmer said with 
satisfaction, looking back on 
the crusade. “That’s the trick. 
That’s the key.”

• Wayne Fogle, Patricia 
Taylor and Kathleen Kreipe 
have been selected as Central 
Carolina Technical College’s 
nominees for the 1993 Techni-
cal Educator of  the Year 
awards. Each year the S.C. 
Technical Education Associa-
tion sponsors the selection of  
outstanding faculty and staff  
members from the 16 techni-
cal colleges in the state. Nom-
inees are chosen from three 
categories: administrative, 
teaching and support servic-
es. Fogle was nominated in 
the administrative category. 
Taylor was nominated in the 
teaching category, and Kreipe 
was nominated in the support 
category.

• Music, magic, movies and 
much more will be on tap for 
USC Sumter students during 
the 1993 Spring Semester. 
“We’ve put together a really 
exciting assortment of  events 
to entertain and educate our 
students throughout the se-
mester,” said Anthony Rice, 
USC Sumter’s coordinator of  
student activities. “A number 
of  our offerings are also open 
to the public, and we encour-
age and welcome their partic-
ipation in these events. Kick-
ing off  the season will be 
husband and wife magic act 
Kevin and Cindy Spencer in 
“Magic for the ’90s.” The 
Spencers are dynamic enter-
tainers who combine state-of-
the-art illusions with comedy, 
audience participation, music 
and theater to produce an in-
credible evening of  magic.

• A pilot from Shaw Air 
Force Base’s 363rd Fighter 
Wing shot down an Iraqi war-
plane in a restricted “no-fly” 
zone in Iraq. Base spokesman 
Dave McMahon said the pilot 
is a member of  Shaw’s 33rd 
Fighter Squadron, which was 
sent to the Persian Gulf  to 
enforce a United Nations res-
olution prohibiting Iraq from 
deploying warplanes over 
portions of  the country. The 
squadron is part of  the 363rd 
Fighter Wing.

• U.S. Department of  Jus-
tice officials approved the 
new single-member district 
voting lines for Sumter 
School District 2. The approv-
al came after a two-and-a-
half-month study of  how the 
lines were drawn by the 
county’s legislative delega-
tion. The decision means the 
Nov. 3 District 2 board elec-
tions will stand. Had the de-
partment rejected the liens, 
the November elections of  
four trustees to the District 2 
board would have been ren-
dered invalid, and the elec-
tions would have been held 
again. Incumbents Naomi 
Sanders and Elizabeth Kilgo-
re, along with newcomers 
Elizabeth Kyler and Roland 
Robinson, were elected to the 
four seats that were up for 
election.

• Ray Allen scored a game-
high 27 points and grabbed 10 
rebounds to pace Hillcrest to 
a 70-64 win over Tennessee 
High School in the opening 
round of  the Arby’s Classic 
basketball tournament. Hill-
crest, which shot 52 percent 
from the field, trailed 14-11 at 
the end of  the first period. 
But the wildcats outscored 
Tennessee 25-18 in the second 
and led 36-32 at intermission. 
Tennessee shot poorly from 
the field (33 percent). Henry 
McMurray led Tennessee 
with 22 points and seven re-
bounds.

Mayor F.B. Creech re-
ceives an Esso Victory 
Home Canning Guide 
and Time Table from 
Phillip DuBose at the 
Esso service station, 
corner of Liberty and 
Washington streets, in 
1943. Esso Marketers 
printed and distribut-
ed these time guides 
to aid the war effort.

SUMTER ITEM FILE PHOTOS
“Buy stamps to bomb Tokyo” from the Aircraft Carrier Shang ri-la is the aim of a window display at Belk-
Stroman Co. The display was blue and was fixed by J.O. Talbort, employee of the store, in 1943.
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A buck for my brother
It was just the slightest sound — a 

soft rustle in the leaves, but it 
caught my attention. I looked up 
to see a big doe. She was only 

about 20 yards from the ground blind 
and was bounding away with her ears 
pinned back and her tail clamped 
down. She was in a hurry, and I knew 
that something was chasing her. 

She had come from the thicket on 
my right into the narrow stand of  
hardwoods that bordered the over-
grown cut-over and was gone just as 

suddenly as she had 
appeared. I knew 
that she had not 
seen me in the blind, 
and I knew that she 
had not winded me, 
as the wind was 
blowing softly to my 
rear. 

