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Third Circuit Judge R. Ferrell Co-
thran Jr. sentenced Edward McElveen, 
67 — charged with sexually assaulting 
his neighbor in February 2017 — to 18 
years in prison after the defendant was 
found guilty of three charges on 
Wednesday evening. 

After two-and-a-half days of trial and 
about an hour and a half of deliberat-

ing, the jury of six men 
and six women returned a 
guilty verdict for the 
charges of first-degree 
criminal sexual conduct, 
kidnapping and posses-
sion of a weapon during a 
violent crime for the con-
finement and rape of a 

Dalzell woman who was 78 at the time 
on Feb. 21. 

McElveen received two 18-year sen-

tences, each, for criminal sexual con-
duct and kidnapping, and five years for 
possession of a weapon during a violent 
crime, all to be served concurrently. 

The prosecution introduced four new 
witnesses: a SLED forensic scientist 
specializing in DNA analysis, a Sumter 
County Sheriff's Office investigator, a 
Palmetto Health Tuomey critical care 
nurse and a woman who was visiting 
her mother at Scenic Lake Mobile 
Home Park the night of the assault. 

Semen and saliva samples taken from 
the victim were matched with a DNA 
swab taken from McElveen, according 
to the forensic scientist with SLED.

Sgt.Wayne DuBose with the sheriff's 
office said a .22-caliber handgun that 
can hold up to about five bullets was 
found in the defendant's possession 
when he was arrested on Feb. 22. There 
were two bullets in the gun just like the 
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Karson Zimmerman 
thought Wednesday was just 
another school day. Then a 
face appeared in his class-
room doorway he had not 
seen in a year except over a 
computer or phone screen.

His classmates at Ebenezer 
Middle School stayed silent as 
they watched father and son 
reunite, son wrapping his 
arms around father's waist, 
burying his face into the Air-
man Battle Uniform.

Karson, a sixth-grader, and 
his brother, Gavyn, who is in 
ninth grade at Crestwood 
High School, are used to their 
father going away. When Mas-
ter Sgt. Steven Zimmerman 
returned home to surprise his 
sons at school on Wednesday 
from a yearlong remote de-
ployment in Korea, he ended 
his seventh deployment. This 
time was different.

Coming home

BY KAYLA ROBINS 
kayla@theitem.com

PHOTOS BY MICAH GREEN / THE SUMTER ITEM
Karson Zimmerman cracks a 
smile, top, as he sees his father, 
Master Sgt. Steven Zimmerman, 
for the first time since a yearlong 
deployment to Korea. Karson’s 
classmates at Ebenezer Middle 
School watched as he buried his 
face in his father’s chest. His 
ninth-grade brother, Gavyn, was 
surprised earlier at Crestwood 
High School.

SEE HOME,  PAGE A6

Dad back from 
deployment 
surprises sons 
at schools

WATCH THE VIDEO

Watch our video of the 
homecoming at  
www.Facebook.com/
theitem.

"Dream big and set goals." That was 
the key message Wednesday as seven 
local business leaders spoke to a 
group of  60 eighth-graders at Chest-
nut Oaks Middle School's first-ever ca-
reer forum.

Sponsored by Greater Sumter 
Chamber of  Commerce, the event al-
lowed groups of  students to rotate 
around for round-table discussions 
with each leader and hear what it 
takes to be successful in today's busi-
ness world.

The seven leaders in attendance 
came from various career fields — the 
military, business and industry, high-
er education and others — but all em-
phasized to the students the impor-
tance of  education and at least finish-

ing high school and earning their di-
ploma. Each leader also explained the 
steps he or she had to take to advance 
into careers. 

Dennis Turner, chairman of  the 
Chamber's Education Committee, has 
helped lead the forums in Sumter 

School District for about five years 
now.

Originally, the forums were held at 
just the three high schools in the dis-
trict, but this year they have been ex-
panded to all seven middle schools, 
Turner said.

Turner and the professionals spoke 
to the students at Chestnut Oaks, at 
1200 Oswego Road, on various topics, 
including the importance of  individu-
al responsibility, character, motiva-
tion and attitude.

Many leaders, including engineer 
James Robinson, emphasized the im-
portance of  dreams and goal setting to 
the school's eighth-graders, who gen-
erally come from a high-poverty area 
of  the county.

"First, you have to get your dream; 
then you set your goals," Robinson 
said. "The goals are the steps you need 
to accomplish to meet that dream. 
Once you start checking those off, you 
see you are getting closer and closer 
to your dream."

A senior manufacturing engineer 

Leaders tell Chestnut Oaks students to ‘dream big’ at career forum
BY BRUCE MILLS
bruce@theitem.com ‘Doing the right thing 

and believing in 

yourself is important.’

DAJAN VANBUREN

An eighth-grader at Chestnut 

Oaks Middle School

SEE FORUM, PAGE A6
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Man gets 18 years in rape case
MCELVEEN

SEE GUILTY, PAGE A6
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Shaw: Cloud cover likely 
caused boom Monday

Shaw Air Force Base conduct-
ed explosive ordnance disposal 
training on Wednesday, which 
the public may have heard or felt 
about 10:15 a.m., though it likely 
was not as strong as earlier in 
the week.

Training also occurred at the 
Sumter base on Monday, causing 
people to ask what shook their 
house or what the booming was 
that sounded like a bomb going 
off.

“The sounds heard were part 
of  a routine munition retrieval 
effort that happens twice a year 
— January and September,” said 
Technical Sgt. Nathan Allen of  
Shaw’s Public Affairs Office. 
“The significant cloud cover [on 
Monday] likely created a ‘fluke’ 
situation that caused the explo-
sions to be heard because nor-
mally they are not.”

Allen said the explosive ord-
nance disposal team detonated 
less than 50 pounds of  explosives 
on Monday, “which is not a lot 
for them.” 

He said this is the first time he 
has heard of  the public hearing 
and feeling the training explo-
sions since he’s been at Shaw.

Design review committee 
meeting is canceled

The Sumter City-County Plan-
ning Department’s Historic 
Preservation Design Review 
Committee will not meet today 
as planned because there are no 
requests in the Planning Office 
that require review by the com-
mittee, according to the city.

The next regularly scheduled 
meeting of  the committee is on 
Feb. 22 at 3:30 p.m.

For questions or more infor-
mation, call the Planning De-
partment at (803) 774-1660.

SAFE names Bishopville 
branch manager

SAFE Federal Credit Union 
has named a new branch man-
ager at its Bishopville location.

Ashley Reddick will lead a 
staff  of  seven at the credit 

union’s 596 Sumter 
Highway location.

Reddick has 
worked at SAFE 
since 2012, serving 
most of  that time 
as head teller at the 
Wesmark branch in 
Sumter. She recent-

ly completed the company’s 
comprehensive management 
training program.

“I love getting to know mem-
bers and plan to be very hands 
on in helping them with all 
their SAFE business,” Reddick 
said.

Reddick is active in the Sum-
ter Junior Welfare League, vol-
unteers at Sumter United Min-
istries and said she plans to get 
involved in the Bishopville 
community, as well. Her hus-
band, John, is an attorney in 
Sumter.

She said serving members is 
a calling that she shares with 
her 95-year-old grandmother, 
who worked as a teller years 
ago in Camden and helps Red-
dick understand how banking 
has changed through the years.

REDDICK

Sumter Elks sponsor Hoop Shoot competition for youth

Free throws can win — or lose — a 
basketball game. On Sunday, they can 
win two area young people advance-
ment to the district competition of  the 
Elks National Hoop Shoot free throw 
program.

Sumter Elks Lodge No. 855 will host 
its local free throw competition for 
boys and girls ages 8 to 13 from 1 to 4 
p.m. Sunday at Alice Drive Middle 
School gym, 40 Miller Road.

The Elks National Foundation spon-
sors the overall competition, while the 
Sumter Elks sponsor the local Hoop 
Shoot, according to Al Mossell, direc-
tor of  the event. There is no charge to 
competitors, who may register from 1 

to 1:30 p.m. Sunday at the gym.
The foundation has been sponsoring 

the competition for more than 45 years 
as a character-building program, in 
which competitors “learn about the 
importance of  respect and good 
sportsmanship” and “to be humble 
after a successful win and are pre-
pared to accept defeat gracefully.”

Another stated aim of  Elks National 
is to “develop … gritty kids (because) 
… Research suggests grit is a more ac-
curate predictor of  success than social 
intelligence, good looks, physical 
health or IQ.”

The competition is divided by age 
group within the 8- to 13-year-old eligi-
bility range. One boy and one girl will 
advance to the district competition 
and the opportunity to win again and 

continue on through state, regional 
and national events. Winners of  the 
national championships will have 
their names inscribed in the Naismith 
Memorial Basketball Hall of  Fame 
and will receive the Getty Powell 
Award for most baskets made during 
the national finals.

Registration for Sunday’s Hoop 
Shoot competition begins at 1 p.m. in 
the Alice Drive Middle School gym, 
and the event starts at 1:30 p.m.

Gym shoes are required, and pants, 
gym shorts or basketball uniforms are 
acceptable attire.

Complete contest rules can be found 
at the official website, www.elks.org/
hoopshoot/compete/playbook.cfm.

For more information, call Mossell 
at (803) 972-7188.

BY IVY MOORE
Special to The Sumter Item

Sumter native elected to college’s board
FROM STAFF REPORTS

Willie Cooper Jr., a Sumter native 
and 1977 graduate of  Mayewood High 
School, has been elected to serve on 
the Presbyterian College board of  
trustees.

Cooper received a Bachelor’s De-
gree in Business Administration 
with an emphasis in Accounting 
from Presbyterian College in 1981, 
according to a news release from the 
college.

“I consider this opportunity to 
serve on the board of  trustees of  my 
alma mater to be both an honor and 

a privilege,” Cooper said. 
“I look forward to the op-
portunity.”

Cooper, a certified pub-
lic accountant, has 
served as an independent 
accounting and finance 
consultant since 1996. He 
has a wide range of  expe-

rience in the public accounting, non-
profit and professional services sec-
tors, among others. 

Cooper has held controller and 
CFO roles for sports technology, 
manufacturing and financial servic-

es firms.
Before becoming an independent 

consultant, Cooper conducted divi-
sion audits for a large regional bank 
and internal audits for a large finan-
cial services company. He also devel-
oped and implemented accounting 
and operations policy and proce-
dures for a financial services firm 
and led an accounting systems and 
software installation and implemen-
tation. 

Presbyterian College is a 240-acre 
campus in Clinton, between Colum-
bia and Greenville. 

COOPER

Crosswell holds Family Night

BRUCE MILLS / THE SUMTER ITEM
From left, Crosswell Drive Elementary School teacher Fredericka Plowden, student Alena Bradley and her mother, Dawn Bradley, par-
ticipate in Monday’s Family Night at the school.
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BY CHRIS MOORE
Special to The Sumter Item

Can one weekend make a differ-
ence? 

The Sumter Youth Network believes 
it can. 

That's why the group, comprised of  
several area youth ministries, is host-
ing its second-annual “ONE Weekend” 
on March 9-11. 

“ONE Weekend” is open to area 
middle or high school students who 
would like to attend and organizers 
hope this one weekend indeed makes a 
difference in their lives. 

The event, which started in 2017, 
was a way to bring collaboration and 
share resources between area church-
es. 

In the past, several churches would 
hold separate weekend-long annual 
youth events, but as friendships devel-
oped between youth pastors in the 
area it became apparent that there 

was an opportunity to do something 
new, exciting and for it to be done to-
gether.

Delmar Peet, pastor to students and 
families at Alice Drive Baptist Church, 
said, "The genesis of  ‘ONE Weekend’ 
occurred when we realized our past 
events all shared similar goals and 
that combining efforts could multiply 
the time, money and other resources 
that are needed for hosting large 
youth events."

"We took the overhead that we were 
spending (collectively) and put that to-
ward feeding the needy in Jesus’ 
name," Peet said when recollecting on 
how “ONE Weekend” began to take 

shape last year.
One of  the first youth pastors to 

sign on was First Church of  God's 
Phillip Beacham. 

"It's an awesome opportunity for our 
students to be able to see other stu-
dents in the community that have the 
same faith," Beacham said. 

Peet went on to say, "We want our 
students (of  area churches) to go to 
‘ONE Weekend’ so when they walk 
away that they know they are not 
alone in the faith in Sumter ... and 
they feel encouraged."

The students will not only receive 
encouragement, but also teaching, get 
to worship together, laugh, have con-
versations with others their own age 
and also have the opportunity to min-
ister together. 

Friday and Saturday night students 
are encouraged to stay overnight with 
their youth group, which is organized 
by their home church.

On Saturday, the group will pack 
meals with "Servants With a Heart," 
which is a nonprofit that helps organi-
zations — like “ONE Weekend” — cre-
ate highly nutritious dehydrated 
meals to be delivered to starving and 
malnourished children and their fami-
lies around the world. Last year, the 
group packaged more than 50,000 
meals.

Peet also said, “This is a huge re-
source for churches without student 
ministers. It is as easy as signing up 
and showing up.” 

To register for “ONE Weekend” go 
to www.OneWeekendSumter.com and 
look for the registration tab.

The cost is $50 per student and it 
covers the program, a T-shirt, lunch 
on Saturday and the foods needed for 
the packaging event. 

For more information, contact your 
youth pastor or visit www.OneWeek-
endSumter.com.

1 Weekend aims to bring youth together in faith

LOS ANGELES TIMES /GINA FERAZZI VIA AP 
Defendants Louise Anna Turpin, left, with attorney Jeff Moore, and David Allen Turpin, right, with attor-
ney Allison Lowe, appear in court Jan. 18 for their arraignment in Riverside, California. More than 
$120,000 has been donated to help the Turpin’s 13 children who authorities say were kept chained to 
beds for months and starved so much that their growth was stunted. 

DA seeks to bar parents from 
contacting 13 kids kept captive

LOS ANGELES — The par-
ents accused of  torturing 12 of  
their children and keeping 
them chained to beds for 
months and so malnourished 
their growth was stunted ap-
peared in court Wednesday as 
prosecutors ask a judge to bar 
them from contacting their 
kids.

The court proceeding is the 
latest step as authorities seek 
to sever ties between David 
and Louise Turpin and their 
13 children — between 2 and 
29 years old — who were res-
cued from their home in Per-
ris, California, on Jan. 14. 
They have pleaded not guilty 
to torture, abuse and other 
charges.

Riverside County prosecu-
tors are seeking a protective 
order that would prohibit the 
Turpins from having any con-
tact with their children, dis-
trict attorney's office spokes-
man John Hall said.

The case has attention from 
around the world and about 20 
people from across the U.S., 
including nurses and psychol-
ogists, have offered to take the 
seven adult children and six 
minors and keep them togeth-
er. The Riverside University 
Health System Foundation, 
which is collecting money for 
the siblings, so far has re-
ceived 1,500 donations totaling 
$120,000, spokeswoman Kim 
Trone said.

Sheriff's deputies arrested 
the husband and wife after 
their 17-year-old daughter 
climbed out a window and 
called 911. Authorities found 

the siblings in the family's 
filthy California home, three 
of  whom were shackled to 
beds. Neighbors and relatives 
said they were unaware of  the 
children's treatment until au-
thorities arrested the parents 
and revealed what they found 
inside.

In a heart-wrenching Face-
book post, a former classmate 
of  the oldest Turpin sibling re-
called that she was picked on 
as a grade school student in 
Texas.

Taha Muntajibuddin, who 
attended kindergarten 
through third grade with her 
in Fort Worth, Texas, de-
scribed her as "a frail girl, had 
pin-straight hair with bangs, 
and often wore the same pur-
ple outfit." After learning of  
the case, he shared on Face-
book his "overwhelming sense 
of  guilt and shame" over how 
she was treated.

He wrote that it was jarring 
to learn that the girl, who was 
teased in school for being 
smelly, "quite literally had to 
sit in her own waste because 
she was chained to her bed."

Muntajibuddin said he is 
hopeful his former classmate 
can recover and live an en-
riched life.

He said despite being bullied 
by her peers, she "was still one 
of  the most pleasant people I 
have had the opportunity to 
meet. She had this whimsical 
optimism to her that couldn't 
be dampened, couldn't be 
doused no matter what any-
body threw at her."

The AP is not naming the 
siblings because of  the severi-
ty of  abuse allegations, which 
are still under investigation. 
The AP also has not been able 

to talk to the children, includ-
ing the 29-year-old, or anyone 
who can speak on their be-
half.

Another classmate, Stepha-
nie Hernandez, told the AP in 
a Facebook message that the 
girl was quiet and always 
wore dirt-stained jeans that 
were too small. Hernandez 
said she often was bullied.

"I remember someone kind 
of  slung her around like a rag 
doll," said Hernandez, a regis-
tered nurse in Mansfield, 
Texas.

NEW YORK (AP) — Toys 
R Us, squeezed by Amazon.
com and huge chains like 
Walmart, will close 180 
stores, or about 20 percent 
of  its U.S. locations, within 
months.

Hobbled by $5 billion in 
debt, the company that 
once dominated toy sales in 
the U.S. filed for bankrupt-
cy protection in September.

Chairman and CEO Dave 
Brandon said in a letter 
Wednesday that tough deci-
sions are required to save 
Toys R Us.

Toys R Us operates about 
900 stores in the U.S.

The store closings will 
begin in February and the 
majority of  the targeted lo-
cations will go dark by mid-
April. At some other loca-
tions, the retailer is com-
bining its Toys R Us and 
Babies R Us stores.

Toys R Us, based in 
Wayne, New Jersey, has 
struggled with debt since 
private-equity firms Bain 
Capital, KKR & Co. and 
Vornado Realty Trust took 
it private in a $6.6 billion 
leveraged buyout in 2005. 
The plan had been to take 
the company public again, 
but weak sales have pre-
vented that from happen-
ing.

While its numbers have 
been shrinking, Toys R Us 
still sells about 20 percent 
of  the toys bought in the 
U.S. according to Stephanie 
Wissink, an analyst at Jef-

feries LLC.
Competitive pressures 

will force the company to 
take a close look at all of  
its stores, and more will 
likely be shuttered over the 
next year or two, Wissink 
said.

Toys R Us reigned su-
preme in the 1980s and 
early 1990s, when it was 
one of  the first of  the "cate-
gory killers" — a store to-
tally devoted to one thing: 
toys. Its scale gave it lever-
age with toy sellers and it 
disrupted general mer-
chandise stores and mom-
and-pop shops.

Now Toys R Us and other 
category killers like the 
now-defunct Sports Author-
ity, Borders and Circuit 
City, are being upended by 
a new force: Amazon.com.

GlobalData Retail esti-
mates that about 13.7 per-
cent of  toy sales were made 
online in 2016, up from 6.5 
percent five years ago.

Toys R Us has been hurt 
by a shift to mobile devices 
as well, which take up 
more and more play time.

About three dozen retail-
ers sought bankruptcy pro-
tection last year due in 
large part to a radical shift 
in consumer behavior, both 
in where they shop and 
what they buy.

Toys R Us closed its flag-
ship store in Manhattan's 
Times Square, a huge tour-
ist destination, about two 
years ago.

Toys R Us, hobbled 
by competition, will 
shutter 180 stores

BY MICHAEL BALSAMO
AND EMILY SCHMALL
Associated Press

20 people have offered to take the siblings, donations total $120,000
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BY NAJA FERJAN RAMIREZ
University of Washington, The Conversation

Any adult who has attempted to 
learn a foreign language can attest to 
how difficult and confusing it can be. 
So when a 3-year-old growing up in a 
bilingual household inserts Spanish 
words into his English sentences, con-
ventional wisdom assumes that he is 
confusing the two languages. 

Research shows that this is not the 
case. 

In fact, early childhood is the best 
possible time to learn a second lan-
guage. Children who experience two 
languages from birth typically become 
native speakers of  both, while adults 
often struggle with second language 
learning and rarely attain native-like 
fluency.

But the question remains: is it con-
fusing for babies to learn two languag-
es simultaneously? 

