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S
wan Lake-Iris Gardens, 822 W. Liberty St., will be 

transformed into a wonderland of  holiday en-

chantment when the annual Fantasy of  Lights 

opens Friday. 

Admission is free at the dis-
play of  more than one million 
lights, the Pilot Club’s floating 
Christmas tree and Santa’s 
Village, as well as angels and 
characters of  song and story.

City of  Sumter Events Man-
ager Lynn Kennedy said the 
floating Christmas tree will be 
making its first appearance in 
two years.

“We are excited about 
that. First we had the flood, 
and last year we had the 
storm (Hurricane Mat-
thew),” she said.

Kennedy said it may be the 
biggest tree they have had.

Among other attractions 
will be a pink-lighted tree 
highlighting the fight 
against breast cancer, she 
said.

The opening night celebra-
tion will be at 6 p.m. Friday 
between the Swan Lake Visi-
tors Center and Iris Market.

Master of  ceremonies will 
be Derek Burress from Com-
munity Communications. 

Christmas fun
at the theater
Holiday show slated 
to begin Thursday  C1

SPORTS: SHS girls basketball opens season  B1
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Shaw’s Wild Weasels train for next fight
BY AIRMAN 1ST CLASS 
KATHRYN R.C. REAVES
20th Fighter Wing Public Affairs 

As Air Force pilots navigate hostile 
skies at break-neck speeds overseas, 
they must rely on their past experienc-
es and home station training to fight 
opposing forces and survive.

The amount and type of  training pi-
lots receive can literally mean life or 
death.

Yet for F-16CM Fighting Falcon pi-

lots stationed at Shaw Air Force Base, 
home station training space is restrict-
ed to an area over the Atlantic Ocean 
and an approximately 40-mile-by-40-
mile piece of  land in rural Georgia. 

The Georgia airspace, known as the 
Bulldog Military Operations Area or 
“Bulldog,” is the closest and largest 
over-land operating area available for 
Shaw’s Wild Weasel pilots, said Maj. 
Adam Thornton, 55th Fighter Squad-
ron director of  operations. This area is 
vital because it is collocated with sev-

eral fixed and mobile radio emitters, 
which simulate threats so pilots can 
practice their primary mission tactics. 

Expanding their knowledge of  strate-
gies to suppress enemy air defenses, pi-
lots assigned to the 20th Fighter Wing 
train at the airspace almost daily, some-
times multiple times per day. 

Art Byers, 20th Operation Support 
Squadron airspace manager, said pilots 
assigned to McEntire Joint National 

F-16CM Fighting Falcons are 
multi-role fighter aircraft used 
by 20th Fighter Wing pilots 
assigned at Shaw Air Force Base. 
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Butterscotch oatmeal cookies 
are truly memorable  C4

IN FOOD:

Swan Lake transforms into 

CHRISTMAS WONDERLAND

MICAH GREEN / THE SUMTER ITEM

James Jefferson installs lights on a tree at Swan Lake-Iris Gardens on Tuesday. The annual Fantasy of Lights Christmas dis-
play opens Friday.

Holiday lights display begins Friday
BY JIM HILLEY
jim@theitem.com

SUMTER ITEM FILE PHOTO

A holiday display is seen at a previous Fantasy of 
Lights event. This year’s light display will be open 
until 9 p.m. Sunday through Thursday and until 
10 p.m. Friday and Saturday. 

SEE WILD WEASELS, PAGE A7

SEE LIGHTS, PAGE A7

BY BRUCE MILLS
bruce@theitem.com

Two Sumter School District administra-
tors are getting an inside look at how educa-
tion policy is developed in the state and also 
seeing best practices at work in public educa-
tion through a state fellowship program this 
year.

Anita Hunter, principal at 
Mayewood Middle School, and 
Karen Buffalo, assistant princi-
pal at Alice Drive Elementary 
School, made their comments 
Tuesday about participating in 
the S.C. Education Policy Fel-
lowship Program through the 
state School Improvement 
Council.

Hunter and Buffalo are two 
of only 17 educational leaders 
in the state who were selected 
for the fellowship this school 
year.

According to Hunter, educa-
tors take part in a state applica-
tion process annually for selec-
tion and submit a letter of goals they would 
like to achieve through the fellowship.

This year's fellowship program members 
include other principals and assistant princi-
pals from across the Palmetto State, a few 
district-level administrators, the 2018 S.C. 
Teacher of the Year, individuals from the 
state School Boards Association and the Pal-
metto State Teachers Association, and a state 
legislator, Rep. Mandy Powers Norrell, D-
Lancaster. 

The program meets one day per month for 
10 months (September through June) to 
learn more about how education policy is im-
plemented and passed by lawmakers in the 
Statehouse and how educators can get more 
involved in the legislative process, Hunter 
said.

Many educators are not aware of how the 
policy process works and find it hard to get 
engaged, she said. 

"I don't think educators so much are

Education 
leaders learn 
state policy 
processes
2 of 17 fellowship members 

from Sumter School District

HUNTER

BUFFALO

SEE EDUCATION, PAGE A7
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1st glimpse of school 
district audit is today

A draft preview of  Sumter 
School District’s most recent 
audit report will be presented 
to the district’s Board of  
Trustees’ Finance Committee 
today, marking the first public 
glimpse of  how the district has 
spent its money since last 
year’s overspending was re-
vealed.

The projected ending fund 
balance for Fiscal Year 2016 — 
July 1, 2016, to June 30, 2017 — 
is $665,165, according to Chief  
Financial Officer Chris Griner, 
the same estimate he gave last 
month to the committee and in 
recent board meetings.

The district’s auditor, Robin 
Poston, will formally present 
the official 2017 audit report 
on Monday night at the 
board’s regularly scheduled 
monthly meeting for Decem-
ber at the district office, 1345 
Wilson Hall Road.

Last year when Poston re-
leased the 2016 audit report, it 
revealed the district overspent 
its budget by $6.2 million and 
had an ending general fund 
balance of  $106,449 — a critical-
ly low level, according to 
Poston. That led to numerous 
cost-cutting measures and 
eventually Griner’s hiring in 
July. 

Today’s committee meeting 
begins at 7:45 a.m. Like all 
board-related events, the meet-
ing is open to the public.

Group holding trash 
cleanup on Saturday

Sumter Extension Office of  
Clemson University will hold a 
litter cleanup on the Lake 
Marion Passage of  the Palmet-
to Trail beginning at 9 a.m. on 
Saturday, Dec. 2, and volun-
teers are needed. The cleanup 
will begin at Pack’s Landing, 
9890 Pack’s Landing Road, 
Pinewood.

Please dress appropriately 
for the weather and wear 
boots or sneakers. Trash bags 
and work gloves will be pro-
vided.

Call Katie Altman at (843) 
241-1182 for additional infor-
mation.

Red Cross asks for gift of blood

The American Red Cross is hoping 
you’ll give one more gift this year than 
you might normally — blood or plate-
lets.

According to a news release from the 
organization, during the busy holiday 
season, many strike donations from 
their to-do lists, but the need for life-
sustaining blood doesn’t end.

A donation this season could help a 
child suffering from leukemia be home 
for Christmas or a burn victim in our 
community to heal. According to the or-
ganization, more than one life could be 
saved with just one donation.

All blood types are needed right now, 
and there are several local opportuni-
ties for you to donate soon. To easily 
find a blood drive in your area, go to 
redcross.org and enter your ZIP code 
into the box at the top of  the page.

In a message of  gratitude on the Red 
Cross site to donors, posted Nov. 20, the 
group asked what this season is really 
about.

“For many, it’s spending time with 

family and friends and making memo-
ries that last a lifetime. What if  you 
could give someone more of  that? More 
time with family. More time with 
friends. More holidays, more birthdays, 
more anniversaries,” according to red-
cross.org.

If  you’ve always wanted to give but 
are a bit hesitant for any reason, Red 
Cross offers tips for donors at http://rd-
crss.org/2A9u97W. 

You can donate blood every 56 days 

and must be at least 17 years old, 110 
pounds and generally in good health, 
according to redcross.org. If  it’s your 
first time donating, you’ll fill out a short 
questionnaire, and later you’ll receive a 
donor card in the mail. You’ll need your 
blood donor card or driver’s license or 
two other forms of ID at the donation 
site. Donors will be given a quick exami-
nation to take temperature, blood pres-
sure and other vitals.

To make an appointment, visit red-
crossblood.org or call 1-800-RED CROSS 
(1-800-733-2767).

For smartphone users, a new Blood 
Donor App is also available that can 
give appointment reminders, keep track 
of  rewards from some retailers for do-
nating blood or platelets and even fol-
low your donation to its delivery, when 
available. Find the app for iPhone and 
Android devices by texting BLOODAPP 
to 90999 or searching for Red Cross 
Blood in your app store.

To save time at your appointment, 
you can fill out information on your 
health history online through Rapid-
Pass at www.redcrossblood.org/rapid-
pass and bring it with you.

BY MELANIE SMITH
melanie@theitem.com DONATE THIS SEASON

Sumter donation drives
Nov. 30, 2 to 7 p.m., Grace Baptist Church, 
219 W. Calhoun St.

Dec. 5, 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., YMCA of 
Sumter, 510 Miller Road

Dec. 9, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., Jehovah Missionary 
Baptist Church Family Center, 803 S. Harvin 
St.

Dec. 15, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., Blue Ridge of 
Sumter, 1761 Pinewood Road

Dec. 21, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Palmetto Health 
Tuomey, 129 N. Washington St.

Teen shot in parking lot; officers seek information

ADRIENNE SARVIS / THE SUMTER ITEM

An 18-year-old male was shot in a parking lot just southeast of downtown Sumter at about 1:30 p.m. on Tuesday and was airlifted to a 
Columbia hospital, officials said. The incident occurred on Harmony Court near the corner of Hauser Street and David Court, according 
to Sumter Police Department. “According to witnesses, the teen was seen talking with individuals in a mid- to large-sized vehicle when 
they heard gunfire and then saw the vehicle speed off toward Brooklyn Street,” Tonyia McGirt, public information officer for the depart-
ment, said in a news release. The teen was last known to be in stable condition after sustaining injuries from more than one gunshot 
wound. Anyone with information is asked to call the police department at (803) 436-2700. Information can also be given anonymously 
by calling Crime Stoppers at (803) 468-2718 or 1-888-CRIME-SC.

Free AIDS, STD testing available today at public health offices

Free AIDS and STD testing 
will be available at local Public 
Health Clinics in Sumter, Lee 
and Clarendon counties today, 
South Carolina Department of  
Health and Environmental 
Control Pee Dee Regional Di-
rector Linda Johnson said.

In a news release distributed 
Tuesday, DHEC announced the 
free testing in conjunction with 
World AIDS Day, which is Fri-
day. DHEC is encouraging 
South Carolinians to get tested, 
to know their status and, for 
those living with HIV, to stay 
on treatment to keep the virus 
suppressed.

S.C. Public Health offices in 

the tri-county area are: 105 N. 
Magnolia St., Sumter, (803) 773-
5511; 705 Sycamore St. and 810 
Brown St., Bishopville, (803) 
484-6612; and 110 E. Boyce St., 
Manning, (803) 435-8168. 

Johnson said the department 
prefers people make an ap-
pointment by calling (800) 868-
0404, but because of the late no-
tice, walk-ins will be accommo-
dated.

Johnson said DHEC is plan-
ning additional free testing 
days in late spring 2018.

“South Carolina ranked 10th 
in the country and the District 
of Columbia in the case rate for 
HIV diagnoses in 2015,” said Ali 
Mansaray, director of DHEC’s 
STD, HIV and Viral Hepatitis 
Division. “This year, we hope to 

raise awareness and encourage 
people to get tested and to help 
those who are living with HIV 
to start and continue care. Life-
saving HIV treatment is avail-
able to reduce HIV in the body 
to very low levels so that those 
living with HIV stay healthy 
and are less likely to infect oth-
ers.”

In 2015, nearly 700 adults and 
adolescents were diagnosed 
with HIV in South Carolina. As 
of Dec. 31, 2016, there were an 
estimated 18,998 South Caroli-
na residents living with diag-
nosed HIV infection, including 
AIDS.

“Early detection through 
testing remains essential to 
successfully identifying and 
treating the disease and help-

ing to end the epidemic,” Man-
saray said.

Another vital component to 
ending the HIV epidemic is en-
suring that all persons living 
with HIV are in a continuous 
system of medical care and 
treatment. DHEC estimates 
that almost 6,000 persons living 
with HIV in South Carolina are 
not receiving medical treat-
ment. To address this situation, 
DHEC has implemented a new 
public health strategy, “Data to 
Care,” which offers those living 
with HIV assistance and sup-
port to bring them back into 
care and help them to stay in 
treatment.

“Medical treatment is so ef-
fective that persons living with 
HIV can effectively control the 

production of HIV,” said Dr. 
Bambi Gaddist, executive direc-
tor of the Joseph H. Neal Well-
ness Center. “The CDC recently 
announced that people who 
take their HIV medications as 
prescribed and achieve and 
maintain undetectable viral 
loads have effectively no risk of  
sexually transmitting the virus 
to an HIV-negative partner.” 
Gaddist is referring to the no-
tice updating HIV Treatment 
and Viral Suppression released 
by the CDC in September.

For more information about 
HIV testing, as well as local 
HIV testing sites, call DHEC’s 
AIDS/STD Hotline at 1-800-322-
AIDS (1-800-322-2437), or visit 
DHEC’s website at www.scdhec.
gov/HIV.

BY JIM HILLEY
jim@theitem.com
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Choirs will present 
annual Christmas 
concert on Sunday
BY IVY MOORE
Special to The Sumter Item

For almost half  a century, 
the Woman’s Afternoon Music 
Club has welcomed the season 
of Advent by bringing together 
vocal ensembles from the com-
munity for a concert of  Christ-
mas music. For 47 years the 
Festival of  Choirs has been 
presented on the first Sunday 
of Advent, which this year 
falls on Dec. 3.

Christians pre-
pare for Christmas 
and the commem-
oration of Christ’s 
birth during the 
Advent season, 
which ends on 
Dec. 24 each year. 
The music club’s 
Festival of Choirs 
has long been con-
sidered the open-
ing of the sacred 
Christmas season 
in Sumter, Presi-
dent Betsy Ridge-
way said.

She explained 
that each choir 
participating in the 3 p.m. 
Sunday concert at Trinity 
United Methodist Church has 
at least one member who also 
belongs to the Woman’s After-
noon Music Club.

“We also wanted to high-
light our local high school 
choirs,” Ridgeway said, “be-
cause they are so awesome.”

Following the prelude by 
the Trinity Ringers playing 
“West Indies Carol,” a wel-
come from Ridgeway and the 
invocation by the Rev. Joseph 
James, pastor of  Trinity 
UMC, the Crestwood High 
School Chamber Choir will 
open the program with “Hal-
lelujah” from “The Mount of  
Olives” by Beethoven. Debo-
rah Horton will direct, and 
Hamilton Stoddard will ac-
company the choir on organ.

Ashlee Poole will direct the 

Sumter High School Chamber 
Ensemble in Still, Still, Still, 
in a Norman Luboff  arrange-
ment of  the Austrian carol. 
Mark Burns and Kay Rasmus-
sen will accompany on piano.

Ridgeway said the Lake-
wood High School choir will 
be featured in the club’s 
spring concert.

Church choirs performing 
will be Trinity United Method-
ist Church, which is hosting 

the concert, First 
Baptist Church, 
First Presbyterian 
Church, Dalzell 
United Methodist 
Church, St. James 
Lutheran Church 
and Bethel United 
Methodist Church.

Also performing 
in the festival will 
be Sumter Civic 
Chorale, directed 
by Paul Frey and 
accompanied by 
Anne Davé on 
piano. The chorale 
will sing Ruth 
Elaine Schram’s 
“By Candlelight.”

The Woman’s Afternoon 
Music Club Ensemble, directed 
by Betty Shofner, will sing 
“The Hands That First Held 
Mary’s Child” by Thomas 
Troeger and Dan Forrest, with 
accompaniment by pianist 
Susan Hutson and cellist Kyla 
Kitterman.

In addition to the Trinity 
Ringers, Charles Haraway 
will direct the Trinity UMC 
Chamber Choir in singing 
Richard Burchard’s “Creator 
Alme Siderum.” Organist 
Beth Lewallen will accompa-
ny.

Bethel UMC, directed by 
Frey and accompanied by 
Mary Alice Beatson on piano 
and Hugh China on djembe, 
will sing Pepper Choplin’s 
“Beautiful Candlelight.”

First Baptist Church will 
sing “The Little Drummer 

Boy” with Psalm 150 by Kath-
erine Davis, Henry Onorati 
and Harry Simeone, ar-
ranged by Travis Cottrell. 
Allen Lowe directs, with ac-
companiment by pianist Kris-
tin Lowe and organist Pat 
Holloway.

First Presbyterian Church 
will present Geonyong’s 
“Come Now, O Prince of  
Peace” in Jeremy Bankson’s 
arrangement. Joni Brown will 
direct, and accompanists are 
Hamilton Stoddard on piano, 
Alex Beaton on oboe and 

Kenny Jordan on percussion.
Joel Raney’s “Somebody 

Build a Manger” will be sung 
by the Dalzell United Method-
ist Church choir, directed by 
Betty Shofner, accompanied 
by Kelley S. Rembert on piano 
and Jeff  McClendon on cajon, 
an 18th-century percussion 
instrument.

William Scobee will direct 
and accompany St. James Lu-
theran Choir on organ, and 
Michael Baier will play cello 
on O Little Town of  Bethle-
hem by Phillips Brooks and 

Lewis H. Redner, arranged by 
Grant Cochran.

Ridgeway said the congrega-
tion will be invited to stand 
and sing several traditional 
Christmas carols during the 
changing of  the choirs.

As is traditional, the com-
bined choirs will end the pro-
gram by singing George Frid-
eric Handel’s “Hallelujah” 
from his oratorio “The Messi-
ah.” They will be directed by 
Joni Brown and accompanied 
by Beth Lewallen on organ 
and Stephen Winn on timpani.

SUMTER ITEM FILE PHOTO

The First Presbyterian Church choir is seen during a past performance at the Woman’s Afternoon Music Club’s an-
nual Festival of Choirs. This year’s concert of 10 local ensembles will be presented at 3 p.m. Sunday at Trinity Unit-
ed Methodist Church. The Advent concert is considered the beginning of the sacred Christmas season in Sumter.

WANT TO GO?

Admission to Sunday’s 3 
p.m. Festival of Choirs at 
Trinity United Methodist 
Church, 226 W. Liberty St., 
is free, and the public is 
invited to attend. Baskets 
for a freewill offering will 
be placed at the back of 
the sanctuary should 
attendees wish to 
contribute to three music 
scholarships awarded by 
the Woman’s Afternoon 
Music Club to local high 
school music students.

SHOP US ONLINE!  WWW.OUTLETFURNITURE.COM

Tis the Season

Like Us On Facebook !

Cash, Check, Credit Cards & Financing are available. See Store For Details.
-LAYAWAY AVAILABLE-

BRAD CATHY WAYNE MATT KRIS

2891 Broad Street | Sumter, SC 29150 

803-469-8733
Open: Mon-Fri : 9:30am-7pm | Sat: 9:30am-5pm | Closed Sunday

50%  
Suggested 

Retail On All 
Mattress Sets

OFFfor

Sale

ONLINE!ONLINE!  WWWONLINE! WWWSHOP US OSHOP US OSHOP US O

Going on now at 
Discount 
Furniture 

Outlet

WARM UP AT WALLY’S

Wally’s Hardware
469-85311291 Broad St. Ext. • Sumter, SC

Open: Mon-Fri. 8am - 5:30pm • Sat. 8am - 2pm



 A4    |   WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2017 LOCAL  |  STATE  THE SUMTER ITEM  

Lose fat, keep muscle

L
osing weight can be a struggle, but making sure 

you are losing the right kind of  weight requires a 

completely different approach. 

Because health pro-
fessionals support 
body composition — 
muscle-to-fat ratio — 
as a greater indicator 
of  health status than 
weight alone, the 
strategy for weight 
loss needs to change. 
Losing weight does 
not guarantee that 
you are losing body 
fat. Instead, many weight-loss 
programs result in loss of  
lean body mass: muscle, 
water and bone density. 
While seeing the number on 
the scale go down can be ex-
citing, losing lean body mass 
is not.

Although the scale is an im-
portant tool in measuring 
progress, it cannot be your 
sole means of  measuring 
your improvement. How can 
you be sure that the weight 
you are losing or gaining is 
fat? The only information you 
get from a scale is your 
weight which includes bones, 
skin, muscles, fat, organs, 
blood, water and the clothes 
that you are wearing. It does 
not tell you how much of  that 
weight is muscle or fat. 

Muscle and fat are different 
tissues with different func-
tions. Muscle is metabolically 
active, which is designed to 
contract and respond based 
on the demand placed on it. It 
can get stronger with exer-
cise and weaker without it, 
and it is supported by a 
healthy diet. Fat cells grow 
and shrink based on your 
body’s energy needs and how 
much and what you eat. It is 
basically your body’s storage 
dump for food that cannot be 
used.

Internal body fat and exter-
nal body fat are both affected 

by nutrition intake 
and physical activity. 
While you can’t con-
trol which type of  fat 
you gain or lose, 
adopting healthy be-
havior to reduce body 
fat can improve your 
health. Some experts 
suggest that losing 
weight is not even 
necessary to improve 

your health status or improve 
your physique; rather, it is fo-
cusing on body fat reduction 
through healthy practices 
that can more quickly pro-
duce desired results.

When you exercise, 100 per-
cent of  your muscle capillar-
ies open, as compared to 20 
percent at rest, allowing more 
blood to flow to your muscle. 
In fact, your blood volume 
can increase up to 800 per-
cent. So if  you weigh yourself  
before and after exercise and 
notice that you have lost 
weight, it is fluid that you 
have lost, not fat. It is recom-
mended that you drink the 
same amount of  weight in 
water that was lost. So it is 
safe to say that it is normal 
for the scale go up after exer-
cise. 

But don’t give up on your 
exercise routine just yet. 
Building muscle through ex-
ercise increases your meta-
bolic rate throughout the day, 
and your weight will return 
to normal. Depending on the 
intensity of  your activity, it 
may take up to 15 hours for 
the extra fluid to leave your 
body. 

Missy Corrigan is executive of  
community health for Sumter 
Family YMCA. She can be 
reached at mcorrigan@ymca-
sumter.org or (803) 773-1404.

Missy
Corrigan

Colors of fall

JIM HILLEY / THE SUMTER ITEM

Scenic Poinsett State Park in Wedgefield is the perfect place to enjoy the colors of fall.

26 guns stolen 
from Aynor store

AYNOR — More than two 
dozen guns were stolen from 
a South Carolina store dur-
ing the weekend.

The Sun News reported 
that the owner of  Rivertown 
Auction Co. and Gun Store, 
Blake Burris, said every gun 
case was shattered during the 
Saturday-morning robbery, 
but not every gun was taken.

In all, Burris said 26 guns 
were stolen, including AR-
variant rifles and handguns.

Horry County police spokes-
woman Krystal Dotson said 
the suspect or suspects forced 
their way inside the store.

Burris said surveillance 
cameras captured a car pull-
ing up to the store before the 
power was cut.

The case remains under in-
vestigation.
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Regional Cuisine and Signature Recipes 

EXCITING - Award-winning Lifestyle360 
Wellness and Activity Programs

EXPERIENCED - A dedicated team of seasoned
professionals available to assist anytime

www.MorningsideOfSumter.com
ASSISTED LIVING • RESPITE CARE

©2017 Five Star Senior Living
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Local Office 

Get a quote today.

803-938-8200
geico.com/sumter
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www.simpsonhardwareinc.com

40 W Wesmark Blvd. • 803-773-3397
350 Pinewood Rd • 803-774-2275
320 W. Liberty St. • 803-773-9381 
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NOT ALL ITEMS AVAILABLE AT ALL STORES

Tools & Accessories 66 Pc. 20 Volt
Lithium-Ion

Drill/Driver Kit

$$89899999

12V Spotlight

$$111197
• 4 million candle power
•  Direct use with 12V DC plug adapter
•  Detachable red 

lense included
Reg
$24.99

$$999999

88” Patio
Heater

Reg
$149.99

•  48,000 BTU. Uses 20 
lb. propane tank (sold 
seperately)

$19199999

29” x 40”
Plush Top 

Pet Bed
$$999999

27” x 36”
Gusset Pet Bed

Ceramic 
Infrared 
Heater
•  Heats evenly without 

decreasing humidity.
•  Save on heating costs!
•  Heats multiple rooms up 

to 1000 sq. ft.
• 2 year warranty

$1599999
MSRP
$189.99

8’ Trampoline
$$99999999• Available in Blue

• Wesmark Only
Reg
$169.99 also available

Preschool
Trampoline

$$79799999

Jump & Jam

$$24249999

Attaches to the trampoline 
for hours of fun

Reg
$29.99

See our social media accounts 
for even more amazing deals
SeS
f

$69999
20lb. 
Wild Bird Seed

Jacket or Vest

MSRP 
$145.00

$7999Also available 
in Youth

$9999
MSRP 
$120.00

Wesmark Only

$3499
Wesmark Only

Mens 
Sabal Vest

$3999
MSRP 
$69.99

Youth Synchilla
1/4 Zip

Wesmark Only

Shop Simpsons
this Christmas!

Wesmark Location Open This Sunday from 1 to 5 PM

SALE WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 29 - SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3
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•  D

l
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Available in  
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9
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$60 Reg.