I listened intently 
for a few seconds to 
see if  perhaps there 
were hounds on her 

trail. I had seen some dog hunters 
just up the road on the way to the 
land — but I heard nothing. Then I re-
alized that maybe a buck was chasing 
her. I reached over and grabbed my 
rifle that was leaning up in the corner 
of  the blind. 

I had not hunted this land in more 
than a month, but I had spent an af-
ternoon back during the Thanksgiv-
ing holidays doing some scouting 
here. I knew there were some bucks 
in the area. 

My brother Matt had put up this 
ground blind a few days before the 
season opened in September. He had 
only hunted the blind once. He had 
not hunted any of  the other stands on 
the land. I had continued to put corn 
on this stand and the others through-
out the season, but no one else had 
hunted the ground blind, even though 
they could — it was Matt’s stand. We 
hunted all the other stands. 

I had invited him to go on some dog 
drives in the Lowcountry throughout 
September and into October, but he 
had declined. I was concerned, and 
when I saw him, I realized that he had 
lost a lot of  weight. He told me that he 
had not felt good for some time. I 
knew that he was hardheaded, just 
like me, and wouldn’t want to go to 
the doctor like he should. We tend to 
think that we can will ourselves to get 
better. 

After that, I just didn’t have the 
heart to go hunting. Somehow it just 
didn’t seem right to go when he 
couldn’t. 

To our dismay, Matt passed away a 
week before Christmas. I will miss 
him terribly. He was a husband, a fa-
ther, a brother and a friend. He was 53 
years old. 

Two days after the funeral I decided 

to go sit in his ground blind. I had not 
been hunting in more than a month 
and would dedicate this hunt in his 
honor. It was a beautiful Friday after-
noon — sunny and pleasant with a 
soft breeze out of  the southwest. Per-
fect for the ground blind. 

The blind is a short walk from our 
sign-in box, and I was settled in by 
four o’clock. There is a lane that runs 
east/west between the hardwoods and 
a cut-over to the north and the open 
pines to the south. There is a corn 
pile 70 yards to the west at the end of  
the lane. Another cut-over lies to the 
west. 

When I opened my pack to get my 
binoculars I realized that I had left 
my big flashlight at home, sitting on 
the counter. What would I do if  I got a 
shot close to dark and needed to do 
some tracking?

It seemed to be late in the season for 
rutting activity, but the doe that I had 
just seen was not acting normally. Al-
most as soon as I got my rifle in my 
hands, I heard a buck grunting out in 
the cut-over. Then there he was, 20 
yards away, his big yellow antlers 

gleaming in the sunlight. He overran 
the trail that the doe had followed, and 
he stopped in the hardwoods looking 
at the ground blind. I didn’t have a 
shot. There were too many trees. I 
found him in the scope, but he was so 
close his image was blurry. 

He only stopped for a second then 
bounded across the open lane into the 
pines. He stopped again, broadside. 
This time I found him in the scope 
and had an open shot at his front 
shoulder. I squeezed the trigger, and 
the big rifle roared. I was surprised, 
amazed and delighted when he went 
down. A few kicks, and it was over. 

I had not shot a buck in two years. 
I’ve sat and watched them walk. I 
passed on a buck in the Lowcountry 
this year, on a dog drive. This buck 
was a gift, and I thanked the Lord for 
giving him to me. My brother Matt 
would be proud. 

Oh, the flashlight? I didn’t need it. I 
looked at my watch. It was 4:30 on a 
beautiful sunny afternoon. 

Reach Dan Geddings at cdgeddings@
gmail.com.

Dan 
Geddings

PHOTO PROVIDED
Dan Geddings is seen with Matt’s buck, a typical nine-pointer with two sticker points.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Seed packets are seen at a hardware 
store in Freeland, Washington, on Nov. 
17. The packs are great reference tools. 

Pocket-size 
seed packets 
have plenty of 
information

A seed packet may be small, but it 
speaks volumes.

While seed catalogs promote thou-
sands of  types of  plants, seed packets 
tell gardeners how to grow one. All 
the information is printed on the 
back of  a paper pouch slightly larger 
than the size of  your wallet and at 
prices that won’t empty it.

Although the cost of  seeds has 
risen through the past few years, 
they’re still an economical way to 
garden, said Elsa Sanchez, a com-
mercial vegetable crops specialist at 
Penn State University Extension.

“The other option would be to buy 
transplants, which is generally 
more expensive,” Sanchez said. 
“You also find a lot more options for 
types and cultivars when you start 
from seed.”

Seed packages have been a garden-
ing staple in the United States for 
well more than a century, although 
their look is frequently changed.