WHEN DO BABIES LEARN LANGUAGE?
Research shows babies begin to 

learn language sounds before they’re 
even born. In the womb, a mother’s 
voice is one of  the most prominent 
sounds an unborn baby hears. By the 
time they’re born, newborns can not 
only tell the difference between their 
mother’s language and another lan-
guage, but also show a capability of  
distinguishing between languages. 

Language learning depends on the 
processing of  sounds. All the world’s 
languages put together comprise 
about 800 or so sounds. Each language 
uses only about 40 language sounds, 
or “phonemes,” which distinguish one 
language from another. 

At birth, the baby brain has an un-
usual gift: It can tell the difference be-
tween all 800 sounds. This means that 
at this stage infants can learn any lan-
guage that they’re exposed to. Gradu-
ally babies figure out which sounds 
they are hearing the most. 

Between six and 12 months, infants 
who grow up in monolingual house-
holds become more specialized in the 
subset of  sounds in their native lan-
guage. In other words, they become 

“native language specialists.” And, by 
their first birthdays, monolingual in-
fants begin to lose their ability to hear 
the differences between foreign lan-
guage sounds.

STUDYING BABY BRAINS
What about those babies who hear 

two languages from birth? Can a baby 
brain specialize in two languages? If  
so, how is this process different than 
specializing in a single language? 

Knowing how the baby brain learns 
one versus two languages is important 
for understanding the developmental 
milestones in learning to speak. For 
example, parents of  bilingual children 
often wonder what is and isn’t typical 
or expected, or how their child will 
differ from those children who are 
learning a single language. 

My collaborators and I recently 
studied the brain processing of  lan-
guage sounds in 11-month-old babies 
from monolingual (English only) and 
bilingual (Spanish-English) homes. We 
used a completely noninvasive tech-
nology called magnetoencephalogra-
phy (MEG), which precisely pinpoint-
ed the timing and the location of  activ-
ity in the brain as the babies listened 
to Spanish and English syllables. 

We found some key differences be-
tween infants raised in monolingual 
versus bilingual homes. 

At 11 months of  age, just before 
most babies begin to say their first 
words, the brain recordings revealed 
that:

• Babies from monolingual English 
households are specialized to process 
the sounds of  English, and not the 
sounds of  Spanish, an unfamiliar lan-
guage.

• Babies from bilingual Spanish-
English households are specialized to 
process the sounds of  both languages, 
Spanish and English. 

Our findings show that babies’ 
brains become tuned to whatever lan-
guage or languages they hear from 
their caregivers. A monolingual brain 
becomes tuned to the sounds of  one 
language, and a bilingual brain be-
comes tuned to the sounds of  two lan-

guages. By 11 months of  age, the activ-
ity in the baby brain reflects the lan-
guage or languages that they have 
been exposed to. 

IS IT OK TO LEARN TWO LANGUAGES?
This has important implications. 

Parents of  monolingual and bilingual 
children alike are eager for their little 
ones to utter the first words. It’s an ex-
citing time to learn more about what 
the baby is thinking. However, a com-
mon concern, especially for bilingual 
parents, is that their child is not learn-
ing fast enough. 

We found that the bilingual babies 
showed an equally strong brain re-
sponse to English sounds as the mono-
lingual babies. This suggests that bi-
lingual babies were learning English 
at the same rate as the monolingual 
babies. 

Parents of  bilingual children also 
worry that their children will not 
know as many words as children who 
are raised with one language. 

To some extent, this concern is 
valid. Bilingual infants split their time 
between two languages, and thus, on 
average, hear fewer words in each. 
However, studies consistently show 
that bilingual children do not lag be-
hind when both languages are consid-
ered. 

Vocabulary sizes of  bilingual chil-
dren, when combined across both lan-
guages, have been found to be equal to 
or greater than those of  monolingual 
children. 

Another common concern is that bi-
lingualism causes confusion. Part of  
this concern arises due to “code 
switching,” a speaking behavior in 
which bilinguals combine both lan-
guages. 

For example, my 4-year-old son, who 
speaks English, Spanish and Slovene, 
goes as far as using the Slovene end-
ings on Spanish and English words. 
Research shows bilingual children 
code-switch because bilingual adults 
around them do too. Code-switching in 
bilingual adults and children is rule-
governed, not haphazard. 

Unlike monolingual children, bilin-

gual children have another language 
from which they can easily borrow if  
they can’t quickly retrieve the appro-
priate word in one language. Even 
2-year-olds modulate their language to 
match the language used by their in-
terlocutor. 

Researchers have shown code 
switching to be part of  a bilingual 
child’s normal language development. 
And it could even be the beginning of  
what gives them the extra cognitive 
prowess known as the “bilingual ad-
vantage.”

BILINGUAL KIDS ARE AT AN 
ADVANTAGE

The good news is young children all 
around the world can and do acquire 
two languages simultaneously. In fact, 
in many parts of  the world, being bi-
lingual is the norm rather than an ex-
ception.

It is now understood that the con-
stant need to shift attention between 
languages leads to several cognitive 
advantages. Research has found that 
bilingual adults and children show an 
improved executive functioning of  the 
brain — that is, they are able to shift 
attention, switch between tasks and 
solve problems more easily. Bilinguals 
have also been found to have in-
creased metalinguistic skills (the abili-
ty to think about language per se, and 
understand how it works). There is ev-
idence that being bilingual makes the 
learning of  a third language easier. 
Further, the accumulating effect of  
dual language experience is thought 
to translate into protective effects 
against cognitive decline with aging 
and the onset of  Alzheimer’s disease. 

So, if  you want your child to know 
more than one language, it’s best to 
start at an early age, before she even 
starts speaking her first language. It 
won’t confuse your child, and it could 
even give her a boost in other forms of  
cognition.

The Conversation is an independent 
and nonprofit source of  news, analysis 
and commentary from academic ex-
perts.

Why babies can learn 2 languages at the same time

BENTON, Kentucky (AP)  — 
They ran silently, too stunned 
to shout.

Some of the children ran into 
classrooms to hide from the 
boy with the gun. Some ran out 
of the building, into the fields, 
across the streets, through the 
doors of nearby businesses.

"No one screamed," said 
16-year-old Alexandria Capora-
li, recounting the moment her 
high school became the site of  
the latest 
American 
mass shooting. 
"It was almost 
completely si-
lent as people 
just ran."

Bailey Ni-
cole Holt and 
Preston Ryan 
Cope, both 15, 
were killed 
and another 18 
people injured 
when a class-
mate opened 
fire Tuesday 
morning in 
the school's busy atrium, a 
common area in the center of  
Marshall County High School, 
where several hallways meet 
and children gather before 
classes.

The trauma consumed the 
rural town of about 4,300 peo-
ple, where nearly everyone has 
a connection to the school. Par-
ents left cars on both sides of  
an adjacent road, desperately 
trying to find their teenagers; 
business owners pulled fleeing 
children to safety; a state troop-
er rushed to the school, terri-
fied he would find his own 

daughter among the dead.
Kentucky State Police Com-

missioner Rick Sanders said 
authorities would not yet iden-
tify the 15-year-old, now in po-
lice custody, who he said 
walked into the school armed 
with a pistol just before 8 a.m. 
and immediately started firing.

Caporali was eating break-
fast when she heard a shot, 
turned and saw the teenager 
with the gun. She knew him as 

a quiet boy who 
played music 
and always 
seemed happy. 
After the first 
shot, he seemed 
to hesitate.

In the same 
room, two 
16-year-olds, 
Lexie Waymon 
and Baleigh 
Culp, had been 
laughing and 
talking about 
makeup and 
the homecom-
ing basketball 

game like ordinary teenagers 
on an ordinary morning. They 
heard a bang, and imagined 
something equally ordinary, 
like a heavy book hitting the 
floor.

"That's what I expected it to 
be," Culp said. "Until I saw a 
body drop on the ground and 
the bangs continued. There 
was bullets flying everywhere."

Fear momentarily seized 
Waymon.

"I couldn't move. I got up and 
tried to run, but I fell. I heard 
someone hit the ground. It was 
so close to me," she said. She 

froze, she said. She could see 
only blackness — for a full 
minute, she guesses. Then she 
came to and ran.

Waymon did not stop run-
ning, even though her chest 
hurt. One phrase ran on repeat 
through her mind: "I can't be-
lieve this is happening. I cannot 
believe this is happening." She 
didn't stop until she made it to 
a McDonald's, more than a mile 
from the school.

Culp was running, too. She 
ran to the highway, hearing 
shot after shot behind her. She 
kept running, unsure what to 
do, when a man reached out 
from the door of a business and 
pulled her to safety inside, 
where dozens of other students 
were hiding.

"They was running and cry-
ing and screaming," said Mitch-
ell Garland, who owns the 
cleaning company where the 
girl took refuge. He estimated 
between 50 and 100 students 
who ran from the school hud-
dled there, including his own 
16-year-old son.

"Everyone is just scared. Just 
terrified for their kids," Gar-
land said.

Inside the school, the boy 

kept firing, said Caporali, who 
ran into a classroom.

"It was one right after anoth-
er — bang, bang, bang, bang, 
bang," she said.

He kept shooting until he ran 
out of ammunition, she said. 
Then he took off running, try-
ing to get away. He was soon 
apprehended by police and led 
away in handcuffs.

But by then, 14 had been shot 
and five others were injured as 
they ran from the gunfire. Bai-
ley died at the scene and Pres-
ton died after being taken to 
Vanderbilt University Medical 
Center in Nashville, Tennessee. 
Five others remained in critical 
condition late Tuesday.

Benton residents gathered in 
a church hours after the fatal 
shooting where they were re-
minded that God had not for-
saken them and told not to 
think "what did anyone do to 
deserve this."

The case against the suspect 
will begin in juvenile court, 
which is closed to the public 
and the records sealed under 
Kentucky law. Prosecutors will 
request a judge move it to adult 
court, at which point the de-
tails will no longer be secret.

The teen is being held at a re-
gional juvenile jail in Paducah, 
Kentucky, about a half-hour 
away, authorities said, and he 
has been appointed an attor-
ney.

Word of the shooting spread 
quickly around town, and peo-
ple rushed toward the school.

Marshall County Attorney 
Jeff Edwards heard the news 
from a friend and immediately 
drove to the building. He and 
his wife both graduated from 
the school, as did their chil-
dren.

He saw children running in 
every direction and said his 
heart broke for the ordeal he 
knows they must endure.

He took office in 1997, the 
year a student opened fire in a 
school 30 minutes away in Pa-
ducah, Kentucky, killing three 
and injuring five. It was two 
years before the fatal attack at 
Columbine High School in Col-
orado, before mass school 
shootings became all too com-
mon, and it left scars across the 
state.

"This is something that they 
will never forget," he said of  
children who ran for their lives. 
"It will be with them forever."

Students ran for 
their lives as shots 
erupted in school

RYAN HERMENS/THE PADUCAH SUN VIA AP 
Kentucky State Police Lt. Michael Webb speaks during a media briefing at the Marshall County Board of 
Education following a shooting at Marshall County High School in Benton, Kentucky, on Tuesday. 
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Quake, tsunami fears rattle temblor-prone Alaskans

ANCHORAGE, Alaska — When it 
comes to earthquakes, Alaskans are 
major pros. But even they get rattled by 
the strong ones, as Tuesday’s early 
morning shaker proved.

In the popular cruise-ship town of  
Seward, about 110 miles south of An-
chorage, Fire Chief Eddie Athey said 
the quake lasted for up to 90 seconds.

“It went on long enough that you 
start thinking to yourself, ‘Boy, I hope 
this stops soon because it’s just getting 
worse,’” Athey said.

The magnitude 7.9 quake in the Gulf  
of Alaska triggered the jarring alert 
that roused people shortly after mid-
night Tuesday. Even for Alaskans ac-
customed to tsunami threats and tsuna-
mi drills, the phone message was 
alarming. It read: “Emergency Alert. 
Tsunami danger on the coast. Go to 
high ground or move inland. Listen to 
local news.”

After the alert, people grabbed blan-
kets and suitcases and hustled to evacu-
ation centers or schools in the middle 
of the night.

The monster waves never material-
ized, but people who fled endured hours 
of tense waiting before they were 
cleared to return home.

Tina Anderson, clerk of the Aleutians 
East Borough, was awakened by the 
quake at her home in Sand Point, an is-
land fishing community about 570 miles 
southwest of Anchorage. Anderson, 
who lives on high ground, called friends 
in vulnerable areas to make sure they 
moved to an evacuation center at the 
school or to friends with homes on 
higher ground.

A short while later, a police officer 
drove through the lower-lying parts of  
the community with his siren blaring 
and a loudspeaker telling people to 
evacuate.

People monitored the event by social 
media.

“Everyone was on Facebook, seeing 
what was going on,” Anderson said. “I 
was monitoring, actually, the Kodiak 
Police Department Facebook page. 
They were posting things regularly. I 
knew we were after them if something 
were to hit.”

When Sand Point Police Chief Hal 
Henning learned the projected tsunami 
landfall was 2 a.m., he jumped into his 

patrol car to start alerting residents to 
move to high ground, starting with peo-
ple sleeping on boats in the harbor or at 
the seafood processing plant.

Winds gusting to 60 mph made it hard 
to hear community warning sirens. The 
patrol car siren and loudspeaker siren 
were easier to hear, he said. Some peo-
ple walked to the emergency center at 
the school. Others drove, offering pedes-
trians rides in the back of pickups and 
flatbed trucks, Henning said. Eventual-
ly hundreds of people crowded into the 
school gymnasium.

“I would say it was a huge success,” 
Henning said of the evacuation.

There were no reports of damage, not 

even on Kodiak Island, the closest land 
to the epicenter. Tuesday’s quake was 
recorded at 12:32 a.m. in the Pacific 
Ocean about 170 miles southeast of Ko-
diak, home to one of the nation’s largest 
Coast Guard bases.

It prompted the warning across thou-
sands of miles of Alaska’s southern 
coast, from Attu in the Aleutian Islands 
to Canada’s border with Washington 
state. Kodiak is about 200 miles south of  
Anchorage, the state’s largest city, 
which was not under a tsunami threat. 
Elsewhere in the United States, Wash-
ington state, Oregon, California and Ha-
waii were under tsunami watches, 
which eventually were lifted. Officials 
in Japan say there was no tsunami 
threat there.

BY RACHEL D’ORO 
and BECKY BOHRER
The Associated Press

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Evacuees gather at Kodiak High School in Kodiak, Alaska, on Tuesday after an earth-
quake and tsunami alert. 

Do e-cigarettes help or harm? 
Report says that’s not clear yet

WASHINGTON — Electron-
ic cigarettes could be a boon 
to public health or a major li-
ability, depending on whether 
they help Americans quit 
smoking or encourage more 
young people to try tradition-
al cigarettes, a new report 
concludes.

The report issued Tuesday 
wrestles with the potential 
benefits and harms of  the va-
por-emitting devices which 
have been sold in the U.S. for 
more than a decade. But those 
effects may not be known for 
decades, in part, because of  
how slowly illnesses caused 
by smoking emerge.

“In some circumstances, 
such as their use by non-
smoking adolescents and 
young adults, their adverse ef-
fects clearly warrant con-
cern,” said David Eaton, of  
the University of  Washington, 
who headed the National 
Academies of  Sciences, Engi-
neering and Medicine com-
mittee that studied the issue. 
“In other cases, such as when 
adult smokers use them to 
quit smoking, they offer an 
opportunity to reduce smok-

ing-related illness.”
There are no long-term 

studies on the health conse-
quences of  e-cigarettes and 
little consensus on whether 
they are effective in helping 
smokers quit, according to the 
report requested by the Food 
and Drug Administration.

The experts found “substan-
tial” evidence that young peo-
ple who use e-cigarettes are 
more likely to try cigarettes. 
On the other hand, experts 
found only “limited evidence” 
that cigarettes are effective 
tools to help adult smokers 
quit.

The committee’s review of  
more than 800 studies yielded 
many findings that were 
largely in line with prior as-
sessments by other research-
ers. For instance, the panel 
found “conclusive evidence” 
that most e-cigarettes contain 
numerous chemicals that can 
be toxic. However, there was 
equally strong evidence that 
e-cigarettes contain fewer tox-
icants and at lower levels than 
regular cigarettes.

E-cigarettes have been sold 
in the U.S. since at least 2007. 
Most devices heat a liquid nic-
otine solution into vapor and 
have been promoted to smok-

ers as a less-dangerous alter-
native because they don’t have 
all the chemicals, tar or 
smoke of  regular cigarettes. 
E-cigarettes and similar vap-
ing devices have grown into a 
$4 billion U.S. industry with 
thousands of  varieties of  fla-
vors and customizable prod-
ucts available in specialty 
shops and online.

The FDA gained authority 
to regulate the devices in 2016 
after years of  pushback from 
the industry. But last year the 
agency said it would delay the 
deadline for manufacturers to 
submit their devices for re-

view until 2022. The decision 
was blasted by anti-smoking 
advocates who say some e-cig-
arette manufacturers target 
kids with candy and fruit fla-
vors.

The FDA has signaled its in-
tention to begin pushing U.S. 
consumers away from tradi-
tional cigarettes toward alter-
native products, such as e-cig-
arettes. The regulatory delay 
was intended, in part, to give 
companies more time to re-
search their products.

FDA Commissioner Scott 
Gottlieb called the link be-
tween e-cigarette use and try-

ing smoking in young people 
“troubling.”

“We need to put novel prod-
ucts like e-cigarettes through 
an appropriate series of  regu-
latory gates to fully evaluate 
their risks and maximize 
their potential benefits,” he 
said in a statement.

Some other key takeaways 
and questions from the re-
port:

• Chemicals in e-cigarette 
vapor, such as formaldehyde, 
are capable of  damaging DNA 
in humans. However, it’s un-
clear if  the chemicals exist at 
levels high enough to cause 
cancer.

• Switching completely from 
traditional cigarettes to e-cig-
arettes significantly reduces 
exposure to numerous cancer-
causing chemicals.

• E-cigarettes can some-
times explode, causing burns 
and injuries. The risk of  such 
accidents is higher with devic-
es that are stored improperly 
or contain low-quality batter-
ies.

• There is substantial evi-
dence that e-cigarette vapor 
contains traces of  metal, pos-
sibly because of  the metallic 
coils used to heat liquid that 
the devices vaporize.

BY MATTHEW PERRONE
AP Health Writer

A doctor holds 
an e-cigarette 
in a smoking lab 
in 2016 at the 
Centers for Dis-
ease Control 
and Prevention 
in Atlanta. 
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“It’s rough, especially leav-
ing them for long amounts of  
time at this age,” Zimmerman 
said. “They’re changing so 
much. School, work, sports, 
just growing, learning. It’s a 
rough time. That’s the rough-
est part of  it now.”

Zimmerman and his wife, 
Melanie, the brainchild of  the 
surprise plan, first went to 
Crestwood to pick up Gavyn.

“I was surprised because 
my mom picked me up and 
said I was just being dis-
missed, and I saw my dad and 
was happy,” Gavyn said.

The Zimmermans have been 
at Shaw Air Force Base for 11 
years. Over the course of  his 
deployments, a lot of  basket-
ball and soccer games were 
watched over FaceTime.

“He’s never been gone like 
that whenever I was older,” 
said the youngest Zimmer-
man, straining to keep his 
voice leveled from emotion.

Karson said the hardest 
part of  his father being gone 
is “having to go places and 
with someone else taking one 
of  us to games so Mom and 
him couldn’t see both of  us.”

Now that the family is to-
gether again, Melanie Zim-
merman said the surprise was 
surreal.

“It doesn’t feel real because 
it’s been so long,” she said, 
one arm around Karson, the 
other wrapped around her 
husband, whose hand stayed 
on his oldest son’s shoulder. 
“It was hard [to carry out the 
surprise] because I don’t keep 
secrets very well. I tend to ac-
cidentally say something, but 
I managed.”

After the hugs — and proba-
bly more tears — each son 
knows what he wants to do 
first with his dad.

“I’ll probably play my PS4 
with him,” Karson said.

Gavyn? Basketball. No Face-
Time included.