$159.99
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d
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•  H
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• 2

25%
off

Single and Double

HammocksHammocks
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ndSingle and Dole and

RED HOT 
BUY

GREAT 
BUYS

SAVE
$25

$$999999
Too

Available in 
Assorted Colors
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m 1 to 5 PM

GIFTCARDS MAKE 
THE PERFECT GIFT

your choice

• 13”& 18” Bag Combo
• 11 pc Metric or SAE  Drive Socket Set
•  10 pc Metric or SAE 3/8 Drive 

Socket Set
• 7 PC Rollup SAE or Metric Socket Set
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Trump’s ‘Pocahontas’ jab stuns families of Navajo war vets

FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. — Fami-
lies of  Navajo war veterans 
who were honored at the 
White House say they were 
dumbfounded that President 
Trump used the event to take 
a political jab at a Massachu-
setts senator, demeaning their 
work with an unbreakable 
code that helped the U.S. win 
World War II.

Trump turned to a nick-
name he often deployed for 
Democratic Sen. Elizabeth 
Warren during the 2016 presi-
dential campaign: Pocahon-
tas. He then told the three Na-
vajo Code Talkers on stage 
Monday that he had affection 
for them that he doesn’t have 
for Warren.

“It was uncalled for,” said 
Marty Thompson, whose 
great-uncle was a Navajo 
Code Talker. “He can say 
what he wants when he’s out 
doing his presidential busi-
ness among his people, but 
when it comes to honoring 
veterans or any kind of  peo-
ple, he needs to grow up and 
quit saying things like that.”

Pocahontas is a well-known 
historical figure who bridged 
her own Pamunkey Tribe in 
present-day Virginia with the 
British in the 1600s. But the 
National Congress of  Ameri-
can Indians says Trump 
wrongly has flipped the name 
into a derogatory term, and 
the comment drew swift criti-
cism from American Indians 
and politicians.

White House spokeswoman 
Sarah Huckabee Sanders, 
asked about criticism of  
Trump’s remarks, said a ra-

cial slur “was certainly not 
the president’s intent.”

Trump made the comment 
as he stood near a portrait of  
President Andrew Jackson, 
which he hung in the Oval Of-
fice in January. Trump ad-
mires Jackson’s populism. 
But Jackson is an unpopular 
figure in Indian Country be-
cause he oversaw the forced 
removal of  American Indians 
from their southern home-
lands.

The Navajo Nation suggest-
ed Trump’s remark was an 
example of  “cultural insensi-
tivity,” and they resolved to 
stay out of  the “ongoing feud 
between the senator and Pres-
ident Trump.”

“All tribal nations still bat-
tle insensitive references to 
our people. The prejudice that 
Native American people face 
is an unfortunate historical 
legacy,” Navajo Nation Presi-
dent Russell Begaye said in a 
statement.

Still, Begaye and relatives 
of  Navajo Code Talkers said 
they’re honored the story of  
the men recruited from the 
vast Southwest reservation to 
become Marines could be told 
on a national stage. Peter 
MacDonald, a former Navajo 
chairman and trained Code 
Talker, who stood beside 
Trump, also took the opportu-
nity to ask for support for a 
Navajo Code Talker museum. 
Trump obliged.

MacDonald didn’t return 

messages left Monday by The 
Associated Press. He didn’t 
visibly react to Trump’s 
“Pocahontas” comment and 
later told the president he 
was certain he would suc-
ceed, crediting military gen-
erals.

Michael Smith, a Marine 
whose father was a Code Talk-
er, said most of  the Code Talk-
ers would be skeptical about 
going to the White House be-
cause it could be construed to 
mean they support a political 
cause.

“So, why did they go? Why 
were they there? He’s putting 
them in the Oval Office to 
say, ‘You did a good job, and 
say hi to Pocahontas?’” Smith 
said. “They should be taken 
care of  as heroes, not as 
pawns.”

Michael Nez, whose father 
helped develop the code based 
on the Navajo language, said 
his father would have been 
upset to hear Trump’s Poca-
hontas comment. But, as 
other Code Talker relatives 
said, his father was taught to 
respect the president as the 
commander in chief.

“It’s too bad he does put his 
foot in his mouth,” Nez said. 
“Why he does it? I don’t 
know.”

Helena Begaii said her 
94-year-old Navajo Code Talk-
er father, Samuel T. Holiday, 
declined an invitation to the 
White House on Monday. She 
said he would have a better 
feel for what happened once 
he reads the newspaper.

“I feel really sad that they 
didn’t get treated with re-
spect,” she said.

Trump’s Pocahontas com-
ment is the latest in a long 
list of  remarks Trump has 
made about people from spe-
cific ethnic and racial groups. 
In announcing a run for the 
presidency in 2015, Trump 
said many Mexican immi-
grants are rapists. He’s 
sought to ban immigrants 
from certain Muslim-majori-
ty nations. He’s come under 
fire for what some said was a 
too-slow federal response to 
hurricane damage in Puerto 
Rico.

The president has long 
feuded with Warren, an out-
spoken Wall Street critic who 
leveled blistering attacks on 
Trump during the campaign. 
Trump seized on questions 
about Warren’s heritage, 
which surfaced during her 
2012 Senate race challenging 
incumbent Republican Sen. 
Scott Brown.

BY FELICIA FONSECA 
and LAURIE KELLMAN
The Associated Press

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

President Trump, right, meets with Navajo Code Talkers Peter Mac-
Donald, center, and Thomas Begay in the Oval Office of the White 
House in Washington on Monday.
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WASHINGTON (AP)  — 
After Hurricane Maria dam-
aged tens of thousands of  
homes in Puerto Rico, a newly 
created Florida company with 
an unproven record won more 
than $30 million in contracts 
from the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency to pro-
vide emergency tarps and plas-
tic sheeting for repairs.

Bronze Star LLC never deliv-
ered those urgently needed 
supplies, which even months 
later remain in demand by hur-
ricane victims on the island.

According to an exclusive 
Associated Press report, FEMA 
eventually terminated the con-
tracts without paying any 
money and re-started the pro-
cess this month to supply more 
tarps for the island. The earlier 
effort took nearly four weeks 
from the day FEMA awarded 
the contracts to Bronze Star 
and the day it canceled them.

Thousands of Puerto Ricans 
remain homeless, and many 
complain that the federal gov-
ernment is taking too long to 
install tarps. The U.S. territory 
has been hit by severe rain-
storms in recent weeks that 
have caused widespread flood-
ing.

It is not clear how thorough-
ly FEMA investigated Bronze 
Star or its ability to fulfill the 
contracts. Formed by two 
brothers in August, Bronze 
Star had never before won a 
government contract or deliv-
ered tarps or plastic sheeting. 
The address listed for the busi-
ness is a single-family home in 
a residential subdivision in St. 
Cloud, Florida.

One of the brothers, Kayon 
Jones, said manufacturers he 
contacted before bidding on the 
contracts assured him they 
could provide the tarps but 
later said they could not meet 
the government's require-
ments. Jones said supplying 
the materials was problematic 
because most of the raw mate-
rials came out of Houston, 
which was hit hard by Hurri-
cane Harvey. He said he sought 
a waiver from FEMA to allow 
him to order tarps from a Chi-
nese manufacturer and for 
more time, but FEMA denied 
the request.

FEMA canceled the con-
tracts Nov. 6, Jones said. The 
government notified his broth-
er and him a few days later that 
it would seek $9.3 million in 
damages unless they signed a 
waiver releasing the U.S. from 
any liability. The brothers 
agreed.

"We were trying to help; it 
wasn't about making money or 
anything like that," Jones said.

FEMA awarded the company 
two contracts Oct. 10 to provide 
500,000 tarps and 60,000 rolls of  
plastic sheeting. More than a 
half dozen others also bid, but 
FEMA said it could not provide 
details about their bids.

"The award of a government 
contract to a company with ab-
solutely no experience in pro-
ducing the materials sought ob-
viously raises very bright red 
flags," said Dan Feldman, pro-
fessor of public management at 
the John Jay College of Crimi-
nal Justice at City University 
of New York. "I would hope and 
assume that the inspector gen-
eral for the Department of  
Homeland Security would 
begin immediately to take a 
very hard look at this process."

A FEMA spokesman, Ron 
Roth, said the agency's review 
process was "somewhat expe-
dited" after Hurricane Maria to 
respond as quickly as possible 
to the emergency. But he said 
the agency did perform its due 
diligence.

"Submissions from potential 
contractors are objectively 
evaluated, and a contract is 
awarded based on the highest-
rated submission," Roth said.

Such "best value" competitive 
solicitations take into account 
past performance and a con-
tractor's ability to deliver as 
well as price, said Alan Miller, 
an attorney who spent 22 years 

advising federal contracting of-
ficials until retiring last year.

"In every circumstance, re-
gardless of the award, whether 
it's $400 to the local stationery 
company for envelopes, or it's 
$400 million for a construction 
contract, the contracting offi-
cer is required to make a re-
sponsibility determination," 
Miller said. "Does this company 
have the infrastructure; do 
they have the inventory pro-
cesses, the production process-
es, the financial capability, for 
performing the work?"

Nine bids were received on 
the first contract for plastic 
sheeting and eight bids on the 
second contract for tarps. Roth 
said Star was determined to be 
the most qualified.

"FEMA's initial technical 
evaluation determined Bronze 
Star could do the jobs based on 

their proposals, which con-
firmed that they could meet the 
product specifications and de-
livery dates," he said.

Kayon Jones, the co-owner of  
Bronze Star, served in the U.S. 
Navy from 1997 to 2000, finish-
ing his duty as a seaman store-
keeper on the USS Gettysburg, 
a guided missile cruiser. The 
contract solicitation gave pref-
erence to veteran-owned com-
panies. According to Navy re-
cords, Jones was never award-
ed a Bronze Star, a medal 
earned by service members 
who serve heroically in com-
bat.

In an interview, Jones told 
The Associated Press he picked 
the name because he has an-
other company with the word 
star in it. He said his brother, 
who is also listed on state in-
corporation documents for the 

business, served in the Army 
and is disabled. Army records 
show Jones' brother also didn't 
receive a Bronze Star, and it 
provided no evidence of a ser-
vice-related injury. Richard 
Jones did not respond to multi-
ple calls and requests through 
his brother for comment.

"My brother and I, we are 
both veterans, so we just came 
up with a name to do business," 
Kayon Jones said. "We're not 
saying we have a Bronze Star 
or anything."

The day after FEMA can-
celed the Bronze Star con-
tract, it awarded a contract to 
OSC Solutions Inc. for plastic 
sheeting for Hurricane Maria 
victims. The West Palm 
Beach, Florida-based compa-
ny has roughly two decades 
of  federal contracting experi-
ence and has produced such 

supplies multiple times.
The FEMA spokesman, 

Roth, acknowledged the con-
tract problems delayed deliv-
ery of  tarps to Puerto Rico 
but said anyone who needs a 
tarp should now be able to get 
one.

More than 93,000 tarps have 
been sent to distribution cen-
ters on the island and now are 
available to cover homes, Roth 
said. The Army Corps of  En-
gineers' "Blue Roof" program 
has provided 11,000 more rein-
forced tarps installed on 
homes by contractors.

To date, roughly $88 million 
in federal money has been 
awarded to four contractors, 
including Bronze Star, for 
tents and tarps, records show. 

The rescinded contracts 
with Bronze Star account for 
35 percent of the total.

Big contracts, no storm tarps for Puerto Rico

EVERY DAY

Myson’s Tire Sales
New and Used Tires

Your Authorized Continental 
Tire Dealer

www.mysonstiresales.com

3272 Broad Street Ext.

803-494-9677

1200 S. Guignard Dr.

803-775-1555

How many silly things can you 
find at this holiday party?

Standards Link: Investigation: Identify objects that fit into a cagetgory and those that do not belong.

Look at the things Jodi would like to buy for her
  family. She has $50 budgeted for her holiday
   shopping. Make a list of the things she could
           buy on her budget.

Thrifty and Fritter are planning a holiday
bash for family and friends. They have

budgeted $500 for the party!

They will need food, decorations and gifts.
These are called goods.

They also need entertainment and perhaps
folks to help set up and clean up. These

are called services.

Look through today’s newspaper and
help Thrifty and Fritter find what they
need. Stay within their $500 budget!

GOODS: SERVICES:

How much money does Thriftyhave left over each month?
THINK ABOUT IT: Whatcould Thrifty do to save moremoney each month?

NOT going to go 
totally crazy 
during holiday 

shopping. 
We need to ...

Oh, Thrifty! Just 
LOOK at all the 

sparkly lights and 
decorations!

Okay, but can you carry the 
budget? My arms are full!

Fritter, you 
really 
need a 

BUDGET!

WAHOOOO!!! 
 

THIS and THAT 
and THOSE and 
THESE and ...

© 2017 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 33, No. 51

A budget is a plan that helps 
you to spend only the amount 

of money you can afford.

Find five new items for sale in the newspaper. 
Chart the items and their prices. Can you find 
similar used items for sale? What is the 
difference in price? What are the advantages 
and disadvantages of buying new versus used?
Standards Link: Economics: Students demonstrate basic economic 
reasoning in terms of how individual economic choices involve 
trade-offs and the evaluation of costs and benefits.

New and Used

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recongized identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

THRIFTY
SPARKLY
SMART
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HOLIDAY
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SALE
MONEY
SPEND
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Standards Link: Mathematical Reasoning: Problem solving using money.

Who bought what? An ice cream cone costs $1.50. 
A comic book is $1.65. A deck of cards is $1.10. Count each 
person’s money to see what they bought.

Send your story to:

Deadline: December 24  Published: Week of Jan. 21
Please include your school and grade.

Getting Through
Sad Times
What do you do when you are 
sad? What helps you to cheer 
up? Write about it and compare 
your ideas with a friend’s ideas.

Carolina Children’s Dentistry VESTCO PROPERTIES
Buying used Mobile Homes, Lots,

Acreage, or Houses In Need of Repair
Call 803-773-8022 anytime
“Proud Supporters Of Literacy 

In Our Community”

piggly wiggly
4 Locations To

Serve You Better
“Investing In Our Futures by 

“Promoting Literacy For Our Kids”

Columbia, SC
(803) 736-6000

1091 Broad St., Sumter
938-9767

Sumter, SC
(803) 775-4793

Specializing In Infants, Children, and Adolescents

1283 Broad Street
Sumter, SC 29150

803-905-5500

Buy a Happy Meal or a 
Mighty Kidʼs Meal and 

GET A 
FREE COOKIE

Sumter Cut Rate Drugs
803-773-8432

32 S. Main St. • Sumter
Since 1936

Hours: M-F: 7AM - 6PM • Sat 9AM-4PM
www.sumtercutratedrugs.com

Roger Armfi eld
GEICO Field Representative

639 BULTMAN DRIVE
Telephone: 803.938.8200

2085 Jefferson Road2085 Jefferson Road
Sumter, SC Sumter, SC ((inside ProGlo complexinside ProGlo complex))

 (803) 905-5266 (803) 905-5266

Miss Kitty’s
Fabric & Children’s ClothingFabric & Children’s Clothing  

10am - 6pm Tues.-Fri. • 10am - 4pm Sat.10am - 6pm Tues.-Fri. • 10am - 4pm Sat.

This page is brought to you by these community minded businesses.

Call 1-800-293-4709 to sponsor this Exciting Page!

This page is brought to you by these 
community minded businesses.

Call 1-800-293-4709 
to sponsor this Exciting Page! www.glassdoctor.com/sumter-sc

803-795-4312

805 N. Wise Dr 
Sumter, SC 29153

This page is brought to you by these 
community minded businesses.

Call 1-800-293-4709 
to sponsor this Exciting Page!

This page is brought to you by these 
community minded businesses.

Call 1-800-293-4709 
to sponsor this Exciting Page!
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Guard Base also use the space 
regularly, while pilots from 
other military installations, 
such as Marine Corps Air Sta-
tion Beaufort, and Eglin Air 
Force Base, Florida, utilize the 
area less often.

However, the size of Bulldog 
limits the training pilots can ex-
perience; it can be traversed by 
an F-16 in less than 8 minutes. 

“Improving the Bulldog Air-
space, both from an electronic 
combat range point of view as 
well as improving the lateral 
and vertical confines of that 
air-space, is in the best interest 
of our pilots, it’s in the best in-
terest of SEAD capabilities, 
(and) it’s in the best interest of  
our country as far as a national 
defense and power projection 
capability,” Thornton said.

The tactics pilots must know 
to prepare for real-world SEAD 
missions require an airspace 
nearly double the size of Bull-
dog. 

“The adversaries we train to 
fight against are developing 
better technology that can de-
tect us at farther ranges, that 
can shoot us at farther ranges 
and because of that, we have to 
adapt our tactics to counteract 
that threat,” Thornton said. 
“Those tactics require range. I 
can’t use the same confined air-
space that we’ve used the last 
20 to 30 years because the 
threat is different. The threat is 
deadlier; it can target more of  
my aircraft at one time, it can 
shoot me from farther away, 
and it can shoot me without me 
knowing. Based on that threat, 
I have to adapt.”

To properly hone their skills, 
Shaw pilots must travel to larger 
airspaces, such as those in Ne-
vada and Alaska. Formal train-
ing is conducted at sites such as 
these for several weeks at a 
time, multiple times per year. 

Reducing unnecessary sepa-
rations from their families for 
training purposes may directly 
affect a pilot’s decision to re-
main in the Air Force because 
it improves their quality of life 
and service, which Air Force 
Chief of Staff Gen. David Gold-
fein said are two of his and Sec-
retary of the Air Force Heather 
Wilson’s focuses in tackling 
pilot shortages.

During a State of the Air 

Force Address in November, 
Wilson stated the Air Force had 
a shortage of approximately 
2,000 pilots.

Yet, the congested skies of  
Georgia are not making an ex-
pansion of Bulldog easy. The 
area is located between major 
commercial airports with 
heavy traffic. 

“The skies on the East Coast 
are only getting more crowded, 
which is why it’s important 
that we have pieces of this East 
Coast pie that are carved out 
for us specifically to do the 
training that we need to do,” 
Thornton said.

By becoming proficient at 
stateside training, pilots con-
vert learned skills into second 
nature, allowing them to focus 
their attention on the dynamic 
environment and challenges 
presented by adversaries while 
deployed.

“If we’re limited (on) what 
we can train against, when we 
deploy and I send the guys 
downrange, they’re not going to 
have the skills they need to 
(fight) against the advanced 
threats that are out there,” said 
Thornton. “In short, by not 
having the airspace and the 
ranges to train against an ad-
vanced threat, the survivability 
of our aircraft and my pilots 
goes down.

“I can’t simulate the threat I 
want to train against in the lim-
ited space I’m provided in Bull-
dog. If we widen those ranges 
out, then I’m able to potentially 
relocate some of those emitters 
… to a location where now 
we’re able to train against a 
near-peer adversary.” 

As 20th FW leaders reach out 
to external agencies in hopes of  
finding a way to expand the 
Bulldog airspace, the wing’s pi-
lots refuse to lose.

“If we had to do (SEAD) for 
real against the adversaries 
that we are supposed to train 
against, we would not be pre-
pared based on the (training) 
limitations we have,” said Capt. 
Gregory Sabol, 55th FS F-16 
pilot. “I am confident we would 
go out and win based on fighter 
pilot mentality. … We would be 
able to go and win because 
that’s who we are, that’s what 
we’ve been trained to do and 
that’s why we’re here.”

WILD WEASELS FROM PAGE A1

LIGHTS 
FROM PAGE A1

Lakewood High School 
AFJROTC will post the 
colors.

The light display will be 
open until 9 p.m. Sunday 
through Thursday and until 
10 p.m. Friday and Saturday. 

Santa’s Village is at Heath 
Pavilion on Garden Street. 
Kids 12 and younger can 
write letters and visit with 
Santa (bring your camera). 
The Evening Pilot Club will 
be selling hot chocolate, hot 
dogs, cookies and cupcakes. 
Music and entertainment 
will be provided. Admission 
is free.

Santa’s Village is open 
from 7 to 9 p.m. Friday, Dec. 
1; from 6 to 8 p.m. Friday, 
Dec. 8; and 6 to 8 p.m. Satur-
days, Dec. 2 and Dec. 9.

For more information, 
call the Sumter Convention 
and Visitors Bureau at (803) 
436-2640 or visit www.sum-
tersc.gov/fantasy-of-lights.
aspx.

MICAH GREEN / THE SUMTER ITEM

Lonnie White winds up some Christmas lights to toss to installers above him at Swan Lake-Iris Gar-
dens on Tuesday.

EDUCATION FROM PAGE A1

involved in the policy process 
who work with students on a 
daily basis,” Hunter said. “I 
think this is a great opportuni-
ty to even push ourselves and 
encourage each other to get 
more involved in it because 
these policies affect our jobs 
and the students we work with 
daily.”

Given vast technological 
changes and increasing work-
force skill requirements on the 
part of business and industry, 
education policies and assess-
ment standards are ever-evolv-
ing in recent years, according 
to Hunter and others. 

To date, Buffalo said she has 
learned various strategies edu-
cators can utilize to affect poli-
cy in a positive way, such as 

connecting with community 
leaders, local school board 
members and even state school 
board members.

Hunter and Buffalo said it’s 
been an invaluable experience 
that can allow them to be a bet-
ter resource to classroom 
teachers in their own schools.

Fellowship program mem-
bers are also learning some 
best practices in public educa-
tion from across the state, such 
as an after-school partnership 
program currently underway 
in Greenville County Schools. 

“We are learning what other 
counties are implementing and 
possibly bring those resources 
and ideas back here, if  we can 
implement them,” Buffalo 
said.

1152 Pocalla Rd, Sumter

(803) 773-8016
Open Mon.-Fri. • 9am-5pm

*We Service What We Sell*
Financing Available

www.bobsappliancessc.com

Got leftovers?
Let us sell you a new refrigerator

NEW CONSTRUCTION 
PACKAGES AVAILABLE

#WTW5000DW

Stainless Steel
French Door Refrigerator
• 25.8 cu. ft.
• Platinum Interior
• Preserva Food 

Care System

ITEM# KRMF706ESS

#WW# TTWW50500000000000DDDDWW

Lamps ....................................$15
Rugs.......................................$39
4 Drawer Chests .....................$79 
Bean Bags ..............................$39

Queen Bedroom Sets ...........$299
Sofa & Loveseats .................$399
Bunk Beds w/Mattress .........$399
Dinette Sets ..........................$169

WE HAVE WHAT YOU NEED AT THE PRICES YOU WANT!

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK • NOW IN TWO LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!

NO CREDIT 
CHECK

TWIN 
MATTRESS SET

ONLY
 $129

QUEEN 
MATTRESS SET

ONLY
 $199

NO CREDIT 
CHECK

NO CREDIT 
CHECK

NO CREDIT 
CHECK

FULL 
MATTRESS SET

ONLY
 $169

Hours: Monday - Friday  9:00 am - 7:00 pm  • Saturday  9:00 am - 5:00 pm • Sunday Closed
Guignard

M
ille

r R
d.

Palmetto Plaza

Hardees

Freedom 
FurnitureFREEDOM FURNITURE

493 N. GUIGNARD • SUMTER, SC • 499-2002
539 A S. MILL ST. • MANNING,SC • 433-2300

What would you give to
your loved ones if you

had the cash?

LOANS FROM $500-$2000

803-775-3536
All loans are subject to our liberal credit policies and collateral requirements.
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BY NARIMAN EL-MOFTY
Associated Press

MANSOURA, Egypt — A 
prison-themed restaurant in 
Egypt? It might seem distaste-
ful in a country where thou-
sands of people, mostly Is-
lamists but also secular pro-de-
mocracy activists, are lan-
guishing in jail on what right 
groups say are trumped-up 
charges.

Yet, the restaurant in the 
coastal city of Mansoura called 
Food Crime is doing good busi-
ness because of its novelty, ac-
cording to patrons. Props such 
as handcuffs, inmate number 
plaques, a prisoners' cage and 
even an electric chair are 
served up as welcome selfie-
fodder.

"It's a catchy idea, and I did 
not want to do something that 
is traditional," said the restau-
rant's owner, Waleed Naeem, 
37. "Our prices are competitive 
— our most expensive sand-
wich on the menu is just 15 
pounds (84 U.S. cents)."

Naeem is irked by anyone 
who tries to link the restau-
rant's theme to the large-scale 
crackdown on dissent since the 
military ousted an Islamist 
president in 2013.

"The people of Mansoura re-
ally like this restaurant and 
think it's a great idea. But oth-
ers are making a huge deal out 
of this on social media," said 
Naeem, who has refused to give 
media interviews to news out-
lets that want him to speak 
about what his eatery symboliz-
es.

"My restaurant is not politi-
cal," said Naeem, who main-

tains that the idea of Food 
Crime was inspired by similar 
establishments in South Korea, 
China and Italy. "I don't think it 
has anything to do with real 
prisons and those inside them."

The restaurant's unusual 
decor attracts many in Man-
soura, like Yasmeen Khouly.

"The idea is crazy, but it's all 
about trying something new, 
and seeing what's out there, she 
said after eating there with a 
friend.

"Obviously seeing handcuffs 
and an electric chair is 
strange."

Engineer Ahmed Atef, how-
ever, said the environment re-
minded him of his days in the 
army and "the prisons I used to 
see when I served."

The motif has even drawn in 
policemen like Amr El Gohary, 
who said he was impressed by 
features of the "amazing decor," 
such as the handcuffs and a 
metal cage that allowed him to 
engage in some role reversal.

"Obviously it made me love 
this place. The experience of  
eating in the cage was interest-
ing because being a policeman, 
I'm the one who puts people in 
handcuffs and prisons."

PHOTOS BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

A customer waits for her food at prison-themed restaurant Food 
Crime in the Nile Delta city of Mansoura, 70 miles north of Cairo, 
Egypt. 

Amr El Gohary, right, and a friend pose for a photograph with plastic plaques that translate to inmates 
with numbers as they wait for their food at Food Crime.

Prison-themed 
restaurant draws 
in curious diners

A plastic 
plaque with 
Arabic that 
reads “inmate 
number 7433” 
and handcuffs 
are part of the 
decor.