W. Atlee Burpee & Co., for exam-
ple, has begun shipping re-designed 
packets for the 2018 growing season.

“We made the picture (of  the plant) 
virtually the entire front of  the pack-
et, so there’s a very strong shout-out 
of  what it is,” said Burpee chairman 
and chief  executive officer George 
Ball. “We have just a few things on 
the front — the name, price and 
weight, such as we need to have.

“But turn it over, and you’ll see 
that we’ve amped up the type of  gar-
dening information you’re going to 
get — the what, the how, the where 
and the when. The most important is 
the when,” Ball said. “We use USDA 
(hardiness) zones and maps for that.”

The kind of  information to expect 
from these miniature reference 
guides:

• Days to seed germination and ma-
turity. Expect those to vary some-
what, though, based on sun expo-
sure, soil temperature, fertility and 
moisture.

• Seed count and packing date. 
“Seed longevity is dependent on the 
type of  seed and also storage condi-
tions,” Sanchez said, recommending 
that any leftovers be kept cool and 
dry until another planting season 
rolls around. “Over time, viability 
and germination rates will decline.”

• Plant profile and size: whether 
it’s a hybrid, open pollinated or an 
heirloom, an annual, biennial or pe-
rennial.

• Planting instructions, including 
seed spacing and soil depth, light 
conditions and moisture require-
ments.

Then there’s the bonus informa-
tion available through “QR” or 
quick-response coding, those usu-
ally square, artistic designs ap-
pearing more frequently on the flip 
side of  seed packets. Download a 
free QR code reader app into your 
smart phone or tablet so you can 
read links and find information 
online.

“You can use smart phones to scan 
QR readers for a great many plant-
particular details — information that 
just wouldn’t fit on the back of  seed 
packets,” Sanchez said.

“It is a good idea to hang onto the 
seed packages after sowing as refer-
ences for future care and harvest-
ing,” she added.

BY DEAN FOSDICK
The Associated Press

What do Lowcountry alligators do in the winter?

HILTON HEAD ISLAND 
— Alligators, it turns out, 
are not that different from 
humans when it comes to 
bundling up during cold 
weather.

While cold winter days 
might be the perfect time 
for people to stay inside 
with a warm blanket and a 
nice cup of cocoa, alligators 
bundle up in their own way, 
retreating to burrows and 
dens under roads or in the 
banks of ponds and lakes, 
many of them under water, 
according to Andrew 
Grosse, alligator program 
biologist for the South Caro-
lina Department of Natural 
Resources.

“The ground around 
them insulates them, and 
they have a little air pocket 
where they can come up 
and breathe,” Grosse said. 
“It’s just a little den that 
they sit in for the harshest 
part of the winter.”

Not all alligators winter 
in the same way, though, 
and some have developed 
some truly odd habits.

“I’ve seen alligators that 
have been in ponds that 
have frozen over,” Grosse 
said. “Some of them have 
adapted to where they’ll 

stick their noses out of the 
water and let it freeze 
around them, and they’ll 
stay there until the ice 
melts.”

As winter approaches in 
the Lowcountry, tempera-
tures can become erratic, 
jumping from warm to cold 
and back again in the space 
of a few days. So, how do al-
ligators know when winter 
is actually setting in?

“One of the main cues 
that influences most wildlife 
is when we start getting 
shorter days and the sun is 
out less. That is more of a 
constant thing than the tem-
peratures. That is what trig-
gers them to initially pre-
pare for the winter,” Grosse 
said. “Both temperature and 
daylight influence seasonal 
behavior, but daylight is 
more consistent.”

Most alligator nuisance 
calls that the Department of  
Natural Resources receives 
come during the fall and 
spring, and it all has to do 
with their need for warmth.

In fall, gators are trying 
to soak up as much 
warmth as possible before 
the long chill ahead, and in 
spring they are trying to 
warm back up. That means 
there are more of  them on 
the banks of  ponds and 
lakes, and they are more 

difficult to scare off.
“People can approach 

them at these times of year, 
and they won’t run away be-
cause they really don’t want 
to go back into the water,” 
Grosse said.

Oddly, eating is not a pri-
ority for alligators as winter 
approaches, according to 
Grosse.

“When it starts to feel 
more like fall, with temper-
atures kind of where they 
are now, maybe a little bit 
warmer, they slow down 
with their feeding or stop al-
together and kind of pre-
pare for winter,” Grosse 
said. “Their primary goals 
become warming up when 
they can, finding a place to 
spend the winter and maybe 
feeding a little bit, but they 
start to lose interest at that 
point.”