“Being away from family, 
they get me through. It gives 
you something...the whole 
reason you’re doing the job...,” 
said Steven Zimmerman, try-
ing to find adequate words to 
describe what his family 
means to him — sometimes 
the simple words are all you 
need. “It’s something to come 
back to.”

MICAH GREEN / THE SUMTER ITEM 
Melanie Zimmerman surprised her children with their father, Master Sgt. Steven Zimmerman, who re-
turned home early from a yearlong deployment.  Karson, center, is a student at Ebenezer Middle School, 
and Gavyn is a student at Crestwood High School. The Zimmermans have been at Shaw Air Force Base for 
11 years. 
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with Kaydon Corp., Robinson 
was then asked by a student if  
he had ever experienced failure 
in his job.

"Yes, everybody is going to 
have failure," Robinson said. 
"You're not just going to go out 
there, first gate, and be suc-
cessful at every opportunity. 
You're going to fail. What 
makes a failure disappointing 
or bad is when you don't learn 
from it. Always learn from 
your mistakes."

Eighth-grader Dajan Vanbu-
ren, who wants to be an archi-
tectural engineer, said he 
learned at the forum that life is 
not all about money. 

"Doing the right thing,” Van-
buren said, “and believing in 
yourself  is important.”

BRUCE MILLS / THE SUMTER ITEM
Kim Osbourne, a nurse with Palmetto Health Tuomey in Sumter, dis-
cusses what she loves about her career at Chestnut Oaks Middle 
School on Wednesday.
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victim said, he testified.
Looking at photographs he 

took of the crime scenes, Du-
Bose pointed to a roll of sil-
ver duct tape and clear pack-
ing tape — used to bind the 
victim’s hands and cover her 
mouth — that were found on 
the coffee table in the vic-
tim’s living room.

No fingerprints were 
found on either roll of tape, 
he said. 

The prosecution and de-
fense gave their closing argu-
ments after all of the evi-
dence was presented and all 
witnesses testified. 

There has been reasonable 
doubt throughout the trial, 
said public defender Michael 
Routzong, lead defense attor-
ney.

He referenced inconsisten-
cies in the victim’s story 
such as when she told inves-
tigators she did not bathe 
after the incident but told the 
critical care nurse that she 
did. The victim’s statement 
about washing was recorded 
by the nurse in a sexual as-
sault evidence collection kit 
report. 

The victim was specif-
ic about the times cer-
tain actions took place 
but was inconsistent 
with other statements, 
he said. 

Routzong said he won-
dered about the victim’s in-
tentions after the incident 
because she waited until the 
next morning to tell anyone 
what happened, changed her 
clothes and made the bed 
where she was assaulted. But 
she left the tape on her wrist, 
he said. 

He said it was possible that 
the victim was worried that 
McElveen — her only signifi-
cant other since she became 
a widow in 2014 — was leav-
ing her, had consensual in-
tercourse with the defendant 
and regretted it the next 
morning. 

Assistant Solicitor John 
Meadors’ closing argument 
highlighted what he called 
the clear truths presented by 
the victim and the prosecu-
tion. This is a “she say and 
evidence say” case, he said. 

It’s clear the victim and de-
fendant had a prior relation-
ship, and it is clear that the 
defendant was angry be-
cause he thought the victim 
was having an affair during 
the relationship, he said. 

Meadors showed the jury 
photos of  the victim’s 
wounds, describing what 
caused each injury. Those 
injuries are real, he said. 

The victim did not give 
consent to any of  the things 
done to her that night, he 
said. “And no means guilty 
in this case.”

Why would the victim 
make up that story, have 
someone examine her body 
at the hospital and have 
people talk about her body 
in a public setting, Meadors 
asked. 

There is no certain way a 
person will react after she 
has been raped, he said 
about the victim’s hesitance 
to come forward. 

At first, the victim did not 
want to tell what happened, 
Meadors said, perhaps be-
cause she still wanted to 
help McElveen because she 
knew he was leaving. 

Though the relationship 
was over, the victim was 
still nice to the defendant 
and gave him food that 
night because that’s the 
kind of  person she is, he 
said. 

GUILTY FROM PAGE A1

EVERY DAY

FREEDOM FURNITURE
493 N. GUIGNARD • SUMTER, SC

499-2002
539 A S. MILL ST., • MANNING, SC

803-433-2300

CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK.COM

Hours: Monday - Friday  9:00am-7:00pm •Saturday 9:00am-5:00pm • Sunday Closed

$299

$399

QUEEN SIZE
Bedroom Sets Includes: Headboard,

Dresser, Mirror & Chest

Per 
Set

FINANCING AVAILABLE • FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

TWIN SET FULL SET
$129 $169

KING SET
PILLOW 

TOP

$399$199
QUEEN SET

SOFA & LOVESEATS
   Starting at

Lamps ...................$15

Rugs .................... $39

Bunk Beds ......... $399

Bean Bags ........... $39

4 Drawer Chests ...$79

Dinette Sets ........$169
with mattress

PARTNER UP WITH THE #1 FINAL EXPENSE LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY
My name is Andrea Moses. I’ve been contracted with UBI Southeast for a year. I provide 
families with a peace of mind with their final expense needs.  My job is to help alleviate the 
financial burden that families experience with the loss of a love one. This opportunity has 
allowed me to assist with the needs of many families who did not think they were able to 
get covered. Working for UBI Southeast/Lincoln Heritage has allowed me the opportunity 
to take care of my families financial needs as well as allow me the financial freedom 
that I have been seeking. My first year earnings have been close to six figures with so 
much more opportunity in the future to continue to build my business and continue to be 
successful.

If you are a individual looking for a career and financial freedom, UBI Southeast/Lincoln 
Heritage is definitely the company that you would want to be a part of. Andrea Moses

525 OXFORD STREET • SUMTER SC 29150 • 803-395-0033

Shoney’s World Famous
BREAKFAST BAR

Visit with your old friends and enjoy our wide 
assortment of breakfast amenities. 

Proudly Serving Sumter Great Food & Friendly Smiles For Over 35 Years!

226 S. Pike West (378 Bypass)  
(803) 773-3321
2742 Paxville Hwy  

(803) 696-4481
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Lawmakers should 
reject Dominion’s 
‘Trojan horse’ deal
Editor’s note: This column was 
originally published in the Jan. 18 
edition of The Post and Courier.

The saga of South Caroli-
na’s nuclear plant finan-
cial meltdown continues. 
The latest installment fea-

tures Virginia-based Dominion 
Energy with an offer we are told 
we can’t refuse — a gift horse we 
shouldn’t look in the mouth. But 
on closer examination, this horse 
resembles the one the Greeks de-
livered to Troy 3,000 years ago.

WHO PROFITS?
Dominion and South Carolina 

Electric & Gas parent SCANA 
claim the deal is fair and the only 
way to avert disaster. In fact, the 
transaction would result in the 
transfer of billions of dollars from 
SCANA customers to Dominion 
and SCANA shareholders. It 
would accomplish this by perpetu-
ating the abusive regulatory ar-
rangement that led to the largest 
financial disaster in South Caroli-
na’s history.

Although little has been written 
specifically about the financial as-
pects of the deal, some legislators 
(who, as a body, are responsible 
for the mess in the first place), 
seem skeptical about the exten-
sively advertised benefits of the 
offer. Research by Wall Street se-
curities analysts and other energy 
experts supports their skepticism.

Take, for example, Eric Selmon 
and Hugh Wynne, with Sector and 
Sovereign Research LLC, an in-
vestment research firm that focus-
es on the energy industry. Selmon 
and Wynne evaluated the Domin-
ion proposal in a Jan. 4, 2018, re-
port. Here is a summary of their 
reveiw:

“Dominion’s offer for SCANA, 
were it to close on the terms pro-
posed, would be materially accre-
tive to Dominion’s earnings. From 
the standpoint of SCANA ratepay-
ers, however, it would be a far less 
attractive option than the securiti-
zation of SCANA’s unrecovered in-
vestment in V.C. Summer. ...”

In a nutshell, the Dominion deal 
is great for Dominion sharehold-
ers. It’s great for SCANA share-
holders, and it’s a disaster for 
SCANA ratepayers. But there are 
other ways of getting out of the 
mess that would be substantially 
better for customers.

REJECT ‘REBATE’
Meanwhile, Dominion’s sales 

pitch begins with the stunning 
offer of $1,000— cash money up 
front, payable to every SCANA 
customer within 90 days of clos-
ing. “Call this number now to re-
ceive your check!” To this, the old 
saying applies: “If  something 
looks too good to be true, it proba-
bly is.”

The catch is that the offer re-
quires the Legislature to retain 
the law, the Base Load Review Act, 
that created the problem. That 
way, Dominion can charge South 
Carolinians for $3.5 billion that 
was wasted on the nuclear plant, 
on top of what we have been 
forced to spend on the debacle 
over the past 10 years.

The cash “rebate,” totaling $1.3 
billion, represents the money Do-
minion would save because of the 
lower federal corporate tax rate, 
money that shareholders are al-
ready due, regardless of owner-
ship. And the trick is that Domin-
ion would get it back from custom-
ers over 20 years.

SSR’s Wynne describes the cash 
offer as, “a loan to ratepayers to be 
recovered over 20 years in higher 
electricity rates and carrying an 
effective interest rate of 9.7 per-
cent.” Senate Majority Leader 
Shane Massey, R-Edgefield, has 
called the payment a “payday 
loan.”

Mark Cooper, a senior research 
fellow for economic analysis at the 
Institute for Energy and the Envi-
ronment at Vermont Law School, 
summarized the deal this way in 
last week’s “Utility Dive,” a trade 
publication:

“It is a sweet deal for Dominion, 
but, penny for penny, it is what 
ratepayers would get anyway. Do-
minion’s deal is essentially a sham 
... ”

WHAT ABOUT RATES?
Currently, SCANA customers 

pay approximately 18 percent of  
their bill for the failed plant — 
that is, for nothing. Under the Do-
minion proposal, this would de-
cline by about 5 percent. Even if  
this were an acceptable reduction 
— and it’s not — these are largely 
savings that ratepayers would be 
entitled to anyway, because of the 
change in the tax rate. Or they 
represent reductions in nuclear 
plant costs that have yet to be ap-
proved by regulators, and proba-
bly won’t be.

The savings estimates assume 
that everything SCANA has done 
to date with the nuclear plant will 
be confirmed as “prudent” by the 
S.C. Public Service Commission, 
the regulatory agency that sets 
utility rates. But the Bechtel re-
port pointing out major flaws in 
design and construction and 
SCANA’s attempts to withhold 
and amend that report make it un-
likely that the company’s actions 
will be deemed to have been pru-
dent, and therefore unlikely that 
the expenditures would be eligible 
for reimbursement anyway.

BOTTOM LINE
In essence, this deal adds up to 

savings that customers are enti-
tled to anyway, or reductions to 
charges that may not have ever 
materialized. Furthermore, it 
locks in a stream of ill-gotten reve-
nues over the coming two decades. 
Dominion’s Trojan horse, promot-
ed with full-page ads in newspa-
pers around the state, is a master-
piece of smoke and mirrors.

The Virginia utility has offered 
a price that will raise SCANA’s 
stock price by roughly 25 percent. 
This is good news for SCANA 
stockholders. Similarly, Dominion 
views this as a great deal for their 
own shareholders. Their slick 
public relations campaign, the 
scare tactics about SCANA’s bank-
ruptcy — Wall Street predicts a 
further decline in stock price but 
no bankruptcy — and their army 
of lobbyists in Columbia all con-
firm what analysts are predicting: 
the transaction will also enhance 
Dominion’s stock value.

There is one basic reality we 
must keep in mind. In this trans-
action, Dominion is proposing to 
buy a stream of income from 
SCANA customers. But unlike a 
normal business operating in a 
free market, SCANA’s stream of  
income is established by regulato-
ry fiat — that is, it is set by the 
seven individuals, appointed by 
the Legislature, who sit on the 
PSC. By setting the stream of in-
come, they also set the price Do-
minion will pay. Dominion has 
said as much.

With the Dominion offer, South 
Carolina faces a critically impor-
tant decision that will determine 
the burden citizens must bear for 
the epically poor judgment of two 
utilities. Central to this decision is 
the question of whether we have 
the political courage and wisdom 
to repeal, in its entirety, the insidi-
ous law that led to the nuclear de-
bacle, the Base Load Review Act, 
or whether we will succumb to 
pressure from Dominion and 
SCANA to continue business as 
usual.

Dana Beach is founder and execu-
tive director emeritus of the Coastal 
Conservation League.

BY DANA BEACH

A recent editorial from a South Caroli-
na newspaper:

The Index-Journal
Jan. 21

Improving school 
safety should be 
taken seriously

You know the expression: There are 
two sides to every story. More often 
than not, there are three sides. Some-
where between the two sides lies the 
true story.

Our hope is that somewhere in the 
middle exists the truth about how safe 
students are in Greenwood County 
School District 50 and about how the 
district prepares for — and is prepared 
for — worst-case scenarios. Somewhere 
in the middle, legitimate parents’ con-
cerns should be balanced against the 
district’s responses to those concerns, 
as were aired this past week at the 
school board meeting. There is a ten-
dency, especially among school boards 
and school administrators, to take a 
cavalier, we-know-best approach to 
day-to-day public school business.

That a number of  weapons and po-
tential weapons, namely BB guns and 
a .40-caliber handgun, have made 
their way into the district’s schools is 
a legitimate concern. That a number 
of  fights have occurred, some purport-
ed to be among gang-like members 
even at the middle school level, is a le-
gitimate concern.

It is reasonable that the district does 
not want to jeopardize its safety mea-
sures by revealing every element and 
detail of  those plans, a point made by 
Gerald Witt, assistant superintendent 
for administration, during last week’s 
meeting. Witt did enumerate some of  
the measures in place, such as the 
number of  cameras in schools and on 

buses. He shared the district’s invest-
ment in school resource officers, that 
school visitors cannot simply enter 
schools but must be “buzzed in.” He 
noted there are hand-held metal detec-
tors and that ID badges are imple-
mented across the district.

Certainly we don’t pretend to have 
the answers and the parents who 
showed up to and spoke at the board 
meeting last week don’t claim to have 
all the answers regarding how to bet-
ter ensure across-the-board school 
safety. That, however, does not mean 
the concerns raised should be dis-
missed. Nor does it mean the school 
board should simply accept the ad-
ministration’s responses to concerns 
at face value. Better and increased 
communication from the district with 
the public it works for is advisable and 
would go a long way toward bridging 
gaps of  trust.

We hardly think school administra-
tors, principals, teachers and board 
members themselves have no concerns 
for safety or that they would not want 
to seek ways to improve upon any and 
all plans already in place. But we do 
think the matter should be taken seri-
ously and that the board should make 
this an ongoing discussion.

Committees can be the best approach 
to killing forward progress, but they 
also can be engines that drive progress, 
if  given the tools and power to be effec-
tive. Toward that end and in an effort 
to mitigate safety concerns, both real 
and perceived, the board would do well 
to establish a committee consisting of  
some of  its members, parents, adminis-
trators, teachers, staff  and, perhaps, 
even students. This committee could 
re-examine measures in place and seek 
out best practices conducted within 
other school districts, and not just 
within South Carolina.

By bringing to the table a sampling 
of  all those affected by a problem or 
potential problem, the likelihood of  
creating viable and effective solutions 
is exponentially increased.

Would that not be a win for all?

MAYBE THERE’S A SWAMP AT 
THE POST OFFICE TO DRAIN TOO

I was prompted to write regarding 
the U.S. Postal Service when I read 
Mr. Duhon’s letter to the editor in 
Tuesday’s paper. 

We live in the Wintergreen Subdivi-
sion and have had terrible service 
from the Shaw Post Office for about 
the past four months. 

The first sign was when I came 
home and there was mail scattered all 
over my front lawn (it was thrown in 
the box so hard that it came out the 
other end). I called the postmaster, 
and he said that the carrier had a 
doctor’s appointment and must have 
been in a hurry. 

We have lived here for nine years, 
and there has never been a day, until 
about four months ago, when we 
didn’t receive a bill, magazine or cat-
alog. 

I know we’re not getting regular 
service because I leave mail in my 
box with the red flag up for pickup, 
and if  they are delivering, they would 
see the flag and pick it up. Addition-
ally, on two separate days this week 
alone we received mail that belonged 

to someone from Manning and some-
one from Sumter. 

Delivery was worse in December. I 
called the postmaster again and was 
told that since it was Christmas, their 
volume was up and they couldn’t 
force the carriers to deliver after 
dark because they might hit someone. 
REALLY? 

I wouldn’t want to work at the post 
office in December, but isn’t that 
their job, and shouldn’t they be pre-
pared for it? 

Although I know there are many 
dedicated, hardworking carriers, it’s 
very frustrating when something you 
depend on like the U.S. Postal Service 
just doesn’t regularly deliver and 
they hold the monopoly on mail ser-
vice. 

Whatever happened to their slogan, 
“Neither snow nor rain nor heat nor 
gloom of  night stays these couriers 
from the swift completion of  their ap-
pointed rounds?” I don’t know if  the 
problem is the carriers or manage-
ment, but maybe there’s a swamp at 
the post office that needs to be 
drained, too. 

COLLEEN HAKOLA
Sumter

LETTER TO THE EDITOR



HAVE YOU TAKEN PICTURES OF INTERESTING, EXCITING, BEAUTIFUL OR HISTORICAL PLACES? Would you like 
to share those images with your fellow Sumter Item readers? E-mail your hi-resolution jpegs to sandra@theitem.com, or mail to 
Sandra Holbert c/o The Sumter Item, P.O. Box 1677, Sumter, SC 29150. Include clearly printed or typed name of photographer 
and photo details. Include a self-addressed, stamped envelope for return of your photo. Amateur photographers only please. 
Photos of poor reproduction quality may not publish. With the exception of pictures that are of a timely nature, submitted 
photos will publish in the order in which they are received.

PICTURES FROM THE PUBLIC

WEATHER

TODAY’S 
SOUTH 
CAROLINA 
WEATHER
Temperatures shown on map are 
today’s highs and tonight’s lows.

LOCAL ALMANAC

NATIONAL CITIES REGIONAL CITIES

LAKE LEVELS SUN AND MOON

TIDESRIVER STAGES

Temperature

Precipitation

  Full 7 a.m. 24-hr
Lake pool yest. chg

  Flood 7 a.m. 24-hr
River stage yest. chg AT MYRTLE BEACH

 High Ht. Low Ht.

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/WCity Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W

Weather(W): s–sunny, pc–partly cloudy, c–cloudy, sh–showers, t–thunderstorms, r–rain, sf–snow fl urries, sn–snow, i–ice

AccuWeather® fi ve-day forecast for Sumter

Spartanburg
Greenville

Gaff ney

Columbia

Bishopville
Florence

Myrtle
Beach

Sumter

Manning

Charleston

Aiken

Forecasts and graphics provided by 
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2018

TODAY

Plenty of sunshine

56°

MONDAY

Mostly sunny

61° / 30°

N 7-14 mph

Chance of rain: 5%

SUNDAY

Occasional rain

67° / 41°

S 4-8 mph

Chance of rain: 70%

SATURDAY

Times of clouds and 
sun

66° / 53°

ESE 4-8 mph

Chance of rain: 5%

FRIDAY

Partly sunny and 
pleasant

61° / 40°

E 4-8 mph

Chance of rain: 0%

TONIGHT

Clear and cold

28°

VAR 2-4 mph

Chance of rain: 0%

NNE 4-8 mph

Chance of rain: 0%

High   58°
Low   37°
Normal high   55°
Normal low   33°
Record high   80° in 1974
Record low   12° in 2003

24 hrs ending 2 p.m. yest.   0.00"
Month to date   0.92"
Normal month to date   3.09"
Year to date   0.92"
Last year to date   4.51"
Normal year to date   3.09"

SUMTER THROUGH 2 P.M. YESTERDAY

Murray 360 353.95 +0.04
Marion 76.8 73.39 +0.08
Moultrie 75.5 73.57 +0.25
Wateree 100 97.07 +0.31

Black River 12 7.27 -0.16
Congaree River 19 3.60 -0.60
Lynches River 14 5.28 -0.05
Saluda River 14 3.79 +1.29
Up. Santee River 80 75.94 +0.42
Wateree River 24 7.86 +2.69

Sunrise 7:23 a.m. Sunset  5:45 p.m.
Moonrise 12:31 p.m. Moonset 1:04 a.m.