‘Obviously seeing 

handcuffs and an 

electric chair is 

strange.’

YASMEEN KHOULY

A customer of Food Crime

Why Miracle-Ear?
Hearing Tests are Always Free!
Free Hearing Aid Cleanings and
Checks for all Makes and Models
3 Year Warranty*
Locally Owned and Operated for
over 30 years
Miracle-Ear has been helping people
hear better for over 68 years
Interest Free Financing with Low
Monthly Payments!

Insurance Accepted

SUMTER

803-847-5044 Polly Poston
Hearing Care Professional

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR 
FREE HEARING EVALUATION!

LIC 110

Full Service Pet 
Grooming On Site!

FARM   PET   GARDEN
Palmetto Farm Supply

335 Broad Street • Sumter, SC

803-775-1204

WE 
CARRY 
A FULL 
LINE 

OF PET 
FOODS. 

Grain Free Chicken

$29.99
30 LB. BAG 

GG

WE LIKE BIG MUTTS

AND WE CANNOT LIE

Fantasy
Lightsof

at Swan Lake
Iris Gardens

SumterTourism.com • 803.436.2640

Santa’s Village!
And don’t forget to stop by

Dec. 1 from 7-9pm & Dec. 2, 8 & 9 from 6-8pm

FREE ADMISSION NIGHTLY DECEMBER 1 - 31
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Self-sabotage 
of blacks and 
diploma fraud

The educational achievement of  white 
youngsters is nothing to write home 
about, but that achieved by blacks is 
nothing less than disgraceful. Let’s 

look at a recent example of  an educational out-
come all too common. In 2016, in 13 of  Balti-
more’s 39 high schools, not a single student 
scored proficient on the state’s mathematics 
exam. In six other high schools, only 1 percent 
tested proficient in math. In raw numbers, 

3,804 Baltimore students took 
the state’s math test, and 14 
tested proficient (http://tinyurl.
com/y7f56kg2). Citywide, only 
15 percent of  Baltimore stu-
dents passed the state’s English 
test.

Last spring, graduation exer-
cises were held at one Balti-
more high school, 90 percent of  
whose students received the 
lowest possible math score. 
Just one student came even 

close to being proficient. Parents and family 
members applauded the conferring of  diplo-
mas. Some of  the students won achievement 
awards and college scholarships (http://ti-
nyurl.com/ydb3v2ya). Baltimore is by no means 
unique. It’s a small part of  the ongoing educa-
tion disaster for black students across the na-
tion. Baltimore schools are not underfunded. 
Of  the nation’s 100 largest school systems, Bal-
timore schools rank third in spending per 
pupil (http://tinyurl.com/ybzglbyp).

Baltimore’s black students receive diplomas 
that attest that they can function at a 12th-
grade level when in fact they may not be able 
to do so at a seventh- or eighth-grade level. 
These students and their families have little 
reason to suspect that their diplomas are 
fraudulent. Thus, if  they cannot land a good 
job, cannot pass a civil service exam, get poor 
grades in college and flunk out of  college, they 
will attribute their plight to racism. After all, 
they have a high school diploma, just as a 
white person has a high school diploma. In 
their minds, the only explanation for being 
treated differently is racism.

Let’s look at math. If  one graduates from 
high school without a minimum proficiency in 
algebra and geometry, he is likely to find 
whole fields and professions hermetically 
sealed off  to him for life. In many fields and 
professions, a minimum level of  math profi-
ciency is taken for granted.

Let’s look at just one endeavor — being a 
fighter jet pilot. There are relatively few black 
fighter jet pilots. There are stringent physical, 
character and mental requirements that many 
blacks can meet. But fighter pilots must also 
have a strong knowledge of  air navigation, air-
craft operating procedures, flight theory, fluid 
mechanics and meteorology. The college ma-
jors that help prepare undergraduates for a ca-
reer as a fighter pilot include mathematics, 
physical science and engineering.

What’s the NAACP response to educational 
fraud? At a 2016 meeting, the NAACP’s board 
of  directors ratified a resolution that called for 
a moratorium on charter schools. Among the 
NAACP’s reasons for this were that it wanted 
charter schools to refrain from “expelling stu-
dents that public schools have a duty to edu-
cate’’ and “cease to perpetuate de facto segre-
gation of  the highest-performing children from 
those whose aspirations may be high but 
whose talents are not yet as obvious.’’ Balti-
more Collegiate School for Boys is a charter 
school. 

In 2016, 9 percent of  its students scored pro-
ficient on the state’s math test. This year, over 
14 percent did so. It’s in the interest of  black 
people for more of  our youngsters to attend 
better schools. However, it’s in the interest of  
the education establishment — and its hand-
maidens at the NAACP — to keep black young-
sters in failing public schools.

Few people bother to ask whether there’s a 
connection between what goes on at predomi-
nantly black high schools and observed out-
comes. Violence at many predominantly black 
schools is so routine that security guards are 
hired to patrol the hallways. The violence in-
cludes assaults on teachers. Some have been 
knocked out, have had jaws broken and re-
quired treatment by psychologists for post-
traumatic stress disorder. On top of  the vio-
lence is gross disorder and disrespect for au-
thority.

The puzzling question for me is: How long 
will black people accept the educational de-
struction of  black youngsters — something 
that only benefits the education establishment?

Walter E. Williams is a professor of  economics 
at George Mason University. 
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Walter 
Williams

Why Roy Moore matters

Why would Christian 
conservatives in 
good conscience go 
to the polls Dec. 12 

and vote for Judge Roy Moore, 
despite the charges of  sexual 
misconduct with teenagers lev-
eled against him?

Answer: That Alabama Sen-
ate race could determine 

whether Roe v. 
Wade is over-
turned. The 
lives of  mil-
lions of  unborn 
may be the 
stakes.

Republicans 
now hold 52 
Senate seats. If  
Democrats pick 
up the Ala-
bama seat, 

they need only two more to re-
capture the Senate and with it 
the power to kill any conserva-
tive court nominee, as they 
killed Robert Bork.

Today, the GOP, holding Con-
gress and the White House, has 
a narrow path to capture the 
Third Branch, the Supreme 
Court, and to dominate the fed-
eral courts for a decade. For 
this historic opportunity, the 
party can thank two senators, 
one retired, the other still sit-
ting.

The first is former Democrat-
ic Majority Leader Harry Reid 
of  Nevada.

In 2013, Harry exercised the 
“nuclear option,’’ abolishing 
the filibuster for President 
Obama’s judicial nominees. 
The Senate no longer needed 60 
votes to confirm judges. Fifty-
one Senate votes could cut off  
debate and confirm.

Iowa’s Chuck Grassley 
warned Harry against strip-
ping the minority of  its filibus-
ter power. Such a move may 
come back to bite you, he told 
Harry. Grassley is now judicia-
ry committee chairman.

And this year a GOP Senate 
voted to use the nuclear option 
to shut down a filibuster of  Su-
preme Court nominee Neil 
Gorsuch, who was then con-
firmed with 55 votes.

Yet the Democratic minority 
still had one card to play to 

block President Trump’s nomi-
nees — the “blue slip courte-
sy.’’

If  a senator from the state 
where a federal judicial nomi-
nee resides asks for a hold on 
proceedings, by not returning a 
blue slip, the judiciary commit-
tee has traditionally honored 
that request and not held hear-
ings.

Sen. Al Franken of  Minneso-
ta used the blue slip to block 
the Trump nomination of  
David Stras of  Minnesota to 
the 8th U.S. Circuit Court of  
Appeals. Franken calls Stras 
too ideological, too conserva-
tive.

But Grassley has now decid-
ed to reject the blue slip cour-
tesy for appellate court judges, 
since their jurisdiction is not 
just over a single state like 
Minnesota, but over an entire 
region.

Thus have the skids been 
greased for a conservative re-
capture of  the federal judiciary 
unseen since the early days of  
FDR.

Eighteen of  the 179 seats on 
the U.S. appellate courts and 
119 of  the 677 seats on federal 
district courts are already 
open. More will be opening up. 
No president in decades has 
seen the opportunity Trump 
has to remake the federal judi-
ciary.

Not only are the federal 
court vacancies almost unprec-
edented, a GOP Senate and 
Trump are working in harness 
to fill them before January 
2019, when a new Congress is 
sworn in.

If  Republicans blow this op-
portunity, it is unlikely to come 
again. For the Supreme Court 
has seemed within Republican 
grasp before, only to have it 
slip away because of  presiden-
tial errors.

Nixon had four nominees to 
the Supreme Court confirmed 
and Gerald Ford saw his nomi-
nee, John Paul Stevens, unani-
mously confirmed. But of  
those five justices confirmed 
from 1969 to 1976, Stevens and 
Harry Blackmun joined the lib-
eral bloc, and Chief  Justice 
Warren Burger and Lewis Pow-

ell voted for Roe v. Wade.
Of  Reagan’s three Supreme 

Court nominees confirmed, 
Sandra Day O’Connor and An-
thony Kennedy cast crucial 
votes in 5-4 decisions to defeat 
the strict constructionists led 
by Antonin Scalia.

George H.W. Bush named 
Clarence Thomas to the court, 
but only after he had elevated 
David Souter, who also joined 
the liberal bloc.

Hence, both Trump, by whom 
he nominates, and a Republi-
can Senate, with its power to 
confirm with 51 votes, are in-
dispensable if  we are to end ju-
dicial dictatorship in America.

And 2018 is the crucial year.
While Democrats, with 25 

Senate seats at risk, would 
seem to be facing more certain 
losses than the GOP, with one-
third as many seats at stake, 
history teaches that the first 
off-year election of  Trump 
could prove a disaster.

Consider. Though Ike ended 
the Korean War in his first 
year, he lost both Houses of  
Congress in his second. Reagan 
enacted one of  the great tax 
cuts in history in his first year, 
and then lost 26 seats in the 
House in his second.

Bill Clinton lost control of  
both the House and Senate in 
his first off-year election. 
Barack Obama in 2010 lost six 
Senate seats and 54 seats and 
control of  the House. And both 
presidents were more popular 
than Trump is today.

If  the election in Virginia 
this year is a harbinger of  
what is to come, GOP control 
of  Congress could be washed 
away in a tidal wave in 2018.

Hence, this coming year may 
be a do-or-die year to recapture 
the Third Branch of  Govern-
ment for conservatism.

Which is why that Dec. 12 
election in Alabama counts.

Patrick J. Buchanan is the au-
thor of  a new book, “Nixon’s 
White House Wars: The Battles 
That Made and Broke a Presi-
dent and Divided America For-
ever.’’ 
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CAROLINA 
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Temperatures shown on map are 
today’s highs and tonight’s lows.

LOCAL ALMANAC

NATIONAL CITIES REGIONAL CITIES

LAKE LEVELS SUN AND MOON

TIDES
RIVER STAGES

Temperature

Precipitation

  Full 7 a.m. 24-hr
Lake pool yest. chg

  Flood 7 a.m. 24-hr
River stage yest. chg AT MYRTLE BEACH

 High Ht. Low Ht.

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/WCity Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W
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Forecasts and graphics provided by 

AccuWeather, Inc. ©2017

TODAY

Mostly sunny

72°

SUNDAY

Mostly sunny

66° / 38°

N 4-8 mph

Chance of rain: 5%

SATURDAY

Cloudy with a bit 

of rain

65° / 44°

SE 4-8 mph

Chance of rain: 65%

FRIDAY

A passing morning 

shower

70° / 48°

NE 3-6 mph

Chance of rain: 55%

THURSDAY

Partly sunny

69° / 50°

SE 3-6 mph

Chance of rain: 5%

TONIGHT

Clear

45°

VAR 2-4 mph

Chance of rain: 0%

WNW 3-6 mph

Chance of rain: 0%

High   65°
Low   28°
Normal high   62°
Normal low   38°
Record high   80° in 1985
Record low   22° in 1991

24 hrs ending 2 p.m. yest.   0.00"
Month to date   0.94"
Normal month to date   2.71"
Year to date   33.51"
Last year to date   44.73"
Normal year to date   43.40"

SUMTER THROUGH 2 P.M. YESTERDAY

Murray 360 354.57 -0.02
Marion 76.8 74.44 -0.05
Moultrie 75.5 74.32 -0.02
Wateree 100 96.59 -0.15

Black River 12 4.47 -0.10
Congaree River 19 2.80 +1.76
Lynches River 14 3.24 -0.05
Saluda River 14 2.70 +0.54
Up. Santee River 80 76.15 -0.02
Wateree River 24 8.13 -0.62

Sunrise 7:07 a.m. Sunset  5:13 p.m.
Moonrise 2:44 p.m. Moonset 2:23 a.m.

Full Last

Dec. 3 Dec. 10

New First

Dec. 18 Dec. 26

Today 4:38 a.m. 3.0 11:39 a.m. 0.5
 5:07 p.m. 3.0 --- ---
Thu. 5:34 a.m. 3.3 12:02 a.m. 0.0
 6:02 p.m. 3.1 12:39 p.m. 0.2

Asheville 65/42/s 61/47/pc
Athens 72/45/s 67/51/pc
Augusta 73/43/s 72/50/pc
Beaufort 73/50/s 73/53/pc
Cape Hatteras 66/52/s 65/50/pc
Charleston 74/48/s 72/51/pc
Charlotte 71/41/s 63/48/pc
Clemson 70/49/s 63/51/pc
Columbia 73/44/s 70/52/pc
Darlington 72/42/s 68/48/pc
Elizabeth City 69/44/s 64/45/pc
Elizabethtown 70/43/s 68/49/pc
Fayetteville 73/41/s 68/45/pc

Florence 72/44/s 70/48/pc
Gainesville 79/54/pc 77/50/pc
Gastonia 71/42/s 63/48/pc
Goldsboro 73/39/s 68/44/pc
Goose Creek 73/49/s 70/51/pc
Greensboro 68/40/s 63/45/pc
Greenville 71/46/s 63/48/pc
Hickory 68/40/s 60/44/pc
Hilton Head 71/53/s 69/53/pc
Jacksonville, FL 78/55/pc 77/53/pc
La Grange 72/53/s 69/55/sh
Macon 75/47/s 73/53/pc
Marietta 70/48/s 66/53/sh

Marion 66/40/s 58/45/pc
Mt. Pleasant 71/51/s 69/52/pc
Myrtle Beach 70/48/s 67/49/pc
Orangeburg 71/47/s 69/53/pc
Port Royal 71/52/s 69/52/pc
Raleigh 69/38/s 65/43/pc
Rock Hill 71/42/s 64/48/pc
Rockingham 71/39/s 66/48/pc
Savannah 76/49/pc 75/51/pc
Spartanburg 70/45/s 61/49/pc
Summerville 72/48/s 70/51/pc
Wilmington 73/46/s 70/46/pc
Winston-Salem 67/42/s 62/44/pc

 Today Thu.  Today Thu.  Today Thu.

Atlanta 70/51/s 67/54/pc
Chicago 47/37/s 50/30/pc
Dallas 69/45/c 70/45/s
Detroit 46/33/s 48/30/sh
Houston 79/52/pc 77/50/s
Los Angeles 76/55/pc 76/54/s
New Orleans 76/63/pc 75/55/sh
New York 59/36/s 48/42/pc
Orlando 80/62/pc 79/59/pc
Philadelphia 61/37/s 53/42/pc
Phoenix 78/60/pc 81/58/pc
San Francisco 61/48/s 62/49/s
Wash., DC 64/41/pc 56/44/pc

 Today Thu.

IN THE MOUNTAINS

Today: Mostly sunny and mild. Winds 
south-southwest 3-6 mph.
Thursday: A passing shower. Winds 
east-southeast 3-6 mph.

ON THE COAST

Today: Mostly sunny. High 68 to 73.
Thursday: Partly sunny. High 67 to 73.

70/45
71/46

69/42

73/44

71/44
72/44

70/48

72/45

72/47

74/48

70/43
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Campbell Soup friends lunch group to 
meet Saturday

Magnus 
needs a 
home for the 
holidays

Imus des-
perately 
needs a 
home of  his 

HAVE YOU TAKEN PICTURES OF INTERESTING, EXCITING, BEAUTIFUL OR HISTORICAL PLACES? Would you like 

to share those images with your fellow Sumter Item readers? E-mail your hi-resolution jpegs to sandra@theitem.com, or mail to 

Sandra Holbert c/o The Sumter Item, P.O. Box 1677, Sumter, SC 29150. Include clearly printed or typed name of photographer 

and photo details. Include a self-addressed, stamped envelope for return of your photo. Amateur photographers only please. 

Photos of poor reproduction quality may not publish. With the exception of pictures that are of a timely nature, submitted 

photos will publish in the order in which they are received.

SUMTER ANIMAL CONTROL PETS OF THE WEEK

AROUND TOWN

ARIES (March 
21-April 19): 
You’ll be 
eager to 
resolve issues 

that arise. Before making a move, 
question your motives. It’s 
important to make choices based 
on knowledge and experience 
instead of assumptions. Offer 
passion and desire, not frustration 
and anger.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Don’t 
let your emotions distract you from 
taking care of your responsibilities. 
Anger may fester, but letting it take 
over will make you look bad in 
front of your peers. Stick to facts 
and remain calm.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Change 
the way you handle your money 
and your relationships. You have 
plenty to gain if you form a 
partnership with someone who has 
as much to offer as you. Love and 
romance are encouraged and will 
enliven your personal life.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Someone will confuse you by 
making unpredictable moves. 
Listen carefully and ask questions if 
you feel uncertain about what’s 
expected of you. Partnerships will 
be difficult if you don’t take 
responsibility for your actions.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): An 
unexpected change to where or 
how you live will turn out 
surprisingly well. Let your 
intelligence be your barometer 
when dealing with unpredictable 
people. You stand to gain from 
someone else’s lack of knowledge.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Home 
improvements and making 
changes to your personal finances, 
contracts or medical issues should 
be your priority. An unexpected 
change will influence how you live. 
Don’t pass up an opportunity 
because of someone else’s 

interference.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Nurture 
important relationships. Do your 
best to keep the peace and offer 
sound advice. Your ability to see 
things clearly will give you an edge 
when dealing with people who 
may try to undermine you. Strive to 
make positive changes.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Stay 
focused on work responsibilities or 
changing your vocation. Set up 
interviews and meetings or update 
your resume. Opportunity will 
present itself if you offer the skills 
you enjoy using the most. Look for 
unique ways to present what you 
have to offer.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
Let your emotions guide you in a 
direction that will satisfy both 
personal and professional goals. 
Consider what it will take to 
advance, and do your best to 
implement the changes necessary 
to put your plans into motion.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): It’s 
best to avoid any sort of dispute. 
Listen to complaints, but don’t get 
into an argument if you don’t have 
to. Concentrate on what you know 
you can do to improve your life and 
your position.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Call in 
favors. Don’t let a personal matter 
interfere with your success. Put 
more thought into ways you can 
lower your overhead and make 
your money stretch further. Make 
alterations at home that will result 
in greater efficiency.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Don’t 
let the changes going on around 
you cause confusion. Ask questions 
and gather facts while you 
continue to take care of your 
responsibilities. If you do a good 
job, it will lead to greater 
opportunity and security.

The Campbell Soup friends 
lunch group will meet at 11:30 
a.m. on Saturday, Dec. 2, at 
Golden Corral.
The Evening Optimist Club’s an-
nual Sumter Christmas Parade 
will be held at 2 p.m. on Sun-
day, Dec. 3. The parade will 
begin at the corner of North 
Main and Dubose streets and 
proceed southward on Main 
Street to Bartlette Street. The 
theme for this year’s parade 
is “It’s a Wonderful Life.” 
Spectators should arrive 
early as all streets that inter-
sect with Main between Du-
bose and Bartlette will begin 
closing at 1:30 p.m. 
The Horatio community’s 16th 
Christmas Lighting and Celebra-
tion will be held at 5 p.m. on 
Sunday, Dec. 3, across from 
the Lenoir store at 3240 Hora-
tio-Hagood Road in Horatio.
The Neighbors Reunion Commit-
tee will meet at 6 p.m. on 
Monday, Dec. 4, at 217 Pear 
St. If you are a past or pres-
ent resident of Frazier Street, 
Hatfield Street, Harry Street, 
South Milton Road or Rainey 
Lane, text Diana Wells-Sin-
gleton at (803) 319-6280 for 
details.
The Sumter County Library will 
hold a 100th anniversary gala 
from 6 to 8 p.m. on Monday, 
Dec. 4, in the main meeting 
room of the main branch of 
the library, 111 N. Harvin St. 
Refreshments will be served, 
and a speaker will hold a 
brief talk on the history of 
the library. The event is free 
and open to the public.
The Town of Mayesville Annual 
Christmas Parade will be held 
at 11 a.m. on Saturday, Dec. 
9, in downtown Mayesville. 
Parade line up will begin at 

10 a.m. at Mayesville School, 
55 Pringle St., Mayesville. Call 
Jeannie Jefferson at (803) 
495-8181 or Nancy Williams 
at (803) 453-5037.
The Lee County Christmas on 
Main will be held on Satur-
day, Dec. 9. Chicken bog 
plates will be available be-
ginning at noon. At 2 p.m., 
there will be a car show as 
well as arts and crafts ven-
dors. The lighted parade will 
begin at 6 p.m., featuring Mr. 
and Mrs. Claus as well as 
cookies and hot chocolate.
The Sumter Civil Air Patrol’s an-
nual Wreaths Across America 
ceremony will be held at noon 
on Saturday, Dec. 16, at Sum-
ter Cemetery, 700 W. Oakland 
Ave., to remember, honor 
and teach about our fallen 
heroes, those currently serv-
ing and our U.S. military vet-
erans. Retired Brig. Gen. 
Hugh Cameron will speak. If 
you would like to sponsor a 
wreath for this occasion, go 
to www.wreathsacrossameri-
ca.org. For information, con-
tact Denise Owen at owen-
mom@aol.com. 
Sumter High School Class of 
1978 will hold a 40th class re-
union planning meeting at 3 
p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 17, at 
the Sumter County Library, 
111 N. Harvin St. Contact 
Sumter High Class of 1978 on 
Facebook or email sumter-
high1978@gmail.com.
The Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 11078 of Summerton will 
meet at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Dec. 19, at the VFW Post on 
Cantey Street, directly be-
hind First Citizens Bank. Din-
ner will be held at 6:30 p.m. 
Call Carl A. Farley at (803) 
478-7593 or (803) 460-8910.
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The last word 
in astrology

EUGENIA LAST

LEFT: Imus, a sweet boy 
who desperately needs a 
home of his own, is 7-9 
months old and weighs 
32 pounds. He gets along 
with other dogs, and is 
learning to walk on 
leash. Imus would be a 
great addition to any 
family. 

BELOW: Magnus, a stun-
ning and sweet boy, is 
1-2 years old and weighs 
42 pounds. He does well 
around other dogs, loves 
to go on walks and has 
an average energy level. 
He is heartworm positive, 
but assistance with his 
treatment is available. 

To inquire about Imus or 
Magnus, call the adop-
tion coordinator at (803) 
774-3232. To view more 
lost/found/adoptable 
pets, see Sumter Animal 
Control on Facebook. An-
imal Control is located at 
1240 Winkles Road.

FYI

AARP Foundation Tax Aide needs vol-
unteers

AARP Foundation Tax Aide vol-
unteers are needed. Minimum 
computer experience need-
ed. AARP will provide tax 
training. To learn more or vol-
unteer, visit www.aarpfoun-
dation.org/taxaide or call 
Lula King at (803) 316-0772 or 
Henry Dinkins at (803) 651-
7361. 
The Single Parent Institute 
meets from 5:45 to 6:45 p.m. 
on the second Monday of 
each month at the Birnie 
HOPE Center. Meetings are 
open to teenage single par-
ents, custodial and non-cus-
todial single parents. You are 
welcome to bring your chil-
dren as the Single Parent In-
stitute is for the entire family. 
Contact Dr. L. Quaneck Wal-
kes at (803) 223-9408 or 
lqwalkes@sctechthisout.
com.
The Sumter Combat Veterans 
Group holds weekly peer to peer 
meetings at 11 a.m. every 
Tuesday at the South HOPE 
Center, 1125 S. Lafayette 
Drive. These meetings are 
designed for veterans to help 
other veterans with PTSD, 

coping skills, claims, bene-
fits, therapeutic counseling 
sponsored by the Columbia 
VET Center at 11 a.m. each 
Tuesday, and one-on-one 
counseling 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
every other Wednesday. 
Open to all area veterans. 
Call James Thomas at (803) 
765-9944.
The Rembert Area Community 
Coalition (RACC) offers a senior 
citizens program 10 a.m.-noon 
each Monday and Wednes-
day at 6785 Bradley St. (be-
hind car wash), Rembert, SC 
29128. Transportation is avail-
able. Call (803) 432-2001.
Having cancer is hard. Finding 
help shouldn’t be. Free help for 
cancer patients from the 
American Cancer Society. 
Transportation to treatment, 
help for appearance related 
side effects of treatment, nu-
trition help, one-on-one 
breast cancer support, free 
housing away from home 
during treatment, help find-
ing clinical trials, someone to 
talk to — all free. Call (800) 
227-2345.

Comfort & Style
31 West Wesmark Blvd. 

Sumter, SC

803-774-2100 
wwwBrownsofSumter.com

Brown’s
“Where Quality Matters”

Furniture & Bedding
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CLEMSON — Clemson is relishing 
another chance to play in a big game.

It’s nothing new for the accomplished 
Tigers.

Clemson, No. 1 in The Associated 
Press poll and the latest College Foot-
ball Playoff  rankings, is 39-3 the past 
three seasons, including 13-1 against 
ranked opponents. Next up is No. 7 
Miami (10-1) for the Atlantic Coast 
Conference championship .

The Hurricanes fell from second in 
the CFP to seventh after losing 24-14 at 
Pitt last Friday.