Alligators are cold-blood-
ed, which means when it 
gets cold, they slow down. 
Their winters are de-
voted to staying 
as warm 
as pos-
sible.

As 
tempera-
tures cool, 
alligators’ 
metabo-
lism 
slows, and 

they begin a process known 
as brumation. This is differ-
ent from hibernation, which 
occurs in mammals and in-
volves a deep, seasonally in-
duced sleep.

“It’s really just, because 
the habitat around them is 
kind of  slowing down, their 
metabolic rate and every-
thing in their body slows 
down so much that they’re 
not active,” said Grosse. 
“They’re just surviving at 
that point. They’re not like 
bears that are in a kind of  
deep slumber. It’s more 
just a reduced state of  ac-
tivity.”

Brumation means that al-
ligators are very much 
awake during winter. 
They’re just not doing any-
thing. It only takes a few 
warm days, though, to 
shake them from their self-
imposed stupor, Grosse 

said.

BY MICHAEL OLINGER
The Island Packet of Hilton Head



Want to improve sales?
We can help with that.

karen@theitem.com
803•774•1242

CALL TODAY

KAREN 
CAVE
MULTIMEDIA 
SPECIALIST

• Display Ads
• Special

Sections
• Niche

Publications
• Online

Business offi ce will be 
closed December 22nd, 25th 

and January 1

36 W. Liberty Street 
Sumter, SC 

803-774-1200

Business office will be

Have a safe and 
Merry Christmas!

and January 1

36 W Lib S

Classified In-line
Edition
Fri., Dec. 22nd

Sun., Dec. 24th

Tues., Dec. 26th

Tues., Jan. 2nd

Deadline
Wed. Dec. 20th @ 11:30 am

Thurs. Dec. 21st @ 9:30 am

Thurs. Dec. 21st @ 11:30am

Thurs. Dec. 28th @ 2 pm

Large 2BR/2BA MH for rent in
Whispering Pines, unit 12A. $550
Month. Water is included with rent.
Contact David at 803-468-3724

Mobile Home
Rentals

Country Living SW 2 BR 2BA,
fenced yard. $375 mo. $375 dep.
Summerton District, 803-225-2414

Unfurnished
Homes

Mickey's Home improvements &
Repairs. Electrical, wooden fence,
decks & handyman work.
803-840-6911 or 803-340-0662

Huntington Place Apartments
Rents from $625 per month

1 Month free*
*13 Month lease required
Leasing office located at

Ashton Mill Apartment Homes
595 Ashton Mill Drive

803-773-3600
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9-5

Home
Improvements

Great for person looking for extra income.
If you have good dependable transportation and a 
phone in your home and a desire to earn a good 

extra income...

COME BY & APPLY AT
36 W. Liberty Street

Sumter, SC

CONTRACTORS WANTED!*
For Routes in Our Delivery Area
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*PRN CONTRACTORS AS NEEDED.

1st Care Home Health
Professional & Certified Home
Care Aide. Call Barola Prince
803-391-2387. Certified

Contractors Wanted!
The Sumter Item has a newspaper
route for the Bishopville area.
Contractor will service home
delivery, newspaper racks &
newspaper dealers.
Also need contractor for the
Mayesville, Elliott & Lynchburg
route.
Must have good dependable
transportation & a phone in your
home. Come by & apply at 36 W.
Liberty St. or call Reda at
803-774-1257

Health Service/
Medical

Senior Living
Apartments

for those 62+
(Rent based on income)

Shiloh-Randolph Manor
125 W. Bartlette.

775-0575
Studio/1 Bedroom

apartments available
EHO

Tru by Hilton, Please apply in
person at Spring Hill Suites 2645
Broad St. Seeking front desk clerk,
house keeping and maintenance
engineer. Trusumter@gmail.com

Unfurnished
Apartments

Notice Of Application
Notice is hereby given that The
Restaurant at Second Mill intends to
apply to the South Carolina
Department of Revenue for a license
permit that will allow the sale and
ON premises consumption of Beer,
Wine and/or Liquor at 1100 W.
Liberty Street, Sumter, SC 29150. To
object to the issuance of this permit /
license, written protest must be
postmarked no later than January
15, 2018. For a protest to be valid, it

BUSINESS
SERVICES

Help Wanted from Manning, SC.
Live in care giver needed for elderly
woman. For more info please
c o n t a c t  2 6 7 - 4 4 2 - 8 6 0 3  o r
267-608-7952

Beer & Wine
License

Public Notice

Sumter County First Steps is offering
Childcare Quality Enhancement
Services (Coaching/Consultation and
Mentoring) to childcare providers to
include technical assistance and
minimal grant funding.