Full Last

Jan. 31 Feb. 7

New First

Feb. 15 Feb. 23

Today 2:26 a.m. 2.8 9:37 a.m. 0.3
 2:55 p.m. 2.6 9:59 p.m. -0.1
Fri. 3:32 a.m. 3.0 10:48 a.m. 0.2
 4:03 p.m. 2.6 11:02 p.m. -0.3

Asheville 50/26/s 52/32/pc
Athens 58/29/s 59/40/pc
Augusta 59/27/s 63/43/pc
Beaufort 58/36/s 63/48/pc
Cape Hatteras 43/34/s 47/43/s
Charleston 58/37/s 63/49/pc
Charlotte 53/29/s 58/36/pc
Clemson 55/32/s 57/40/pc
Columbia 58/29/s 62/41/pc
Darlington 54/28/s 60/37/pc
Elizabeth City 47/28/s 51/35/s
Elizabethtown 52/27/s 59/36/s
Fayetteville 53/29/s 59/36/s

Florence 54/29/s 60/39/pc
Gainesville 62/41/pc 67/54/pc
Gastonia 54/28/s 58/36/pc
Goldsboro 51/28/s 58/35/s
Goose Creek 57/33/s 63/47/pc
Greensboro 49/28/s 55/33/s
Greenville 55/30/s 57/37/pc
Hickory 51/28/s 55/32/s
Hilton Head 56/39/s 61/50/pc
Jacksonville, FL 59/43/s 64/55/pc
La Grange 60/33/s 61/46/pc
Macon 61/31/s 63/47/pc
Marietta 55/31/s 56/41/pc

Marion 53/25/s 55/30/s
Mt. Pleasant 56/38/s 62/50/pc
Myrtle Beach 53/34/s 57/44/s
Orangeburg 56/29/s 61/41/pc
Port Royal 55/38/s 59/49/pc
Raleigh 49/28/s 56/32/s
Rock Hill 54/28/s 59/36/pc
Rockingham 53/26/s 58/34/s
Savannah 59/38/s 63/50/pc
Spartanburg 54/30/s 57/37/pc
Summerville 57/32/s 63/45/pc
Wilmington 53/31/s 57/40/s
Winston-Salem 49/28/s 55/34/s

 Today Fri.  Today Fri.  Today Fri.

Atlanta 57/34/s 58/44/pc
Chicago 43/34/pc 53/40/pc
Dallas 67/49/s 63/58/c
Detroit 37/28/pc 47/41/pc
Houston 64/49/pc 66/56/c
Los Angeles 63/47/pc 66/46/s
New Orleans 59/46/s 67/57/c
New York 34/23/s 39/32/s
Orlando 67/53/pc 69/60/pc
Philadelphia 38/23/s 44/32/s
Phoenix 75/47/s 69/44/s
San Francisco 54/44/sh 54/43/pc
Wash., DC 44/28/s 51/38/s

 Today Fri.

IN THE MOUNTAINS

Today: Plenty of sun. Winds south-south-
west 3-6 mph. Clear.
Friday: Clouds and sun. Winds becoming 
east-southeast 4-8 mph.

ON THE COAST

Today: Plenty of sunshine. High 52 to 58.
Friday: Partly sunny. High 56 to 63.

54/30
55/30

53/27

58/29

55/27
54/29

53/34

56/28

56/28

58/37

57/27

DOWNLOAD 
THE APP TODAY

Donate blood today at Grace Baptist 
Church

PUBLIC AGENDA

ARIES (March 
21-April 19): 
What you do 
for others 
might not be 
appreciated. 

Don’t let anyone take you for 
granted. Take care of your 
responsibilities before you invest 
your time in helping others. Don’t 
let an emotional matter interfere 
with your responsibilities.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Keep 
moving forward. Refuse to let 
anyone interfere with your progress. 
Set your goal and don’t stop until 
you reach your destination. Refuse 
to let emotional issues lead to 
indulgent behavior. Protect and 
nurture important relationships.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Deal 
with money, legal and medical 
matters realistically. Have a plan in 
place and only share it with people 
who are dependable. There is 
money to be made if you are smart 
with your investments. Moderation 
is encouraged. Simplify your life.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Strike up 
a friendship with someone who has 
something to offer you in return. A 
partnership will give you more time 
to dedicate to what you do best. 
Taking time to rejuvenate will be 
necessary. Don’t abuse your health.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Moderation 
will be necessary. Keep your life 
simple and uncomplicated. Strive 
for personal growth, greater 
understanding and meaningful 
interactions with others. Say “no” to 
excessive behavior and verbal 
abuse.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): You can 
pick up valuable information if you 
participate in networking functions, 
conferences or classes. Adding to 
your knowledge, skills and 
experience will result in unusual 
opportunities. Avoid donating or 
investing in something you know 

little about.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): You’ll be 
offered something that sounds 
good in theory, but is likely to fall 
short when put into play. You are 
better off investing more time and 
energy into perfecting your skills 
and adding to your qualifications.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): You’ll 
avoid a scene if you deal with work 
or personal relationship matters in a 
diplomatic manner. Emotional 
stress will lead to ill health and 
personal loss if you aren’t careful. 
Try to avoid being used or taken for 
granted.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
You’ll have the discipline to get 
things done. Pull out your to-do list 
and start at the top. The more 
organized you are, the better you 
will feel and the more you will be 
able to accomplish throughout the 
day.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): You’ll 
be able to make positive changes. 
Partnerships are favored, and 
working alongside like-minded 
people will encourage success. The 
cause of emotional stress should be 
handled quickly. Walk away from 
toxic situations.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Help 
those close to you. Remember that 
charity begins at home and you 
need to protect those you love. 
Communication and travel will lead 
to knowledge and clear choices. 
Your intuition will not disappoint 
you or lead you astray.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Take 
care of your physical and emotional 
health. Listen to expert advice and 
find ways to alter your routine to 
accommodate better dietary habits 
and required exercise. A unique 
opportunity can turn into a 
prosperous venture. Protect your 
secrets and personal information.

SUMTER COUNTY DEVELOPMENT BOARD
Today, 7:30 a.m., Greater Sumter Chamber of Commerce boardroom, 
32 E. Calhoun St.
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The last word 
in astrology
EUGENIA LAST

AROUND TOWN
The American Red Cross is 
issuing an urgent call for 
blood and platelet donors. 
Severe winter weather has 
more than doubled the 
number of cancelled blood 
drives and the resulting 
blood and platelet dona-
tion shortfall. In South 
Carolina, winter weather 
conditions during the 
month of January have led 
to 25 blood drives being 
cancelled. Schedule your 
donation appointment by 
using the free Blood Donor 
App, by visiting www.red-
crossblood.org or by call-
ing 1-800-RED CROSS (1-
800-733-2767). Help save a 
life by participating in one 
of the following American 
Red Cross blood donation 
opportunities: 2-7 p.m. 
today, Grace Baptist 
Church, 219 W. Calhoun 
St.; 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 3, St. Francis Xavier 
High School, 15 School St.; 
7:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Tues-
day, Feb. 6, YMCA of Sum-
ter, 510 Miller Road; and 
8:45 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 14, Lake-
wood High School, 350 Old 
Manning Road.
“Saturday Morning Coffee 
with the Judge” will be held 
from 9 a.m. until noon on 
Saturday, Jan. 27, at Trinity 
Missionary Baptist 
Church, 155 Wall St. This 
free seminar will help at-
tendees learn about es-
tate planning. Featured 
topics include use of wills 
to pass assets to heirs 
and beneficiaries; burial 
policies / insurance poli-
cies; and burial plots. Re-
freshments provided and 
door prizes to include 
preparation of Last Will 
and Testament. Call the 
church office at (803) 775-
4041 to register for the 
event. 
Scholarship Bootcamp: Man-
ning High School Edition will 
be held 9 a.m.-noon on 
Saturday, Jan. 27, in the 
lecture hall of Manning 
High School, 2155 Paxville 
Highway, Manning. Servic-
es will include essay writ-
ing assistance, assistance 
in completing scholarship 
packets, college resumé 
assistance and institution-
al scholarship search. Stu-
dents need to sign up by 
speaking with a counselor 
in the guidance office.
The Sumter County Demo-
crats will host its 2018 Pre-
cinct Reorganization at 10 
a.m. on Saturday, Jan. 27, 
at the Sumter County Judi-
cial Center, 215 N. Harvin 

St., in the jury meeting 
room on the first floor. All 
local Democrats are en-
couraged to attend to 
elect precinct leaders to 
serve the county party. 
Contact Allen Bailey at 
(803) 316-1976 or sumter-
democratssc@gmail.com.
American Legion Auxiliary 
Unit 202 will meet from 1 to 
2 p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 
27, at 310 Palmetto St. Call 
Barbara at (803) 607-3910.
The Sumter County Historical 
Society will meet at 3 p.m. 
on Sunday, Jan. 28, at 
Temple Sinai, Church 
Street. Elizabeth Moses, of 
the Sumter County Muse-
um, will present an update 
on the partnership of the 
temple and the museum 
along with providing in-
sight into the history of 
the temple and the plans 
for the future. 
VFW Post 10813 will hold a 
“4th Sunday Wine & Cheese 
Affair” from 5 to 9 p.m. on 
Sunday, Jan. 28, at 610 
Manning Ave. Come and 
support our veterans and 
families programs.
The Network Organization of 
Women will host a free legal 
workshop with South Caroli-
na Legal Aide Services 1-3 
p.m. on Wednesday, Jan. 
31, at the Sumter County 
Library, 111 N. Harvin St. 
Featured topics will in-
clude landlord and tenant, 
foreclosure, probate and 
family law (divorce, custo-
dy, foster care, etc.). Pre-
registration before Jan. 29 
is required either online at 
www.yournowonlinehelp.
org or by calling toll free 
(866) 376-4767.
The Lee County Branch of the 
NAACP will sponsor its annu-
al Freedom Fund Banquet at 
6 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 3, 
at the Lee Central High 
School cafeteria, 1800 Wi-
sacky Highway, Bishop-
ville. Retired Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Police De-
partment Detective Garry 
McFadden, of Investiga-
tion Discovery’s “I Am Ho-
micide,” will speak. Tick-
ets for the event are $25 
and must be purchased in 
advance from a commit-
tee member. For addition-
al information, email 
nasia500@yahoo.com.
The Lincoln High School 
Class of 1964 will meet at 
11 a.m. on Monday, Feb. 5, 
at the Historic Lincoln 
Center conference room, 
20 Council St. For addition-
al information, call (803) 
773-3804 or (808) 775-9660.

Sterling Boyd shares a photo he took of the Church of the Transfiguration on Kizhi Island on Lake Onega 
in Russia. The church was built in 1714 and is a UNESCO World Heritage site. The church is constructed en-
tirely of wood without the use of a single nail.
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GAINESVILLE, Fla. 
(AP) — Wesley Myers 
scored a season-high 22 
points, Chris Silva added 
a double-double and 
South Carolina upset No. 
20 Florida 77-72 on 
Wednesday night.

Silva finished with 18 
points and 12 rebounds 
for the Gamecocks, who 
won the Elite Eight re-
match from last year’s 
NCAA Tournament.

South Carolina 
knocked off  the Gators in 
that one thanks to 42 
points in the paint. Coach 
Frank Martin’s team won 
this one from the 3-point 
line.

The Gamecocks (13-7, 
4-4 Southeastern Con-
ference) hit 11 of  21 
shots from beyond the 
arc, matching their 
most 3s all season. 
Myers was 5 of  7 from 
3-point range, taking ad-
vantage of  the league’s 
worst team at defending 
the 3.

The Gators (14-6, 6-2) 
led by 11 in the first 
half  and were up 48-39 
early in the second. But 
they had no answer for 

Myers outside and Silva 
down low.

Frank Booker sealed 
the victory by hitting four 
free throws in the final 40 
seconds.

Florida won eight of  its 
previous nine games to 
return to the rankings for 
the first time in more 
than a month.

Egor Koulechov and 
Jalen Hudson led Florida 

with 16 points apiece. 
KeVaughn Allen added 
15 for the Gators, who 
shot 6 of  23 from 3-point 
range.

Florida had a great 
chance to tie the game 

with two minutes to play, 
but teammates turned 
the ball over while fight-
ing for a rebound. Silva 
sank a jumper a few sec-
onds later to make it 73-
68.
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PRO BASEBALLCOMMENTARY
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LEFT: Spartanburg Day’s Zion Williamson (12) flies in for a shot over Christian Academy’s Jaylen Matthews (12) during last year’s SCISA 
2A state basketball tournament at the Sumter County Civic Center. Williamson and the Griffins won the title. RIGHT: Williamson winds 
up for a monster dunk, a scene sure to repeat itself at this year’s tournament, which gets underway on Feb. 16.

If he only plays 1 year at Duke, could Zion 
have had greater impact at a state school?

To Duke or not to Duke?

First things first. 
This is not written in any 

way to denigrate Zion William-
son for his decision to play col-

lege basketball at Duke University. The 
6-foot-6-inch phenom from Spartan-
burg Day School laid out his reasons 
for going to arguably the best program 
in the country for the past four decades 
in eloquent fashion.

While it hurt instate college basketball 
fans that he turned down both South 
Carolina and Clemson – especially the 
Tiger fans who had heard from most of  
the recruiting pundits that Clemson 
would be his choice -- he isn’t the first 
big-time instate recruit to do so and he 

certainly won’t be the 
last. In reality, he owes 
nothing to those 
schools and he spoke 
highly of both of them 
in their recruitment of  
him. His choice came 
about more because of  
Duke being Duke than 
anything USC or Clem-
son did wrong.

Which brings me to 
the point of  this column.

If  I were in Williamson’s shoes and 
facing the same circumstances, I don’t 
think I would have gone to a blue blood 
program like Duke or Kentucky. Thank 

goodness though that Williamson 
chose Duke over UK.

When you’re predicted to be a one-
and-done college player before moving 
on to the National Basketball Associa-
tion, a player is going to have to have a 
tremendous impact to be remembered 
among the greats at a program with a 
pedigree like Duke’s. That doesn’t 
mean Williamson will not go down as 
one of  the all-time greats at Duke, but 
there is a lot of  greatness to which he 
will be compared, starting with the 
other three top 10 players in his re-
cruiting class.

Dennis
Brunson

SEE ZION, PAGE B2

USC WOMEN’S BASKETBALLUSC MEN’S BASKETBALL

AP FILE PHOTO

A’ja Wilson is back in the lineup for ninth-
ranked South Carolina after missing a few 
games with a sprained ankle, and just in time 
as the Gamecocks prepare for one of their 
most challenging stretches of the season.

USC women getting 
healthy at right time

COLUMBIA (AP) — South Carolina is 
getting healthier — and at exactly the right 
time for the defending national champions.

The ninth-ranked Gamecocks (16-3, 5-2 
Southeastern Conference) have been 
snake-bit by injuries at times this season, 
including earlier this month when All-
American forward A’ja Wilson missed 
two games — including an 86-70 loss to 
No. 10 Tennessee on Jan. 14 — with a 
sprained right ankle.

SEE WILSON, PAGE B2

Chipper Jones, 
3 others elected 
to baseball’s 
Hall of Fame

NEW YORK — Chipper 
Jones, Jim Thome, Vladimir 
Guerrero and Trevor Hoffman 
were elected to the baseball 
Hall of  Fame.

Designated hitter Edgar 
Martinez came close after a 
grass-roots campaign to 
boost him. Barry Bonds and 
Roger Clemens, both tainted 
by the steroids scandal, 
edged up but again fell far 
short.

Jones and Thome made it 54 
players elected in their first 

year of  eligibility 
by members of  
the Baseball Writ-
ers’ Association 
of  America. 
Jones drew 97.2 
percent (410 of  
422) in results an-
nounced Wednes-
day, and Thome 
was at 89.8 per-
cent.

“It was water-
works,” Jones 
said after hearing 
the vote.

Jones was an 
eight-time All-
Star third base-
man for the At-
lanta Braves. The 
switch-hitter bat-
ted .303 with 468 
home runs.

Jones was a 
force for most of  
the Atlanta teams 
that won 14 
straight division 
titles — his elec-
tion puts another 
member of  those 
Braves clubs in 
Cooperstown, 
along with pitch-

ers John Smoltz, Tom Glavine 
and Greg Maddux, manager 
Bobby Cox and general man-
ager John Schuerholz.

Thome hit 612 home runs, 
putting him eighth on the ca-
reer list. The five-time All-Star 
played mostly for the Cleve-
land Indians.

Guerrero was elected in his 
second try, getting 92.9 per-
cent. The nine-time All-Star 

BY BEN WALKER
The Associated Press

JONES

THOME

GUERRERO

HOFFMAN

SEE FAME, PAGE B2

Gamecocks rain 3s, drop  Gators 77-72

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

South Carolina’s David Beatty (0) dribbles against Florida’s 
Jalen Hudson (3) during the Gamecocks’ 77-72 victory on 
Wednesday in Gainesville, Florida.

SOUTH CAROLINA 77
NO. 20 FLORIDA 72

SOUTH CAROLINA (13-7)
Kotsar 3-6 2-2 9, Silva 5-9 8-9 
18, Minaya 2-5 0-0 6, Myers 
8-15 1-2 22, Hinson 3-6 0-0 8, 
Haase 1-4 3-4 5, Cudd 0-0 0-0 
0, Gueye 0-0 0-0 0, Booker 1-3 
4-4 7, Gravett 1-4 0-1 2, Beatty 
0-3 0-0 0. Totals 24-55 18-22 
77.

FLORIDA (14-6)
Stone 1-3 0-2 2, Hayes 2-5 0-0 
4, Koulechov 6-11 3-3 16, 
Allen 5-15 2-3 15, Chiozza 2-7 
6-6 10, Bassett 2-2 5-7 9, Gak 
0-1 0-0 0, Ballard 0-0 0-0 0, 
Okauru 0-0 0-0 0, Hudson 6-12 
2-2 16. Totals 24-56 18-23 72.

Halftime_South Carolina 39-
37. 3-Point Goals_South Car-
olina 11-21 (Myers 5-7, Mina-
ya 2-3, Hinson 2-4, Kotsar 1-1, 
Booker 1-2, Gravett 0-1, Be-
atty 0-1, Haase 0-2), Florida 
6-23 (Allen 3-9, Hudson 2-6, 
Koulechov 1-4, Stone 0-2, Chi-
ozza 0-2). Fouled Out_None. 
Rebounds_South Carolina 29 
(Silva 12), Florida 27 (Kou-
lechov 8). Assists_South Car-
olina 14 (Kotsar, Myers 4), 
Florida 10 (Chiozza 8). Total 
Fouls_South Carolina 19, 
Florida 17. A_10,550 (10,133).