Clemson coach Dabo Swinney is 
grateful his players understand what it 
takes to succeed in the biggest games. 
But he thinks this year’s challenges 
have molded the current team more 
than past triumphs.

“We’ve had guys that have started in 
an ACC championship game and I think 
that’s important,” Swinney said Tues-
day. “But I think it’s more what their 
experience is with this team this year.”

And they’ve had plenty of  marquee 
games this season to toughen most of  
the newcomers, particularly on offense, 
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USC FOOTBALL

Gamecocks looking to move forward from loss to Tigers

COLUMBIA – South Carolina wide 
receiver Bryan Edwards said he 
doesn’t dwell in the ecstasy of  a victo-
ry or the disappointment of  a loss for 
very long.

Whether we win or lose, I have a 
one-day rule,” Edwards said following 
the Gamecocks’ 34-10 loss to Clemson 
on Saturday at Williams-Brice Stadi-
um. “You take it in that night, and the 
net morning get ready to move on to 
the next opponent. Now we have to get 
ready to see who we’ll play in the 
bowl.”

USC saw its regular season come to 
an end with the disappointing loss to 
the defending national champion Ti-
gers. However, as Edwards referenced, 
8-4 Carolina gets to play one more 
game, a bowl contest likely some-

where in Florida.
While South Carolina certainly gave 

a better showing of  itself  than the 56-7 
debacle in Death Valley in 2016, Satur-
day’s performance didn’t come close to 
what it anticipated going into the 
game. Gamecock head coach Will 

Muschamp is trying to 
maintain perspective on 
the outcome.

“I think that in any sit-
uation – and I’ve learned 
this from being in this 
game for a long time – it’s 
never as good as it seems, 
and it’s never as bad as it 
seems,” the second-year 

Carolina head coach said. “It’s some-
where in between.”

While the South Carolina defense 
gave up 469 yards of  total offense, the 
most disappointing statistic was that it 
only had 207 yards of  total offense. 

More telling is the fact that 84 of  that 
came in the fourth quarter when the 
Gamecocks scored all of  their points.

Sophomore quarterback Jake Bent-
ley struggled throughout the game. He 
finished completing 16 of  29 passes for 
just 126 yards and one touchdown 
against two interceptions, one of  them 
being returned for a touchdown for 
the Tigers’ first points. However, he 
was just 10-for-21 for 49 yards with the 
two picks and no TDs entering the 
final stanza.

“It’s a hard deal when you get down, 
having to throw, especially when they 
start dropping eight in coverage,” 
Bentley said. “We have to find a way 
to run the ball and get better. It sucks 
losing, but we have to get better. We’re 
not going to let this define our pro-
gram and we have to keep working 
and get better.”

Muschamp said he never considered 

taking Bentley out of  the contest de-
spite his struggles.

“Jake’s our quarterback,” Mus-
champ said. “Again, you’ve got to pro-
tect a bit better. Obviously, he would 
probably like to have some throws 
back here and there. Overall, you’ve 
got to do some things. 

“Whether it’s protection or decision-
making, it was a combination of  those 
things. We had a hard time blocking at 
the end of  the day. I’m sure he would 
like to have some throws back, espe-
cially the interception for a touch-
down. We’ll go back and make correc-
tions and move forward.”

“We need to work on the small de-
tails,” Edwards said. “Sometimes we 
get in the moment and we lose sight of  
the small things and it kills us. As we 
get more experience that will come.”

BY DENNIS BRUNSON
dennis@theitem.com

MUSCHAMP

SEE USC, PAGE B6

CLEMSON FOOTBALL

Auburn, 
Oklahoma, 
Wisconsin 
round out 
CFP’s top 4

No. 1 Clemson has big-game experience edge
BY PETE IACOBELLI
The Associated Press

Clemson is No. 1, followed by 
Auburn, Oklahoma and Wis-
consin in the last College Foot-
ball Playoff  rankings before 
the semifinals are set by the se-
lection committee on Sunday.

Alabama fell from No. 1 to 
fifth in the new rankings Tues-
day night after losing to Au-
burn, and Georgia was sixth. 
Miami slipped after taking its 
first loss of  the season last 

BY RALPH D. RUSSO
The Associated Press

SEE CLEMSON, PAGE B6 SEE POLL, PAGE B6

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Clemson quarterback Kelly Bryant (2) scrambles from the pocket against South Carolina line-
backer T.J. Brunson (6) during the first half of the Tigers’ 34-10 victory last Saturday in Colum-
bia. Clemson will face 10-1 Miami in the ACC Championship Game on Saturday.

PREP BASKETBALL

Lady Gamecocks fall short to Hartsville, 48-45, in Schaffer’s return to sideline

MICAH GREEN / THE SUMTER ITEM

Sumter’s Nina Edlow (11) goes up for a shot against Hartsville’s SaQuita Joyner during the Lady Gamecocks’ 48-45 loss on Tuesday at the SHS gymnasium.

Jeff  Schaffer’s return to 
the bench as interim head 
coach of  the Sumter High 

School girls basketball pro-
gram saw a spirited effort 
from the Lady Gamecocks 
but one that came up just 
short of  victory as visiting 
Hartsville rallied for a 48-45 

win. 
“It actually feels pretty 

good, to be honest with you,” 
Schaffer said of  returning to 
coach the girls for the first 
time since a 2002-08 run as 

head coach. 
“It’s exciting when teams 

play hard like that, and it’s 
good to get back out there. 
They played hard. Our funda-
mentals are what killed us. 

Fundamentally, we’re not 
very sound, but once we get 
the fundamentals in we’re 
athletic enough that I think 

BY EDDIE LITAKER
Special to The Sumter Item

SEE SHS, PAGE B6

Not quite Not quite 
enoughenough



TV, RADIO
TODAY
2:55 a.m. — International Soccer: English 
Premier League Match — Southampton vs. 
Manchester City (NBC SPORTS NETWORK).
6:05 p.m. — Talk Show: Sports Talk (WDXY-
FM 105.9, WDXY-AM 1240).
7 p.m. — College Basketball: Auburn at 
Dayton (CBS SPORTS NETWORK).
7 p.m. — College Basketball: Pennsylvania 
at Villanova (FOX SPORTS 2).
7 p.m. — College Basketball: Rider at 
Providence (FOX SPORTSOUTH).
7 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Washington at 
Philadelphia (NBA TV).
7:15 p.m. — College Basketball: Big Ten/ACC 
Challenge Game — Clemson at Ohio State 
(ESPN2, WWBD-FM 94.7, WPUB-FM 102.7).
7:15 p.m. — College Basketball: Big Ten/ACC 
Challenge Game — Penn State at North 
Carolina State (ESPNU).
7:30 p.m. — College Basketball: Big Ten/ACC 
Challenge Game — Michigan at North 
Carolina (ESPN).
7:30 p.m. — Major League Soccer: Eastern 
Conference Playoffs Championship Leg 2 
Match — Columbus at Toronto (FOX 
SPORTS 1).
7:30 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Charlotte at 
Toronto (FOX SPORTS SOUTHEAST).
7:30 p.m. — NHL Hockey: Tampa Bay at 
Boston (NBC SPORTS NETWORK).
8 p.m. — Professional Golf: PGA Tour of 
Australasia Australian PGA Championship 
First Round from Gold Coast, Australia 
(GOLF).
8 p.m. — Women’s College Basketball: 
Middle Tennessee State at Mississippi 
(SEC NETWORK).
9 p.m. — College Basketball: Brigham 
Young at Utah Valley (BYUTV).
9 p.m. — College Basketball: Chicago State 
at Marquette (FOX SPORTS 2).
9 p.m. — College Basketball: Belmont at 
Texas Christian (FOX SPORTSOUTH).
9:15 p.m. — College Basketball: Big Ten/ACC 
Challenge Game — Miami at Minnesota 
(ESPN2).
9:15 p.m. — College Basketball: Big Ten/ACC 
Challenge Game — Boston College at 
Nebraska (ESPNU).
9:30 p.m. — College Basketball: Big Ten/ACC 
Challenge Game — Duke at Indiana (ESPN).
10:30 p.m. — College Basketball: Golden 
State at Los Angeles Lakers (NBA TV).
1:30 p.m. — Professional Golf: European 
PGA Tour Mauritius Open First Round from 
Bel-Ombre, Mauritius (GOLF).

PREP FOOTBALL PLAYOFFS
CHAMPIONSHIPS

SATURDAY
At Williams-Brice Stadium
In Columbia

5A
Dutch Fork vs. Dorman, noon

4A
Hartsville vs. South Pointe, 6:30 p.m.

3A
Dillon vs. Chapman, 3 p.m.

FRIDAY
At Charlie W. Johnson Stadium In 
Columbia

2A
Bamberg-Ehrhardt vs. Abbeville, 5 
p.m.

1A
Baptist Hill vs. Lamar, 8 p.m.

NFL STANDINGS
By The Associated Press
All Times EST

AMERICAN CONFERENCE

East

 W L T Pct PF PA
New England 9 2 0 .818 325 220
Buffalo 6 5 0 .545 224 260
N.Y. Jets 4 7 0 .364 228 257
Miami 4 7 0 .364 174 289

South

 W L T Pct PF PA
Tennessee 7 4 0 .636 242 269
Jacksonville 7 4 0 .636 269 168
Houston 4 7 0 .364 283 285
Indianapolis 3 8 0 .273 195 300

North

 W L T Pct PF PA
Pittsburgh 9 2 0 .818 258 193
Baltimore 6 5 0 .545 236 187
Cincinnati 5 6 0 .455 199 215
Cleveland 0 11 0 .000 166 289

West

 W L T Pct PF PA
Kansas City 6 5 0 .545 272 236
L.A. Chargers 5 6 0 .455 249 202
Oakland 5 6 0 .455 225 261
Denver 3 8 0 .273 197 280

NATIONAL CONFERENCE

East

 W L T Pct PF PA
Philadelphia 10 1 0 .909 351 191
Dallas 5 6 0 .455 248 270
Washington 5 6 0 .455 258 276
N.Y. Giants 2 9 0 .182 172 267

South

 W L T Pct PF PA
New Orleans 8 3 0 .727 322 222
Carolina 8 3 0 .727 248 207
Atlanta 7 4 0 .636 265 230
Tampa Bay 4 7 0 .364 223 262

North

 W L T Pct PF PA
Minnesota 9 2 0 .818 271 195
Detroit 6 5 0 .545 294 264
Green Bay 5 6 0 .455 232 261
Chicago 3 8 0 .273 177 252

West

 W L T Pct PF PA
L.A. Rams 8 3 0 .727 329 206
Seattle 7 4 0 .636 266 212
Arizona 5 6 0 .455 203 278
San Francisco 1 10 0 .091 187 284

THURSDAY’S GAMES
Minnesota 30, Detroit 23
L.A. Chargers 28, Dallas 6
Washington 20, N.Y. Giants 10

SUNDAY’S GAMES
Atlanta 34, Tampa Bay 20
Cincinnati 30, Cleveland 16
Tennessee 20, Indianapolis 16
Buffalo 16, Kansas City 10
Philadelphia 31, Chicago 3
New England 35, Miami 17
Carolina 35, N.Y. Jets 27
Seattle 24, San Francisco 13
Oakland 21, Denver 14
L.A. Rams 26, New Orleans 20
Arizona 27, Jacksonville 24
Pittsburgh 31, Green Bay 28

MONDAY’S GAMES
Baltimore 23, Houston 16

NBA STANDINGS
By The Associated Press
All Times EST

EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
Boston 18 4 .818 —
Toronto 12 7 .632 4½
Philadelphia 11 8 .579 5½
New York 10 10 .500 7
Brooklyn 7 13 .350 10

Southeast Division

 W L Pct GB
Washington 10 9 .526 —
Miami 10 9 .526 —
Charlotte 8 11 .421 2
Orlando 8 13 .381 3
Atlanta 4 16 .200 6½

Central Division

 W L Pct GB
Detroit 13 6 .684 —
Cleveland 13 7 .650 ½
Indiana 12 9 .571 2
Milwaukee 9 9 .500 3½

Chicago 3 15 .167 9½
WESTERN CONFERENCE

Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
Houston 16 4 .800 —
San Antonio 13 7 .650 3
New Orleans 11 9 .550 5
Memphis 7 12 .368 8½
Dallas 5 16 .238 11½

Northwest Division

 W L Pct GB
Portland 13 8 .619 —
Minnesota 12 8 .600 ½
Denver 11 8 .579 1
Utah 9 11 .450 3½
Oklahoma City 8 11 .421 4

Pacific Division

 W L Pct GB
Golden State 15 6 .714 —
L.A. Clippers 8 11 .421 6
L.A. Lakers 8 12 .400 6½
Phoenix 7 14 .333 8
Sacramento 6 14 .300 8½

MONDAY’S GAMES
Cleveland 113, Philadelphia 91
Indiana 121, Orlando 109
Detroit 118, Boston 108
Portland 103, New York 91
Houston 117, Brooklyn 103
San Antonio 115, Dallas 108
L.A. Clippers 120, L.A. Lakers 115
Sacramento 110, Golden State 106

TUESDAY’S GAMES
Miami at Cleveland, 7 p.m.
Phoenix at Chicago, 8 p.m.
Washington at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Denver at Utah, 10 p.m.
Milwaukee at Sacramento, 10 p.m.

WEDNESDAY’S GAMES
Oklahoma City at Orlando, 7 p.m.
Phoenix at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Washington at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
Charlotte at Toronto, 7:30 p.m.
Miami at New York, 7:30 p.m.
Indiana at Houston, 8 p.m.
Minnesota at New Orleans, 8 p.m.
Brooklyn at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
Memphis at San Antonio, 8:30 p.m.
Golden State at L.A. Lakers, 10:30 p.m.

THURSDAY’S GAMES
Cleveland at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
Philadelphia at Boston, 7:30 p.m.
Chicago at Denver, 9 p.m.
Milwaukee at Portland, 10 p.m.
Utah at L.A. Clippers, 10:30 p.m.

FCS PLAYOFFS
By The Associated Press
All Times EST
First Round
Saturday, Nov. 25
Furman 28, Elon 27
Stony Brook 59, Lehigh 29
New Hampshire 14, CCSU 0
Kennesaw St. 28, Samford 17
South Dakota 38, Nicholls 31
Weber State 21, Western Illinois 19
Northern Iowa 46, Monmouth (NJ) 7
San Diego 41, Northern Arizona 10
Second Round
Saturday, Dec. 2
Stony Brook (10-2) at James Madi-
son (11-0), 2 p.m.
Kennesaw State (11-1) at Jackson-
ville State (10-1), 2 p.m.
Furman (8-4) at Wofford (9-2), 2 p.m.
Northern Iowa (8-4) at South Dakota 
State (9-2), 3 p.m.
New Hampshire (8-4) at Central Ar-
kansas (10-1), 3 p.m.
South Dakota (8-4) at Sam Houston 
State (10-1), 3 p.m.
San Diego (10-2) at North Dakota 
State (10-1), 3:30 p.m.
Weber State (10-2) at Southern Utah 
(9-2), 8 p.m.
Quarterfinals
Friday, Dec. 8 or Saturday, Dec. 9
Stony Brook-James Madison winner 
vs. Weber State-Southern Utah win-
ner
Kennesaw State-Jacksonville State 
winner vs. South Dakota-Sam Hous-
ton State winner
Northern Iowa-South Dakota State 
winner vs. New Hampshire-Central 
Arkansas winner
Furman-Wofford winner vs. San Di-
ego-North Dakota State winner
Semifinals
Friday, Dec. 15
TBD, 8 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 16
TBD, 4:30 p.m.
Championship
Saturday, Jan. 6
At Toyota Stadium
Frisco, Texas
Semifinal winners, Noon

COLLEGE BASKETBALL
MEN’S TOP 25 POLL
The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ college basketball poll, with 
first-place votes in parentheses, re-
cords through Nov. 26, total points 
based on 25 points for a first-place 
vote through one point for a 25th-
place vote and previous ranking:
 Record  Pts Prv
1. Duke (65)  8-0  1625  1
2. Kansas  5-0  1531  3
3. Michigan St.  5-1  1481  4
4. Villanova  6-0  1435  5
5. Notre Dame  6-0  1297  13
6. Florida  5-1  1272  7
7. Kentucky  6-1  1179  8
8. Wichita St.  4-1  1134  6
9. Texas A&M  6-0  1130  16
10. Miami  5-0  1001  11
11. Cincinnati  6-0  972  12
12. Minnesota  7-0  929  14
13. North Carolina  5-1  922  9
14. Southern Cal  4-1  681  10
15. Gonzaga  5-1  666  17
16. Baylor  5-0  576  22
17. Louisville  4-0  568  19
18. Virginia  6-0  510  —
19. West Virginia  6-1  418  23
20. Arizona St.  6-0  396  —
21. Xavier  5-1  370  15
22. Texas Tech  6-0  247  —
23. TCU  6-0  133  —
24. Alabama  5-1  128  25
25. Creighton  5-1  124  —

Others receiving votes: Seton Hall 
87, Nevada 61, UCLA 56, Purdue 56, 
Washington St 25, Texas 22, Arizona 
21, Arkansas 17, Tennessee 14, Provi-
dence 9, Northwestern 8, Rhode Is-
land 6, Saint Mary’s (Cal) 5, Georgia 
5, Oklahoma 3, UNLV 2, Vermont 1, 
Texas Arlington 1, Maryland 1.

WOMEN’S TOP 25 POLL
The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ women’s college basketball 
poll, with first-place votes in paren-
theses, records through Nov. 26, 
total points based on 25 points for a 
first-place vote through one point 
for a 25th-place vote and last week’s 
ranking:
 Record Pts Prv
1. UConn (31) 5-0 775 1
2. Texas 5-0 723 2
3. Notre Dame 6-0 698 6
4. Louisville 6-0 695 4
5. South Carolina 6-1 611 3
6. Mississippi St. 6-0 610 7
7. UCLA 5-1 609 5
8. Ohio St. 7-1 569 9
9. Baylor 5-1 557 8
10. Oregon 5-1 470 10
11. West Virginia 6-0 446 11
12. Tennessee 6-0 428 12
13. Florida St. 6-0 380 13
14. Duke 5-1 351 16
15. Maryland 5-2 324 15
16. Stanford 4-3 310 14
17. South Florida 6-1 259 17
18. Texas A&M 4-1 215 19
19. Missouri 5-1 207 23
20. Kentucky 6-0 174 22
21. Oregon St. 3-2 166 18
22. Michigan 4-1 107 25
23. Marquette 2-2 101 20
24. California 3-2 66 21
25. Villanova 5-0 56 —

Others receiving votes: Green 
Bay 31, Arizona St. 26, Oklahoma 
25, New Mexico 19, Iowa 17, Mich-
igan St. 16, DePaul 8, Syracuse 6, 
Minnesota 5, Oklahoma St. 5, 
Kansas St 4, Georgia 3, Southern 
Cal 3.
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SCOREBOARD BOYS AREA ROUNDUP

LMA opens season with 60-51 
victory over Thomas Sumter 

MANNING – Laurence 
Manning Academy’s varsity 
boys basketball team had 
four players score in double 
figures as it opened its sea-
son with a 60-51 victory over 
Thomas Sumter Academy 
on Monday at Bubba Davis 
Gymnasium.

Jerrell Kelley led LMA 
with 18 points. Grayson 
Dennis added 12 and Daw-
son Hatfeld and Chase Lee 
both had 10.

Zach Fugate led TSA with 
13 points and Eli Kessinger 
had 11.

MIDDLE SCHOOL HOOPS
ALICE DRIVE 43
CHESTNUT OAKS 35

Alice Drive defeated 
Chestnut Oaks 43-35 in over-
time on Monday in the sea-
son opener for both teams 
at the AD gymnasium.

Nakeem Isaac had a 

double-double for the 
Hawks with 24 points and 
11 rebounds. Marquis 
Lane-Owens had seven 
points, five rebounds and 
four steals, Joseph Durant 
had six points and three 
steals and Ryan McCants 
had four points, six re-
bounds, four assists and 
three steals.
FURMAN 36
BATES 30

Furman defeated Bates 
36-30 in the season-opening 
game for both teams on 
Monday at the BMS gymna-
sium.

Nicholas Martin led the 
Indians with 11 points. 
Patrick Gibson had seven 
and Traveon Wright and 
Javontae Lewis both had 
five.

Zyeir Gamble led the Ban-
tams with 12 points. Bren-
dan Gathers added five.

JV BASKETBALL
LEE CENTRAL 33
LAKEWOOD 25

BISHOPVILLE – Lee Cen-
tral opened its season with 
a 33-25 victory over Lake-
wood on Monday at the LC 
gymnasium.

Daurrion Kelly led the 
Stallions with 17 points, 
while Omari Martin had 
eight points and 10 rebounds.
LAURENCE MANNING 37
THOMAS SUMTER 16

MANNING – Laurence 
Manning opened its season 
with a 37-16 victory over 
Thomas Sumter on Monday 
at Bubba Davis Gymnasium.

Gabe Harris led LMA 
with 11 points. Kyle Horton 
and Austin Deppa both had 
seven and Denzell Sigler 
had six.

Matthew Dailey led TSA 
with six.

GIRLS AREA ROUNDUP

Roach lifts COMS over Alice Drive 45-35
Chestnut Oaks Middle School’s girls bas-

ketball team defeated Alice Drive 45-35 on 
Monday in the season opener for both 
teams at the AD gymnasium.

Antiyona Roach led CO with 18 points, 
while Kayalah White had 11 points.

Stevye Sinkler led the Lady Hawks with 
22 points. Shakira Singletary had six points.
MAYEWOOD 51
HILLCREST 36

DALZELL — Mayewood defeated Hill-
crest 51-36 in the season opener for both 
teams on Monday at the HMS gymnasium.

Leslie Owens led the Lady Wildcats with 
12 points. Brent Staley added eight.

JV BASKETBALL
THOMAS SUMTER 27
LAURENCE MANNING 24

MANNING — Lindsay Daniel had a dou-
ble-double of  11 points and 11 rebounds to 
lead Thomas Sumter to a 27-24 victory over 
Laurence Manning on Monday at Bubba 
Davis Gymnasium.

Mackenzie Hyder added eight points for 
TSA while Karleigh Young grabbed 10 re-
bounds. Clara Burnette had five steals and 
four assists and Lizzie Silvester had five 
steals.

LEE CENTRAL 34
LAKEWOOD 13

BISHOPVILLE — Lee Central opened its 
season with a 34-13 victory over Lakewood 
on Monday at the LC gymnasium.

Brianna Jenkins led the Lady Stallions 
with a double-double of  10 points and 10 re-
bounds. Jada Rogers had nine points and 
four assists and Nicah Johnson pulled 
down 11 rebounds.
CRESTWOOD 23
LOWER RICHLAND 12

Crestwood High School opened its season 
with a 23-12 victory over Lower Richland on 
Monday at The Castle.

Shaniyah Davis, Jayden Stokes and Kayla 
Williams each had five points to lead CHS.

VARSITY BASKETBALL
THOMAS SUMTER 60
LAURENCE MANNING 42

MANNING — Thomas Sumter Academy 
defeated Laurence Manning Academy 
60-42 on Monday at Bubba Davis Gymnasi-
um.

Lexi Bennett led the Lady Swampcats, 
who were playing their season opener, with 
19 points. Olivia Coker and Brook Bennett 
both had seven.

WEDNESDAY

VARSITY BASKETBALL
Edisto at Manning, 6 p.m.

JUNIOR VARSITY BASKETBALL
Sumter at Lakewood, 6 p.m.

VARSITY BOWLING
Wilson Hall, Laurence Manning vs. Robert E. Lee (at 
Gamecock Lanes), 5 p.m.

THURSDAY

VARSITY BASKETBALL
Lakewood at Sumter, 6 p.m.
Laurence Manning in Trinity-Byrnes Tournament, 
TBA

JUNIOR VARSITY BASKETBALL
Lee Central at Crestwood, 6 p.m.
Varsity and JV Basketball
Robert E. Lee at Florence Christian, 4 p.m.

JUNIOR VARSITY BASKETBALL
Lake City at East Clarendon, 5:30 p.m.

JV AND B TEAM BASKETBALL
Camden Military at Wilson Hall, 5 p.m. (Boys Only)

MIDDLE SCHOOL BASKETBALL
Manning at Alice Drive, 5 p.m.
Bates at Hillcrest, 5 p.m.
Ebenezer at Chestnut Oaks, 5 p.m.
Furman at Mayewood, 5 p.m.
Ronald E. McNair at Lee Central, 5:30 p.m.

FRIDAY

VARSITY BASKETBALL
Lee Central at Crestwood, 6 p.m.
Manning at C.E. Murray, 6:30 p.m.
East Clarendon at Lake City, 6 p.m.
Laurence Manning in Trinity-Byrnes Tournament, 
TBA
Emmanuel Christian at Sumter Christian (Boys 
Only), 4 p.m.

VARSITY AND JV BASKETBALL
Wilson Hall at Pinewood Prep, 4 p.m.
Robert E. Lee at Pee Dee, 4 p.m.

VARSITY WRESTLING
Sumter in Irmo Individual, 6 p.m.
Sumter in Southern Slam (at Eastside High in 
Greenville), 6 p.m.

SATURDAY

VARSITY BASKETBALL
Laurence Manning in Trinity-Byrnes Tournament, 
TBA

VARSITY AND JV BASKETBALL
Crestwood at Sumter, 3 p.m.
Lee Central at Lakewood, 3 p.m.
Mullins at East Clarendon, 6 p.m.

VARSITY WRESTLING
Sumter in Irmo Individual, TBA
Sumter in Southern Slam (at Eastside High in 
Greenville), TBA

LOCAL PREP SCHEDULE

OPEN ENROLLMENT

25 E. Calhoun Street
Sumter, SC 29150

www.crwins.com

2

MEDICARE
October 15 – December 7

AFORDABLE CARE ACT
November 1 - December 15

803-775-1168
Call Scott Kinder Today!Call Scott Kinder Today!