Each participating provider shall be
ident i f ied  v ia  competi t ive
appl ica t ion  ( the  minimum
components of which will be
specified by South Carolina First
Steps with priority to providers):
Participating in the USDA Child and
Adult Care Food Program and

RENTALS

Legal Notice
Office Manager Needed: Experi-
ence in Allscripts Pro and Payer
Path. Please send resumes to Box
478 c/o The Item, PO Box 1677
Sumter SC 29151

OUR WORLD IS IN COLOR...

WHY ISN’T YOUR AD?

Help Wanted
Full-Time

LEGAL
NOTICES

EMPLOYMENT

Holiday Sales
Cars, Trucks and Vans

Starting at $1995
Price is Right Auto Sales

3210 Broad St 803-494-4275

Need a truckload of firewood?
$60 delivered to Sumter or Manning.
Call State Tree Service at
803-773-1320.

Autos For Sale

For Sale
or Trade

TRANSPORTATION
Looking to buy a small lawn mower
carrier, cheap as possible. Call
803-720-1556

Electrical Supervisor
Large textile manufacturer of quality
printed, dyed and finished fabrics is
in search of an experienced salaried
Electrical Supervisor. The successful
candidate will be responsible for
leading a team of electrical mainte-
nance personnel. Must have ability
to effectively communicate with a
diverse group of people.
Minimum of 4 years' experience in
Electrical Maintenance Supervision
and the design, installation, and
troubleshooting of drive and control
systems in a production facility.
Pay commensurate with experience.
Excellent Benefit package
Send your resume' to:

Santee Print Works
HR Department

PO Box 340 Sumter, SC 29151
Or email to: hr@santeeprint.com
An Equal Opportunity Employer

Want to Buy
OWNER FINANCING! 3 acres for
sale by owner near St. Charles. Call
or text 803-464-5813.

In Memory of

Ramona "NeNe" Wright
One year has passed since that sad
day, when the one we loved called
away. God took her home, it was His

will, but in our hearts she lives still.
Love, Mom, Dad, Sister, Brothers,

Williams and Wright family.

Land & Lots
for SaleMERCHANDISE

Looking for someone to cut a tree
branch out of septic tank. Call
803-720-1556

EXPERIENCED HVAC
INSTALLER/TECHNICIAN

WANTED
Pay Based on Experience

Must have your own reliable trans-
portation Location: Sumter, SC Job
Requirements: 2+ years' experi-
ence installing new HVAC systems,
preventative and general mainte-
nance servicing systems, installing
duct work, extensive troubleshoot-
ing, and HVAC knowledge. Please
call (803)968-4718 if interested.

NOTICE OF CITY
COUNCIL PUBLIC

HEARING

The Sumter City Council will hold a
public hearing on proposed
amendments to the City of Sumter
Zoning Ordinance on Tuesday,
January 16, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. in the
City Council Chambers located on
the Fourth Floor of the Sumter
Opera House (21 N. Main St.). The
following requests are scheduled for
consideration:

RZ-17-09, 1947 McCray's Mill Rd.
(City)
Request to rezone +/- 0.24 acres
located at 1947 McCrays Mill Rd.
from General Residential (GR) to
General Commercial (GC). The
property is represented by Tax Map
# 206-12-02-038.

RZ-17-10, 301 S. Main St. (City)
Request to rezone a +/-0.28 acre
parcel located at 301 S. Main St. from
Light Industrial-Warehouse (LI-W) to
Central Business District (CBD). The
property is represented by Tax Map
# 227-04-02-001.

Documents pertaining to the
proposed request(s) are on file in the
Office of the Sumter City-County
Planning Department and are
available to be inspected and
studied by interested citizens.

Joseph T. McElveen, Jr.
Mayor

A Notch Above Tree Care Full
quality service low rates, lic./ins., free
est BBB accredited 983-9721

Sumter County First Steps to
School Readiness Partnership

Seeks Nominations for
Board of Directors

The Sumter County First Steps to
School Readiness Partnership, a
nonprofit established in 1999 to
address school readiness in Sumter
County, is seeking nominations for
individuals committed to the healthy
development and well-being of
children birth to five years old to
serve on its board of directors.