BY MARK LONG
AP Sports Writer
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TV, RADIO
TODAY
6 a.m. — Professional Tennis: Australian Open Men’s 
and Women’s Singles Semifinal Matches from 
Melbourne, Australia (TENNIS).
6:30 a.m. — Professional Golf: European PGA Tour 
Omega Dubai Desert Classic First Round from 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates (GOLF).
11:30 a.m. — LPGA Golf: Pure Silk Bahamas LPGA 
Classic First Round from Paradise Island, Bahamas 
(GOLF).
Noon — Figure Skating: Four Continents 
Championships from Taipei City, Taiwan — Free 
Dance Competition (NBC SPORTS NETWORK).
1 p.m. — Professional Tennis: Australian Open Men’s 
Singles Semifinal Match from Melbourne, Australia 
(ESPN2).
1 p.m. — College Football: Senior Bowl Practice from 
Mobile, Ala. (NFL NETWORK).
1:30 p.m. — College Football: Senior Bowl Practice 
from Mobile, Ala. (ESPNU).
2 p.m. — Figure Skating: Four Continents 
Championships from Taipei City, Taiwan — Men’s 
Short Program (NBC SPORTS NETWORK).
3 p.m. — PGA Golf: Farmers Insurance Open First 
Round from La Jolla, Calif. (GOLF).
3 p.m. — College Football: Senior Bowl Practice from 
Mobile, Ala. (NFL NETWORK).
4 p.m. — College Football: Senior Bowl Practice from 
Mobile, Ala. (ESPNU).
5 p.m. — Professional Tennis: Australian Open Men’s 
and Women’s Semifinal Matches from Melbourne, 
Australia (TENNIS).
6:05 p.m. — Talk Show: Sports Talk (WDXY-FM 105.9, 
WDXY-AM 1240).
6:30 p.m. — Women’s College Basketball: Arkansas 
at South Carolina (SEC NETWORK, WNKT-FM 107.5).
7 p.m. — College Basketball: Southern Methodist at 
Connecticut (CBS SPORTS NETWORK).
7 p.m. — College Basketball: Michigan at Purdue 
(ESPN).
7 p.m. — Women’s College Basketball: Teas at Baylor 
(ESPN2).
7 p.m. — College Basketball: Morehead State at 
Murray State (ESPNU).
7 p.m. — Women’s College Basketball: North 
Carolina State at Wake Forest (FOX SPORTSOUTH).
7:30 p.m. — NHL Hockey: Chicago at Detroit (NBC 
SPORTS NETWORK).
7:30 p.m. — NHL Hockey: Carolina at Montreal (FOX 
SPORTS SOUTHEAST).
7:30 p.m. — College Basketball: Texas (San Antonio) 
at Middle Tennessee State (SPECTRUM 1250).
8 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Washington at Oklahoma 
City (TNT).
8:30 p.m. — College Basketball: Colorado at Arizona 
(FOX SPORTS 1).
8:30 p.m. — Women’s College Basketball: Florida at 
Mississippi State (SEC NETWORK).
9 p.m. — Women’s College Basketball: St. Mary’s 
(Calif.) at Brigham Young (BYUTV).
9 p.m. — College Basketball: LIU (Brooklyn) at Mount 
St. Mary’s (CBS SPORTS NETWORK).
9 p.m. — NFL Football: Pro Bowl Skills Showdown 
from Orlando, Fla. (ESPN).
9 p.m. — College Basketball: Central Florida at 
Wichita State (ESPN2).
9 p.m. — College Basketball: South Florida at Tulane 
(ESPNU).
10:30 p.m. — College Basketball: California at UCLA 
(FOX SPORTS 1).
10:30 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Minnesota at Golden 
State (TNT).
11 p.m. — College Basketball: Brigham Young at St. 
Mary’s (Calif.) (ESPN2).
11 p.m. — College Basketball: Gonzaga at Portland 
(ESPNU).
11 p.m. — Professional Tennis: Australian Open 
Mixed Doubles Semifinal Matches and Women’s 
Doubles Championship Match from Melbourne, 
Australia (TENNIS).
3:30 a p.m. — Professional Tennis: Australian Open 
Men’s Singles Semifinal Match from Melbourne, 
Australia (ESPN2).
3:30 a.m. — Professional Golf: European PGA Tour 
Omega Dubai Desert Classic Second Round from 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates (GOLF).

PREP SCHEDULE
TODAY

Junior Varsity Basketball
Lakewood at Darlington, 6 p.m.
Lee Central at North Central, 6 p.m.

B Team Basketball
Wilson Hall at Trinity-Byrnes, 6 p.m.
Thomas Sumter at Dillon Christian, 4 p.m.

Middle School Basketball
Hillcrest at Alice Drive, 5 p.m.
Chestnut Oaks at Bates, 5 p.m. 
Furman at Ebenezer, 5 p.m.
Manning at Mayewood, 5 p.m.
Lee Central at C.E. Murray, 5:30 p.m.

Varsity Bowling
Wilson Hall, Laurence Manning, Thomas Sumter, 
Robert E. Lee in SCISA Individual State Tournament 
(at Gamecock Lanes), 5:30 p.m.

FRIDAY

Varsity Basketball
Crestwood at Camden, 6 p.m.
Darlington at Lakewood, 6 p.m.
North Central at Lee Central, 6 p.m.
East Clarendon at Hannah-Pamplico, 6 p.m.

Varsity and JV Basketball
West Florence at Sumter (Boys Only), 6 p.m.
Sumter at West Florence (Girls Only), 6 p.m.
Lake Marion at Manning, 4:30 p.m.
Wilson Hall at Florence Christian, 4 p.m.
Orangeburg Prep at Laurence Manning, 4 p.m.
Williamsburg at Thomas Sumter, 4 p.m.
Northside Christian at Robert E. Lee, 4 p.m.
Sumter Christian at Step of Faith Christian, 4 p.m.

Junior Varsity Basketball
Hannah-Pamplico at East Clarendon, 5:30 p.m.

B Team Basketball
Williamsburg at Thomas Sumter, 5 p.m.

SATURDAY

Varsity and JV Basketball
Camden Military at Thomas Sumter (Boys Only), 
4:30 p.m.
Augusta Prep at Thomas Sumter (Girls Only), 2 p.m.

Junior Varsity Basketball
Sumter, Crestwood in Sumter JV-B Team 
Invitational, TBA

B Team Basketball
Sumter in Sumter JV-B Team Invitational, TBA

Varsity Wrestling
Sumter in Region VI-5A Tournament (at Socastee 
High School), 10 a.m.

NFL PLAYOFFS

WILD-CARD PLAYOFFS

Saturday, Jan. 6
Tennessee 22, Kansas City 21
Atlanta 26, Los Angeles Rams 13

Sunday, Jan. 7
Jacksonville 10, Buffalo 3
New Orleans 31, Carolina 26

DIVISIONAL PLAYOFFs

Saturday, Jan. 13
Philadelphia 15, Atlanta 10
New England 35, Tennessee 14

Sunday, Jan. 14
Jacksonville 45, Pittsburgh 42
Minnesota 29, New Orleans 24

CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIPS

Sunday, Jan. 21

AFC
New England 24, Jacksonville 20

NFC
Philadelphia 38, Minnesota 7

PRO BOWL
Sunday, Jan. 28
At Orlando, Fla.
AFC vs. NFC, 3 p.m. (ESPN/ABC)

SUPER BOWL
Sunday, Feb. 4
At Minneapolis
New England vs. Philadelphia, 6:30 p.m. (NBC)

NBA STANDINGS
EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
Boston 34 14 .708 —
Toronto 31 14 .689 1½
Philadelphia 22 21 .512 9½
New York 21 27 .438 13
Brooklyn 18 30 .375 16

Southeast Division

 W L Pct GB
Miami 27 20 .574 —
Washington 26 21 .553 1
Charlotte 19 26 .422 7
Atlanta 14 32 .304 12½
Orlando 14 33 .298 13

Central Division

 W L Pct GB
Cleveland 27 19 .587 —
Indiana 25 22 .532 2½
Milwaukee 24 22 .522 3
Detroit 22 23 .489 4½
Chicago 18 29 .383 9½

WESTERN CONFERENCE

Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
Houston 33 12 .733 —
San Antonio 31 18 .633 4
New Orleans 25 21 .543 8½
Memphis 17 29 .370 16½
Dallas 16 31 .340 18

Northwest Division

 W L Pct GB
Minnesota 31 18 .633 —
Oklahoma City 27 20 .574 3
Portland 25 22 .532 5
Denver 24 23 .511 6
Utah 19 28 .404 11

Pacific Division

 W L Pct GB
Golden State 38 10 .792 —
L.A. Clippers 23 23 .500 14
L.A. Lakers 18 29 .383 19½
Phoenix 17 30 .362 20½
Sacramento 14 33 .298 23½

TUESDAY
Sacramento 105, Orlando 99
Oklahoma City 109, Brooklyn 108
San Antonio 114, Cleveland 102
Golden State 123, New York 112
L.A. Lakers 108, Boston 107

WEDNESDAY
Chicago at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
New Orleans at Charlotte, 7 p.m.
Phoenix at Indiana, 7 p.m.
Utah at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Toronto at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
Houston at Dallas, 8 p.m.
San Antonio at Memphis, 8 p.m.
Minnesota at Portland, 10 p.m.
Boston at L.A. Clippers, 10:30 p.m.

TODAY
Sacramento at Miami, 7:30 p.m.
Washington at Oklahoma City, 8 p.m.
New York at Denver, 9 p.m.
Minnesota at Golden State, 10:30 p.m.

FRIDAY
Atlanta at Charlotte, 7 p.m.
Indiana at Cleveland, 7:30 p.m.
Utah at Toronto, 7:30 p.m.
Brooklyn at Milwaukee, 8 p.m.
Houston at New Orleans, 8 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at Memphis, 8 p.m.
L.A. Lakers at Chicago, 8 p.m.
Philadelphia at San Antonio, 8:30 p.m.
Portland at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
New York at Phoenix, 9 p.m.

SATURDAY
Oklahoma City at Detroit, 5 p.m.
Orlando at Indiana, 7 p.m.
Charlotte at Miami, 7:30 p.m.
Washington at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
Boston at Golden State, 8:30 p.m.
Brooklyn at Minnesota, 9 p.m.
Dallas at Denver, 9 p.m.

NHL STANDINGS
EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Tampa Bay 48 33 12 3 69 170 124
Boston 46 28 10 8 64 153 114
Toronto 49 26 18 5 57 155 143
Detroit 47 19 20 8 46 125 141
Montreal 48 20 22 6 46 124 150
Florida 46 19 21 6 44 130 154
Ottawa 46 15 22 9 39 122 163
Buffalo 48 13 26 9 35 110 163

Metropolitan Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Washington 48 28 15 5 61 146 136
New Jersey 47 24 15 8 56 144 143
Philadelphia 48 24 16 8 56 140 136
Columbus 48 26 19 3 55 129 136
Pittsburgh 50 26 21 3 55 145 150
N.Y. Rangers 49 24 20 5 53 147 146
N.Y. Islanders 49 24 20 5 53 170 179
Carolina 48 21 19 8 50 131 149

WESTERN CONFERENCE

Central Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Winnipeg 49 29 13 7 65 161 132
Nashville 46 28 11 7 63 142 123
St. Louis 50 29 18 3 61 145 129
Dallas 49 28 17 4 60 154 130
Colorado 47 27 17 3 57 156 136
Minnesota 48 26 17 5 57 141 134
Chicago 47 22 19 6 50 139 132

Pacific Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Vegas 47 32 11 4 68 163 126
San Jose 47 26 14 7 59 138 127
Calgary 47 25 16 6 56 133 129
Los Angeles 48 25 18 5 55 137 120
Anaheim 49 23 17 9 55 137 138
Edmonton 48 21 24 3 45 131 154
Vancouver 48 19 23 6 44 127 155
Arizona 49 12 28 9 33 117 170
NOTE: Two points for a win, one point for overtime 
loss. Top three teams in each division and two wild 
cards per conference advance to playoffs.

TUESDAY
Pittsburgh 3, Carolina 1
Boston 3, New Jersey 2
Philadelphia 3, Detroit 2, OT
Montreal 4, Colorado 2
St. Louis 3, Ottawa 0
Tampa Bay 4, Nashville 3, OT
Dallas 6, Florida 1
Buffalo 5, Edmonton 0
Vegas 6, Columbus 3
Anaheim 6, N.Y. Rangers 3
Vancouver 6, Los Angeles 2
Winnipeg 5, San Jose 4, OT

WEDNESDAY
Toronto at Chicago, 8 p.m.
Los Angeles at Calgary, 10 p.m.

TODAY
Tampa Bay at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
Minnesota at Pittsburgh, 7 p.m.
Nashville at New Jersey, 7 p.m.
Boston at Ottawa, 7:30 p.m.
Chicago at Detroit, 7:30 p.m.
Washington at Florida, 7:30 p.m.
Carolina at Montreal, 7:30 p.m.
Colorado at St. Louis, 8 p.m.
Toronto at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
Columbus at Arizona, 9 p.m.
Calgary at Edmonton, 9 p.m.
Buffalo at Vancouver, 10 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Vegas, 10 p.m.
Winnipeg at Anaheim, 10 p.m.
N.Y. Rangers at San Jose, 10:30 p.m.

COLLEGE BASKETBALL
MEN’S TOP 25 RESULTS

TUESDAY
1. Villanova (19-1) beat Providence 89-69. Next: at 
Marquette, Sunday.
2. Virginia (19-1) beat No. 18 Clemson 61-36. Next: 
at No. 4 Duke, Saturday.
3. Purdue (19-2) did not play. Next: vs. No. 25 
Michigan, Thursday.
4. Duke (18-2) beat Wake Forest 84-70. Next: vs. No. 
2 Virginia, Saturday.
5. Kansas (16-4) lost to No. 12 Oklahoma 85-80. 
Next: vs. Texas A&M, Saturday.
6. Michigan State (18-3) did not play. Next: vs. 
Wisconsin, Friday.
7. West Virginia (16-4) did not play. Next: vs. 
Kentucky, Saturday.
8. Xavier (18-3) did not play. Next: vs. Marquette, 
Wednesday.
9. Cincinnati (17-2) did not play. Next: vs. Temple, 
Wednesday.
10. North Carolina (16-5) did not play. Next: vs. N.C. 
State, Saturday.
11. Arizona (16-4) did not play. Next: vs. Colorado, 
Thursday.
12. Oklahoma (15-4) beat No. 5 Kansas 85-80. Next: 
at Alabama, Saturday.
13. Ohio State (18-4) did not play. Next: vs. Penn 
State, Thursday.
14. Texas Tech (16-4) beat Oklahoma State 75-70. 
Next: at South Carolina, Saturday.
15. Gonzaga (17-4) did not play. Next: at Portland, 
Thursday.
16. Saint Mary’s 19-2) did not play. Next: vs. BYU, 
Thursday.
17. Wichita State (15-4) did not play. Next: vs. UCF, 
Thursday.
18. Clemson (16-4) lost to No. 2 Virginia 61-36. Next: at 
Georgia Tech, Sunday.
19. Auburn (17-2) did not play. Next: at Missouri, 
Wednesday.
20. Florida (14-5) did not play. Next: vs. South 
Carolina, Wednesday.
21. Arizona State (15-4) did not play. Next: vs. Utah, 
Thursday.
22. Tennessee (14-5) beat Vanderbilt 67-62. Next: at 
Iowa State, Saturday.
23. Nevada (18-3) did not play. Next: at Wyoming, 
Wednesday.
24. Rhode Island (15-3) did not play. Next: at 
Fordham, Wednesday.
25. Michigan (17-5) did not play. Next: at No. 3 
Purdue, Thursday.

TRANSACTIONS
WEDNESDAY

MLB AMERICAN LEAGUE
DETROIT TIGERS — Agreed to terms with RHP Matt 
West, LHPs James Russell and Caleb Thielbar 
and INF Alexi Amarista on minor league 
contracts.
KANSAS CITY ROYALS — Agreed to terms with INF 
Ryan Goins on a minor league contract.
MINNESOTA TWINS — LHP Glen Perkins announced 
his retirement.
TEXAS RANGERS — Named Juan Leonel Garciga 
director/youth academy and youth baseball/
softball programs.

MLB NATIONAL LEAGUE
SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS — Designated SS Engelb 
Vielma for assignment.

SCOREBOARD

The real key to this 
thought process is William-
son’s projected one-and-do-
ne status. If  he had to re-
main in school for at least 
three years before entering 
the NBA, it would be a no-
brainer. Go to Duke, get that 
tremendous education and 
have a shot at winning a na-

tional title each year you are 
there.

However, since you’re 
going to have just one sea-
son of  college on your re-
sume, why not go to a 
school that if  you lead it on 
a deep NCAA tournament 
run or to a national title, 
what you did will be re-

membered not just by the 
fans of  that program but 
college fans in general?

That doesn’t mean you go 
that program arrogantly and 
proclaim to be The Show or 
anything of  the sort. In fact, 
based on the times I’ve heard 
Williamson speak and actu-
ally play basketball — not 
just putting on a dunking ex-
hibition — he is the pretty 
close to the opposite of  that.

Think about it though. If  
Williamson had selected 
Clemson or USC – or any 
other program where a play-
er of  his expected magnitude 
would have a tremendous af-
fect – and took it to the Final 
Four, he would be placed on 
a pedestal.

And that still may happen 
for him with the Blue Devils. 
Before any of  that takes 
place though, Sumterites 

need to prepare for his re-
turn to Sumter County Civic 
Center. The SCISA basket-
ball state tournament will 
begin on Feb. 16 and run 
through Feb. 24 and William-
son will likely be around for 
four games in the 2A portion 
of  the tournament like last 
year.

Duke or not, it will no 
doubt be quite the scene 
again.

ZION FROM PAGE B1

SPORTS ITEMS

South Carolina got a big lift last 
week when Wilson, who had worn a 
pink cast and rode a scooter to keep 
the ankle off  the ground, stepped back 
on the court against Kentucky last 
Sunday and had 26 points and eight 
rebounds off  the bench for a much 
needed victory.

Wilson will regain her starting 
spot Thursday night when the Game-
cocks play middle-of-the-pack Arkan-
sas (11-9, 2-5). After that, South Caro-
lina’s opponents ratchet up signifi-
cantly the next three games: at home 

against No. 11 Missouri and No. 1 
UConn, and then at SEC leader Mis-
sissippi State.

South Carolina coach Dawn Staley 
wasn’t sure how strongly Wilson 
would respond against Kentucky, 
given the tenderness of  her ankle just 
a few days earlier.

“Sometimes the games are a little 
bit harder,” Staley said. “You don’t 
move as quickly in practice. It was 
good to see how she played the first 
couple of  minutes under her belt. 
Once she was playing so well and feel-
ing so good, we extended the min-
utes.”

Wilson leads the SEC and is fifth na-

tionally at 23.9 points a game. She’s 
third in the SEC with 10.9 rebounds a 
game.

While Wilson is certainly the most 
important, she was not the only South 
Carolina bothered by injury.

Starting point guard Tyasha Har-
ris, who leads the SEC in assists, 
rolled her ankle badly against 
Vanderbilt a week ago before return-
ing against Kentucky. Mikiah Her-
bert-Harrigan, a 6-foot-2 sophomore, 
was Wilson’s replacement when the 
two-time defending SEC player of  the 
year could not go against Tennessee, 
hurt her knee in that game and has 
not played since.

Penn State graduate transfer Lind-
sey Spann, brought in to provide lead-
ership and 3-point shooting, continues 
her problems with a knee injury. She 
missed five games earlier in the sea-
son and left early against Vanderbilt 
last week with similar problems. 
Spann missed the Kentucky game and 
Staley said she’s likely to miss the 
next two contests before getting the 
green light to play.

Injuries are part of  the game, Staley 
said. “You just have to prep the other 
players, not to have them do what 
you’re missing, just to do what they 
can do. Play to their strengths,” Staley 
said.

WILSON FROM PAGE B1

slugger played half  his career with the 
Montreal Expos. The outfielder was a 
notorious bad-ball hitter, batting .318 
with 449 homers and 1,496 RBIs.

Hoffman was chosen in his third 
year, getting 79.9 percent after missing 
by just five votes last time. The former 
San Diego Padres closer had 601 saves, 
second to Mariano Rivera’s 652.

It took 75 percent for election, or 317 
votes. Martinez made a big move up to 
70.4 percent and fell 20 votes short. 
Mike Mussina climbed to 63.5 percent.

FAME FROM PAGE B1

Wilson Hall 3rd, 
REL 4th in SCISA 
bowling tourney

Wilson Hall placed third and Robert 
E. Lee Academy fourth in the girls di-
vision of  the SCISA Team Bowling 
Championships on Thursday, Jan. 18, 
at Gamecock Lanes.

Heathwood Hall won the state title 
with a 3-game score of  454. Cardinal 
Newman was second with 365 followed 
by Wilson Hall with 359 and REL with 
338.