I N S U R A N C E
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AUTO RACING

NASCAR Hall of Famer, World 

War II vet Bud Moore dies at 92

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. 
(AP) — NASCAR Hall of  
Famer Bud Moore, a World 
War II veteran awarded five 
Purple Hearts and two 
Bronze Stars, has died. He 
was 92.

NASCAR announced the 
death of  Moore, born Walter 
Moore Jr., on Tuesday. No 

details were 
given, but Moore 
lived in Spartan-
burg, South Car-
olina.

Moore won the 
NASCAR title in 
1957 as crew 
chief  for Buck 
Baker and car 

owner titles in 1962 and 1963 
with Joe Weatherly. He was 
the oldest living member of  
the NASCAR Hall of  Fame. He 
was inducted in 2011.

“Bud left an indelible mark 
on NASCAR. We are humbled 
that he considers his crown-
ing achievement as his induc-
tion in the second class of  the 
NASCAR Hall of  Fame, one of  
our first 10 inductees,” said 
Winston Kelley, the hall’s ex-
ecutive director.

“Through all his profession-
al racing success, Bud’s most 
significant contribution was 
to his country. While we have 
lost one of  NASCAR’s and the 
United States’ true pioneers 
and heroes, Bud’s legacy and 
memory will always be re-
membered, preserved, cele-

brated and cherished.”
Moore joined the military in 

1943 as an 18-year-old machine 
gunner. He was assigned to 
the 90th Infantry Division, 
which landed on Utah Beach 
in France on D-Day. His unit 
was attached to General 
George W. Patton’s “Third 
Army,” which pushed to liber-
ate Europe.

“Many choose the word 
‘hero’ when describing ath-
letes who accomplish other-
worldly sporting feats. Often-
times, it’s an exaggeration. 
But when detailing the life of  
the great Bud Moore, it’s a 
description that fits perfect-
ly,” NASCAR Chairman 
Brian France said in a state-
ment.

“Moore, a decorated veteran 
of  World War II, served our 
country before dominating 
our sport as both a crew chief  
and, later, an owner ... on be-
half  of  all of  NASCAR, I offer 
my condolences to Bud’s fami-
ly, friends and fans. We will 
miss Bud, a giant in our sport, 
and a true American hero.”

NASCAR was formed in 
1948 and Moore quickly found 
a spot in the sport after the 
war. He referred to himself  as 
“a country mechanic who 
loved to make ‘em run fast.”

Moore was over 6 feet tall, 
making him a standout in the 
garage and victory lane, 
where he visited 63 times as 
an owner.

MOORE

Manning era with
Giants may end ugly

SPORTS ITEMS

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. 
— The Eli Manning era with 
the New York Giants may be 
coming to an end.

And if  it is, it is ending ugly.
The Giants announced 

Tuesday that the two-time 
Super Bowl MVP was being 
benched for the first time in 
more than 13 years so they 
could evaluate the other 
quarterbacks on the roster 
over the final month of  a lost-
and-injury-filled season.

The decision to sit the 
36-year-old Manning was to-
tally unexpected, especially 
with five games left in the 
regular season.

It was clear the decision 
hurt and annoyed Manning, 
who has been the face of  the 
Giants (2-9) since they made a 
bold draft day trade with the-
then San Diego Chargers in 
2004 to swap first-round picks 
and get the No. 1 overall selec-
tion to the Meadowlands.
FLORIDA’S MULLEN FIRES SHANNON

GAINESVILLE, Fla. — 
Florida coach Dan Mullen’s 
first official day on the job in-
cluded numerous staff  
changes.

Mullen dismissed defensive 
coordinator Randy Shannon 
and five other assistants 
Tuesday, a person familiar 

with the situation told The 
Associated Press.

Shannon had two years re-
maining on his contract that 
paid him $890,000 annually.

So the Gators will end up 
with four head coaches on 
the payroll in the future: 
Shannon, who was the for-
mer interim coach, as well as 
Mullen, Jim McElwain and 
Will Muschamp.

Florida has one payment 
remaining to Muschamp: 
$787,500 in 2018.
YAS SPARTANS SEEK SUPPORT FOR 
CHAMPIONSHIP GAME TRIP

The Youth Athletics of  Sum-
ter Spartans Pee Wee football 
team is seeking financial sup-
port and sponsors from the 
community to play in the Pop 
Warner National Champion-
ship to be held Dec. 1-9 at Dis-
ney ESPN Wide World of  
Sports in Orlando, Fla.

The team has set up a GO-
FUNDME page at https://
www.gofundme.com/sumter-
pee-wee-road-to-disney.

Prior to going to Orlando, 
the Spartans will travel to 
Virginia Beach, Va., to play 
the Cleveland Rams from 
Clayton, N.C., in the region 
championship game on Sat-
urday.

For more information, con-

tact Ivan Sanders at (803) 464-
8453.
MEMPHIS FIRES FIZDALE

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Griz-
zlies general manager Chris 
Wallace says the overall prod-
uct is why Memphis fired 
coach David Fizdale, not the 
decision to bench star center 
Marc Gasol for an entire 
quarter of  the team’s eighth 
straight loss.

Wallace also defended Gasol 
against criticism saying the 
center a “coach killer.”

“There were bigger trends 
than just the relationship be-
tween the two of  them,” Wal-
lace said Tuesday. “It just 
hasn’t been going well for us 

after a good start. . And there 
was no indication that it was 
going to change magically 
any time soon.”

The Grizzlies unexpectedly 
fired Fizdale on Monday , the 
coach hired away from his as-
sistant’s job with the Miami 
Heat with great fanfare in 
May 2016. But the Grizzlies 
are mired in their longest skid 
since 2009 and 7-12 overall 
after starting the season 5-1.
UCLA PLAYERS WORKING OUT ON OWN

LOS ANGELES — UCLA’s 
three suspended basketball 
players are working out on 
their own while they await a 
final decision on whether 
they’ll be allowed to play for 

the Bruins this season.
Coach Steve Alford said 

Tuesday that he doesn’t think 
“we’re talking about months” 
regarding a timetable to de-
cide the fate of  freshmen Li-
Angelo Ball, Jalen Hill and 
Cody Riley, all of  whom were 
detained for shoplifting in 
China earlier this month.

As part of  their indefinite 
suspensions, the players 
aren’t allowed to suit up, prac-
tice or travel with the Bruins, 
who are 5-1 and dropped out 
of  the Top 25 this week. Ball, 
Hill and Riley publicly apolo-
gized for their transgression 
while reading prepared state-
ments at a campus news con-
ference on Nov. 15.

PHOTO PROVIDED

The Youth Athletics of Sumter Spartans Pee Wee football team is preparing to play in the Pop Warner Na-
tional Championship to be held Dec. 1-9 at Disney ESPN Wide World of Sports in Orlando, Fla. The team is 
accepting donations to help cover the cost and has set up a GOFUNDME page at https://www.gofundme.
com/sumter-pee-wee-road-to-disney. Members of the team are, first row, left to right: Tremaine Taylor, 
Divon Woods, Jerron Pack, Akelle Crawford, Shayne Madhlangobe, Zion Cobb, Bryce Beutler, Landon 
Smith and Quest Buckman. Second row: Da’Shaun Sims, Elijah Clemmons, Seneca Moore, Kelvin Turner, 
Kaden Fields, Bryce McFadden, Damien Dingle, Dazaun Jackson, Khalil Moody, and Jamarion Thames. 
Third row: Assistant coach Damion Woods, assistant coach Sierra Haynesworth, head coach Ivan Sanders, 
assistant coach Richmond Fields and assistant coach Dwayne Crim.

PRO GOLF

Woods says he’s on the ‘other side’ of pain, loving life

NASSAU, Bahamas — Tiger Woods 
says he is on the “other side” of  too 
many years relying on pain medica-
tion to cope with his back surgeries, 
which led to his arrest on a DUI 
charge six months ago that he attrib-
uted to a bad mix of  prescription 
drugs.

“I’m loving life now,” he said Tuesday.
Woods is making yet another return 

to competition this week at the Hero 
World Challenge, an 18-man event 
with no cut at Albany Golf  Club. It’s 
his first tournament in 10 months and 
his first time competing since fusion 
surgery in April, the fourth operation 
on his back.

Early indications are that Woods 
is in a much better spot than when 
he returned a year ago in the Baha-
mas. According to those who played 
with him in recent weeks, his swing 

looks faster and more fluid, and 
Woods appears to be happy and 
healthy.

Woods reached a low point on Me-
morial Day when he was arrested in 
the middle of  the night after Florida 
police found his car parked awk-
wardly on the side of  the road about 
15 miles from his home, with Woods 
asleep behind the wheel, the engine 
running and a blinker on.

Toxicology reports revealed that 
Woods had two painkillers (Vicodin 
and Dilaudid), a sleep drug (Ambien), 
an anti-anxiety drug (Xanax) and the 
active ingredient for marijuana in his 
system. He went through an in-patient 
treatment program to deal with pre-
scription medication, and last month 
pleaded guilty to a reckless driving 
charge that allowed him to avoid jail 
time.

“I’ve come out the other side and I 
feel fantastic,” Woods said. “A lot of  
friends have helped me. I didn’t re-
alize how bad my back was. Now 
that I’m feeling the way I’m feeling, 
it’s just hard to imagine that I was 

living the way I was living with my 
foot not working, my leg not work-
ing and then the hours of  not being 
able to sleep at all because of  the 
pain.”

Woods attributed the Memorial Day 
arrest to “trying to go away from the 
pain.”

“I was trying to sleep, which I 
hadn’t done in a very long time be-
cause of  the things I’ve been dealing 
with,” he said. “So as my back im-
proved, I’ve been able to start sleep-
ing again because I don’t have the 
nerve pain going down my leg. I don’t 
have my leg twitching all over the 
place. I don’t have these issues any-
more.”

Woods hasn’t won since the 2013 
Bridgestone Invitational, his 79th 
title on the PGA Tour that leaves 
him three short of  tying Sam 
Snead’s record. That might have 
been the last time he had reasonable 
health.

BY DOUG FERGUSON
The Associated Press

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Tiger Woods speaks at a press conference 
at the Albany Golf Club in Nassau, Baha-
mas, on Tuesday. Woods is playing in this 
week’s Hero World Challenge, his first 
tournament since fusion surgery on his 
lower back in April.

NAME: ____________________________________________________________ AGE:  __________________

ADDRESS:  ________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

PHONE: __________________________________________________________________________________ PO Box 1677
Sumter, SC 29151

Mail to:

To enter, just color the picture and submit it, along with the entry form, to the newspaper no later than 12:00 Noon, Monday, December 18, 2017. A panel of judges will choose one winner 
from each age group. Ages 5-7, 8-10 and 11-12. Winners will be contacted by phone and announced in the newspaper on Friday, December 22, 2017. Each winner will receive a prize. No 
Photocopies Accepted Please.

Christmas Coloring Contest

Deadline: December 18, 2017
Publish: December 22, 2017



AUBURN, Ala. — Gus Malzahn 
has been part of  several successful 
seasons at Auburn, one built around 
an otherworldly player and another 
on the strength of  two surreal plays.

The fourth-ranked Tigers have 
soared into title contention this time 
with a pair of  wins over top-ranked 
teams and a steady grind. The effort 
has been good enough to earn a 
Round 2 with No. 6 Georgia (11-1, 7-1 
Southeastern Conference) in Satur-
day’s league championship game 
with a playoff  berth on the line.

Maybe this time Auburn (9-2, 7-1) is 
built for more than a one-year run.

“We’re in a real good spot, and the 
future’s very bright,” Malzahn, who 
is in his fifth season, said Tuesday. 
“We have the ability to sustain it. 
Now, we’ve got to do it. You’ve got to 
do all the stuff, but we’re a lot more 
stable right now than any other time 
that I’ve been here at Auburn so I 
feel good about where we’re at.”

In 2010, Auburn was viewed by 
some as a one-man team with Heis-
man Trophy-winning quarterback 
Cam Newton. The 2013 team benefit-
ed from some huge breaks.

These Tigers don’t want to hear 
any of  that.

They have decisively beaten two 
teams in the past three games that 
sat atop the playoff  rankings at the 
time. The Tigers routed Georgia 
40-17 and beat Alabama 26-14 to earn 
the trip to Atlanta and stretch their 
winning streak to five games.

The last time Auburn had beaten 
either one of  those teams was in 
2013, Malzahn’s debut season. That 
year, the Tigers topped Georgia on a 
deflected pass for a long, game-win-
ning touchdown and the Crimson 
Tide on the now-famous Kick Six to 
end the game before advancing to 

play for the national title.
Newton led the 2010 Auburn team 

to a national championship with Mal-
zahn as offensive coordinator. It was 
coach Gene Chizik’s second season.

In between, Auburn has lost at 
least five games every season. But 
now, Malzahn has had more time to 
build a sturdy foundation with a suc-
cession of  solid recruiting classes.

“We have a lot of  great players, a 
lot of  superstars on the offense and 
defense,” Auburn safety Tray Mat-
thews said. “Back in the day, Cam 
Newton was just the biggest super-
star of  them all. Now, as far as our 
team goes, in every position, every-
body’s pretty good and real solid.

“We have a lot of  weapons on of-
fense, we have a lot of  key players on 
defense. Pretty much every player 
on our defense is a key player.”

Matthews was one of  the two Geor-
gia defenders in coverage on Ricardo 
Louis on that tipped 73-yard comple-
tion four years ago. Now, the transfer 
is one of  Auburn’s team leaders.

This team has been led by strong 
defense and an offense with emerg-
ing stars at quarterback (Jarrett 
Stidham), tailback (Kerryon John-
son) and wide receiver (Ryan Davis). 
All three of  have eligibility left after 
this season.

Johnson, though, is nursing a 
right shoulder injury sustained 
against Alabama. Asked if  the SEC’s 
leading rusher would practice Tues-
day, Malzahn said, “We’ll see.”

“I think it’s going to be a day-to-
day deal,” the coach said. “He was 
better yesterday than he was the day 
before so we’ll see where that goes 
when he’s ready to get out there.”
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Cornhusker fans

catch Frost Fever

OMAHA, Neb. — Nebraska fans are 
gearing up for what to them seems the 
imminent arrival of  native son Scott 
Frost as the Cornhuskers’ new foot-
ball coach.

The message board outside the 
Husker Hounds novelty store flashes 
“Come Home Scott Frost,” and inside 
you can buy T-shirts reading “Nebras-
ka Frost Advisory, Restore Glory” and, 
in a nod to the coming “Star Wars” 
movie, “May The Frost Be With You.”

Bartenders around town are setting 
drinks on “Hire Scott Frost Now!” 
coasters, and Facebook pages in sup-
port of  Frost have popped up.

Frost, whose Central Florida 
Knights are unbeaten and hosting 
Memphis in the American Athletic 
Conference championship game this 
week, has been the topic du jour every 
day for a month on the all-sports radio 
stations in Omaha and Lincoln. Even 
hosts on Omaha’s 50,000-watt news 
talk station have Frost mania.

“I would compare it to a little kid 
on Christmas Eve who knows what 
he’s getting. You can see the package, 
can see the wrapping paper on it, you 
know what it is, but you get so anx-
ious to open it,” said Joe Quinn, co-
host of  the afternoon show on Oma-
ha’s 590 ESPN, the flagship station for 
the Husker Sports Network. “You just 
beg your mom or dad. I want to open 
it. I know what it is. I just want to see 
it.”

Anticipation about Frost has height-
ened since Mike Riley was fired Satur-
day, the day after the Huskers lost 56-14 
to Iowa and finished the season 4-8.

Athletic director Bill Moos acknowl-
edged Frost was on his list of  candi-
dates. Frost hasn’t done much to tamp 
down speculation.

“I’d be hurt if  Nebraska wasn’t in-
terested in me,” Frost said at his Mon-
day news conference in Orlando. 
“We’re undefeated, and I’m from there. 
When you win, a lot of  people are in-
terested in you.”

BY ERIC OLSON
The Associated Press

Can Ohio State’s improved O-line stop the Badgers defense?

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Coach Urban 
Meyer has long said that any success-
ful offense starts with a rugged offen-
sive line. And it was the big guys up 
front who absorbed much of  the 
blame last year when the Buckeyes’ 
attack sputtered at times.

With improvement in the passing 
game and running backs playing more 
significant roles this season, Ohio 
State’s O-line is getting its props. And 
that has generated confidence as the 
No. 8 Buckeyes (10-2, 8-1 Big Ten, CFP 
No. 8) prepare to face No. 3 Wisconsin 
(12-0, 9-0 Big Ten, CFP No. 5) and its 
stout defensive line on Saturday in the 
Big Ten Championship game. The 
Badgers’ three-man front anchors the 
best defense in the nation .

Last season, Ohio State took the 
field with three new starters on the of-
fensive line. Freshman left guard Mi-

chael Jordan often was overwhelmed, 
and right tackle Isaiah Prince strug-
gled in pass protection.

But a year has made a huge differ-
ence.

Jamarco Jones, also a first-year 
starter in 2016, and Prince have been 
standouts at the tackle spots. Meyer 
said the line has been the team’s most 
improved unit this season, even with 
backup Demetrius Knox taking over 
for injured starting right guard Bran-
den Bowen.

Prince was credited with six knock-
downs against Michigan and was 
named one of  the Buckeyes players of  
the game.

“We were blessed for three or four 
years having the best (offensive line) 
in the Big Ten, then we didn’t and it 
was hard,” Meyer said. “Right now, 
they are one of  the strengths of  our 
team.”

A play with less than two minutes 
left and Ohio State clinging to a 24-20 

lead over Michigan Saturday showed 
how the offensive line can impose its 
will.

On first down from the Michigan 25, 
Ohio State center Billy Price blasted 

out left and displaced 
Wolverines defensive tackle Maurice 
Hurst. Knox and Prince double-
teamed another lineman, forcing him 
back into a safety, while tight end 

Ohio State 
offensive lineman 
Billy Price will lead 
the Buckeyes’ 
improved 
offensive line 
against Wisconsin 
in the Big 10 
championship 
game on Saturday 
in Indianapolis.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BY MITCH STACY
The Associated Press

No. 4 Auburn hoping run 
not just 1-year Cam-eo

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Auburn’s Dontavius Russell, second from left, tackles Georgia’s Nick Chubb (27) as 
several players join in on the play during the Tigers’ 40-17 regular-season victory. 
The teams will face off again Saturday in the SEC Championship game in Atlanta. 
Read the full story at www.theitem.com.

BY JOHN ZENOR
The Associated Press

Get Down Pound Bakery

Accidental Artist in the  
Blue Moon Gallery

Charlie’s

The Little Florist

McLeod Pharmacy

The Iron Gallery

Bink’s on Main

The Swamp Log Artisan Gallery

Connexion Communications 
(Southern Celebrations Boutique)

3M Pawn

Crossroads Outdoors

96 District Fabrics

SC Cotton Museum

Lee County Veterans Museum

Get Down Pound Baker

Accidental Artist in the
Blue Moon Gallery

Charlie’s

The Little Florist

McLeod Pharmacy

The Iron Gallery

Bink’s on Main

Visit Downtown Bishopville’s 
specialty shops, galleries & museums

Bishopville, SC

Shop in a Great Small 
Town this Holiday Season...

All shops are conveniently located within a two-block  
area of historical downtown Bishopville.
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Silva powers South Carolina to 78-61 win over FIU

USC MEN’S BASKETBALL

MIAMI — Chris Silva is 
one of  few key holdovers 
from last year’s Final Four 
team and looks to be the focal 
point for South Carolina this 
year.

Silva scored a career-high 
26 points and grabbed 10 re-
bounds to lead South Carolina 
to a 78-61 win over FIU on 
Monday night.

“For us to be a good team, he 
has to become that focal guy 
for us offensively and he wants 
that so it’s my job to help him 
get there,” South Carolina 

coach Frank Martin said.
Silva scored 15 points in the 

first half  and 11 more in the 
second.

“I think Silva took over in 
the second half,” FIU coach 
Anthony Grant said. “That kid 
is a pro so he did the things 
they needed him to do to finish 
the game.”

Silva made 10 of  13 shots 
from the field including three 
dunks. It was his third double-
digit rebounding game of the 
season.

“I wasn’t paying attention 
to my performance,” Silva 
said. “I was just trying to 
play hard and as the game 

was getting harder, I was get-
ting more locked in and the 
guys were doing a good job of  
passing the ball in the post. I 
was just trying to get what I 
got.”

Maik Kotsar scored 16 
points, Justin Minaya added 
13, Frank Booker chipped in 
12, and Hassani Gravett had 
seven points, 10 rebounds, and 
seven assists for South Caroli-
na (5-1).

“Our experienced players, 
Chris, Maik, and Hassani 
came out here and led us and 
they performed, competed, and 
helped us get a win,” Martin 
said.

BY CHRISTOPHER STOCK
The Associated Press

PRO FOOTBALL

Panthers, reeling Saints set for showdown

METAIRIE, La. — Just like 
that, New Orleans’ eight-
game winning streak is over 
and its playoff  fate is far 
from certain.

Saints players know it. The 
question is how they’ll re-
spond to a five-week stretch 
that features three games 
against division rivals which 
are also in the hunt and in-
cludes a Thursday night 
road game.

“It’s just one of  those 
years where you have a lot of  
teams looking to be that top 
dog,” Saints defensive tackle 
Sheldon Rankins said Mon-
day. “We’re still in position 
where we have control of  our 
own destiny.”

Saints players and coaches 
spent Monday morning re-
viewing video of  a loss to the 
Rams in Los Angeles on Sun-
day that dropped New Or-
leans (8-3) into a first-place 
tie with Carolina in the NFC 
South.

The Panthers, winners of  
four straight, visit the Super-
dome this Sunday. The 
Saints then play at Atlanta 
(7-4) the following Thursday 
night.

“We play in one of  the 
toughest — if  not the tough-
est — divisions in football,” 
Rankins said. “We know that 
each of  these division games 
count. It’s definitely a big 
stretch coming for us. We 
have to regroup after this 
loss and get back on a win-
ning streak.”

The Saints looked vulner-

able even before they head-
ed to Los Angeles, needing 
an unlikely 15-point, 

fourth-quarter comeback 
against Washington to ex-
tend their recent winning 

streak to eight.
On paper, the matchup 

with the Rams looked unfa-
vorable for New Orleans . 
The Rams rank second in 
the NFL in scoring (29.9 
points per game), while the 
Saints were missing both 
starting cornerbacks — 
Marshon Lattimore (ankle) 
and Ken Crawley (abdo-
men). Also out was starting 
defensive end Alex Okafor, 
who’d been lost for the sea-
son with an Achilles injury 
a week earlier.

But coach Sean Payton 
wasn’t entirely displeased 
with the performance of  the 
defense, which allowed just 
two touchdowns and forced 
four field goals in a 26-20 
loss.

The Saints sacked the 
Rams’ Jared Goff  four times, 
intercepted him once and 
stopped the Rams’ offense on 
11 of  14 third down plays.

Payton’s bigger concern 
was how poorly his own nor-
mally prolific offense func-
tioned. The Saints converted 
only three of  13 third downs 
and didn’t score a second 
touchdown until less than 
two minutes remained.

“Offensively, we really 
struggled to maintain any 
type of  a semblance of  a 
rhythm,” Payton said. “It 
was too inconsistent overall.

“You’re numbers are going 
to be way down when you’re 
converting three or four 
third downs in a game,” Pay-
ton added. “You’re not going 
to have the amount of  car-
ries you want. You’re not 
going to have the amount of  

plays you want.”
Saints quarterback Drew 

Brees was hurried and har-
ried into repeated inaccurate 
passes, a couple of  which 
were nearly intercepted. 
Payton said poor execution 
on earlier downs caused 
long-yardage situations that 
can be difficult on quarter-
backs against a defense that 
is playing well.

“It’s hard to play quarter-
back. It’s hard for anybody 
on the offense. It’s hard to 
call the plays when you’re 
not having some sort of  
rhythm,” Payton said, add-
ing that Rams defensive co-
ordinator Wade Phillips de-
served some credit for that. 
“I felt like we were out of  se-
quence.”

The Saints’ final stretch 
includes home games against 
Atlanta and the New York 
Jets, as well as a road game 
at Tampa Bay.

Safety Kenny Vaccaro said 
reviewing the loss to the 
Rams is “definitely going to 
help us as a team buckle 
down, hone in on what we 
need to do.”

“It’s tough. We’re tied with 
Carolina. Atlanta’s one game 
back. Minnesota’s playing 
well. There are a lot of  good 
teams, so every game we 
play now matters a lot,” Vac-
caro said.

“We’ve got to get back to 
focusing on the game that’s 
ahead of  us and not so much 
worrying about the playoffs; 
if  we don’t win these games, 
there’s not going to be any. 
We need to worry about beat-
ing Carolina.”

BY BRETT MARTEL
The Associated Press

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Los Angeles defensive back Blake Countess (24) and New Orleans 
wide receiver Ted Ginn Jr. (19) go after a deflected pass in the fourth 
quarter of the Rams’ 26-20 victory over the Saints on Sunday in Los 
Angeles. The Saints are backing into a showdown with the surging 
Carolina Panthers for the top spot in the NFC South.

Our State Tree
Sabal palmetto, cabbage palmetto, is 

the state tree for both Florida and 
South Carolina. For Florida it makes 
perfect sense as this tree naturally 
occurs in massive numbers in coastal 
hammocks and mixed forests. And 
although we do have areas in the coast-
al plain where you can barely walk 
through the abundant natural plantings 
of Sabal palmetto and Sabal minor, the 
sheer number of palmettos isn’t the 
reason it is revered as both the state 
tree and with its placement on our 
state flag.