The Partnership is seeking
nominations for individuals from the
following categories who either
reside or work in Sumter County:
i Pre-kindergarten through primary
educator;
ii Family education, training, and
support provider;
iii Childcare and early childhood
development/education provider;
iv Healthcare provider;
v Local government;
vi Nonprofit organization that
provides services to families and
children;
vii Faith community;
viii Business community;
ix Philanthropic community; and
x Parent of preschool children.

For more information and/or a
nomination form, contact Sumter
County First Steps at 803.464.1224 or
sumterfirststeps@gmail.com.
Nominations will be accepted until
January 18, 2017.

Sumter County First Steps will have
its Annual Meeting on January 25,
2018 at 5:30pm. The location for the
meeting is 220 Hasel Street, Sumter,
SC 29150. Board members are
elected at this meeting.

Public Hearing
Ricky's Tree Service Tree removal,
stump grinding, Lic & ins, free quote,
803-435-2223 or cell 803-460-8747.

Beckwoodshire Development 50
Frodo Circle 1,925 Sq Ft. 4BR 2.5
BA, Spacious, porches, 2 car
garage, LG Fenced back Yard.
803-795-6140 or 803-905-4384

Homes for Sale
Newman's Tree Service Tree
removal, trimming, topping, view
enhancement pruning, bobcat
work stump grinding, Lic &
insured. Call 803-316-0128

Tree Service
REAL
ESTATE

Sgt. Abraham P. Farmer Jr.
Happy Birthday to a loving son,
brother, father, & friend. Continue to
sleep in peace, we love you.

All Types of Roofing & Repairs All
work guaranteed. 30 yrs exp. SC lic.
Virgil Bickley 803-316-4734.

In Memory Roofing

must be in writing, and should
include the following information:
(1) the name, address and telephone
number of the person filing the
protest; (2) the specific reasons why
the application should be denied; (3)
that the person protesting is willing
to attend a hearing (if one is
requested by the applicant); (4) that
the person protesting resides in the
same county where the proposed
place of business is located or within
five miles of the business; and (5) the
name of the applicant and the
address of the premises to be
licensed. Protests must be mailed to:
S.C. Department of Revenue, ABL,
P.O. Box 125, Columbia, South
Carolina 29214-0907; or Faxed to:
(803) 896-0110.

Administrative Assistant
Manufacturing facility in Sumter, SC
is looking for an Administrative
Assistant with experience in financial
accounting. Candidate will be re-
sponsible for supervising office staff,
familiar with debits/credits, billing,
payroll, and insurance. Must have
ability to effectively communicate
with diverse group of people.
Minimum of 7-10 years of Accountin
g/Management experience. Bache-
lor's Degree or higher required.
Send your resume' to:

Santee Print Works
PO Box 340 Sumter, SC 29151

Attn: J Blackmon
Or  ema i l  to :  jb lackmon

@santeeprint.com

690 Bultman Dr 1612 Sq. Ft.
Reception area w/ hdwd floors, 4
Private offices, Conference rm,
Secretarial work area, Copier/Equip.
Rm, Shower rm, 2 1/2 baths, file
storage rm, $2050 mo+$57.76 CAM
Call 803 773-1477

Attorney Timothy L. Griffith
803-607-9087, 360 W. Wesmark.
Criminal, Family, Accident, Injury

documenting that at least 30% of
enrolled students qualify for free
meals/snacks (130% of federal
poverty), OR

Located within the school
attendance zone of (and/or enrolling
primarily children attending) an
individual elementary school rated
"Below Average" or "At Risk"
(Unsatisfactory)  during the
preceding three-year period, OR

In which 10% or more of enrolled
students are ABC voucher recipients

If you are interested in being
considered for this program, please
request an application by emailing
sumterfirststeps@gmail.com.

All applications must be submitted
by January 16, 2018.

Legal NoticeLegal Service

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Beer & Wine
LicenseOffice RentalsHelp Wanted

Full-Time

CLASSIFIEDS OR TO PLACE YOUR AD ONLINE GO TO WWW.THE ITEM.COM/PLACEMYAD

803-774-12
CLASSIFIED DEADLINES

11:30 a.m. the day before for 
Tuesday, Wednesday, 

Thursday &  Friday edition.
11:30 a.m. Friday for Sunday’s edition.

We will be happy to change your ad if an error is 
made; however we are not responsible for errors after 
the fi rst run day. We shall not be liable for any loss or 
expense that results from the printing or omission of 
an advertisement. We reserve the right to edit, refuse 

or cancel any ad at any time.
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