The WH team included Hayley Du-
Bose, Lauryn Robello, Ashley Cran-
shaw, Emily Bell, Kelly Brady and 
Bridget Anderson.

The REL team included Santana 
Christmas, Kaitlyn Hancock, Caroline 
Johnson, Courtney King and Maddy 
Sims.

LEBRON JAMES BECOMES SEVENTH 
TO REACH 30,000 CAREER POINTS

SAN ANTONIO — LeBron James 
has joined the NBA’s 30,000-point club.

James became the seventh player 
with 30,000 career points when he hit a 
jumper with one second left in the 
first quarter of  the Cleveland Cava-
liers’ game against the San Antonio 
Spurs on Tuesday night.

James was recognized by the arena 
before the second quarter and got a 
standing ovation from Spurs fans. 
James patted his heard and said 
“thank you so much.”

James needed seven points Tuesday 
to get there. He missed his first two 
midrange jumpers before making two 
driving layups and a 20-footer. He hit 
the milestone jumper over Danny 
Green from 19 feet out.

FEDERER IN AUSTRALIAN OPEN 
SEMIFINAL AGAINST CHUNG

MELBOURNE, Australia — Roger 
Federer beat long-time rival Tomas 
Berdych to set up an Australian Open 
semifinal against Hyeon Chung, a 
champion of  the so-called Next Gener-
ation.

Defending champion Federer ex-
tended his winning streak to 14 in 
Australian Open quarterfinals and to 
nine in a personal duel with Berdych 
that dates to the 2004 Olympics. The 
19-time major winner wins that head-
to-head contest 20-6, including all five 
meetings at Melbourne Park.

The 36-year-old Swiss star overcame 
a shaky start, dropping his opening 
service game and uncharacteristically 
challenging the chair umpire because 
of  a technological fault, before winning 
7-6 (1), 6-3, 6-4 on Wednesday night.

“I had to get a bit lucky. A bit angry. 
A bit frustrating maybe at the um-
pire,” Federer said. “Anyway, glad to 
get out of  that first set. It was key to 
the match.”

From staff  and wire reports
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HARRY PECKO

The memorial service for 
Harry Pecko, who passed 

away on Dec. 12, 
2017, will be held 
at 11 a.m. on Sat-
urday at St. Jude 
Catholic Church, 
611 W. Oakland 
Ave. A private 
burial will fol-
low.

GEORGE SCOTT

Funeral services for George 
Scott will be held on Friday at 
Cedar Grove Missionary Bap-
tist Church, 1275 Oswego 

Highway / U.S. 
401 North, with 
the Rev. Daniel 
Bennett Jr., pas-
tor, and the Rev. 
Otis Scott Jr. as 
eulogist. Inter-
ment will follow 
at the Florence 
National Ceme-

tery in Florence. 
The public may view from 2 

to 7 p.m. today at Palmer Me-
morial Chapel, 304 S. Main 
St., Sumter. 

Mr. Scott will be placed in 
the church at 10 a.m. on Fri-
day for further viewing until 
the hour of  service.

Mr. Scott, 72, transitioned 
on Wednesday, Jan. 17, 2018, 
at Palmetto Health Tuomey. 

Born in Lynchburg, he was 
a son of  Florabell Scott and 
the late Lewis Fulwood and 
was raised by his late grand-
parents, Ed and Emma Green 
Scott. He was the husband of  
Elizabeth Scott and the family 
resides in Philadelphia. After 
serving his military tour of  
duty in the United States 
Army, he was employed by 
the Philadelphia Navy Ship-
yard. 

Mr. Scott was preceded in 
death by his oldest son, 
George Andrew Scott Jr., and 
brother, Randall Fulwood.

Survivors are his wife, Eliz-
abeth Scott of  Philadelphia; 
son, André L. Scott of  Phila-
delphia; mother, Florabell 
Fulwood of  Sumter; 10 grand-
children; four great-grand-
children; mother-in-law, Clara 
Pringle; a special aunt, Evelyn 
Levy, all of  Sumter; and a 
host of  nieces, nephews, cous-
ins, in-laws and friends. 

Condolences may be made 
on his tribute page found at 
www.PalmerMemorialChapel.
com.

Professional services ren-
dered by Palmer Memorial 
Chapel Inc. 

JOHN E. DINGLE SR.

FLORENCE — On Thurs-
day, Jan. 18, 2018, John Elliott 
“Honey” Dingle Sr., husband 
of  Ruth Davis Dingle, heard 
his master’s call at Carolinas 
Hospital System, Florence. 

 Born on Sept. 14, 1949, in 
Davis Station, he was a son of  
Susan Hilton Dingle and the 
late Washington Dingle Sr.

 Service of  remembrance 
will take place at noon today 
at Triumph the Church and 
Kingdom of  God in Christ, 
1285 Pearson Road, Davis Sta-
tion community, Manning, 
where the pastor, Pastor Elder 
Sampson Pearson, will pre-
side. Words of  hope will come 
from Pastor Leroy Dingle. 
Service of  committal will fol-
low at the Dingle family plot 
located in the Manning Ceme-
tery.

 The family is receiving rel-
atives and friends from 2 to 7 
p.m. at The Marion House, 
1079 Capital Way, Manning.

 Fleming & DeLaine Funer-
al Home and Chapel of  Man-
ning is in charge of  these ser-
vices. 

Online condolences for the 
family may be sent to www.
flemingdelaine.com or 
flemingdelaine@aol.com

BRENDA H. JOSLIN

Brenda Karen Hassell Jos-
lin, age 74, beloved wife of  
David Edward Joslin, died on 
Saturday, April 8, 2017.

A memorial service will be 
held at 3 p.m. on Saturday at 
the Salt and Light Church. 

You may go to www.bullock-
funeralhome.com and sign the 
family’s guest book.

The family has chosen Bull-
ock Funeral Home for the ar-
rangements. 

ROBERT E. MOYE SR.

Robert E. “Bob” Moye Sr., 
79, husband of  Margie Jea-
nette Moye, died on Tuesday, 
Jan. 23, 2018, at Palmetto 
Health Tuomey.

 Born in Chester, he was a 
son of  the late Fulton E. Moye 
Sr. and Louise Mitchell Moye. 

Bob was a member of  North-
side Baptist Church. He re-
tired from Sifco Mechanical. 
He enjoyed his Sunday school 
class, outdoor activities, work-
ing and watching NASCAR.

 He is survived by his wife 
of  54 years; four children, 
Robert E. Moye Jr. (Jennifer), 
Pamela Moye Cody (Paul) and 
Lynda Moye Welch (Tommy), 
all of  Sumter, and Robert E. 
“Bubba” Moye of  Rockford, Il-
linois; six grandchildren, Car-
men Logan, Jimmy Hughes, 
David Hughes, Stephen 
Springs, Brittney Moye and 
Zac Welch; four great-grand-
children, Brynleigh, Gauge, 
Payten and Huck; one brother, 
Joe Moye of  Summerton; and 
two sisters, Martha “Mickey” 
Rogers (Ray) and Helene 
“Bootsie” Dickerson (John), 
both of  Sumter.

 In addition to his parents, 
he was preceded in death by 
three brothers, Bill Moye, Em-
mett Moye Jr. and Michael 
Moye; and one sister, Flora 
Ardis.

 Special recognition to his 
dear friends, Rusty Brown 
and the Rev. Jimmy Holley, 
along with his two cousins, 
Ray Ardis Jr. and Carol Hous-
er, for the special bond you 
shared with Bob.

 Honorary pallbearers are 
members of  the Fellowship 
Sunday School Class and 
Allen Goff, David Croft, Deron 
Donohoo, Red Arrants and 
Sifco Employees.

 Visitation will be from 6 to 
8 p.m. today at Elmore-Can-
non-Stephens Funeral Home.

 Memorial service will be 
held at 3 p.m. on Friday at El-
more-Cannon-Stephens Fu-
neral Home chapel with the 
Rev. Jimmy Holley and the 
Rev. Jim Johnson officiating.

Elmore-Cannon-Stephens 
Funeral Home and Crematori-
um of  Sumter is in charge of  
the arrangements.

JERRY COKER

LYNCHBURG — James 
Jerry “Jim” Coker, age 62, 
died on Jan. 15, 2018, at his 
home after an illness.

Funeral services will be 
held at 3 p.m. on Friday at 
Pleasant Grove Baptist 
Church with burial at Friend-
ship Cemetery, directed by 
Floyd Funeral Home. The 
family will receive friends one 
hour prior to the service at 
the church.

Born in Clarendon County, 
he was a son of  Annette Cole-
man Coker and the late James 

Harley Coker. He was a U.S. 
Navy Vietnam veteran and 
was a retired U.S. mail carrier.

Surviving are his mother, 
Annette Coleman Coker of  
Lynchburg.

Memorials may be made to 
Friendship Cemetery c/o J. W. 
Altman, 2880 Shiloh Raccoon 
Road, Lynchburg, SC 29080.

Online condolences may be 
made at www.floydfuneral.
com

VERNELL FLOYD LESSEL

NEWPORT NEWS, Va. — 
Carolyn Vernell Floyd Lessel, 
69, wife of  James B. Lessel, 
died on Friday, Jan. 12, 2018, 
at the Naval Medical Center 
in Portsmouth, Virginia.

Born on July 26, 1948, in 
Sumter, she was a daughter of  
the late Charlie Don Floyd 
and Frances Maybelle Brax-
ton Floyd. She was a dental 
assistant for more than 30 
years and was of  the Baptist 
faith. Vernell was a giver. She 
touched thousands of  people’s 
lives, never met a stranger 
and would talk to anyone. 

Survivors include her hus-
band; three sisters, Ruby 
Floyd Garris, Anne Shore and 
Charlene Allen; aunts and un-
cles, Annette and Roe Griffin, 
Charles Braxton and Genlon 
Hanna; and her beloved dogs, 
Seven and Foxy.

A memorial service will be 
held at 10 a.m. on Saturday at 
Elmore-Cannon-Stephens Fu-
neral Home chapel with 
Jimmy Baker Jr. officiating.

Elmore-Cannon-Stephens 
Funeral Home and Crematori-
um of  Sumter is in charge of  
the arrangements.

SAMUEL T. GOODMAN

Samuel Thomas Goodman, 
56, departed this earthly life 
on Monday, Jan. 22, 2018, at 
Palmetto Health Tuomey. 

Born on Feb. 28, 1961, in 
Sumter County, he was a son 
of  the late Segars and Earline 
Grant Goodman. He received 
his education in the public 
schools of  Sumter County. He 
was employed by Daniels Con-
struction and Invista before 
his health declined.

His fondest memories will 
be cherished by his wife, 
Nancy Goodman of  the home; 
one son, Jason Thomas Good-
man; two grandchildren, Ne-
vaeh Joe and Jamiya Good-
man; eight stepchildren, Sher-
idan, Lola, Alexander, Latan-
ya, Kiana, Alonzo, Torris and 
Precious; four brothers, Fred-
die (Barbara), James (Janie), 

Carl (Renee) and John Good-
man; and two sisters, Earline 
Porter and Lilly Goodman, all 
of  Dalzell; two uncles, James 
Grant of  Newark, New Jersey, 
and Leroy Grant of  Dalzell; 
host of  nieces, nephews, in-
laws, other relatives and 
friends.

The family is receiving rela-
tives and friends at the home, 
2615 Yank Haven Drive, Sum-
ter.

Funeral services will be 
held at 11 a.m. on Friday at 
John Wesley Williams Sr. Me-
morial Chapel, Williams Fu-
neral Home Inc., 821 N. Main 
St., Sumter, with the Rev. 
Sammie Simmons officiating, 
eulogist.

The procession will leave at 
10:20 a.m. from the home.

Burial will be at Ebenezer 
Presbyterian Church Ceme-
tery.

Services directed by the 
management and staff  of  Wil-
liams Funeral Home Inc., 821 
N. Main St., Sumter. 

Online memorial messages 
may be sent to the family at 
williamsfuneralhome@sc.rr.
com. Visit us on the web at 
www.WilliamsFuneralHo-
meInc.com

LUCILLE F. WILSON

MANNING — Lucille Flem-
ing Wilson, 85, widow of  
Perry Wilson Jr., died on 
Wednesday, Jan. 24, 2018, at 
her residence. 

She was born on April 24, 
1932, in the Bloomville com-
munity of  Clarendon County, 
a daughter of  the late Sam 
and Emma Mouzon Fleming.

The family is receiving 
friends at her residence, 3279 
Home Branch Road, Manning.

These services have been 
entrusted to Samuels Funeral 
Home LLC of  Manning.

HENRY B. JACKSON

SUMMERTON — Henry 
Beaufort Jackson, 85, widower 
of  Fannie Black Jackson, died 
on Wednesday, Jan. 24, 2018, 
at his residence in Summer-
ton.

He was born on March 1, 
1932, in Clarendon County, to 
the late Molly Mae Stukes 
Jackson and Henry Jackson. 

The family is receiving 
friends at the home of  his 
brother, John Jackson, 1164 
Hall St., Summerton, SC 
29148.

Services have been entrust-
ed to the professional care of  
King-Fields Mortuary, Sum-
merton, (803) 485-5039.

OBITUARIES

PECKO

SCOTT

BOYS AREA ROUNDUP

Barons edge Generals 50-47
DALZELL — A low-scoring second 

quarter proved to be fatal for Thom-
as Sumter Academy’s varsity boys 
basketball team as it lost to Wilson 
Hall 50-47 on Tuesday at Edens Gym-
nasium.

The Barons improved to 8-8 on the 
season while the Generals slipped to 
7-7.

TSA led by five, 15-10, after one 
quarter but managed just four 
points in the second. Wilson Hall led 
21-19 at halftime and stretched the 
lead to five, 34-29, after three quar-
ters. TSA had its chances late as the 
Barons hit just 3 of  12 free throw at-
tempts in the final quarter, but the 
Generals came up just short in the 
end.

Both teams struggled with free-
throw shooting as Wilson Hall con-
nected on just 10 of  19 shots while 
TSA closed at an even 50 percent, hit-
ting on 5 of  10 shots.

Daulton Dabbs closed with 12 
points and Chandler Scott added 11 
for Wilson Hall while Eli Kessinger 
scored 13 to pace TSA.
HARTSVILLE 67
LAKEWOOD 65

HARTSVILLE — Lakewood High 
School suffered its first loss in Re-
gion VI-4A, falling to Hartsville 67-65 
on Tuesday at the HHS gymnasium.

Juwan Perdue had 20 points to lead 
the Gators, who fell to 12-9 overall 
and 3-1 in region play. Terrell Hous-
ton added 18 and Grant Singleton 14.

Lakewood will play host to Dar-
lington on Friday with first place in 
the region on the line.
LEE CENTRAL 56
CHESTERFIELD 40

CHESTERFIELD — Lee Central 
improved to 7-0 in Region IV-2A with 
a 56-40 victory over Chesterfield on 
Tuesday at the CHS gymnasium.

Amadric Mixon led the 15-3 Stal-
lions with 13 points. DaVeon Thomas 
and Treson Pringle each added nine 
points and Daequan Thomas added 
seven.

CLARENDON HALL 80
HOLLY HILL 61

SUMMERTON — Zyan Gilmore 
scored 33 points and grabbed nine 
rebounds to lead Clarendon Hall to 
an 80-61 victory over Holly Hill on 
Monday at the CH gymnasium.

Dylan Way added 15 points for the 
Saints, who improved to 8-1 in 
SCISA Region III-1A. Tyrese Mit-
chum added 11 and Kade Elliott had 
10.
EAST CLARENDON 52
GREEN SEA-FLOYDS 49

TURBEVILLE — East Clarendon 
High School defeated Green Sea-
Floyds 52-49 on Tuesday at the EC 
gymnasium.

Tyjhai Calvin led the Wolverines 
with 28 points. Jalen Bryant added 
10.

Shaq Johnson led GSF with 22.
GREEN SEA FLOYDS
Johnson 22, Campbell 10, Dixon 10, Gillard 4, 
Scott 1.

EAST CLARENDON
Calvin 28, Bryant 10, Fullard 5, Sherriod 9.

HANAHAN 53
MANNING 51

HANAHAN — Manning High 
School suffered its first loss in Re-
gion VII-3A with a 53-51 defeat at the 
hands of  Hanahan on Tuesday at the 
HHS gymnasium.

The Monarchs, who fell to 13-5 
overall and 3-1 in region play, led 18-9 
after one quarter. They trailed 22-20 
at halftime and 41-34 entering the 
fourth quarter.

JV BASKETBALL
CLARENDON HALL 31
HOLLY HILL 27

SUMMERTON — Clarendon Hall 
defeated Holly Hill 31-27 on Monday 
at the CH gymnasium.

Josh Black led the Saints with 11 
points and six rebounds. Jonathan 
McIntosh had nine points and Justin 
James had seven.

From staff  reports

East Clarendon cruises by GSF 64-30
GIRLS AREA ROUNDUP

TURBEVILLE — In a rematch of  
the 1A girls basketball lower state 
championship game last season, East 
Clarendon High School pounded 
Green Sea-Floyds 64-30 on Tuesday 
at the EC gymnasium.

Talaysia Cooper had a double-dou-
ble of  26 points and 12 rebounds to go 
with four steals and four blocked 
shots to lead the Lady Wolverines, 
who lost to GSF in overtime in the 
LS title game.

Caitlin Timmons had 12 points, 
six rebounds, five steals and six as-
sists for East Clarendon, which en-
tered the game ranked No. 2 in 1A, 
while Green Sea-Floyds was No. 1. 
Britini Anderson also had a double-
double of  10 points and 14 re-
bounds.

Tamara Jackson scored 15 points 
to lead GSF.
CRESTWOOD 66
LUGOFF-ELGIN 19

LUGOFF — Destinee Jamison and 
Jah’Che Whitfield combined for 41 
points to lead Crestwood High 
School’s varsity girls basketball 
team to a 66-19 victory over Lugoff-
Elgin on Tuesday at the L-E gymna-
sium.

Whitfield had a double-double of  
20 points and 10 rebounds for the 
Lady Knights, who improved to 15-2 
on the season and 5-0 in Region VI-
4A. She also had three steals. 
Jamison had 21 points and five 
steals.

Monijah Lewis added 10 points and 
Sedajah Rembert had eight points, 
five rebounds and four steals.
CONWAY 48
SUMTER 41

CONWAY — Sumter High School 
dropped its second straight game, 
falling to Conway 48-41 on Tuesday 
at the CHS gymnasium.

Nina Edlow led the Lady Game-
cocks, who are 11-5 overall and 3-2 in 
Region VI-5A, with 20 points. Carna-
sia Wells and Layken Cox both had 
six.

MANNING 57
HANAHAN 50

HANAHAN — Manning High 
School improved to 3-1 in Region VII-
3A with a 57-50 overtime victory over 
Hanahan on Tuesday at the HHS 
gymnasium.

Tajabreonca Dow led the 16-4 Lady 
Monarchs with 16 points. Myisha 
Smiling added 13 points and Ariyo-
nia Busby had 11.
HARTSVILLE 66
LAKEWOOD 60

HARTSVILLE — Lakewood High 
School fell to 1-3 in Region VI-5A 
with a 66-60 loss to Hartsville on 
Tuesday at the HHS gymnasium.

Ki’Ari Cain led the Lady Gators, 
who fell to 7-8 overall with 24 points. 
Rahteisha Burgess added 18.
HOLLY HILL 48
CLARENDON 27

SUMMERTON — Clarendon Hall 
fell to 2-7 in SCISA Region III-1A 
with a 48-27 loss to Holly Hill on 
Monday at the CH gymnasium.

Sydney Wells led the Lady Saints 
with a double-double of  14 points and 
12 rebounds.

JV BASKETBALL
WILSON HALL 27
THOMAS SUMTER 20

DALZELL — Thomas Sumter 
Academy lost to Wilson Hall 
27-20 on Tuesday at Edens Gym-
nasium.

Lindsay Daniel had a double-dou-
ble of  10 points and 10 rebounds to 
lead TSA. Karleigh Young had 12 re-
bounds, four points and six steals.
HOLLY HILL 31
CLARENDON HALL 13

SUMMERTON — Clarendon Hall 
lost to Holly Hill 31-13 on Monday at 
the CH gymnasium.