In June of 1776, nine British war-
ships attacked the then named Fort 
Sullivan which was part of the defense 
system for Charleston. The battle raged 
for an entire day with 400 patriots 
under the leadership of William 
Moultrie firing their cannons at the 
attacking fleet, their protection being 
thick walls made of palmetto logs. 
Unlike timbers from hardwood trees, 
the palmetto logs simply acted like 
sponges, absorbing the British bom-
bardments without splitting and disin-
tegrating. Although Fort Sullivan was 
eventually captured towards the end of 
the war, this initial repulsion of the 
British fleet was an important victory, 
and the fort was renamed Fort 
Moultrie after the commanding officer.

The secret to the success of that for-
tification is that palmetto trees are not 
really trees. Hardwood trees, indeed 
most of our permanent landscape 
planting material, are dicots. Dicots 
have a vascular system, the structure 
that moves water and carbohydrates 

throughout the plant, occurring in 
rings right below the bark. Through a 
system of secondary growth, this gives 
rise to the production of bark and 
wood. If you girdle a dicot, you destroy 
its vascular system and it dies. 

Monocots, on the other hand, don’t 
have a hard exterior woody protective 
structure. Their vascular system occurs 
as scattered bundles of xylem (the 
water transporting part) and phloem 
(the structures that moves carbohy-
drates produced by photosynthesis 
throughout the plant) within the inte-
rior of the plant, and they do not pro-
duce wood. Cereal grains, grasses, 
orchids, and many other plants fall into 
this division of the flowering plant 
world. Palmettos and palms, also, are 
monocots – so our state tree is really 
more like a grass than an oak tree.

Another difference between dicots 
and monocots is their root system. If 
you cut the roots of dicots, they react 
by producing branching roots from 
that cut. If you cut the root of a mono-
cot, however, that entire root dies and 
new roots must be regenerated from 
nodes in the stem. When nurserymen 
dig palmettos, the entire root system 
dies and an entirely new system must 
be produced. To compensate for this, 
all the leaves are removed to allow the 
trunk to retain enough water to live 
until new roots and new leaves can be 
produced.

Clemson University Cooperative Extension 
Service offers its programs to people of all 
ages, regardless of race, color, gender, religion, 
national origin, disability, political beliefs, sex-
ual orientation, marital or family status and is 
an equal opportunity employer.

Amanda McNulty, County Extension Agent
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The Lady Gamecocks had 
their moments against the 
Lady Foxes, including an 8-0 
run that carried over into the 
second quarter as Sumter 
built a 14-8 lead. However, 
Hartsville answered with a 7-0 
run to retake the lead, 15-14, 
in a first half  that saw four 
ties before the Lady Foxes 
took a 23-21 lead into the 
break.

Schaffer was visibly upset 
over shot selection and not 
looking for the open player on 
a few occasions early in the 
second half, even after calling 
a timeout after back-to-back 
threes from Tarewyn Dawson 
and Myesha Huggins gave 
Hartsville its largest lead of  
the night, 29-21. 

The message seemed to sink 
in shortly after as a 14-4 rally 
put the Lady Gamecocks back 
in front, 35-33, with the go-
ahead basket coming on a fast-
break layup from Carnasia 
Wells. Sumter led by three, 38-
35, heading to the final quarter 
and held a 4-point lead, 41-37, 
after Tamerah Brown scored 
off  a reverse move down low 
with 5:49 to go. 

Hartsville tied the score at 
41-41 after two Taleyah Ste-
phens free throws and the Lady 
Gamecocks drew even one last 
time, 43-43, with a Layken Cox 
follow at the 2:31 mark. Sumter 
trailed 47-45 coming out of a 
timeout with 16 seconds left 
and got the ball back as Brown 
came up with a steal of a Harts-
ville inbound pass. 

Brown drove for a layup but 
came up short with nine sec-
onds on the clock. Dawson 
went to the line and made the 
first of  two shots to stretch 
the lead to three with just 
over five seconds left. 

Wells inbounded for the 
Lady Gamecocks, who came 
away with misses from Brown 
and Cox, both within 2-point 
range when a trey was needed 
to tie. 

“A lot of  what we did that 

was mistake-prone was trying 
to do too much on our own, in-
stead of  within the team con-
cept,” Schaffer said. “When 
they did that, they kind of  got 
out of  sync a little bit. Then, 
when we started doing what 
we were supposed to do, good 
things started happening for 
us. Again, that goes back to 
kind of  being fundamentally 
sound and disciplined. You 
have to be a little bit self-disci-
plined in tight games.”

Schaffer called working 
with assistant coach Chris 
Vandevander, who succeeded 
Schaffer after the end of  his 
first tenure, a “full circle” ex-
perience. 

“It’s been great for me, be-
cause she and I think so 
much alike,” Schaffer said. 
“It’s kind of  ironic, too, be-
cause when I used to coach at 
Hudgens years ago she took 

my spot at Hudgens, and then 
when I came to Sumter High 
and I left she took my spot 
here. So we’ve kind of  come 
full circle and we’re back on 
the bench together. It’s very 
good because there are things 
that she sees that I don’t see, 
and vice versa. It works real-
ly well. It’s a good combina-
tion.” 

Brown led Sumter with 12 
points, with Wells adding 10 
and Cox closing with nine. 

Dawson and SaQuita Joyner 
scored 13 apiece to top the 
Lady Foxes.

In the boys contest, Sumter 
pulled out a 73-67 triumph. 
Isiah Moore led the Game-
cocks with 16 points. Omar 
Croskey had 15, Calvin Felder 
14 and Tyree Smalls 10.

Trae Hannibal led the Red 
Foxes with 25. Banquail Bish-
op had 17 and Kyron Gray 10.

Sumter’s varsity teams host 
Lakewood on Thursday and 
are joined by the junior varsi-

ty teams on Saturday as 
Crestwood visits the SHS 
gymnasium
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Muschamp saw his team 
move from six wins in his 
first year to the possibility of  
nine this season. He believes 
the program is on the right 
track.

“We need to continue to re-
cruit. We’re down about 10 
scholarships right now be-

cause of  the attrition we’ve 
taken over with. It is what it 
is; you don’t hear me com-
plaining about it. It’s the situ-
ation we’re in.

“We’re going to continue 
to recruit and develop. We 
had 12 seniors that did a fan-
tastic job for this football 
team, and we’ll continue to 
build the program the right 
way.”

USC FROM PAGE B1

on this latest run.
Clemson (11-1) had a Sep-

tember that forged its cham-
pionship dreams, defeating 
Auburn (14-6), Louisville 
(47-21) and Virginia Tech 
(31-17), the latter two on the 
road.

“That’s where this team’s 
confidence comes from,” 
Swinney said.

Still, players who have 
gone through it before know 
how to prepare and compete 
when the stakes are the 
highest, linebacker Dorian 
O’Daniel said.

“As far as been there, 
done that, we’ve been there 
and we know what it takes,” 
he said.

That was particularly crit-
ical for a team that lost 11 
starters from its national 
title season in 2016, seven of  
those coming on offense, in-
cluding first-round NFL 
draft picks in quarterback 
Deshaun Watson and receiv-
er Mike Williams.

Slowly, the team gelled 
into a unit that defied expec-
tations, Swinney said. A 
couple of  the newcomers 
earned spots on all-ACC 
teams: Center Justin Falci-
nelli, replacing mainstay 
Jay Guillermo this fall, was 
picked first team while 
freshman tailback Travis 
Etienne, who leads Clemson 

with 720 yards rushing and 
12 touchdowns, made the 
third team.

The biggest question 
about Clemson centered on 
quarterback Kelly Bryant, 
who saw limited time the 
last two seasons. Bryant 
struggled last spring at 
times in his earliest at-
tempts to adjust to being the 
guy, Swinney said.

Once fall camp came 
around, there was no doubt 
that Bryant would take over 
the offense. He has complet-
ed 66 percent of  his throws 
for 2,426 yards, 12 touch-
downs and just six intercep-
tions. Bryant also has 
rushed for 639 yards and 10 
TDs.

“I’m feeling a confidence 
there and I’m feeling confi-
dent on this team,” Bryant 
said. “The coaches believed 
in me as the season pro-
gressed to get the job 
done.”

Miami coach Mark Richt 
accepts that Clemson has 
the clear edge in recent 
postseason experience. He 
believes, however, the Hur-
ricanes have had several 
crucial games this season 
that have given them 
enough moxie to compete 
with the defending national 
champs.

Richt said the Hurricanes’ 

41-8 home win over Notre 
Dame was a raucous atmo-
sphere that his team han-
dled well.

“That was about as big as 

it gets,” Richt said. “It was 
good to have that experi-
ence.”

Clemson cornerback Ryan 
Carter is happy for any edge 

the Tigers might bring to 
the title game — and experi-
ence is a major one.

“That’s big for us,” Carter 
said.

CLEMSON FROM PAGE B1

week from No. 2 to seventh, just 
ahead of  Ohio State at eighth.

Each of  the top four teams plays a 
conference title game this Saturday 
against another highly ranked team, 
creating potential play-in playoff  
games. Clemson faces Miami in the 

Atlantic Coast Conference champi-
onship; Auburn and Georgia play for 
the Southeastern Conference title; 
Wisconsin faces Ohio State for the 
Big Ten title; and Oklahoma faces 
No. 11 TCU for the Big 12 title.

If  the top four win out, the semifi-
nals likely would fall into place: 
Clemson would face Wisconsin in the 
Sugar Bowl semifinal on New Year’s 

Day by virtue of  giving the top seed 
a regional advantage, and Auburn 
and Oklahoma would play in the 
Rose Bowl semifinal.

It is likely Miami would jump into 
the top four by beating No. 1 Clem-
son and winning the ACC and same 
goes for Georgia if  it can win a re-
match against Auburn. The intrigue 
would start if  Oklahoma and/or Wis-

consin lose.
The selection committee could be 

faced with a choice between Ala-
bama (11-1) and Ohio State (10-2). 
The Crimson Tide’s resume has no 
wins against teams currently in the 
top 15 and it is done playing, but the 
Buckeyes have two losses by double 
digits, including a 31-point blowout 
at Iowa.

POLL FROM PAGE B1

MICAH GREEN / THE SUMTER ITEM

Sumter High School interim girls basketball head coach Jeff Schaffer 
talks to his team during the Lady Gamecocks’ season-opening game 
against Hartsville on Tuesday at the SHS gymnasium. The Lady Red 
Foxes won 48-45.

SHS FROM PAGE B1

MICAH GREEN / THE SUMTER ITEM

Sumter’s Jodarviyae Durant (22) drives to the basket in the Gamecocks’ 73-67 victory over Hartsville on Tuesday.

Celtic
Tenors
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PHYLLIS B. WIGGINS
Phyllis Marie Beattie Wig-

gins, age 87, beloved wife of  
the late Carl Cecil Wiggins, 

died on Tuesday, 
Nov. 21, 2017, at 
McElveen 
Manor.

Born in Los 
Angeles, she 
was a daughter 
of  the late Ed-
ward and Bertha 
Lincoln Beattie. 

Mrs. Wiggins was a retired 
mortgage loan officer with 
Bank of  America in Califor-
nia. She enjoyed volunteer-
ing at various healthcare 
facilities and singing with 
her church choir. She was a 
member of  Wise Drive Bap-
tist Church.

Surviving are a daughter, 
Deborah Diane Atkins and 
her husband, Larry, of  
Sumter; two grandchildren, 
Larry E. Atkins Jr. and 
Crystal Atkins Hicks; two 
great-grandchildren, Larry 
III and Travis Jr.; three 
brothers, William Beattie 
and his wife, Joyce, Robert 
Beattie and his wife, Nan, 
and David Beattie; and two 
sisters, Beverly Nevill and 
Dorothy White, all of  Cali-
fornia.

In addition to her parents 
and husband, she was pre-
ceded in death by a sister, 
Velma Bennett; and a broth-
er, James Beattie.

A funeral service will be 
held at 11 a.m. on Saturday 
at Wise Drive Baptist 
Church with the Rev. Dr. 
Dearld Sterling officiating. 
Interment will follow at Ev-
ergreen Memorial Park 
cemetery.

Pallbearers will be Larry 
E. Atkins Jr., Trey Atkins, 
Phil Dumas, TJ Hicks, Tra-
vis Hicks and Allen Jones. 

The family will receive 
from 5 to 7 p.m. on Friday 
at Bullock Funeral Home. 

You may go to www.bull-
ockfuneralhome.com and 
sign the family’s guest 
book.

The family has chosen 

Bullock Funeral Home for 
the arrangements.

WILLIAM F. LACHICOTTE III

William “Bill” Fitch Lachi-
cotte III, 60, of  Charleston, 
passed away on Nov. 27, 2017, 
at Charleston. 

He was born on June 4, 
1957, in Sumter, to the late 
William and Vivian (Burress) 
Lachicotte. Bill was a gradu-
ate of  Wofford/Clemson 3/2 
program with degrees in 
math, science and civil engi-
neering. He was a Wofford 
Scholar and a National Merit 
Scholar. Bill had degrees in 
math, science and civil engi-
neering. He earned Eagle 
Scout and the Order of  the 
Arrow. Bill was an engineer 
and part of  the master team 
for the 81st RSC since 2009, 
previously with the Charles-
ton Naval Shipyard. He was 
essential to the upgrade of  
Army Reserve bases through-
out the Southeast. He was a 
member of  La Societe Fran-
caise de Eienfaisance. 

William is survived by his 
wife, Tamra Green of  Charles-
ton; a sister, Lisa L. Allbritton 
(Joe) of  Sumter; and three 
nephews, Joseph Allbritton 
Jr. (Diana), Joshua Allbritton 
and William Allbritton; and 
nieces, Miranda Wahby, Olivia 
Keenun, Claire and Emma 
Green. 

The family will receive 
friends from 6 to 8 p.m. today 
at Simplicity Lowcountry. 

Graveside services will be at 
10 a.m. on Thursday at All 
Saints Church, 3560 Kings 
River Road, Pawleys Island, 
SC 29585. 

Memorials may be made to 
the Alice Drive Baptist 
Church, 1305 Loring Mill 
Road, Sumter, SC 29150, or a 
charity of  one’s choice.

ANNE CREWS

MYRTLE BEACH — Anne 
Crews passed away on Nov. 
14, 2017, in Myrtle Beach, sur-
rounded by her loving family 

as she took the final journey 
into her eternal heaven home. 

Anne was predeceased by 
her husband, Air Force Col. 
Sidney Walker Crews. She 
loved her Lord and her family, 
never tiring of  telling stories 
of  her four children, Navy 
Capt. the Rev. John Sidney 
Crews, Dr. David Pafford 
Crews (Andrea Gore) of  Aus-
tin, Texas, Carol Kuhn (Grant) 
of  Myrtle Beach and Michael 
Walker Crews (Renee) of  
Houston; her seven grandchil-
dren; and nine great-grand-
children. 

She was also fond of  talking 
about all the moves the family 
made during Sid’s many mili-
tary tours around the world. 
Her passion throughout her 
life was met through serving 
and volunteering, her last en-
deavor being at Tuomey hos-
pital in Sumter with the 
American Red Cross. 

A graveside service will be 
held at 2 p.m. on Sunday at 
Evergreen Cemetery. 

Memorials may be made to 
the Red Cross or your local 
Hospice.

You may go to www.bullock-
funeralhome.com and sign the 
family’s guest book.

The family has chosen Bull-
ock Funeral Home for the 
local arrangements. 

WESLEY M. FOSTER

SAN JACINTO, Calif. — Re-
tired U.S. Air Force Master 
Sgt. Wesley Milton Foster, 89, 
passed away on Thursday, 
Oct. 26, 2017, in San Jacinto, 
with his son and family.

Born on June 16, 1928, in 
Gulfport, Florida, he was the 
only child of  the late Wesley 
Alexander Foster and Jessie 
Clayton Foster Mansfield. Mr. 
Foster had 43 years of  federal 
service (24 years with the U.S. 
Air Force and 19 years with 
the U.S. Postal Service). He 
was a life member of  the DAV, 
VFW and Air Force Sergeants 
Association. He was also a 
member of  the NRA, Elks and 

Good Shepherd Baptist 
Church of  Manning.

He is survived by his son, 
Ernest M. Foster (Arlene); 
and four stepchildren, Jimmy 
Hanna (Jamie), Shirley Mitch-
ell (George), Vickie Broughton 
(Ted) and Dola Brooks (Paul 
Torri). 

He was preceded in death 
by four wives, Della Robles, 
Ollie Williams, Carrie Cox 
and Virginia May Grier; and 
son, Guy W. Foster.

A graveside service with 
military honors will be held at 
10 a.m. on Monday, Dec. 4, at 
Florence National Cemetery.

A memorial service will be 
held at 2 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 
10, in the chapel of  Stephens 
Funeral Home with the Rev. 
Esta Gilley officiating.

Stephens Funeral Home & 
Crematory, 304 N. Church St., 
Manning, is in charge of  ar-
rangements, (803) 435-2179. 
www.stephensfuneralhome.
org

DAVID G. PONDS

WEST COLUMBIA — David 
Gabriel Ponds, of  West Co-
lumbia, was born on Friday, 
Nov. 24, 2017. He lived for just 
more than an hour before 
Jesus called him home. He 
was 6.5 inches long and 
weighed 3.2 ounces. He was 
the baby boy of  Joseph An-
thony and Judy Scales Ponds.

In addition to his parents, 
David is survived by his big 
brother, Isaac Anthony; 
grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Anthony Ponds and Mrs. Mar-
garet T. Scales; and his great-
grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Joe J. Ponds, Mrs. Betty 
Felkel and Mrs. Garris Nor-
ris.

David was preceded in 
death by his sister, Violet Ann 
Ponds; grandfather, T.S. 
“Tom” Scales; and great-
grandparents, Mr. Glenn 
Felkel and Mrs. Helen Shuler.

A private family service will 
be held at a later date. 

Memorials may be made to 
Now I Lay Me Down To Sleep, 
7500 E. Arapahoe Road, Suite 
101, Centennial, CO 80112.

Family and friends may 
sign the online guest book at 
www.thompsonsfuneral.com.

OLIVIA B. JOHNSON

Olivia Blanding Johnson 
was born on Feb. 22, 1947, in 
Manning, a daughter of  the 
late Theodore R. and Mary 
Lizzie Blanding. She departed 
this life on Nov. 25, 2017, at 
Palmetto Health Baptist hos-
pital in Columbia.

Olivia gave her life to Jesus 
Christ at an early age. She 
was a graduate of  Lincoln 
High School. She later moved 
to New York to pursue a ca-
reer as a certified nursing as-
sistant (CNA) at New York 
Presbyterian Hospital in Man-
hattan, New York. After many 
years of  service, she contin-
ued in the public education 
system of  New York. She was 
married to the late Charles 
Clinton Johnson for 24 years 
and from this union a daugh-
ter, Trisha, was born.

She leaves to mourn: a de-
voted daughter, Trisha Ni-
cole Johnson; a grandson, 
Tyleek A. Robinson; grand-
daughter, Tileah A. Johnson-
Mack; four sisters, Alma 
Montgomery, Naomi Bland-
ing, Freedosher Campbell 
and Frances M. Blanding; 
three brothers, Richard 
Blanding, Deacon David J. 
(Lilly) Blanding and Minis-
ter Ashby S. (Lorna) Bland-
ing of  Riverdale, Georgia; a 
stepson, Charles (Janice) 
Johnson ll; a stepdaughter, 
Martha Edward; brother-in-
law, Ernest (Diane) Harrod; 
a special granddaughter, An-
nette Johnson; and a host of  
other relatives.

Her homegoing service will 
be held at 1 p.m. on Thursday 
at Mount Zero Missionary 
Baptist Church, 7827 Paxville 
Highway / S.C. 261, with the 
Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Richburg 
officiating. The Rev. Lillian 
Wright will deliver the eulogy. 
Interment will follow at the 
church cemetery.

Mrs. Johnson will be placed 
in the church at noon for 
viewing until the hour of  ser-
vice.

The family is receiving 
friends at the home, 1203 Man-
ning Road, Sumter.

The staff  of  Sumter Funeral 
Service Inc. is in charge of  ar-
rangements.

OBITUARIES

WIGGINS

RECRUITING CORNER

USC hosts prospects for Palmetto Bowl

The Palmetto Bowl served as 
the backdrop for the Univer-
sity of  South Carolina foot-
ball program to host several 

of  its remaining targets for unofficial 
visits. Those prospects were expected 
to include defensive back Jaycee Horn 
of  Atlanta, offensive lineman Jo-

vaughn Gwyn of  Charlotte, defensive 
end Dorian Gerald of  College of  the 

Canyons Junior Col-
lege in California, OL 
Dylan Wonnum of  At-
lanta and defensive 
lineman Rick Sandidge 
of  Concord, N.C.

 Horn, who was 
back at USC for his 
third game of  the sea-
son, announced a de-
commitment from 
Tennessee on Sunday. 
He has also been to 
games at Tennessee, 

Auburn, Alabama, Mississippi and 
Georgia. USC and Alabama will be 
two of  his official visits. 

 Gwyn’s visit was his first game visit 
to USC this season. He was on hand 
for the North Carolina State game in 
Charlotte. He’s also been to NCSU for 
a game. USC and NCSU appear to be 
the top two with him at this point.

 Gerald remains committed to Ten-
nessee but is strongly considering 
USC. This was his second visit for a 
game this season and he plans to re-
turn for an official visit. He also has 
an official set with Louisville and pos-
sibly to Texas A&M. Arizona offered 
him on Friday.

 Wonnum has been to several USC 
games over the past two seasons to 
watch brother DE DJ Wonnum. This 
was his fourth of  this season. He is 
widely expected to sign with USC 
though Auburn still lurks as a con-
tender.

 Sandidge returned to USC for the 
third time this season. He also took in 
USC’s season-opening win over NCSU. 
He also plans to take an official visit to 

USC, which appears to be in the driv-
er’s seat with him.

Linebacker Channing Tindall of  
Spring Valley High School in Colum-
bua ended up taking an official visit to 
Auburn for the Iron Bowl against Ala-
bama. It’s his first official visit. He’s 
also expected to take officials to Flori-
da and UGA. He’s been to USC unoffi-
cially several times and may not use 
an official with USC. Tindall will not 
be an early signee but would like to 
make his commitment in December if  
possible. 

“He has an idea of  a school he likes 
the most,” said Tindall’s stepfather, 
Edward Dimes. “He still wants to check 
more criteria that he wants to see on 
these visits.” 

DE Jarrett Jackson of  Palm Beach 
Gardens, Fla., made an official visit to 
USC for the UF game and is still 
weighing his options while sticking to 
his Louisville pledge. He has official 
visits set with Pittsburgh this week-
end and to Louisville on Dec. 8.

He remains in touch with USC DL 
coach Lance Thompson. “I think their 
interest is pretty high,” 

Jackson said. “He talks to me about 
getting developed. The relationship 
got better (through his official visit).” 

Jackson plans to take his final two 
official visits and then make his final 
decision. He will be an early signee.

One-time Clemson LB target Payton 

Wilson of  Hillsborough, N.C., decom-
mitted from North Carolina.

Jaquan McMillian, a 2019 DB from 
Clemmons, N.C., made an unofficial 
visit to USC for the UF game. USC was 
in strong shape with him early, but 
he’s also very strong on Wake Forest 
at this point.

USC offered ’18 DL Christian Barmore 
of  Philadelphia. His offers include Al-
abama and UGA.

USC offered ’20 DL Jayson Jones of  
Calera, Ala.

OL Jerome Carvin Cordova, Tenn., 
took an official to Auburn over the 
weekend. That was his fifth official 

visit, meaning USC is out of  the run-
ning for one. His other officials were 
to Tennessee, Mississippi State, UCLA 
and Memphis.

CLEMSON

OL Jordan McFadden of  Dorman 
High in Roebuck, a Virginia Tech com-
mitment since the summer, came out 
of  his Clemson official visit two weeks 
in a mood to flip to the Tigers. 

“I’d say Clemson right now,” Mc-
Fadden said when asked which way he 
is leaning. “Me being an instate kid 
and having a great time this weekend 
and just understanding how much I 
could grow as a person at Clemson. 
The visit definitely swayed me over to 
liking Clemson a little bit more.” Mc-
Fadden will play for the 5A state 
championship on Saturday in Colum-
bia and he plans to announce his final 
decision this weekend. 

 DB Brendan Radley-Hiles of  IMG 
Academy in Florida made his official 
visit to Clemson for The Citadel game. 
In his weekly recruiting diary for Die-
hards.com, Radley-Hiles wrote that his 
mother, brother and niece joined him 
on the visit. He added that he enjoyed 
his final meeting with head coach 
Dabo Swinney before leaving. 

“The things we spoke about contin-
ued to show me that he cares about 
me and knows me more as a person 
than a player,” Radley-Hiles wrote. 
“That was exciting to me too because 
of  the caliber of  person that he is.” 

Radley-Hiles is a former Nebraska 
commitment. He took an official to 
UCLA over the weekend and met new 
head coach Chip Kelley. He also has 
been to Nebraska, Texas and Oklaho-
ma for official visits.

 Former Tennessee OL commitment 
Cade Mays of  Knoxville, Tenn., also 
took his official to Clemson for the 
final home game. It was his second 
visit of  the season with the Tigers, 
who have become a major player for 
Mays since he decommitted from the 
Volunteers earlier this month. 

“It’s exactly what they tell you it’s 
going to be and it’s genuine,” Mays 
said. “Everything that you see on your 
visit is what you’re going to get when 
you get there, so that means a lot to 
me. Coach Swinney is a great guy and 
all of  his players love him. (OL) Coach 
(Robbie) Caldwell  is a great coach too.” 

Mays also has taken an official visit 
to Ohio State. And the first three 
weekends in December he will visit 
Tennessee, Notre Dame and UGA be-
fore making his decision. He plans to 
announce on Dec. 20.