Sarah Henning led the Lady Saints 
with nine points.

From staff  reports



bizarro soup to nutz

beetle bailey born loser

mother goose dog eat doug

andy capp garfield

blondie zits

dilbert

jumble sudoku

hoW to play:
Each row, column and 
set of 3-by-3 boxes 
must contain the 
numbers 1 through 9 
without repetition.

jeff macnelly’s shoe

the daily crossWord puzzle

ACROSS
1 Apple Store 

display
5 Centipede 

developer
10 Farm digs
13 Tennis legend 

for whom 
a “Courage 
Award” is 
named

14 French upper 
house

15 Hershey bar
16 *Tony Hawk 

legwear
18 Helps out
19 Unpretentious
20 Turned it 

down
22 Nadal’s 

birthplace
23 Snatch, as a 

toy?
24 Composer 

Franck
26 Luggage 

attachments
29 Soak up the 

sun
32 Blue Grotto 

resort
34 Boy king
35 “That’s 

gross!”
36 *Stick in the 

snow
38 Premier 

__: wine 
designation

39 Word before 
watch or 
window

40 Signs away
41 Israeli poli- 

tician Barak

42 Nurses, as a 
drink

44 Chills out
47 “No harm 

done”
49 Waited 

nervously, 
perhaps

52 Wheat protein
53 Tree with 

durable  
wood

55 Fellas
56 *Drawing 

needs
59 Inauguration 

words
60 Dairy  

mascot
61 Canal 

completed in 
1825

62 Belly dance 
muscles

63 Kennel cries
64 “Hairspray” 

mom

DOWN
1 British side
2 Words on a 

help desk 
sign

3 Ring leader?
4 Reversal of 

fortune
5 Trees of 

the species 
Populus 
tremula

6 “Eat Drink 
Man Woman” 
drink

7 Former Texas 
governor 
Richards

8 “Midnight 
Cowboy” con 
man

9 Delivery  
room cry

10 *Medicated 
dermal  
strip

11 Fuss
12 Cen. 

components
15 1978 Peace 

co-Nobelist
17 Tahari of 

fashion
21 Many a low-

budget flick
23 Decorator’s 

choice
25 Corrosive 

liquid
27 Expert
28 Drywall 

support
29 Spill catchers
30 Smoothie 

berry
31 *Military 

chaplains

33 Sit for a snap
36 Hurry along
37 Creator 

of Randle 
McMurphy 
and Chief 
Bromden

41 Search dogs’ 
target ... and 
a phonetic 
hint to the 
answers to 
starred clues

43 Flatten
45 Garage units
46 Dash dial
48 A high-top 

hides it
50 Hallmark.com 

choice
51 Bumped off
52 Snatch
54 On the Pacific
55 Showgirl’s 

accessory
57 Course  

for intl. 
students

58 Lead

C.C. Burnikel

Previous Puzzle Solved

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

PREVIOUS SOLUTION

1/25/18

DEAR ABBY — 
I’m a 
50-year-old 
male en-
gaged to be 
married to 
my elemen-
tary school 
sweetheart, 
“Marie.” 
This will be 
the second 
marriage for 
both of  us. 

We’ve been 
dating for six years, three of  
which were a long-distance 
relationship. 

 During a time when her 
mother became ill and sadly 
passed, Marie told me God 
had spoken to her and told 
her not to be sexually active 
anymore until we’re mar-
ried. I respect and want to 
honor her and God, but my 

concern is that we haven’t 
even discussed a wedding 
date. The earliest could still 
be six or eight months away. 
Am I wrong for feeling re-
sentment toward Marie, and 
will this resentment create 
problems after marriage 
with our bedroom life? 

On hold in South Carolina
 

DEAR ON HOLD — You and 
Marie have known each 
other for many years, and 
know each other very well in 
every sense. Because Marie 
doesn’t want to have inti-
mate relations again until 
after you are married, you 
should not only discuss a 
wedding date, but also an 
elopement.

DEAR ABBY — My sister takes 
my nephews for modeling 
and acting assignments. 

They have been in print ads, 
websites for clothing, and 
even a movie. 

 I was shocked when she 
told me her 6-year-old is in-
terviewed without a parent 
present in the room. The boy 
is bright, self-possessed and 
spirited, but still — he’s only 
6. Given the recent revela-
tions about industry-wide 
problems with child sexual 
abuse (“An Open Secret” 
documentary), was I out of  
line to suggest she have a de-
vice to listen in and record? 

Concerned auntie
 

DEAR CONCERNED AUNTIE — 
Better than that, minor chil-
dren should have a trusted 
and responsible adult pres-
ent — whether it’s a parent, 
another relative or the 
child’s agent. That way, EV-
ERYONE would be protected.

Celibacy before marriage has groom eager to wed

Dear Abby
ABIGAIL  
VAN BUREN
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BY KEVIN McDONOUGH
The skills of NFL stars are 

not limited to appearances on 
“Dancing With the Stars.” 
With one meaningful game left 
in the season, CBS presents 
“MVP: Most Valuable Performer” 
(8 p.m., CBS).

“NCIS: Los Angeles” star LL 
Cool J will host this variety 
show, featuring finalists culled 
from audition tapes submitted 
by 32 NFL players.

Were you aware that Miami 
Dolphins long snapper John 
Denney could play the violin? 
As Johnny Carson used to say, 
“I did not know that.”

In his video submission, Buf-
falo Bills defensive end Eddie 
Yarbrough strummed the uku-
lele and sang. The Super Bowl-
bound New England Patriots 
are just brimming with talent. 
Offensive lineman Joe Thuney 
demonstrated surprising skills 
with a Rubik’s Cube. His team-
mates, twins Jacob and Cody 
Hollister, sang and played gui-
tar, while Patrick Chung 
showed off his culinary skills.

On Super Bowl Sunday, the 
Patriots will meet the Philadel-
phia Eagles, whose defensive 
tackle Fletcher Cox will show 
off his archery skills on 
“MVP.”

Other talents submitted for 
the “MVP” honors included no 
fewer than three piano players, 
a poet and even an Irish step 
dancer (the Baltimore Ravens’ 
Alex Collins).

The top finalists will face a 
live TV audience and receive 
mentoring from professional 
talents in their field.

• Sitcoms generally don’t 
have room for debates about 
belief, faith, superstition and 
skepticism. In tonight’s epi-
sode of “Superstore” (8 p.m., 
NBC, TV-14), Jonah (Ben Feld-
man) develops cold feet about 
his romantic getaway with 
Kelly (Kelly Stables) after he 
discovers that she believes in 
angels.

Jonah’s manipulative room-
mate, Garrett (Colton Dunn), 
believes he’s mad to allow 
theological quibbles to get in 
the way of a steamy cabin get-
away. Or perhaps Garrett was 
simply counting on having the 
apartment to himself (and his 
gamer buddies) all weekend.

Anyone following this series 
knows that this complication 

is merely another speed bump 
on the road to getting Jonah 
back together with Amy 
(America Ferrera), who spends 
the episode bickering and 
bonding with Cheyenne’s 
(Nichole Bloom) mother — just 
released from prison.

TONIGHT’S OTHER HIGHLIGHTS
• Joel’s travels come under 

examination on “Mosaic” (8 
p.m., HBO, TV-MA).

• A pediatric case proves 
moving on “Grey’s Anatomy” (8 
p.m. ABC, TV-14).

• Washington’s revolving 
door gets sticky on “Scandal” (9 
p.m. ABC, TV-14).

• Mike and Frank recall ec-
centric collections on “Ameri-
can Pickers” (9 p.m., History, TV-
PG).

• Shifting narratives on 
“Nashville” (9 p.m., CMT, TV-
PG).

• On two new episodes of  
“Mysteries at the Museum” (Trav-
el, TV-PG), Little Big Horn (9 
p.m.), Antarctica (10 p.m.).

• Chuck faces an ultimatum 
on the season and perhaps se-
ries finale of “Great News” (9:30 
p.m., NBC, TV-PG).

• The drug war doesn’t stop 
for Christmas on “S.W.A.T.” (10 
p.m., CBS, r, TV-14).

• Bria remains missing on 
“Chicago Fire” (10 p.m., NBC, 
TV-14).

• Laurel can’t handle her 
past on “How to Get Away With 
Murder” (10 p.m., ABC, TV-14).

SERIES NOTES
Donna needs help on “Super-

natural” (8 p.m., CW, TV-14) * 
The gang takes stock on “The 
Good Place” (8:30 p.m., NBC, 
TV-PG) * Leonard’s loose lips 
on “The Big Bang Theory” (9 
p.m., CBS, r, TV-PG) * Double-
dating on “Will & Grace” (9 
p.m., NBC, r, TV-14) * Michael 
Emerson guest-stars as 
Cayden James on “Arrow” (9 
p.m., CW, TV-14) * Slow-
cooked meat on “Young Shel-
don” (9:30 p.m., CBS, r, TV-PG).

LATE NIGHT
Cecile Richards is booked 

on “The Daily Show With Trevor 
Noah” (11 p.m., Comedy Cen-
tral) * Lisa Kudrow, Tom Se-
gura and Sam Morril appear 
on “Conan” (11 p.m., TBS) * 
Gwyneth Paltrow, Ben McK-
enzie and 30 Seconds to Mars 
are booked on “The Late Show 
With Stephen Colbert” (11:35 
p.m., CBS) * Jimmy Fallon 
welcomes Will Ferrell, Robert 
Irwin and Migos on “The To-
night Show” (11:35 p.m., NBC) * 
Viola Davis, Thomas Haden 
Church and Lanco appear on 
“Jimmy Kimmel Live” (11:35 
p.m., ABC) * Willem Dafoe, 
Dakota Fanning, Amirah Kas-
sem and Brann Dailor visit 
“Late Night With Seth Meyers” 
(12:35 a.m., NBC) * Neil de-
Grasse Tyson, Saoirse Ronan, 
Finn Wolfhard, Gaten Mata-
razzo, Caleb McLaughlin, 
Noah Schnapp and Billy Cor-
gan are on “The Late Late Show 
With James Corden” (12:35 a.m., 
CBS, r).

Copyright 2018
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LOCAL CHANNELS

 WIS	 *	 3 10
WIS News 10 at 
7 (N)  

Entertainment 
Tonight (N)  

Superstore Chey-
enne’s ex-convict 
mom visits. (N) 

The Good Place 
“The Burrito” (N)   
(DVS)

Will & Grace Will 
and Grace date the 
same man. 

(:31) Great News 
“Early Retirement” 
(Season Finale) (N)

Chicago Fire “Slamigan” Dawson and 
Casey try to find Bria. (N)   (DVS)

WIS News 10 at 
11 (N)  

(:34) The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy 
Fallon “Will Ferrell; Robert Irwin; Migos” 
Will Ferrell; Robert Irwin; Migos.

 WLTX	 3	 9 9
News 19 at 7pm (N) Inside Edition (N)  MVP: Most Valuable Performer: Football 

player’s off-the-field talents.  (Live) 
The Big Bang The-
ory “The Retraction 
Reaction”

(:31) Young Shel-
don   (DVS)

S.W.A.T. “Miracle” Gold bars are stolen 
from a drug cartel.  

News 19 at 11pm 
(N) 

(:35) The Late Show With Stephen Col-
bert Gwyneth Paltrow; Ben McKenzie. (N)  

 WOLO	 9	 5 12
Wheel of Fortune 
“Swiss Holiday” (N)  

Jeopardy! (N)  Grey’s Anatomy “Personal Jesus” Jo 
deals with her estranged husband. (N)  

Scandal “Good People” The events from 
Rowan’s basement. (N)  

How to Get Away With Murder “Every-
thing We Did Was for Nothing” Laurel 
struggles with the past. (N)  

ABC Columbia 
News at 11 (N) 

(:35) Jimmy Kimmel Live “Viola Davis; 
Thomas Haden Church; LANco” Viola 
Davis; Thomas Haden Church; LANco.

 WRJA	 ;	 11 14
Rick Steves’ Eu-
rope Religious tradi-
tion in Jerusalem.

Palmetto Scene  Victoria on Masterpiece “Warp and Weft; The Sins of the Father” Victoria is paralyzed 
by sorrow.  

Live at the Charles-
ton Music Hall  

Live at the Charles-
ton Music Hall  

Amanpour on 
PBS (N)  

BBC World News  NHK Newsline  

 WACH	 Y	 6 6
The Big Bang 
Theory Wil Wheaton 
throws a party.

The Big Bang 
Theory  

The Four: Battle for Stardom “Week Four” New challengers perform. (N)   (DVS) WACH FOX News at 10 (N) (Live) Sports Zone DailyMailTV (N)  TMZ (N)  

 WKTC	 Ø	 4 22
Last Man Standing 
“Mike Advises 
Mandy”  

Last Man Standing 
“Big Shots”  

Supernatural “Breakdown” Donna’s niece 
is kidnapped. (N)  

Arrow “We Fall” Cayden launches his 
plan. (N)  

Law & Order: Criminal Intent “The Gift” 
Woman believes she is clairvoyant.  

Law & Order: Criminal Intent “But Not 
Forgotten” Missing bookkeeper.  

The Game Malik 
in a promotional 
campaign.  

CABLE CHANNELS

 A&E 46 130
(6:00) 60 Days In “Shank Anxiety” Inmate 
feuds and power plays.  

60 Days In “Pissed Off” Jaclin begins to 
alienate the officers.  

60 Days In “Party Favors” The participants 
try to stay focused.  

60 Days In “Jail Crush” Stephanie uses 
drugs. (N)  

Waco: Madman or 
Messiah  

(:31) The First 48  (12:03) 60 Days In 
“Pissed Off” 

 AMC 48 180 (5:00) ›››	“True Lies” (1994, Action) 
Arnold Schwarzenegger. 

››	“Bruce Almighty” (2003, Comedy) Jim Carrey, Morgan Freeman, Jennifer Anis-
ton. A frustrated reporter receives divine powers from God. 

›››	“Pretty Woman” (1990, Romance-Comedy) Richard Gere, Julia Roberts, Ralph Bellamy. A corporate 
raider hires a hooker to act as a business escort. 

 ANPL 41 100 North Woods Law “Deer Detectives” North Woods Law  North Woods Law: Uncuffed Handling dangerous timber rattlesnakes. (N) North Woods Law  North Woods Law

 BET 61 162 (:05) ›	“Big Mommas: Like Father, Like Son” (2011, Comedy) Martin Lawrence, Brandon T. Jackson, Jessica Lucas. Malcolm 
and his stepson go under cover at a girls school.

Black Card Re-
voked (N)

BET’s Mancave (N) The Rundown With 
Robin Thede (N)

Black Card Re-
voked

BET’s Mancave

 BRAVO 47 181
Million Dollar Listing Los Angeles Tracy 
heads to New York. 

Million Dollar Listing Los Angeles Tra-
cy’s ex-client comes crawling back.

Million Dollar Listing Los Angeles Flagg 
and Bobby tie the knot. 

(:15) Top Chef “Restaurant Wars” The chefs create restaurant 
concepts. (N) 

Million Dollar Listing Los Angeles Flagg 
and Bobby tie the knot. 

 CNBC 35 84 Shark Tank  Shark Tank Wet paintbrush storage. Shark Tank  Jay Leno’s Garage “More Power” (N) Jay Leno’s Garage  Jay Leno’s Garage
 CNN 3 80 Erin Burnett OutFront (N) Anderson Cooper 360 (N) Cuomo Prime Time (N) CNN Tonight With Don Lemon (N) CNN Tonight With Don Lemon (N) Anderson Cooper

 COM 57 136
(6:50) Corporate (:25) South Park South Park 

“Gnomes” 
South Park Tosh.0 “Climate 

Change Comedian”
Tosh.0 “Pee Lady” Tosh.0 “Ricky 

Berwick” 
Tosh.0 “Zakar 
Twins” 

The Daily Show 
With Trevor Noah

The Opposition w/ 
Jordan Klepper (N)

(12:01) The Office 
“The Merger” 

 DISN 18 200
Bunk’d  Bunk’d An aban-

doned treehouse.
Jessie  Jessie Mrs. Kipling 

becomes famous.
Jessie  Jessie  Bunk’d  Jessie  Andi Mack Andi 

takes a stand. 
Stuck in the Middle  K.C. Undercover 

 DSC 42 103 Moonshiners: Art of the ’Shine Josh is down his right hand. (N)  Killing Fields (N)  Tesla’s Death Ray: A Murder (:01) Moonshiners  Moonshiners 
 ESPN 26 35 College Basketball Michigan at Purdue. (N) (Live) 2018 Pro Bowl Skills Showdown Winter X Games Aspen. From Aspen, Colo. (N) (Live) SportsCenter
 ESPN2 27 39 Women’s College Basketball Texas at Baylor. (N) (Live) College Basketball Central Florida at Wichita State. (N) (Live) College Basketball BYU at Saint Mary’s (Calif.). (N) (Live)
 FOOD 40 109 Chopped “Fry, Fry Again” Chopped “Fried Chicken Time” Chopped “T.G.I. Fry-Day” Beat Bobby Flay Beat Bobby Flay Beat Bobby Flay Beat Bobby Flay Chopped 
 FOXN 37 90 The Story With Martha MacCallum (N) Tucker Carlson Tonight (N) Hannity (N) The Ingraham Angle (N) Fox News at Night (N) Tucker Carlson

 FREE 20 131 (6:00) ›	“The Waterboy” (1998) Adam 
Sandler, Kathy Bates. 

Beyond “No Es Bueno” Nightmares 
plague Holden. (N)  

(:01) ›	“Jumper” (2008, Science Fiction) Hayden Christensen, Jamie Bell. Premiere. 
A young man has the ability to teleport himself anywhere.  

The 700 Club God’s work across the 
globe. (N)  

›	“Vegas Vaca-
tion” (1997) 

 FSS 21 47 Women’s College Basketball Kansas at Oklahoma. Xterra World Championship Triathlon NHL Hockey Carolina Hurricanes at Montreal Canadiens.

 HALL 52 183
Full House  Full House “Air 

Jesse”  
Full House  Full House “We Got 

the Beat” 
The Middle “The 
Map”  

The Middle “Heck-
ing It Up” 

The Middle “Valen-
tine’s Day III” 

The Middle “The 
Concert”  

The Golden Girls The Golden Girls The Golden Girls  

 HGTV 39 112 Flip or Flop Nash Flip or Flop Flip or Flop Flip or Flop Flip or Flop Nash Flip or Flop House Hunters (N) Hunters Int’l House Hunters Hunters Int’l Flip or Flop Nash
 HIST 45 110 American Pickers   (DVS) American Pickers  American Pickers “Crazy Collections” (:09) American Pickers  (DVS) (:08) American Pickers  (DVS) American Pickers

 ION 13 18
Blue Bloods “Critical Condition” Jamie 
starts working with a new partner. 

Blue Bloods “Innocence” Erin reopens a 
case Frank worked on.  

Blue Bloods Danny and Linda plan a 
romantic weekend.  

Blue Bloods “Black and Blue” A call from 
a church leads to trouble. 

Blue Bloods “Lonely Hearts Club” Jackie 
and Danny track a serial killer.

Blue Bloods Henry 
has a heart attack.

 LIFE 50 145
Project Runway All Stars “Damsels in 
Distress” Creating distressed fashion.

Project Runway All Stars Food and wine 
inspires fashion. (N) 

Project Runway All Stars “Balls Out!” 
Designers create “ball gowns.” (N)

(:02) Making a Model With Yolanda 
Hadid “Learning the Ropes” (N) 

(:12) This Time Next Year Overweight 
family; deaf veteran. 

(12:01) Project 
Runway All Stars

 MSNBC 36 92 Hardball With Chris Matthews (N) All In With Chris Hayes (N) The Rachel Maddow Show (N) The Last Word The 11th Hour With Brian Williams (N) Rachel Maddow
 NICK 16 210 Paradise Run (N) SpongeBob ›››	“Megamind” (2010, Children’s) Voices of Will Ferrell, Brad Pitt.  Fresh Prince Fresh Prince Friends  Friends  Friends  
 SPIKE 64 153 Friends  Friends  Friends Friends Friends  Lip Sync Battle (N) Lip Sync Battle (:32) ›››	“The Devil Wears Prada” (2006, Comedy) Meryl Streep.  

 SYFY 58 152 (6:00) ››	“G.I. Joe: Retaliation” (2013) 
Dwayne Johnson.  (DVS)

(:05) ››	“Tomorrowland” (2015, Science Fiction) George Clooney, Hugh Laurie, Britt Robertson. A scientist and a young woman 
explore a mysterious city.  (DVS)

The Magicians “The Losses of Magic” 
Alice and Quentin visit her parents.

Happy! “Destroyer 
of Worlds” 

 TBS 24 156
Brooklyn Nine-Nine 
“The Mole”

Brooklyn Nine-Nine  Brooklyn Nine-Nine 
“USPIS” 

Brooklyn Nine-Nine 
“Lockdown”

Brooklyn Nine-Nine Brooklyn Nine-Nine Brooklyn Nine-Nine 
“Stakeout”

Brooklyn Nine-Nine Conan Actor Lisa Kudrow; comic Tom 
Segura. (N) 

The Detour “The 
Run” 

 TCM 49 186 (6:15) ››	“The Valley of Gwangi” (1969, 
Fantasy) James Franciscus. 

››	“Fanny” (1961, Drama) Leslie Caron, Maurice Chevalier, Charles Boyer. A French woman conducts a 
bittersweet affair with a sailor. 

›››	“The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse” (1962, Drama) Glenn Ford, Ingrid 
Thulin. Loyalties divide a European family during World War II. 

 TLC 43 157 My 600-Lb. Life “Amber’s Story” My 600-Lb. Life “Supersized: Alicia’s Story” Alicia’s boyfriend threatens to leave. Family by the Ton (N) (:01) My 600-Lb. Life Alicia’s boyfriend threatens to leave.

 TNT 23 158
NBA Tip-Off (N) (Live) NBA Basketball Washington Wizards at Oklahoma City Thunder. (N Subject to Blackout) (Live) NBA Basketball Minnesota Timberwolves at Golden State Warriors. (N Subject to 

Blackout) (Live) 
 TRUTV 38 129 Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Laff Mobb Laff Laff Mobb Laff Impractical Jokers
 TV LAND 55 161 M*A*S*H M*A*S*H Love-Raymond Love-Raymond Love-Raymond Love-Raymond Nashville “That’s My Story” King of Queens King of Queens King of Queens

 USA 25 132
Law & Order: Special Victims Unit A 
baby boy is discovered in the trash. 

Law & Order: Special Victims Unit A 
lawyer is secretly a stripper. 

Law & Order: Special Victims Unit A 
student on a class trip vanishes. 

Law & Order: Special Victims Unit Wit-
nesses of a rape don’t call for help. 

Modern Family   
(DVS)

Modern Family   
(DVS)

Modern Family 
“Regrets Only” 

 WE 68 166 Growing Up Hip Hop Atlanta Growing Up Hip Hop Atlanta Growing Up Hip Hop Atlanta (N) Growing Up Hip Hop Atlanta Growing Up Hip Hop Atlanta Hip Hop
 WGNA 8 172 Cops  Cops  Cops “Arizona” Cops “Arizona” Cops “Arizona” Cops  Cops  Cops  Cops  Cops  Cops “Fort Worth”
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NFL players demonstrate talents 
off the field on variety show

Elton John says upcoming 
tour will be his last
BY MESFIN FEKADU
AP Music Writer

NEW YORK — Elton John 
is retiring from the road after 
his upcoming three-year 
global tour, capping nearly 50 
years on stages around the 
world. He calls it a “way to go 
out with a bang.”

“I’ve had a good run, I 
think you’d admit that,” 
John said Wednesday, adding 
that he wanted to “leave peo-
ple thinking, ‘I saw the last 
tour and it was fantastic.’”

The 70-year-old singer, pia-
nist and composer said he 
wanted to spend time with 
his family. His children will 
be 10 and 8 when he stops in 
2021, and John said he hoped 
he might be able to take them 
to soccer practice. “My prior-
ities now are my children 
and my husband and my 
family,” he said. “This is the 
end.”

John made the announce-
ment at an event in New 
York in which he sat at a 
piano and performed “Tiny 
Dancer” and “I’m Still Stand-
ing.” He wore his signature 
glasses and a colorful suit 
jacket that read “Gucci Loves 
Elton.”

His final tour — dubbed 
“Farewell Yellow Brick 
Road” — starts in September. 
It will consist of 300 shows in 
North America, Europe, 
Asia, South America and 
Asia. Tickets go on sale be-
ginning Feb. 2.

John said he decided on 
his retirement plans in 2015 
in France. “I can’t physically 
do the traveling and I don’t 
want to,” he said. He also 
ruled out a residency but 

vowed: “I will be creative up 
until the day I die.”

At the Grammy Awards, to 
be presented in New York on 
Sunday, John is to perform 
alongside Miley Cyrus and 
will collect the President’s 
Merit Award. His Vegas resi-
dency ends in May after six 
years.

His hits include “Your 
Song” and “Candle in the 
Wind.” He has won five 
Grammys, an Oscar, a Gold-
en Globe for “The Lion King” 
and a Tony Award for 
“Aida.” He is the recipient of  
a Kennedy Center Honor.

John, who has sold 300 mil-
lion records, launched his 
first tour in 1970 and boasts 
having performed over 4,000 
times in more than 80 coun-
tries. He was inducted into 
the Rock and Roll Hall of  
Fame in 1994.

He has suffered several 
medical setbacks of late, in-
cluding a bacterial infection 
last year that he contracted 
during a South American 
tour and an E. coli bacterial 
infection in 2009. He’s also 
suffered an appendicitis and 
has been fitted with a pace-
maker.

From 1970-76, John re-
leased 10 original studio al-
bums and seven consecutive 
chart toppers. He remained a 
hit maker over the following 
four decades, from “The Lion 
King” soundtrack song “Can 
You Feel the Love Tonight” 
to a revision of his Marilyn 
Monroe ode “Candle in the 
Wind,” released in 1997 after 
the death of his friend Prin-
cess Diana and one of the 
best-selling singles of all 
time.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Singer Elton John announces his final world tour at Gotham Hall 
on Wednesday in New York.

Southern Cooking with a Cajun Kick
Simply Southern Bistro

 
New Year’s Resolution 

to Eat Healhy?

CATERING • GIFT CARDS • TAKE OUT
65 W. Wesmark Blvd • 803-469-8502

Sun., Mon., Tues. 11:00am-2:30pm • Wed. & Thurs. Lunch 11:00am-2:30pm
Dinner 5:00pm - 9:00pm • Fri. and Sat. 11:00am - 9:00pm

How about these items to  
start your year off right! 

Great Spinach, Chef and Chicken  
Salads, Delicious Grilled Salmon,  

Healthy Rotisserie Chicken,
 plus lots more



PAINTING & MINOR R

STEVEN B. MCNAMAR
the little guy

5720 Bethel Church Road
Pinewood, SC 29125

mcnamarpainting@outlook.co
80

THE GAMECOSHRINE CLU
CALL NOW FOR DATE AVAILABRent for your “Special OccasionCraft Shows • Weddings • Banquets • 

Parties• Family ReunionsCall 983-1376

is Available for R

If you want the Best…call the Best

Mike Stone

2160 Thomas Sumter Hwy.Sumter, SC 29153
Phone: 803-905-1902 • Fax: 803-905-1906License #M97151
www.hatfieldexpress.com Senior Citizens 15% Discount

DAD’S SMALL ENGINESLAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT • SALES & SERVICE
Don & Faye

1000 Myrtle Beach Highway
Sumter, SC 29153

(803) 495-4411
Senior Citizen & Military Discount

Parts & Service Center
M-F 8:00-5:00   |   Sat 8:00-12:00

712 Bultman Drive | Sumter, SC 29150Sumter: 803-774-0118 | Florence: 843-669-5858Cell: 803-491-4417 | bakee1@nationwide.com

Ernie Baker
McLean Marechal InsuranceAssociate Agent

2535 Tahoe Dr.(Across from Hardee Cove)
905-3473

WALKE
PIAN

Piano Tuning
Repairs & Refinishing

Cincinnati Conservatory    
Certified Since 1947

For Expert Service
CALL ALGIE WALKER

19 S. Cantey Street

803-485-8705

Carpet & Upholstery CleaningWater & Fire Damage • Smoke/Odor RemovalMold Sampling and Remitiation24/7 Emergency Service
1500 Airport Road
Sumter, SC 29153

Hiram S
803-938-5www.spittlescleaning

Cleaning Done R

Your Local Authorized Xerox Sales Agency18 E. Liberty St. Sumter, SC 29150 (803) 778-2330Xerox® is a Trademark of  Xerox Corporation

SUMTER ELKS LODGE #855
Sweet 16 Parties, Business Meetings, Weddings, Reunions, Birthday Parties and more... Sizes for all functions.

Call Cindy Davis at 316-3396 or 469-8899
1100 W. Liberty Street • Sumter, SC

Rentals Available!

LIFESTYLES
L A W N  S E R V I C E

Grass • Edging • Trimming • Leaf RemovalYear Round ServicesInsured • Dependable • Courteous • Professional

Erik Ford (803) 968-8655

CHECK OUT OUR SELECTION AND VALUE PR

930 N. LAFAYETTE DR. • SUMTER • 803-775-1277 • ACEPARKER@SERVING SUMTER & THE SURROUNDING AREAS FOR 34 YE

FREE DELIVERY  AND FREE SETUP!*
                                  *within a 50 mile radius
                      *within a 50 mile ra

ACE PARKER TI

J&T’s Local Moving and More
“Saving time & money with no worries”Over 20 years of experience

64 Wilder Street
Sumter, SC 29150
803-236-4008 or 803-773-3934

*Free Estimates
*Moving (Home & Offi ce)

Jamie Sin

www.jtslocalmovingmore.com

SALES • INSTALLATION • PUMPINGREPAIRS • DRAIN LINESTANK INSPECTION

Tidwell Septic Tanks & Pumping

For all your septic tank needs!
(803) 481-2966
(803) 481-7719 FAX

1665 Lewis Road
Sumter, SC 29154

Serving Sumter & the Surrounding AreasOver 30 Years Experience • Family Owned & Operated

H.L. Boone
Owner / Notary Public

H.L. Boone, ContractorAll Types of Improvements
1 Monte Carlo Court
Sumter, SC 29150
(803) 773-9904

Remodeling, Painting,
Carports, Decks,

Blow Ceilings, Ect.

Centipede Sod
Lenoir’s Sod

Horatio, S.C.499-4023 • 499-4717

80 Sq. Ft. . .................... $20250 Sq. Ft. . .................. $50500 Sq. Ft. . .................. $95

Here's My Ca

To advertise contact your 
sales representative or 

call 803.774.1212

Advertise 
your 
business
card on 
Here’s My 
Card
Publishes every 
Friday in 
The Sumter Item

$1200as
low 
as per week*

*with 13 week sign up

I Found it in the
CLASSIFIEDS

GET THE 
CLASSIFIEDS
DELIVERED
TO YOUR 
DOOR.
803-774-1258

JOBS
HOMES
APARTMENTS
CARS
BOATS
MOTORCYCLES
BIKES
FURNITURE
PETS
GARAGE SALES
& MORE

Experienced Electricians &
helpers needed immediately.
Call 803-968-2303

Need a truckload of firewood?
$60 delivered to Sumter or Manning.
Call State Tree Service at
803-773-1320.

Great for person looking for extra income.
If you have good dependable transportation and a 
phone in your home and a desire to earn a good 

extra income...

COME BY & APPLY AT
36 W. Liberty Street

Sumter, SC

CONTRACTORS WANTED!*
For Routes in Our Delivery Area
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*PRN CONTRACTORS AS NEEDED.

New & used Heat pumps & A/C.
Will install/repair, Call 803-968-9549
or 843-992-2364

Nesbitt Transportation is now
hiring Class A CDL Drivers. Must be
23 yrs old and have 2 yrs
experience. Home nights and week-
ends. Call 843-621-0943 or
843-659-8254

4 Cemetery Plots in Evergreen
Cemetery $6000 for all 4 OBO Call
803-775-4045

690 Bultman Dr 1612 Sq. Ft.
Reception area w/ hdwd floors, 4
Private offices, Conference rm,
Secretarial work area, Copier/Equip.
Rm, Shower rm, 2 1/2 baths, file
storage rm, $2050 mo+$57.76 CAM
Call 803 773-1477

Office Rentals
For Sale
or Trade

Estate Tag Sale Fri 5pm-7pm & Sat
8am-12pm Furn., Washer/Dryer,
Fridge, lawn mower, glassware, etc..

Country Living DW 3BR 2BA on a
Pond $750 Mo + Deposit. Referen-
ces required.
Call 803 469-9353

Moving Sale 1120 Fallingwater Ln.
Meadowcroft Sat 7-1 Furn, bunk
beds, shoes, toys, electronics, appli-
ances, housewares

Scenic Lake
2 & 3BR 2BA No pets, Section 8
accepted. 499-1500 or 469-6978
btwn 9am-5pm

Sumter School District is seeking
bids from qualified vendors to
retrofit all lighting fixtures to LED
at various schools. All bids must be
received at the District Office, 1345
Wilson Hall Road, Sumter, SC 29150
no later than Tues., Feb. 6, 2018 -
11:00AM. A prebid conference is
scheduled for Tues., Jan., 30, 2018 -
11:00AM. A copy of IFB#18-007 can
be obtained from the District's
website at www.sumterschools.net
under Current Solicitations.
Questions can be directed to the
District's Procurement Coordinator
by calling 803-469-6900, extension
310.

Mobile Home
Rentals

Garage, Yard &
Estate Sales

Wayne Greene and Terri Gagnon
are opening a tax office and future
loan office. Mr Greene has come out
of retirement and will be doing taxes
for any of his former customers.
Please contact us for an appoint-
ment.

Gates Finance & Tax Service
561 Bultman Dr #7 803-774-7600.

NOW HIRING
Exp. Class A

CDL drivers (OTR).
Must be able to pass D.O.T
physical exam & alcohol/drug
screen. At least 1 year flatbed exp.
Must be able to work Mon - Fri.
Call Darnell at 803-410-0178.

Tax Service
Split Oak Firewood $60 for truck
load, 2 truck loads for $100.(8ft Bed)
Delivered stacked. 843-536-6050

House for Rent: 3BR 1BA C/H/A,
fenced yard. $500 a month/$500
security. No pets/ No smoking.
Contact Ruth: 803-494-5422

Trucking
Opportunities

Truck Driver
Helena Chemical Company, a
national agricultural-chemical com-
pany, has an opening for a truck
driver with CDL A Class or B Class. A
hazmat endorsement would be a
plus. This person will make deliver-
ies, load and unload products, ability
to use forklift and perform various
warehouse duties. Requires a high
school diploma or GED equivalent.
We offer an excellent compensation
and benefits package

Applications will be taken Monday-
Friday, during the hours of
8am-4pm, at Helena Chemical Co.,
5055 Florence Hwy 76, Mayesville,
SC, 29104. You can also apply
online on AgCareers.com. Pre-
employment drug screen required.
EOE M/F/V/H

Firewood
Unfurnished

Homes

Robert's Metal Roofing
35 Yrs exp. 45 yr warranty. Financing
avail. Expert installation. Long list of
satisfied customers. 803-837-1549.

Licensed P & C Agent in Manning
Area. Must be team oriented & work
well with the public. Must be
organized w/ exc. sales skills. Exp. is
req. Send resume to P-479 c//o The
Item, PO Box 1677 Sumter SC 29151

Will buy furniture by piece or bulk,
tools, trailers, lawn mowers, 4
wheelers, or almost anything of
value. Also old signs & lawn furniture
Call 803-983-5364

All Types of Roofing & Repairs All
work guaranteed. 30 yrs exp. SC lic.
Virgil Bickley 803-316-4734.

Sumter School District is seeking
bids from qualified vendors for the
replacement of HVAC Equipment in
Kitchen/Commons for Lakewood and
Crestwood High Schools. All bids
must be received at the District
Office, 1345 Wilson Hall Road,
Sumter, SC 29150 no later than Wed.,
Feb., 7, 2018 - 2:00PM. A Site Visit is
scheduled for Wed., Jan., 31, 2018 -
2:00PM. A copy of IFB#18-008 can be
obtained from the District's website
at www.sumterschools.net under
Current Solicitations. Questions can
be directed to the District's
Procurement Coordinator by calling
803-469-6900, extension 310.

Want to Buy
Roll -off and Landoll truck drivers
needed. CDL license required. Call A
Mobile Storage 803-773-5439

Roofing Bid Notices

Huntington Place Apartments
Rents from $625 per month

1 Month free*
*13 Month lease required
Leasing office located at

Ashton Mill Apartment Homes
595 Ashton Mill Drive

803-773-3600
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9-5

EXPERIENCED HVAC
INSTALLER/TECHNICIAN

WANTED
Pay Based on Experience

Must have your own reliable trans-
portation Location: Sumter, SC Job
Requirements: 2+ years' experi-
ence installing new HVAC systems,
preventative and general mainte-
nance servicing systems, installing
duct work, extensive troubleshoot-
ing, and HVAC knowledge. Please
call (803)968-4718 if interested.

Attorney Timothy L. Griffith
803-607-9087, 360 W. Wesmark.
Criminal, Family, Accident, Injury

MERCHANDISEMERCHANDISE

Law office seeks employee for
Secretarial position requiring efficient
typing, dictaphone, computer and
office skills. Send resume to Box 338
c//o The Item, PO Box 1677 Sumter
SC 29151

LEGALLEGAL
NOTICESNOTICES

Legal Service

A Notch Above Tree Care Full
quality service low rates, lic./ins., free
est BBB accredited 983-9721

H.L. Boone, Contractor: Remodel
paint roofs gutters drywall blown
ceilings ect. 773-9904

Help Wanted from Manning, SC.
Live in care giver needed for elderly
woman. For more info please
c o n t a c t  2 6 7 - 4 4 2 - 8 6 0 3  o r
267-608-7952

Holiday Sales
Cars, Trucks and Vans

Starting at $1995
Price is Right Auto Sales

3210 Broad St 803-494-4275

Senior Living
Apartments

for those 62+
(Rent based on income)

Shiloh-Randolph Manor
125 W. Bartlette.

775-0575
Studio/1 Bedroom

apartments available
EHO

Ricky's Tree Service Tree removal,
stump grinding, Lic & ins, free quote,
803-435-2223 or cell 803-460-8747.

Home
Improvements

Autos For SaleHelp Wanted
Full-Time

Unfurnished
Apartments

Contractors Wanted!
The Sumter Item has a newspaper
route for the Bishopville area.
Contractor will service home
delivery, newspaper racks &
newspaper dealers.
Also need contractor for the
Mayesville, Elliott & Lynchburg
route.
Must have good dependable
transportation & a phone in your
home. Come by & apply at 36 W.
Liberty St. or call Reda at
803-774-1257

Newman's Tree Service Tree
removal, trimming, topping, view
enhancement pruning, bobcat
work stump grinding, Lic &
insured. Call 803-316-0128

BUSINESSBUSINESS
SERVICESSERVICES

Tree Service Help Wanted
Full-Time

RENTALSRENTALSEMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT
TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATION

CLASSIFIEDS OR TO PLACE YOUR AD ONLINE GO TO WWW.THE ITEM.COM/PLACEMYAD

803-774-12
CLASSIFIED DEADLINES

11:30 a.m. the day before for 
Tuesday, Wednesday, 

Thursday &  Friday edition.
11:30 a.m. Friday for Sunday’s edition.

We will be happy to change your ad if an error is 
made; however we are not responsible for errors after 
the fi rst run day. We shall not be liable for any loss or 
expense that results from the printing or omission of 
an advertisement. We reserve the right to edit, refuse 

or cancel any ad at any time.
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