Aidan Swanson, a ’19 placekicker/
punter at IMG Academy, made anoth-
er unofficial visit to Clemson for The 
Citadel game. Clemson has given him 
a preferred walk-on offer at this point. 

Swanson plans to return to camp at 
Clemson for a third straight summer. 
He’s also hearing from Louisiana 
State, Syracuse, West Virginia and 
Texas Christian. This season, Swan-
son was 5-for-7 on field goals and aver-
aged 46 yards per punt.

CLEMSON AND USC

 Clemson and USC DE target KJ 

Henry of  Clemmons, N.C., set his offi-
cial visit to Alabama for Dec. 15. He 
also has been officially to USC, Clem-
son, VT and UGA. He will announce 
on Dec. 20.

OTHERS

LB Kyle Wright of  Ben Lippen in Co-
lumbia took an official to Purdue over 
the weekend.

BASKETBALL

Christian Brown, a 6-7 ’19 recruit 
from Lower Richland High in Hop-
kins, visited USC unofficially on Sat-
urday.

Tre McGowens, a 6-3 ’19 recruit of  
Wren High in Piedmont and Hargrave 
Prep in Virgina, also visited USC unof-
ficially on Saturday. He was at WF on 
Friday. He has taken an official visit to 
Clemson and was offered last week by 
Tennessee.

Phil 
Kornblut



Great for person looking for extra income.
If you have good dependable transportation and a 
phone in your home and a desire to earn a good 

extra income...

COME BY & APPLY AT
36 W. Liberty Street

Sumter, SC

CONTRACTORS WANTED!*
For Routes in Our Delivery Area

 A2    |   TUESDAY, APRIL 25, 2017   THE SUMTER ITEM  

*PRN CONTRACTORS AS NEEDED.

GOLDEN KERNEL PECAN CO.
BUYING STATION

803-968-9432
We Sell 15 Flavors

of Pecans

1200C Pocalla Rd.    (Next to Family Dollar)

OWNER FINANCING! 3 acres for
sale by owner near St. Charles. Call
or text 803-464-5813.

Contractors Wanted!
The Sumter Item has newspaper
routes for the following areas:

*North Main, 521,
Beach Forest
*Bishopville

*Mayesville, Lynchburg,
St. Charles & Elliott

Must have good dependable
transportation & a phone in your
home. Come by & apply at 36 W.
Liberty St. or call Reda at
803-774-1257

Land & Lots
for Sale

Sell Your Items In

Appliances, Cars, Pets, Furniture, Yard Sales & More.

It’s Easy - Call Today 803-774-12
www.theitem.com

REALREAL
ESTATEESTATE

690 Bultman Dr 1612 Sq. Ft.
Reception area w/ hdwd floors, 4
Private offices, Conference rm,
Secretarial work area, Copier/Equip.
Rm, Shower rm, 2 1/2 baths, file
storage rm, $2050 mo+$57.76 CAM
Call 803 773-1477

50 Wesmark Ct. 1,177 sq ft.
$1000/mo. + $100 CAM. Reception
area, 3 office space, breakroom, 1/2
ba, file/storage room. 773-1477

LOCAL CORPORATION seeking
upbeat, highly motivated, and de-
tailed oriented individual for Full
Time Position to handle Administra-
tive and Customer Service duties.
Must have proficient computer skills,
have merchandising & management
skills, be able to work well in a
team-oriented environment, be
adaptable to a flexible work sched-
ule, possess excellent communica-
tion skills and have the ability to
multi-task. MUST be proficient in
Microsoft Word, Excel, Power Point.
College degree preferred but not
mandatory. Please send your re-
sume to:
sperkins@ashleysumter.com
or 2850 Broad St., Sumter, SC
29150.

Office Rentals

Help Wanted
Full-Time

Scenic Lake
2 & 3BR 2BA No pets, Section 8
accepted. 499-1500 or 469-6978
btwn 9am-5pm

EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT

SUMMONS

IN THE FAMILY COURT
OF THE THIRD

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
DOCKET NO.

2017-DR-43-468

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF SUMTER

Harold Heyward,
Plaintiff,

vs.
Letisha Davis and Roland Dwight
Bostic,

Defendants.

In the Interest of:

Baconhill Rd./Pinewood SW Mobile
Home, 3BR/2BA, stove, frig, $600
/mo. + dep $1400 to move in
803-236-3981

Summons &
Notice

Need a truckload of firewood?
$60 delivered to Sumter or Manning.
Call State Tree Service at
803-773-1320.

Country Living DW 3BR 2BA on a
Pond $750 Mo + Deposit.
References required.
Call 803 469-9353

4 Cemetery Plots in Evergreen
Cemetery $6000 for all 4 Call
803-775-4045

Mobile Home
Rentals

For Sale
or Trade

3BR/2BA for Rent $400 a month.
Call for more information
803-452-6260.

Near Shaw AFB 2BR 1BA Duplex
$475 Mo.+1 Mo. Dep Call
803-458-8333

For Sale TONS & TONS of fire wood
premium seasoned oak. U haul $45
per pick up load, delivered 1 cord
$130. Call Collins Tree Service
803-499-2136

House on Burgess, 3 Br, 1 Ba,
CHA, $545 mo. Sec. Dep.
803-983-5691 or 803-305-1581.

7 and a half Ft. multi-color lights
Christmas tree, originally cost $225,
used one year. Asking $150
803-499-3843

3 & 4 Br homes & MH, in Sumter
County & Manning area. No Sect. 8.
Rent + dep. req. Call 803-460-6216

Firewood

Unfurnished
Homes

We buy pecans! $1 per pound.
Warren E. Coker Farms, 341 W.
Main St. Olanta. 843-319-1884.

Did you notice this ad?
Then imagine the number of readers and consumers in Sumter that noticed it too!

Advertise your products and services and get noticed by thousands readers. 
 

Contact your media representative today!

803-774-1200

Notice Of Application
Notice is hereby given that Bhakti C,
LLC intends to apply to the South
Carolina Department of Revenue for
a license permit that will allow the
sale and OFF premises consumption
of Liquor at 330 Pinewood Rd.,
Sumter, SC 29150. To object to the
issuance of this permit / license,
written protest must be postmarked
no later than December 1, 2017. For
a protest to be valid, it must be in
writing, and should include the
following information: (1) the name,
address and telephone number of
the person filing the protest; (2) the
specific reasons why the application
should be denied; (3) that the person
protesting is willing to attend a
hearing (if one is requested by the
applicant); (4) that the person
protesting resides in the same
county where the proposed place of
business is located or within five
miles of the business; and (5) the
name of the applicant and the
address of the premises to be
licensed. Protests must be mailed to:
S.C. Department of Revenue, ABL,
P.O. Box 125, Columbia, South
Carolina 29214-0907; or Faxed to:
(803) 896-0110.

Farm Products

Beer & Wine
License

Senior Living
Apartments

for those 62+
(Rent based on income)

Shiloh-Randolph Manor
125 W. Bartlette.

775-0575
Studio/1 Bedroom

apartments available
EHO

MERCHANDISEMERCHANDISE

A Notch Above Tree Care Full
quality service low rates, lic./ins., free
est BBB accredited 983-9721

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE:
The following self-storage Cube
contents containing household and
other goods will be sold for cash by
CubeSmart 4194 Broad Street,
Sumter, SC 29154 to satisfy a lien on
December 7th 2017 at 11:00 AM
at www.storagetreasures.com

Cube 190-Donald L. Lucas
Cube 83-Barbara Sinkler

Ricky's Tree Service Tree removal,
stump grinding, Lic & ins, free quote,
803-435-2223 or cell 803-460-8747.

Huntington Place Apartments
Rents from $625 per month

1 Month free*
*13 Month lease required
Leasing office located at

Ashton Mill Apartment Homes
595 Ashton Mill Drive

803-773-3600
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9-5

Legal Notice
Tree Service

Unfurnished
Apartments

All Types of Roofing & Repairs All
work guaranteed. 30 yrs exp. SC lic.
Virgil Bickley 803-316-4734.

LEGALLEGAL
NOTICESNOTICES

Roofing RENTALSRENTALS

Attorney Timothy L. Griffith
803-607-9087, 360 W. Wesmark.
Criminal, Family, Accident, Injury

Legal Service

SBC Construction of Sumter
Metal /Shingle Roofs• Porches •
Concrete & Windows
•Water Problems •Tree removal
Call BURCH 803-720-4129

YOUR AD 
HERE

H.L. Boone, Contractor: Remodel
paint roofs gutters drywall blown
ceilings ect. 773-9904

Refurbished batteries as low as
$45. New batteries as low as $65.
6v golf cart battery as low as $65.
Auto Electric Co., 102 Blvd Rd.
803-773-4381

Home
Improvements

Miscellaneous

Make A Difference become a
foster parent. Learn more call
803-451-3984

2011 BMW 5 Series, 45k Mi.,
garage kept, non smoker, flawless,
$19,900 803-565-4359

Child Care Autos For Sale
Bostic.

AND IT IS SO ORDERED!

Dwight C. Moore, Esquire
SC Bar Number 63008
26 North Main Street
Post Office Box 1229
Sumter, South Carolina 29151
(803) 778-6520 (office)
(803) 775-6364 (fax)
Attorney for Plaintiffs

M.J.D. B (DOB 04/24/15)
a minor under the age of
seventeen(17) years

T O : T H E  D E F E N D A N T S
ABOVE-NAMED: LETISHA DAVIS
AND ROLAND DWIGHT BOSTIC

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED
and notified that an action has been
filed against you in this Court.
Within thirty (30) days of the day you
receive this Summons, you must
respond in writing to this Complaint
by filing an Answer with this Court.
You must also serve a copy of your
Answer to this Complaint upon the
Plaintiffs or the Plaintiffs' Attorney
at the address shown below. If you
fail to answer the Complaint,
judgment by default could be
rendered against you for the relief
requested in the Complaint.

NOTICE TO
DEFENDANTS

TO: DEFENDANTS, LETISHA
DAVIS AND ROLAND DWIGHT
BOSTIC:

YOU WILL PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
that unless you apply and have some
person appointed as Guardian ad
Litem for you in the above action
within thirty (30) days after the
service hereof, exclusive of the date
of such service, the Plaintiffs will
apply to have some suitable person
appointed as Guardian ad Litem for
the minor Defendant.

HEARING NOTICE

A Hearing has been set in the above
matter for the 5th day of January,
2018 at 12:00 o'clock P. M. You are
hereby notified to be present in the
chambers of the Family Court of the
THIRD Judicial Circuit, located at
215 North Harvin Street at the
aforesaid time.

TYPE: ADOPTION HEARING
TIME ALLOTTED: 1 Hour
THIS CASE WILL BE HEARD BY
JUDGE ANGELA R. TAYLOR

IT IS ORDERED that the attorney
requesting the hearing shall notify
the opposing Counsel or party of the
date of the hearing as the Clerk's

office will send notices of Hearing
only to the requesting attorney.

*ATTENTION: FAMILY COURT
ADDRESS
SUMTER COUNTY FAMILY COURT
215 NORTH HARVIN STREET
SUMTER, S.C. 29150-4900

**BE ADVISED THAT WHILE CASE
IS SET BEFORE A CERTAIN
JUDGE, SUCH DESIGNATION IS
SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT
NOTICE

ORDER APPOINTING
GUARDIAN AD LITEM

On consideration of the Notice of
Motion and Motion for Appointment
of Guardian ad Litem and Consent
by Attorney, Michael M. Jordan,
Esquire of the Sumter County Bar, to
be appointed to represent the
interests of the minor child in the
above cause of action.

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that
Michael M. Jordan, Esquire shall
serve as the Guardian ad Litem for
the minor child, Miracle Jean Denise

Sweetwater Creek Honey farm,
LLC, Winston, GA, needs 3 tempo-
rary (01/15/18-11/15/18) Beekeep-
ers. Assist in all aspects of
commercial beekeeping. Split &
maintain hives beehives. Harvest &
extract honey. Transport hives as
necessary. Cut & assemble bee
equipment. Build/repair hives.
Feed/medicate bees. Sanitize plant
& perform general farm maintenance
work. 3 months exp. Able to: provide
references to verify exp., no fear/al-
lergies to bees/pollen, and lift up to
50 lbs repetitively. $10.62 p/h.
Applicants may be offered higher
than the advertised wage rate due to
experience or merit. Hours above 40
per week may be offered, but are not
guaranteed. Free tools, transport &
housing if not within reasonable
transport to jobsite. 3/4ths guaran-
teed. Transport & subsistence ex-
penses to worksites paid at 50% of
the contract. Apply at nearest GA
Job Service office, phone: (770)
920-4104, refer to job order
#1762540280.

TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATION
BUSINESSBUSINESS
SERVICESSERVICES

Summons &
Notice

Help Wanted
Full-Time

Summons &
Notice

Summons &
Notice

CLASSIFIEDS OR TO PLACE YOUR AD ONLINE GO TO WWW.THE ITEM.COM/PLACEMYAD

803-774-12
CLASSIFIED DEADLINES

11:30 a.m. the day before for 
Tuesday, Wednesday, 

Thursday &  Friday edition.
11:30 a.m. Friday for Sunday’s edition.

We will be happy to change your ad if an error is 
made; however we are not responsible for errors after 
the fi rst run day. We shall not be liable for any loss or 
expense that results from the printing or omission of 
an advertisement. We reserve the right to edit, refuse 

or cancel any ad at any time.
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BY IVY MOORE
Special to The Sumter Item

“’Twas the Night Before Christmas” 
was written almost 200 years ago by 
Clement C. Moore; Ken Ludwig’s play 
of  the same name is much more re-
cent, and it’s a lot funnier. The play is 
Sumter Little Theatre’s Christmas 
show, opening Thursday.

“The (Moore) poem is the spring-
board for Ken Ludwig’s play,” Director 
Michael Duffy said. “The play takes 
place on the night before Christmas 
and begins with Uncle Brierly (Colby 
Rearden) attempting to read the poem 
to the kids (the audience).”

The poem is never read in its entire-
ty; however, there are more poems, 
Christmas music and even some hip-
hop in Ludwig’s first venture into chil-
dren’s theater. The play is equally en-
tertaining for adults, Duffy and his 
cast agree.

Ludwig even employs his “mistaken 
identity” device in this one — think 
past SLT productions of  his comedies, 
such as “Lend Me a Tenor” and “Lead-
ing Ladies.”

“He has sort of  a ‘formula’ in his 
comedies,” Duffy said. “Besides mis-
taken identity, there’s always some 
sort of  chase scene.” The chase in “… 
Night Before Christmas” involves a 
couple of  mice, a young girl and two 
villainous characters.

While there are several adults in the 
play, Duffy said he’s enjoying working 
with the younger cast members, most 
in SLT’s Youth Theater.

“There are a different set of  chal-

lenges,” he said. “They don’t have pre-
conceived ideas, they take direction 
very well, and they give it everything 
they’ve got. That’s delightful.”

Jayde Torres, 14, has played the be-
yond-mischievous Imogene Herdman 
in SLT’s “The Best Christmas Pageant 
Ever.” In Ludwig’s Christmas play, 
she’s young Emily, who with her best 
friend, Amos the mouse, sets out to 
save Christmas.

The role of  Emily, Jayde said, is 
challenging and fun.

“She sees the good in everybody,” 
she said. “The play is mostly around 
her imagination. Adults will be laugh-
ing their heads off  just like the kids. It 
will definitely get everyone ready for 
Christmas.”

Sylvia Hunt and Jayde play Emily 
on alternate nights.

Carlos Waters, who plays Amos, is 
also 14 and a student at Alice Drive 
Middle School and has been taking 
classes at Sumter Little Theatre since 
he was “5 or 6.” His previous experi-
ence includes roles in “Cyrano,” “The 
Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe” 
and “The Best Christmas Pageant 
Ever.” He said he’s considering acting 
as a career.

Seeming somewhat timid at first, 
Amos becomes a mighty mouse once 
he’s at the North Pole forced to face 
the villainous Sir Guy of  Gisbourne, 
played by Colby Rearden, who doubles 
as the kind Uncle Brierly.

“It’s a stretch for me, going from 
good guy to bad guy,” Rearden said. “It 
was challenging — playing the bad guy 
is fun. It brings out my inner child.

“It’s actually harder than doing an 
adult show. It’s not what I expected — 
these kids are talented.

“This show will definitely make you 
feel warm inside and bring out your 
Christmas spirit.”

The stage manager is Kendall Jones, 
Sylvia Pickell is costumer and ward-
robe mistress and Mike Bacon is light-
ing and sound technician. The set was 
designed and constructed by Duffy, 
Kevin Cooper, Kendall Jones, Jennica 
Greco and Carmela Bryan.

Sumter Little Theatre, 14 Mood Ave., 
in the Sumter County Cultural Center, 
presents Ken Ludwig’s “’Twas the 
Night Before Christmas,” sponsored 
by SCE&G. Shows are Thursday 
through Sunday and Dec. 7 through 
10. Sunday matinees begin at 3 p.m., 
other shows at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are 
$20 for adults and $15 for students, se-
niors and military.

Reserve tickets online at www.sum-
terlittletheatre.com/tickets.html or call 
(803) 775-2150.
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Plant is in-between being a shrub and an herb

PHOTO PROVIDED

This week’s mystery plant is wide-
spread in North America from 
eastern to central Canada, and 
then south all the way to Ala-
bama and Georgia.

The other day I was fiddling 
around on the internet, and I 
found a real blast from the 
past. Maybe you, like me, re-
member this particular kind of  
chewing gum called “teaber-
ry.” “Clark’s Teaberry,” to be 
precise. The ad on TV for this 
product featured a little dance 
that the flavorful gum inspired 
in its chewers, and of course 
that was the “Teaberry Shuf-
fle.” So ‘60s! I was reminded 
also that the music was actual-
ly performed by Herb Alpert 
and the Tijuana Brass. The 
gum had a sweet sort of win-
tergreen flavor, quite nice as I 
recall. But I don’t chew gum 
anymore as a rule, and I don’t 
think they make that stuff  
these days. 

This week’s mystery plant is 
in fact called Teaberry, so no 
mystery there. It is an odd little 

plant that botanists like to call 
a “subshrub,” which can be 
translated as “sort of a shrub.” 
Now, a shrub is a woody plant, 
but our mysterious Teaberry 
doesn’t feature much woody 
tissue but enough that it isn’t 
really an “herb.” It’s in-be-
tween being a shrub and an 
herb. Growing on the forest 
floor, it does in fact appear to be 
herbaceous, never getting more 
than a few inches tall.

Teaberry is classified as a 
member of the heath family, or 
Ericaceae, a group of plants 
which are mostly woody, 
shrubs and trees. “Heath” of  
course, doesn’t grow too much 
down here in the South, so you 
may be more familiar with the 
Ericaceae as the blueberry 
family, which also gives us rho-
dodendrons, huckleberries, 
sourwood and mountain-laurel.

Although Teaberry plants 
are small, it’s a handsome spe-
cies. The leaves are bright 

green and somewhat tough, 
smooth and more or less foot-
ball-shaped. The leaves are 
clustered near the top of the 
stem, and that’s where it pro-
duces its few flowers. They will 
be sort of hidden under the 
leaves, and you might need to 
get on your hands and knees to 
see them. There will be five 
white petals, fused into a tube. 
After blooming, a flower will 
produce a single, swollen berry, 
bright red and conspicuous. 
The berries are edible and 
tasty. I’ve sampled these a few 
times. The taste is a bit like 
wintergreen. For that matter, 
the rest of the plant is too, and 
if you chew on the leaves or 
stem, you’ll get the same sweet 
flavor that the berry offers. 

As far as the chewing gum, 
its inspiration apparently came 
from Teaberry. The production 
of the gum would have had to 
involve experimenting with a 
variety of flavors but really 

couldn’t have come directly 
from the plant. That is, Teaber-
ry wasn’t harvested by the 
truckload in order to make the 
chewing gum.

This species is widespread in 
North America from eastern to 
central Canada, and then south 
all the way to Alabama and 
Georgia. It likes to grow in for-
ests that biologists like to call 
acidic, meaning that the chem-
istry of the soil there is on the 
low side of the pH sale, thus 
acidic. 

Answer: “Teaberry,” Gaultheria 
procumbens

John Nelson is the curator of  
the A.C. Moore Herbarium at 
the University of South Caroli-
na, in the Department of Bio-
logical Sciences, Columbia SC 
29208. For more information, 
visit www.herbarium.org, call 
(803) 777-8196 or email nelson@
sc.edu.

BY JOHN NELSON
Curator, USC Herbarium

Christmas fun presented at SLT

PHOTOS BY IVY MOORE / SPECIAL TO THE SUMTER ITEM

The cast of Sumter Little Theatre’s holiday offering, “’Twas the Night Before Christmas,” takes a break from a recent rehearsal for a group photo. From left, back row are Lauren 
Graves, Kevin Cooper, Colby Rearden, Carlos Waters, Lauren Carneal, Taylor Lenoir and Sylvia Hunt. Front row, from left are Shelly Greco, John Michael Osteen, Jayde Torres and 
Nate Martin. “’Twas the Night Before Christmas” opens Thursday at Sumter Little Theatre.

Holiday show begins Thursday
From top, 
Amos the 
mouse 
(Carlos 
Waters), his 
human friend 
Emily (Jayde 
Torres) and 
elf Sylvia 
Hunt fly to 
the North 
Pole to try to 
find Santa 
Claus’ 
naughty-or-
nice list. It 
seems 
someone had 
stolen the list 
last year, and 
Santa had 
passed over 
Amos’ and 
Emily’s house 
without 
stopping to 
leave 
presents.



DOG EAT DOUG

SOUP TO NUTZ

ACROSS
1 Schooner 

features

6 Frosty coating

10 Shine

15 Advil competitor

16 __ of March

17 EVE’s 

companion, in a 

2008 Pixar film

18 *Is unsuitable

21 “__ ideas?”

22 “Back to the 

Future” vehicle

23 Wild place

24 Rays or Jays

26 RAM part

27 First light

28 Egyptian snake

30 Wide shoe spec

32 *Literary 

character with 

an evil alter ego

38 Anti-cruelty org.

39 “Hold up!”

40 Radiate

42 Twangy-voiced

43 Breakfast order

44 BFFs

46 Gets a glimpse 

of

48 Most innocent

49 Canonized Mlle.

50 *Threshold

55 Bus depot: Abbr.

56 Corrida opponent

58 Paddock sound

59 Hank’s job on 

“Breaking Bad,” 

briefly

60 Modern-day 

Persian

62 Tiny annoyance

63 Former One 

Direction singer 

Zayn __

64 Frequent 

presidential 

candidate Ralph

65 Fairy tale baddie

66 In reserve

67 Skim (over)

68 *See 42-Down

69 Knight’s horse

DOWN
1 Angry with

2 Without 

assistance

3 “Later!”

4 Family room sets

5 Final email step

6 Search quickly 

through

7 Figure of speech

8 Way around D.C.

9 Perfume 

compound

10 No Doubt lead 

singer Stefani

11 Chocolate dog

12 “My Fair Lady” 

heroine

13 Let happen

14 Fruit that’s still 

a fruit when two 

of its letters are 

switched

19 What sirens 

may do

20 Actress Salma

25 Chinese liquor 

brand

27 San Diego 

suburb

29 Climbed

31 The Eiffel Tower, 

aptly?

32 Western outlaw

33 Be indebted to

34 Cleaning cloth

35 Irish dance

36 “Close 

Encounters” 

beings

37 Hides one’s true 

self

38 Idyllic

41 Take for a first 

drive

42 With 68-Across, 

each successive 

one of a set 

graphically 

depicted by this 

puzzle’s circles

45 Arranged like the 

68-Acrosses in 

the answers to 

starred clues are 

designed to be

47 Farm mom

48 Tissue layer

51 “What a 

nightmare!”

52 Fab Four drummer

53 [Don’t touch my 

bone!]

54 Info a spy might 

gather

57 Dollar bills

59 Condé __

61 Recipient of 

much Apr. mail

63 More, in Madrid 

JEFF MACNELLY’S SHOE DILBERT

MOTHER GOOSE

ZITSBLONDIE

BORN LOSERBEETLE BAILEY

ANDY CAPP

BIZARRO

GARFIELD

JUMBLE 
THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

SUDOKU 
HOW TO PLAY:
Each row, column  
and set of 3-by-3  
boxes must contain  
the numbers 1  
through 9 without  
repetition.

By Claire Muscat and David Steinberg 11/29/17

Tuesday’s Puzzle Solved

©2017 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 11/29/17

THE DAILY CROSSWORD PUZZLE

DEAR ABBY — 
Six months 
ago, I asked a 
close friend to 
help me pre-
pare a gift for 
my husband 
for our wed-
ding anniver-
sary. I wanted 
to create a 
photo album 
of sexy nude 
photos of my-

self. Her excellent camerawork 
provided me with a wonderful 
collection, and my husband 
loved it. 

 I recently found out on so-
cial media that my girlfriend’s 
husband viewed and copied my 
private photos and shared 
them online with mutual male 
friends of ours. I’m devastated. 
My girlfriend is sorry to the 
max. 

 My husband isn’t aware of  

my exposure to others. I don’t 
want to tell him, but at the 
same time, I don’t want some 
guy spilling the beans. My girl-
friend is helping to stop the 
sharing of my pictures. Should 
I hope for the best or tell my 
husband? 

Ashamed in the U.S.A.
 

DEAR ASHAMED — Inform your 
husband immediately because 
he needs to hear it from you.

 Your friend’s carelessness in 
allowing her husband to see — 
and share — the photos was de-
plorable. It’s nearly impossible 
now that those images have 
been posted online to stop their 
proliferation. That your 
friend’s husband would display 
such immaturity and poor 
judgment by showing them 
around is shocking.

DEAR ABBY — My wife and I are 
at opposite ends of the political 

spectrum: I’m conservative; 
she’s liberal. We do our best 
not to argue about our views, 
but sometimes we’re unsuc-
cessful. 

 My problem is, she’ll have 
three TVs going, all tuned to 
her favorite political channel, 
while doing housework. I find 
it annoying. I usually leave the 
room when she’s going to do 
prolonged work and informs 
me that she will be listening to 
her channel. It’s the three-TV 
thing that I would like stopped. 
What do you suggest? 

Inundated in Washington
 

DEAR INUNDATED — Your wife 
should show you the same con-
sideration that you show to her. 
In this case, she doesn’t have to 
have three TVs blaring “her” 
channel throughout your home 
while she does housecleaning. 
She should have ONE televi-
sion set on in the room she’s in.

Wife’s private photo album makes its way onto web

Dear Abby

ABIGAIL 
VAN BUREN
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BY KEVIN MCDONOUGH
There’s a lot to like about 

the new Amazon series “The 

Marvelous Mrs. Maisel.” And 
there’s a lot to think about, 
too. And the more I think 
about the series, the less I 
like it. It’s that kind of  show.

Written and created by 
Amy Sherman-Palladino, it 
has all the strengths and 
weaknesses of  her acclaimed 
series “Gilmore Girls.”

People simply talk too 
much. All the time.

Sherman-Palladino is not 
the only offender here. The 
kinds of  TV writers people 
often single out and admire, 
say, Aaron Sorkin, tend to be 
over-writers. Their charac-
ters nervously rattle on, ei-
ther delivering speeches or 
blathering on in nervous 
ways that are supposed to 
seem cute. Both writers 
seem smitten by the screw-
ball comedies of  director 
Howard Hawks. Sometimes 
it works (“West Wing”) and 
sometimes it’s embarrassing 
(“Newsroom”). I found 
“Gilmore Girls” a bit of  
both.

Chatter aside, “Marvelous” 
is a sight to behold. It’s a 
love letter to late 1950s New 
York. The camerawork is 
fluid and the production de-
sign just short of  magical. 
Think of  “Mad Men” shot 
like a musical and you’re 
coming close.

As a result, the style com-
plements the excessive dia-
logue. Sherman-Palladino’s 
characters would really be 
more bearable if  they simply 
burst into song and dance. 
Instead, we’re served up a 
terrific soundtrack of  vin-
tage pop standards by the 
likes of  Peggy Lee and Frank 
Sinatra. Like I said, there’s a 
lot to like here.

Rachel Brosnahan (“House 
of  Cards”) is perfectly cast 
and completely lovely as 
Miriam “Midge” Maisel.

She’s a married mother of  
two, very, very comfortably 
situated in New York’s Jew-
ish community on the afflu-
ent Upper West Side. Tony 
Shalhoub is great as her fa-
ther, Abe, a math professor 
who’s anything but rational. 
His temper comes to the fore 
when Miriam’s junior execu-

tive husband, Joel (Michael 
Zegen), decides to leave her 
for his secretary.

A loyal wife, Miriam had 
been supporting Joel’s ama-
teur attempts as a standup 
comic. Upon learning of  his 
desertion, she drinks too 
much and returns to the club 
and delivers a bracing mono-
logue on marriage and men 
that gains the attention of  a 
comedy pro (Alex Borstein). 
She is, it seems, a natural.

“Marvelous” goes on to 
move between the lofty afflu-
ent comforts of  her River-
side Drive home to the gritty 
confines of  downtown come-
dy clubs in the wee, wee 
hours. And that’s when 
things become a bit much.

“Maisel” simply has to 
have it all. It’s a tale of  bour-
geois life and downtown 
squalor, garment district 
melodramas and meetings 
with the great comedy mar-
tyr Lenny Bruce (Luke 
Kirby) himself.

The show is simply a tad 
too greedy in trying to evoke 
all those divergent settings. 
Is “Mrs. Maisel” marvelous? 
Or simply slumming?

CULT CHOICE

Fans of  retro holiday 
splendor should not miss the 
1967 special “Christmas With 

the King Family” (10 p.m., 
getTV).

TONIGHT’S OTHER 
HIGHLIGHTS

• A tree is illuminated to 
music on “Christmas in Rocke-

feller Center” (8 p.m., NBC).
• Work comes to a halt on 

“Empire” (8 p.m., Fox, TV-14).
• A victim’s plight brings 

out buried emotions from 
Benson on “Law & Order: Spe-

cial Victims Unit” (9 p.m., 
NBC, TV-14).

• Ragnar’s heirs squabble 
on the fifth season premiere 
of  “Vikings” (9 p.m., History, 
TV-MA).

• A singer performs in a 
legendary venue on “Bruno 

Mars: 24K Magic Live at the 

Apollo” (10 p.m., CBS).
• Voight is linked to a grim 

discovery on “Chicago P.D.” (10 
p.m., NBC, TV-14).

• A secret mission to a war 
zone on “Designated Survivor” 

(10 p.m., ABC, TV-14).

SERIES NOTES

Behind the wheel on “The 

Goldbergs” (8 p.m., ABC, TV-
PG) * An ominous challenge 
on “Riverdale” (8 p.m., CW, 
TV-14) * A college tour on 
“Speechless” (8:30 p.m., ABC, 
TV-PG) * Jealousy strikes on 
“Star” (9 p.m., Fox, TV-14) * 
Name dropping on “Modern 

Family” (9 p.m., ABC, TV-PG) 
* Fallon and Steven ruin the 
holiday on “Dynasty” (9 p.m., 
CW, TV-14) * Charity be-
comes a blood sport on 
“American Housewife” (9:30 
p.m., ABC, TV-PG).

LATE NIGHT

Talib Kweli appears on 
“The Daily Show With Trevor 

Noah” (11 p.m., Comedy Cen-
tral) * Rob Riggle is on 
“Conan” (11 p.m., TBS) * Jus-
tin Timberlake and Carmen 
Yulin Cruz are booked on 
“The Late Show With Stephen 

Colbert” (11:35 p.m., CBS) * 
Armie Hammer, Juno Tem-
ple and Charlie Puth appear 
on “The Late Late Show With 

James Corden” (12:35 a.m., 
CBS).

Copyright 2017
United Feature Syndicate

 SP FT 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM
LOCAL CHANNELS

 WIS * 3 10
WIS News 10 at 
7 (N)  

Entertainment 
Tonight (N)  

Christmas in Rockefeller Center: The 
85th annual tree-lighting ceremony.  (Live) 

Law & Order: Special Victims Unit 
“Something Happened” Benson helps a 
victim recall details. (N)  (DVS)

Chicago P.D. “Politics” Burgess faces a 
difficult decision. (N)   (DVS)

WIS News 10 at 
11 (N)  

(:34) The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy 
Fallon (N)  

 WLTX 3 9 9
News 19 at 7pm (N) Inside Edition (N)  Survivor (N)  Survivor (N)  Bruno Mars: 24K Magic Live at the 

Apollo: The singer performs live in New 
York.  

News 19 at 11pm 
(N) 

(:35) The Late Show With Stephen 
Colbert  

 WOLO 9 5 12
Wheel of Fortune 
“Great Outdoors” (N)  

Jeopardy! (N)  The Goldbergs 
Erica struggles with 
making friends. (N)

Speechless Ray 
stays home alone for 
the first time.

Modern Family Phil 
shows a house to his 
musical hero.

(:31) American 
Housewife “Gala 
Auction” (N) 

Designated Survivor “Home” Kirkman 
meets with two warlords. (N)  

ABC Columbia 
News at 11 (N) 

(:35) Jimmy Kimmel Live  

 WRJA ; 11 14
Beyond a Year in Space: Astronaut Scott Kelly; twin study.  The Fab Four -- The Ultimate Tribute: A Beatles tribute band 

performs.  
››› “The Beatles: Eight Days a Week -- The Touring Years” (2016, Documentary) Paul McCartney, 
Ringo Starr, Whoopi Goldberg. Ron Howard examines the early years of the Beatles.  

 WACH Y 6 6
The Big Bang 
Theory Wolowitz 
gets jealous. 

The Big Bang 
Theory  

Empire “The Lady Doth Protest” Calvin 
and Portia go on strike. (N)   (DVS)

Star “Ghetto Symphony” Star gets jealous 
about Noah and Alex. (N)   (DVS)

WACH FOX News at 10 (N) Sports Zone DailyMailTV (N)  TMZ (N)  

 WKTC Ø 4 22
Last Man Standing 
Mike must act like a 
boss, not a dad.

Last Man Standing 
Eve’s friend needs a 
place to stay. 

Riverdale “Chapter Twenty: Tales From 
the Darkside” Betty and Veronica investi-
gate someone. (N)  

Dynasty “A Taste of Your Own Medicine” 
Blake clashes with Fallon and Steven. (N)  

Dateline “A Perfect Spot” A couple’s 
romantic tryst turns deadly.  

Dateline “Betrayed” The murder of a South 
Florida attorney.  

The Game Melanie 
spends Christmas 
with Dionne. 

CABLE CHANNELS

 A&E 46 130
Storage Wars  Storage Wars “No 

Bid for the Weary”
Storage Wars  Storage Wars “The 

Wild Wild Vests”
Storage Wars 
“Kumba-YUUUP!”

Storage Wars “Ve-
gas Shrugged” (N)

(:01) Ozzy and Jack’s World Detour 
Antics in the heart of horse country. (N)

(:03) Ozzy and Jack’s World Detour 
Black Sabbath cover band.  

(12:03) Storage 
Wars  

 AMC 48 180 (5:30) ›› “The Book of Eli” (2010) 
Denzel Washington. 

›››› “GoodFellas” (1990, Crime Drama) Robert De Niro, Ray Liotta, Joe Pesci. An Irish-Italian hood joins the 1950s New York 
Mafia. 

››› “Ghostbusters” (1984) Bill Murray. Four paranormal 
investigators battle mischievous ghouls. 

 ANPL 41 100 Treehouse Masters  Treehouse Masters  Treehouse Masters: Branched Out Creating musically-inspired treehouses. (N) Animal Cribs “Condo Cat Creation” TM: Branched Out

 BET 61 162 (6:30) ››› “Coach Carter” (2005, Drama) Samuel L. Jackson, Robert Ri’chard, Rob Brown. A high-school basketball coach 
pushes his team to excel.

Face Value “Rell 
Battle v Big Boy”

50 Central “Ballin 
On A Budget” (N)

Face Value “Rell 
Battle v Big Boy”

50 Central “Ballin 
On A Budget”

››› “Boyz N the 
Hood” (1991)

 BRAVO 47 181
The Real Housewives of Atlanta Shereé 
plans to create a disco palace.

The Real Housewives of Atlanta NeNe 
plans a soiree. 

The Real Housewives of New Jersey 
Melissa and Margaret plan a surprise.

The Real Housewives of New Jersey 
Melissa and Margaret plan a surprise.

Watch What Hap-
pens Live

Bravo’s Winter 
Warm-Up 

Housewives/NJ

 CNBC 35 84 Shark Tank  Shark Tank  Shark Tank   (DVS) The Job Interview The Job Interview Shark Tank  Shark Tank 
 CNN 3 80 Erin Burnett OutFront (N) Anderson Cooper 360 (N) Anderson Cooper 360 (N) CNN Tonight With Don Lemon (N) CNN Tonight With Don Lemon (N) Anderson Cooper

 COM 57 136
(6:50) South Park (:25) South Park South Park “Taming 

Strange” 
South Park “Chin-
poko Mon” 

South Park South Park “Moss 
Piglets” 

South Park (N) Broad City “Bed-
bugs” (N) 

The Daily Show 
With Trevor Noah

The Opposition w/ 
Jordan Klepper (N)

(12:01) South Park 

 DISN 18 200
Bunk’d  Raven’s Home 

“Dream Moms” 
Andi Mack  Stuck in the Middle  Bizaardvark  Raven’s Home  Stuck in the Middle  Liv and Maddie  Bizaardvark  Raven’s Home  Stuck in the Middle

 DSC 42 103 Homestead Rescue  Homestead Rescue  Homestead Rescue “The Hill of Death” (:01) Homestead Rescue “Grizzly Bait” (:01) Homestead Rescue  Homestead Res
 ESPN 26 35 ESPY Speech College Basketball Michigan at North Carolina. (N) (Live) College Basketball Duke at Indiana. (N) (Live) SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter
 ESPN2 27 39 (:15) College Basketball Clemson at Ohio State. (N) (Live) (:15) College Basketball Miami at Minnesota. (N) (Live) (:15) NFL Live SC Featured
 FOOD 40 109 Iron Chef America Iron Chef Showdown Iron Chef Showdown (N) Iron Chef America Iron Chef: Behind the Battle (N) Iron Chef
 FOXN 37 90 The Story With Martha MacCallum (N) Tucker Carlson Tonight (N) Hannity (N) The Ingraham Angle (N) Fox News at Night (N) Tucker Carlson

 FREE 20 131 (6:25) ›› “Four Christmases” (2008) Vince Vaughn. A couple 
must somehow fit in four holiday visits with family.

››› “Home Alone” (1990, Children’s) Macaulay Culkin, Joe Pesci, Daniel Stern. A left-behind boy battles 
two burglars in the house.  

The 700 Club Gen. Jay Garner.  ›› “Jack Frost” 
(1998)  

 FSS 21 47 (6:00) Boxing College Basketball Austin Peay State at Oklahoma State. (N) (Live) Supergirl Pro 2017 College Basketball Austin Peay State at Oklahoma State.

 HALL 52 183
(6:00) “Miss Christmas” (2017) Brooke 
D’Orsay, Marc Blucas. 

“Finding Santa” (2017, Romance) Jodie Sweetin. A woman rushes to find a St. Nick 
replacement for a parade. 

“With Love, Christmas” (2017, Romance) Emilie Ullerup, Aaron O’Connell. Melanie is 
assigned her office crush for Secret Santa. 

“Ice Sculpture 
Christmas” (2015)

 HGTV 39 112 Property Brothers: Buying & Selling Property Brothers “Lakeside Dreaming” Property Brothers at Home: Drew’s House Hunters (N) Hunters Int’l Property Brothers Property Brothers
 HIST 45 110 Vikings “The Reckoning” Vikings “The Saga of Lagertha” (N) Vikings “The Departed” (Season Premiere) Heahmund rallies the Saxons. (N) (:03) Vikings “The Departed” (12:04) Vikings

 ION 13 18
Law & Order “Gunplay” A firearms sting 
backfires.  

Law & Order “Cut” Careless liposuction.  Law & Order “Gov Love” Spousal confi-
dentiality in gay marriage.  

Law & Order “Cry Wolf” A radio person-
ality is shot.  

Law & Order “All in the Family” A philan-
dering jeweler is shot.  

Law & Order 
“Enemy”  

 LIFE 50 145
Little Women: Dallas “Can You Hear Me 
Now?” Asta and Amanda argue.

Little Women: Dallas Caylea throws 
D’Quan a birthday party. (N) 

Little Women: Dallas “Girls’ Trip” The 
ladies take a trip to a dude ranch.

(:02) Bring It! “Crossing the Line” Chrysti-
anna stirs up trouble. 

(:02) The Rap Game “Don’t Mess With 
Jny” The five new artists are tested.

(12:01) Little Wom-
en: Dallas

 MSNBC 36 92 Hardball With Chris Matthews (N) All In With Chris Hayes (N) The Rachel Maddow Show (N) The Last Word The 11th Hour With Brian Williams (N) Rachel Maddow
 NICK 16 210 The Thundermans SpongeBob Full House Full House Full House Full House Fresh Prince Fresh Prince Friends  Friends  Friends  
 SPIKE 64 153 Friends  Friends  Friends  Friends  ›› “Bad Boys” (1995, Action) Martin Lawrence. Two Miami cops attempt to recover stolen police evidence.  ›› Rocky IV 

 SYFY 58 152 (5:30) ››› “Gladiator” (2000, Historical Drama) Russell Crowe, Joaquin Phoenix. A 
fugitive general becomes a gladiator in ancient Rome.  (DVS)

›› “Battle: Los Angeles” (2011, Science Fiction) Aaron Eckhart, Michelle Rodriguez, Ramon Rodriguez. 
U.S. Marine troops fight off alien invaders. 

(:35) ››› “Mad Max Beyond Thunder-
dome” (1985) Mel Gibson. 

 TBS 24 156
The Big Bang 
Theory 

The Big Bang 
Theory 

The Big Bang 
Theory 

The Big Bang 
Theory 

The Big Bang 
Theory 

The Big Bang 
Theory 

The Big Bang 
Theory 

Full Frontal With 
Samantha Bee

Conan (N) Full Frontal With 
Samantha Bee

 TCM 49 186 (5:45) ›››› “The Man Who Shot Liber-
ty Valance” (1962) James Stewart.

››› “Winchester ’73” (1950, Western) James Stewart. A 
cowboy is determined to retrieve his stolen rifle. 

(:45) ››› “Bend of the River” (1952, Western) James Stewart, Arthur Kennedy. A 
former outlaw leads settlers through the wilds of Oregon. 

››› “The Far Country” (1955, Western)
James Stewart, Ruth Roman. 

 TLC 43 157 My 600-Lb. Life “James K’s Story” Bedridden James cannot stand up.  My 600-Lb. Life “Tracey’s Story” Tracey’s weight resides in her legs.  My 600-Lb. Life Bedridden James cannot stand up. 

 TNT 23 158 (5:00) ››› “American Gangster” (2007) 
Denzel Washington.  (DVS)

›› “Colombiana” (2011, Action) Zoe Saldana, Jordi Mollà, Lennie James. A profes-
sional assassin seeks revenge for the murder of her parents.  (DVS)

(:01) ››› “American Gangster” (2007, Crime Drama) Denzel Washington, Russell Crowe, Chiwetel 
Ejiofor. A chauffeur becomes Harlem’s most-powerful crime boss.  (DVS)

 TRUTV 38 129 Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers
 TV LAND 55 161 M*A*S*H (:36) M*A*S*H (:12) Everybody Loves Raymond Love-Raymond Love-Raymond Mom  Mom  King of Queens King of Queens King of Queens

 USA 25 132
Law & Order: Special Victims Unit A 
sex-trafficking operation.  (DVS)

›› “Faster” (2010, Action) Dwayne Johnson, Billy Bob Thornton. An ex-con begins a 
race against time to avenge his brother’s murder. 

Mr. Robot “Eps3.7dont-delete-me.ko” 
Elliot tries to get ghosted. (N)

(:01) ›› “Faster” (2010) Dwayne Johnson. An ex-con begins a 
race against time to avenge his brother’s murder.

 WE 68 166 Law & Order: Criminal Intent  ›› “How to Lose a Guy in 10 Days” (2003) Kate Hudson, Matthew McConaughey. ›› “How to Lose a Guy in 10 Days” (2003) Kate Hudson. 
 WGNA 8 172 Cops  Cops  Cops  Cops  Cops  Cops  Cops “Fort Worth” Cops  Cops “Fort Worth” Cops  Cops  
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‘Marvelous Mrs. Maisel’ offers 

a lot to like, a lot to think about

COURTESY OF FLORENT DECHARD / CBS

CBS and Atlantic Records have partnered with Bruno Mars to 
premiere his first primetime television special, “Bruno Mars: 24K 
Magic Live at the Apollo,” airing at 10 p.m. today on CBS.

CBS BROADCASTING INC.
CBS and Atlantic Records 

have partnered with multiple 
GRAMMY® Award-winning 
singer, songwriter, producer, 
director, musician and two-
time Super Bowl Halftime 
performer Bruno Mars to 
premiere his first primetime 
TV special, “Bruno Mars: 
24K Magic Live at the Apol-
lo,” airing at 10 p.m. today on 
the CBS Television Network.

The electrifying special 
was taped at the legendary 
Apollo Theater in New York 
City, where Mars kicks off  
the primetime special in 
spectacular style with an 
epic performance atop the 
Apollo’s landmark marquee. 
Also, Mars and his band the 
Hooligans take to the streets, 
visiting, singing and enter-
taining locals in exciting, in-
timate, must-see moments. 
The special features exhila-
rating, never-before-seen 
stage performances through-
out the broadcast.

“For me, Bruno Mars is 
the greatest performer in the 
world,” said Ben Winston, 
who, alongside Mars, serves 

as executive producer. “To be 
producing his first television 
special is a true honor. This 
will be a special show and a 
special night.”

“Bruno Mars is the ulti-
mate live performer of this 
generation,” said Jack Suss-
man, Executive Vice Presi-
dent, Specials, Music and 
Live Events, CBS Entertain-
ment. “He is the very defini-
tion of event television. He 
burns the roof off the Apollo 
while paying respect to its 
tradition and history. We at 
CBS are proud to be broad-
casting his first TV special.”

Mars is a celebrated sing-
er, songwriter, producer and 
musician who has sold more 
than 180 million singles 
worldwide, making him one 
of the best-selling artists of  
all time. Recently, his criti-
cally acclaimed and RIAA-
certified double platinum 
album, 24K Magic, made an 
impressive debut atop the 
Top Digital Albums and 
R&B/Hip-Hop Albums 
charts, while also remaining 
in the Top 10 for 33 consecu-
tive weeks. 

Bruno Mars to premiere his 

1st primetime TV special

Central Carolina Technical College does not discriminate in employment or admissions on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, genetic information, age, religion, 
disability, or any other protected class.

YOUR PATH TO A CAREER OR 
UNIVERSITY TRANSFER BEGINS 

HERE cctech.edu or 
803.778.1961
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I 
haven't been consistently 

happy with my oatmeal cookie 

recipe for a while. Sometimes 

they turn out perfectly — fairly 

flat, chewy and moist in the mid-

dle, with crinkly, caramelized 

edges (not cakey or rounded) and 

a butterscotch-esque flavor. Other 

times, they don't follow orders, 

staying too puffed, or becoming a 

little dry and less damply dense 

than I crave.

So I took the recipe, reduced the 
amount of  flour and oats slightly, 
upped the butter considerably (even in 
an oatmeal cookie, I am not looking 
for healthy; it's still a cookie), took out 

one egg, increased the salt and the va-
nilla, changed the sugar ratio a bit to 
favor the brown variety, and tried it 
again.

I also baked bigger cookies. Only 
when your cookies are at least 3 inches 
wide can you approach the nirvana 
that comes with a cookie that has dif-
ferent textures throughout: a ring of  
crispness around the edge, firm but 
with some give as you head in for the 
next bite, and, finally, soft but chewy 
in the middle.

I also took a page from my favorite 
chocolate chip (or chunk) cookie reci-
pe and let the dough rest for two days. 
You could skip this step, or you could 
leave the dough for as long as four 
days before baking. The resting time 
allows the dough to absorb all extra 
liquid and develop a deeper, richer, 
more caramel-y flavor. That's the dif-
ference between a merely great cookie 
and a truly memorable one (she said 
opinionatedly).

I am happier now.

Big Butterscotchy 
Oatmeal Cookies 
are truly memorable
BY KATIE WORKMAN
Associated Press

BIG BUTTERSCOTCHY OATMEAL COOKIES

Start to finish: 40 minutes, not including optional refrigeration time
Makes 16 to 18 cookies
1 1/4 cups all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon baking soda
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1 teaspoon kosher salt
1 cup (2 sticks) unsalted butter, at room temperature
1 cup brown sugar
1/3 cup granulated sugar
1 large egg
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
2 cups old-fashioned oats
1 cup raisins

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F (postpone this step if you are planning to refriger-
ate your dough for a couple of days).

Combine the flour, baking soda, cinnamon and salt in a medium-size bowl.
Blend the butter and both sugars together in a large bowl with a hand mixer (or 

standing mixer), until well blended. Beat in the egg, and then the vanilla. Add the flour 
mixture gradually, mixing on low speed until each batch is incorporated. Mix in the oats 
and raisins.

Use a 1/4-cup measuring cup (or ice cream scoop) to measure out balls of the dough, 
which should be placed on an ungreased cookie sheet with at least 3 inches between 
each ball (bake only six cookies per classic-size cookie sheet). Use your hand to flatten 
each ball. Cover the baking sheet with plastic wrap and refrigerate for two days, or lon-
ger if you like. (You can layer the flattened disks of dough two deep in a container, with 
parchment or wax paper in between the layers, to save fridge space).

Bake the cookies for about 11 to 15 minutes (see important Note below!), until they 
are golden brown but still have nice give in the middle. Let them sit on the baking 
sheet for a minute before transferring them to a cooling rack.

Note: If your cookie dough is at room temperature, start checking the cookies at 11 
minutes. They tend to go from almost done to definitely done very quickly. The longer 
baking time is for dough that's straight from the fridge. I'm still playing around with 
this, but baking them from room temperature does seem the most successful in terms 
of texture and consistency. Having said that, the few that got a bit crispier were UN-be-
lievable crumbled over a bowl of vanilla ice cream.
Nutrition information per serving: 253 calories; 99 calories from fat; 11 g fat (7 g saturated; 0 g trans fats); 
39 mg cholesterol; 188 mg sodium; 36 g carbohydrate; 2 g fiber; 22 g sugar; 3 g protein.

In the Mood forGreat Food !
Home of the Chicken Wing!

Eat In or Take Out

TUESDAY NIGHT WING SPECIAL
Dine-In Only • 6:30-9:00 pm

775-6538775-6538
1961-B McCrays Mill Rd. 1961-B McCrays Mill Rd. 
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pmHours: Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm

Sumter’s Oldest 
FULL SERVICE

Soda Fountain!
EST. 1935  |  81 YEARS STRONG

773-843232 S. Main St. Sumter

|

7777333 888443332

Sumter Cut Rate Sumter Cut Rate 
Soda FountainSoda Fountain

ext. 33

Old Guy’s • Subway
Leo’s • China Wing
Savannah Break
Take Your Pick

1955 - 1961 McCrays Mill Road
Gamecock Plaza

Karen Cave
(803) 774-1242

Mark Pekuri
(803) 464-8917

Paige Macloskie
(803) 983-0383

Want your business showcased here?
Contact your 
Sumter Item 

Sales Rep.
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